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ASSOCIATION INTELLIGENCE.

COMMITTEE OF COUNCIL. .

NOTICE OF QUARTERLY MEETINGS FOR 1883:

. ELECTION OF MEMBERS.
MEETINGS of the Committee of Council will be held on Wednesday

+ April 11th, July 11th, and October 17th. Gentlemen desirous of

ing members must send in their forms of application for
election to the General Secretary not later than twenty-one days
before each meeting, viz., March 21st, May 21st, September 26th, in
accordance with the regulation for the election of members
at the meeting of the Committee of Council of October 12th,
1881. FrANCIS FOWKE, General Secretary.

November 9th, 1882.

COLLECTIVE INVESTIGATION OF DISEASE.

CARDS and explanatory memoranda for the inquiries concerning Acute
Pneumonia, Chorea, and Acute Rheumatism, can be had by applicaf
tion to the Honorary Secretaries of the Local Committees appointed
by the Branches, or to the Secretary of the Collective Investigation
Committee. Of these diseases, each member of the iation is
earnestly requested to record at least one ordinary case coming under
observation during the year.

Inquiries concerning Diphtheria and Syphilis have been prepared,
and can be had on application by those willing to contribute inform-
ation on these subjects. There are two cards on Diphtheria, one
containing clinical, the other etiological inquiries, together with an
explanatory memorandum. One of these cards is intended to serve
as a guide to the systematic examination of a house or district for
sanitary purposes. There are also two sets of inquiries concerning
Syphilis, one for acquired, the other for inherited, disease. These
are accompanied by an explanatory memorandum giving information
ggncerning the most recently observed symptoms of the inherited

isease,

All these inquiries will be continued during the present year.

F. A. MAHOMED, Secretary to the Committee.

12, St. Thomas's Street, S.E.

BRANCH MEETINGS TO BE HELD.

PBrerIy BraNCH.—An adjourned special genenl meeting of the Branch will
be held on Tuesday next, February 13th, at the King and Queen’s Coll of Phy-
posing the adeption of "the smasl'repors of the outhoiag Gounell, sad oon e
in, e ion of the anm o outgoing il, and upon the
amenﬁment thereon, moved by Dr. Atthill, and sge%am'kd by Dr. Grimshaw,
Registrar-General. — GEORGE F. DUFFEY, M'.D., Honorary , 80, Fitz-
william Place, Dublin, February 7th, 1883.

a ")

STAFFORDSHTRE BRANCH.—The 1 g of the t i
will be held at the London and North-Western Hotel, Stafford, on Thursday,
P 22nd, at 3.30 P.M.—VINCENT JACKSON, General Becretary, Wolver-
hampton, January 30th, 1883.

BORDER COUNTIES BRANCH.—The spring meeting of this Branch will be held
at the Central Hotel, Carlisle, on Thursday, February 22nd, at 6 p.m. Members
intending to read papers or show specimens are requested to give notiee to
RODERICK MACLAREN, M.D., Carlisle, Honorary Becretary pro fem.; or to J.
8MITH, M.D., Dumfries, Honorary Secretary.

METROPOLITAN COUNTIES BrANCH: SouTH LONDON DISTRICT.—A meeting
will be held at the Royal Hospital Bchool, Greenwich, on Thursday, Fel
15th, at 8 P.M. P;lpmz Dr. Robert J. W, Oswald : On a Rare Seq of Bearlet
Fever. Mr. Brindley James: On the Influence of the Mind over the Body.—
'W. Jorxsox SMITH, Acting Honorary Secretary,—February 5th, 1883.

DUBLIN BRANCH.
THE sixth annual meeting of the Dublin Branch of the Association
was held on Thursday, January 25th, in the College of Physicians,
Kildare Street, when Dr. KIDD resigned the presidential chair to Dr.
BARKS, the incoming President.

Report of Council.—Dr. G. F. DUFFEY, honorary secretary, read the
report of the Council. The report mentioned the different Bills for
the better notification of infectious diseases introduced during last
session, and sed thanks to Mr. Meldon for the great trouble he
had taken with his Bill.

The report specially referred to the Report of the Royal Coramis-
sion on the Medical Acts—a matter of great importance and of deep
interest to the Association, inasmuch as it goes far to embody the
great principles of medical reform for which the Association and

the profession have unceasingly struggled during fifty years. The
Association, at the jubilee mee%i:g at Worcester in August last, dis-
tinctly authorised the Medical orm Committee to memorialise the
Government to introduce a medical Bill during the ensuing sessian
of Parliament, based on the Reportof the Royal Commission ; and,
on November 22nd, the President and chief officials of the Associa-
tion, accompanied by representatives of all the leading o of the
medical press, were introduced to the Lord President and the Vice-
President of the Privy Council by His Grace the Duke of West-
minster, and were most favourably received. The deputation, in
obedience to the mandate of the Association, distinctly pledged the
Association to support a Bill to remedy the defects of the Medical
Act of 1858.

Col. To remedy the defective constitution of the General Medical

uncil.

2. To establish a minimum uniform qualifying examination for
practitioners by conjoint examining boards, established one in each
of the three divisions of the kingdom, conferring a licence in medi-
cine, surgery, and midwifery.

3. To strengthen the so-called penal clauses of the Medical Act,
80 as to afford adequate protection to the public against the false:
assumption of medical titles by unqualified and unexamined persons.

To remedy these defects has been the aim of medical reformers,
and at no former period has so promising a prospect of success
been afforded as through the Report of the Royal Commission and
the present favourable support of the Government. The report
stated that the Council of the Dublin Branch were divided in opinion
as to the merits of the proposition to change the constitution of the
General Medical Council by the admission of direct representatives
of the profession into it, and therefore on this point made no re-
commendation.

The adoption of the report was pro%bsed by the Rev. Dr. Havan-
TON, and seconded by Dr. WHEELER, Vice-President of the College
of Surgeons. On this point, Dr. Haughton said he was strongly in
favour of direct representation, and had been for many years, be-
cause the profession contributed the funds which were disposed of
by the General Medical Council. He thus held to the opinion he
gave before the Select Committee (Query 3558), that direct repre-
sentation would bridge over the chasm which exists between the
Medical Council and the srofession. He was certain that the men
who would be sent forward as direct representatives of the Council
would be men that he would feel it an honour to sit beside and
legislate with in the Medical Council.

The Council of the Dublin Branch is in great part composed of
members who are closely connected with Trinity College and the
Dublin corporations. It is notorious that these corporations have
failed, after repeated futile attempts, to frame a conjoint board of
examination for granting licences to practise. The conjunction
even of the two Royal Colleges—Physicians and Surgeons—broke
down. Witness Professor Haughton (Query 3549, Select Committee,
evidence), who replied: “That combination appeared more prac-
ticable than the others; but still the inevitable money question
turned up at the end between the two corporations, and that failed.”
Under such circumstances, and in such a locality as Dublin, it is not
to be marvelled at if approval of the Report of the Royal Commls-
sion was wanti It was, however, unanimously agreed that—

“The name of no person should be admitted to the register who
has not passed a satisfactory examination, or examinations, in
medicine, surgery, or (sic) midwifery. Each of the medical autho-
rities ought to be compelled, either to give a complete examination,
or to combine with other bodies for the purpose.”

The Association, in 1858, drafted a clause to interdict registration
to all who did not possess a qualification both in medicine and
surgery, but was forced to withdraw the clause in order to retain the
support of the Government to the Bill. Since 1858 experience has,
however, proved the impossibility of supervising the examinations
of nineteen bodies; visitations, if they are to serve any good pur-
pose, must be continnous. The whole of the examination should be
inspected from the beginning to the end by the inspectors. This is
the opinion given by Dr. Haughton before the Select Committee
(6,506, 6,808). Compare this with the evidence of Dr. William
Stoker, of Dublin, before the Royal Commission (5,169): *The re-
jection rate has been very much higher at that examination at
which the visitation took place;” and (5,170) “afterwards the
examination was unaltered.” In the face of this evidence, it is
manifest spasmodic fitful visitations are almost the reverse of useful ;
to be beneficial, they must be regularly carried out. The mover of
the report said notlun(gi as to the means by whieh this could be done,
evidently the less said, the better. Three conjoint boards may be
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efficiently supervised. Nineteen examining bodies, involving inevit-
able ineqaality in their examinations, with a tendency to competi-
tion downwards, as the natural consequence of their number, may
well be considered quite independent of effectual supervision.
Legislation would be necessary to enforce even this recommenda-
tion. What sane man could hope for legislation on such a basis !
The thing is impracticable, and, therefore, though the Council were
unanimous on this point, no good result can follow.

The one portal scheme, and an uniform standard of examination,
were stigmatised as destructive to the corporations, and injurious to
the profession as well as to the public. In supporting this part of
the report, Dr. Haughton acknowledged: ¢ Over and over again he
had known friends, whose lives were of importance, to be attended
by practitioners to whom he would not entrust the drawing of a
tooth.” What can well be worse than this picture? And yet, in
connection with this statement, he alleges his chief objection to
that proposal of the commissioners was, “that the portal must
necessarily be a very low one,” thus inferring what no one, profes-
sional or otherwise, can ever be led to credit that Sir William Jen-
ner, Mr. 8imon, and Dr. Robert MecDonnell, together with their
highly gifted fellow commissioners, have lent themselvesto a scheme
for lowering, instead of improving and elevating, a profession, on
the proper education of which the issues of life and death depend.
That Dr. Haughton should hazard such a statement in face of the
details of crass ignorance and incapacity revealed in the evidence
before the Royal Commission, is inexplicable.

It is not easy to conceive a more simple proposal than the forma-
tion of a conjoint examining board, one in each division of the
ki m, in the framing of which board representatives of the existing

ical anthorities shall coalesce under the sanction of a medical
council, in which council all interests—those, namely, of the public, the
profession, and the corporations—are represented. The interests of
the universities are specially protected hy the exemption of their
students from all but the practical subjects of emamination, and the
interests of no single corporation are disregarded. Provision is also
made for the admission into the scheme of such new colleges and
universities as may hereafter be established.

So adverse a report to the policy of the Association, and so sup-
ported, did not pass unchallenged. Dr. ATTHILL, a member of the
council from which the report emanated, moved an amendment to
the effect :

“That the Branch approves in principle of the policy of the
Parent Society.”

* Dr. ATTHILL commenced his very able speech by remarking that it
was unusual for a member of council to move an amendment to the
report of his council, but that he considered he was on this occasion
justified in doing so from the want of unanimity in the council, for
that several important amendments to the report, which would have
altered its complexion materially, were lost by a majority of only
one, and that even that majority would have disappeared had not
Dr. R. McDonnell thought himself bound not to vote because he
had been a Royal Commissioner, in fact there was no majority. He
stated that, when he was Registrar of the College of Physicians
instances frequently came before him in which men were rejected
as being dangerously ignorant, and would reappear after a few days
or weeks fully qualified and would be impressed with the same mark
as the licentiates of the college. Both the Colleges of Physicians
and Surgeons had failed to exclude that class of men.

The framers of the report of the council of the Dublin Branch
were satisfied with the status guo anfe. He was not; he considered
it essential that there should be some reform. Their profession was
fall of the lame, blind, and halt. There was no warrant for the
inference drawn by the report and re-echoed by Dr. Haughton, that
the standard of examination under a conjoint system, ;%ich would
represent each division of the kingdom, would be on the low level
of licensing bodies which had acquired a most disastrous represent-
ation for laxity and incompetency. At present there were nineteen
bodies competing with each other in order to obtain fees and the
result of this was a downward tendency in the qualification of the
men they passed. With three licensing bodies, the downward
competition would be modified, and their examination could be
better supervised by the medical council. The corporations had
done good, but they should remember that they existed for the
public. He maintained that they ought to do everything in their
power to elevate their profession and to ‘exclude from it. men who
were a disgrace to it, which they could not do unless they reduced
greatly the number of portals to it.

The R:gxstm r-General, Dr. GRIMSHAW, in seconding the amend-
ment, said that he also did so as a member of the Council. He did

not believe that the demand for medical reform was an ignorant de-

mand. He affirmed that it came from the best half of the profession.
They knew also that it came from the public. Ever since the
British Medical Association was established, its policy had been in
favour of medical reform. The corporations were now face to face
with the recommendations of a powerful Royal Commission, 9nd the
public would not listen to men who set themselves against it. He
believed that the tendency of the conjoint examination would be to
elevate the profession, and so far from dwarfing the standard of
qualification, as had been stated, would make the dwarf a_giant
compared with the minimum. If the General Medical Council had
been an efficient body, no legislation would have been necessary now,
but the existing state of things was the result of twenty-five years
of its inefficiency. The corporations all seemed afraid to criticise
each other and on one another. The only remedy for this
was, the introduction into the Council of the independent element, by
the direct vote of the profession. He hoped that the sound cor-
porations would be retained.

On the motion of Dr. JAcoB, seconded by Dr. ROBERT
MCDONNELL, the debate was adjourned.

This im, t debate was resumed on February 6th, and a short
notice of the proceedings will be found in our “Irish Week,” p. 271.
The principle of direct representation, having received the mpri-
matwr of the Royal Commission, its advocates may well be satis-
fied. Itis true the name of Sir James Paget was adduced against
it, but his advocacy of its adoption by the Royal Commission was
omitted.

The public press is gradually becoming enlightened on the sub%ect
of medical reform. In commenting on the meeting of the Dublin
Branch, the Freeman’s Journal of January 26th, in refexence to Dr.
Atthill's mention of dangerously ignorant men becoming licentiates,
remarks: “Is this to continue because the vested interests of the
¢ corporations’ may be hurt? Surely, such a proposition is absurd.
Let the existing corporations remain. If they maintain a high stand-
ard, their degrees will still be of value; but let there be some. offi-
cial test that will satisfy the public that all medical men have at
least a certain qualification. At present, the public have not perfect
confidence in the ¢corporations’.”

NORTH LONDON DISTRICT.

A MEETING of this Branch was held on Friday evening, Januarg .
26th, at the house of J. Wallis Mason, Esq., No. 1, Osnaburg
Terrace, Regent’s Park, when Dr. Felix Semon gave an address on
“The Diagnostic Importance of Paralyses of the Glottis Openers.”

A somewhat intricate subject was made very plain, and invested
with much interest by the exhibition of a large model of the larynx
and diagramatic references. These rendered the following of the
anatomical points of the lecture very clear and distinct. The in- -
fluence of the nerves and muscles in their action on the vocal
apparatus was first pointed out and fully explained. Numerous
cases were read, illustrative of paralysis of the right or left vocal
cords, and of the causes which produced these effects, some of them
being thoracic and other; cel;ebral. "

It was shown that if the laryngoscope gave evidence of paralysi
of the vocal cords, serious mischiefpemay be expected to manifest
itself perhaps in the brain in connection with the floor of the fourth
ventricle, or else in the chest, by aneurysm of the subclavian, or pres-
sure in the recurrent laryngeal nerves by goitre, or other causes. The
paralysis of the vocal cords gave very early and decisive testimony of
grave and serious disease being present, when other symptoms failed
to attract much attention, and thus was made manifest by the recital
;)f cases in i]ﬁ::tration of Dr. Semon’s views. Therefore, the

cope a value, not only in giving know’ e of diseases
am isting in the throat, but gfl in ‘catingle?fe presence of
diseasein somewhat distant parts. A discussion followed on a few
points brought out in the address, and the meeting separated.

DEATH FBOM CHLOROFORM.—Another of those sad occurrences
which are occasionally to be expected when powerful remedies are
used to produce insensibility to pain, observes the Canadian Jowrnal,
took place in Quebec. The patient was a boy, ten years of y
about to have a tooth extracted. The ansesthetic was administered by
Dr. Russel, junior, with every possible care. On the first indication -
of alarming symptoms, the doctor immediately discontinued the in- :
halation and commenced artificial respiration. In this case life was
:ﬁint:fﬁned flc:r aboutt two hours a‘fixber téhe discontinuance of the

oroform, the patient seeming to die of gradual paralysis of the
nerves of respiration and circulation. 7 -
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MEDICAL APPOINTMENTS.

.Con.mcwoob. David, M.B., B.8.Lond., M.R.C.S.Eng., mted one of the
ege.

Senior Demonstrators of Anawmy at University Col

HipDEN, William E., M.D., M Ch., isf
Bouth Dispensary 1 .» appointed Assistant Eouse-Surgoon to the

HARr, George H. LROPEdin » M.R.C.8.Eng., a nted Medieal

Heslth for the Urban smmry Bistrict of Hatboran ! Officer of

Hovt, H. L., MRCS,, inted Resident Housc-Surgeon to the Brixton,
Streatham, lnd Herne H Dispensary, tice G. J. Wileon, JM.R.C.8., resigned.

MrLLER, O. M., M.R.C.8., appointed House-Surgeon and Registrar to the London
Temperance Hospital,

Moore, 8. H., L.R.C.P., appointed Resident Med:ical Oficer to the Chehea Work-
house and lnﬁrmuy, vice W. H. Netherclift, F.R.C.8., resigned

Nem, J., M.B., lpgointed Auista.nt Medical Officer to lhe Portsmouth Lunatic
A:ylum, tice A, vis, L.R.C.P., resigned.

PRINGLE, J. J., M.B., appointed Medical Registrar to the Middl Hos
viceJ.W. Browne. lir)]rmngnal eex pital

WrLL1AMs, J. Alexander, M.B., M.R.C.8.E., appointed House-Surgeon to th
London Hospital. » 4ppo o geon ¢
qu.sos'. H.,,MR.CS8,

:gpomted Medical Officer of the First District to the
sz. savlour s Unfon, » B, deceased.

Worboys, M.R.C.8.,

BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS.

The charge for mm'n announcements Births, Marriages, and Deaths is 3s. 64,
ge f ng uld be forwarded mqftampc with theuz;;umu '
BIRTHS. '
BUCKLIYG. -0 the 7th lntt., the wife of C. W, Suckling, M.D.Lond., of 108,
Newhalf Street, Birmingham, of o son.

Wmrsy.—On ‘the 30th ult., at Summerﬁeld. Birmingham, the wife of Edward
Vickers Whitby, M.R.C.8., of & daughter

IARBIAGE
—On lemry 1st, at Bt, Margaret, Ormeshy, by Ca.non Geor,
- Venables, Vicar of Great Yarmouth, nnd Rural ‘Dean, assisted by the Rev."
;8 B(l’ogeld.fg.’%khﬂm o e e o (8 ol ernezﬁsgl hD Ii&ool;s
8., of » youn, son of Bpencer T, .,
o of Forest mnf 1o Fensy Bhoanetn only daughter of tie late late’ Stephen
Abl tt, an . of Castleacre, arfolk.
DEATH.

ToULMIN.—On the 4th instant, at 36, Thatloe Square, Boutl Ieusiugbon,l‘red-
cnck l’ tstus 'Doulmin, F.R.C.B.E., aged 81 years

Svnazo': MAJOR CUFFE, of Woodhall Qpa, has been presented
with a gold keyless chronometer and chain, bearing the following
inscription: « Presented to Robert Cuffe; Esq., by a fow gratefnl
patiénts and friends. Woodhall Spa, Jannary 1883.” Great regret
is, we hear, expressed at the mnear oogrospect of losmg Mr. (‘mﬁes
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HEALTH OF FOREIGN CITIES. —It appears from the statistios,
published in the Registrar-General’s last weekly return, that the
death-rate recently averaged 35.2 per 1000 in the three principal
Indian cities; it was 28.6 in Bombay, 40.2 in Calcutta, and 42.4 in
Madras. Cholera caused 79 deaths in Calcutta, showing a decline of
18 from the numberin the previous week; the deaths in Bombay in-
cluded 15 from small-pox and 16 from measles, while the largest
proportional fatality of « fever” was recorded in Madras. Accordi
to the most recent weekly returns, the average annual death-rate per
1000 persons estimated to be living in twenty-one of the largest
European cities, was 27.1, and was no less than 3.4 above the mean
rate last week in twenty-eight of the largest English towns. The
death-rate in St. Petersburg was equal to 43.7, and showed a further
increase upon the high rates in recent weeks; the 778 deaths in-
cluded 29 fatal cases of small-pox, 26 of scarlet fever, and 22 of
typhus and typhoid fever. In three other northern cities—Copen-
hagen, Stockholm, and Christiania—the death-rate averaged 26.1,
and ranged from 17.1 in Christiania to 29.6 in Copenhagen ; scarlet
fever caused 6 deaths in Stockholm, and whooping-cough 4 in
Copenhagen. In Paris, the death-rate was equal to 26.7, and the
deaths included 45 from typhoid fever, and 15 from small-pox.
The 210 deaths in Brussels were equal to a rate of 27.2, and included
6 fatal cases of small-pox. The rate in Geneva did not exceed 20.8.
In the three principal Dutch cities—Amsterdam, Rotterdam, and
the Hague—the mean death-rate was 28.3, and ranged from 26.9
in Amsterdam, to 28.2 in Rotterdam; small-pox caused 7 deathsin
Rotterdam, and diphtheria 6 in Amsterdam. The Registrar-General's
table includes nine German and Austrian cities, in which the death-
rate averaged 27.6, and ranged from 21.5 and 238 in Berlin and
Dresden, to 35.4 and 39.4 in Prague and Trieste. Small-pox caused
5 deaths in Vienna and 2 in Buda-Pesth; diphtheria showed the
largest, proportion of fatality in Dresden. The death-rate was equal
to 29.8 in Turin, and 38.9 in Venice ; typhoid fever caused 6 deaths
in Turin, and measles showed fatal prevalence in both these Italian
cities. In four of the largest American cities, the mean death-rate
was 26.2; the rate ranged from 19.4 in Brooklyn, to 34.5 in Balti-
more, Small-pox caused 83 deaths in Baltimore, showing a -fur-
ther increase upon previous weekly numbers, and 10 in Philadelphia.
Typhoid fever caused 15 deaths in Philadelphia, and diphtheria
showed excessive fatality in most of these American cities, especially
in Baltimore.

ANTISEPTIC VALUE OF CARBONIC ACID.—The preservative action
of carbonic acid on meat has recently been demonstrated by Pro-
fessor Kelbe, of Leipsic. He hung pieces of beef, including fat and
bone, in cylindrical tinned-iron vessels, which were kept in a warm
room of the laboratory, where the temperature at midday rose to 89

Fahr, Each piece was hungifrom the cross bar; a plate for dropping .

.liquid stood below; just over this was a tubular e for entrance
of carbonic acid ; the cylindrical lid of the vessel entered an annular
trough holding glycerine, and had a tube in the middle. When
nearly all the air was supposed to be driven out through the latter
tube by the entering gas, the elastic tubes connected to both tubes
were pinched with screws. After eight days in the vessel the beef
wag not distinguishable from fresh beef in aspect or taste after
cooking, and the gravy was like that from fresh beef. After a
fortnight the beef had become somewhat gray externally. and only a
fine palate could distinguish the gravy from that of fresh meat.
Sometimes beef and gravy had a weakly acid taste , which was
casily remedied with a little carbonate of potash. After three
wecks the beef was still of the same good quality, only softer than
fresh beef and requiring less time to cook. It was quite free from
bad smell even after from four to five weeks, but the cooked gravy
then no longer tasted so good as fresh gravy. The experiment
ceased at that point, and it is believed to establish that carbonic
acid is an exoellent means of
and maintaining its good taste for several weeks. It is noteworthy
that mutton under like treatment began to smell badly after eight
days; veal, also, could not be kept so long as beef. Fowl and game
‘have not yet -been operated upon; but fish, lobsters, oysters, and
fruit could be kept for a short time. Further tests are to be made of
this antiseptic. The antiseptic value of carbonic acid gas has lon
been known to those interested in the question, and has been thg
‘subject of many previous experiments. The effort has been made oh
more than one occasion, wexgelieve, to make this agent available f
commercial purposes ; and those who are familar with the i
at the Great Exhibition of 1851, will remember that on that occasio
‘a'variety of articles of food were shown, which had been preserved i
carbonic acid gas for-very long periods of time, and which were then
quite fresh and sweet. Hitherto, however, the difficulty has beeh

preserving beef from putrefaction,.

how to make this prove available, on a large scale, for commercial
ase. - i A b i

BETHLEM HOSPITAL AND-I1TS TRUSTS.—A curious point, which
is of considerable iritetest to the trustees of charitable funds, has
just arisen in connection with the -bequests made to Bethlem
Hospital, London. It would seem that, about a century ago one
John Baynard bequeathed the 'sum of £I,000 to the governors' df
Bethlem Hospital on condition- thit the hospital should at any time
receive for treatment an insane patient to be nominated by the
churchwardens of St. Margaret’s -parish, in the city of Roohester,
who were appointed the sole truste¢s of the fund. From time to
time patients have been duly received at the “hospital from the
parish of St. Margaret, but within the last few years difficulties
have arisen between the governors of the hospital and the church-
wardens as to the reception -of -patients, the hospital authorities-en
various pretexts, declining to admit the patients nominated by the
churchwardens. ' The trustees accordingly broaght the matter before
the Charity Commissioners, who- u¥0n the governors of the
hospital to fulfil the conditions required of them, the result being
that the hospital authorities expressed their wish to pay back the
amount of the sum left to the hospital by Baynard-—namely, £1,000
—and so relieve themselves of their obligation. This the Charity
Commissioners have allowed to be done, and a new scheme is about
to be arranged for the disposal of the funds of the charity. In the
meantime the churchwardens of St. Margaret’s insist that the
hospital authorities should repay a much larger sum than the
original £1,000, considering the great difference in the value.of
money as compared with the present time and the date of the
bequest. The point urged by the churchwardens is now under the
consideration of the Charity Commissioners.

BRITISH HOME FOR INCURABLES, CLAPHAM.—A pleasant gather-
ing took place on the evening of January 25th, at this institution, on
the occasion of an entertainment under the direction of Mr: R: G.
Salmond, the secretary, The programme of the evening was varied
and included some capital singing by Messrs. Brett, Read, Hall, and
Morgan; recitations by Mr. C. W. Annesley.Trollope, which were
enthusiastically received ; and, by the kindness of Messrs, Mead and
Deverell, the audience were treated to ventriloquism and conjuring
by Professor Hellis, of the Royal Polytechnic Institution, a noticeable
and thoroughly appreciated feature of which was the- -wonderful
production of a packet, properly directed to each patient, containing
a welcome and suitable present; nor were those forgotten who,
owing to their terrible and incurable maladies, were confined to their
beds, as Professor Hellis paid them all a visit, and distributed. the
gifts. The idea of bringing together in friendly intercourse, at this
season of the year, all those connected with the management of the
charity, is an excellent one; and, this being the first Christmas -en-
tertainment that has taken place at the Home, it is a pleasure to
record that it was.a complete success, and gave- intense satisfaction
to both visiters and patients. Itis to be hoped that it may.be the
means of bringing the urgent claims of this most deserving and
national charity before the public. Among those present were: -His
Highness the Raja of Rampur; Captain Bedford Pim, R.N. ;. Mr.
Krishualal Datta; Dr. Gardiner; Dr. and Mrs. Rugg; Dr. and Mrs,
Cooper; Mr..and -Mrs. J. A. Shaw Stewart; Mr. and Mrs, Frank
Bevan; Colonel and Mrs. Clifton Gascoigne; Colonel and Mrs: ‘Dug-
more ; Colonel Bates; Major and Mrs. Dundas; General and Mrs.
Eliott; Mr. and Mrs. John Young; Mr. Baber; Mr:. and Mrs. Hubert -
Scott ; Miss Ripley; the Misses Cooper; the Rev. E. Maughan ; Mr.
and Miss Clarke ; Mr. and Mrs. Forrester: e

CORONERS’ EXPENSES FOR MIDDLESEX.—The following were the
disbursements of the different coroners for Middlesex, passed at the
January Sessions: Sir John Humphreys, Eastern District, 312 inqui-
sitions from .November 13th to December 31st; £478 14s. 64.; Dr.
George Danford Thomas, Central District; 301 inquisitions, from
November 11th to December 31st, £581 19s. 6d.; Dr. Diplock, Wes-
tern District,- 134 inquisitions, from November 13th $o0.Deocember
3lst, £258 3s.; Mr. W. J, Payne, Liberty of the Duchy of Lancaster,
16 inquisitions, October 1st to- December B8lst, £38 19s:.6d.; Mr.
Charles 8t. Clare Bedford, City and Liberty of Wéstminster, 59
inguisitions, from November 1st to December 31st, £123 18s. .
ThMAM::iMEB MED:";L SocIETY : Mwnoscopgcu. SEOTION.—
.The annual meeting of the Microscopical Section of -the Manchegper
‘Medical Society Vi;i ‘held ‘on the 28rd ultimo.: The following were
elected officers for the ensuing year.: President:: Dr..J. Dreschfeld,
Vice-President : Dr, D, J: Leoech. - : Commités:. Mr. J: Broadbent ;
Dr. J. Dixon:Mann; Dr:J. 8. Bury ;. Dr:-A. H. Griffith ;, Dr.-H..Tom-
kins; Mr. A.'W. 8tocks.. - Tremsurer . Dr. H- Ashby... Secretary : Mr.
A H. Young: ~*. " - oo o
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OPERATION DAYS AT THE HOSPITALS.

MONDAY...........Metropolitan Free, 2 p.u.—Bt. Mark’s, 2 p.m.—Royal London
Ophthalmie, 11 A.M.—Royal Westminster %htlmlmlc, 1.30p.m.
—Royal Orthopedie, 2 p.M.—Hospital for Women, 2 P.M.

TUESDAY. .........Guy’s, 1.30 P.M.—Westminster 2 p.M.—Royal London Ophthal-
mie, 11 A.n.—R_oga.l ‘Westminster Oph: 'mic, 1.20 p.M.—West
gondon,a P.M.—8t. Mark’s, 9 A.M.—Cancer Hospital, Brompton,

P.M.

WEDNESDAY....8t. Bartholomew’s, 1.80 P.M.—8t. Mary’s, 1.30 p.M.—Middlesex,
1 p.M.—University College, 2 P m.—London, 2 P.M.—Royal
London Qphthalmic, 11 A.M.—Great Northern, 2 p.M.—Samari-
tan Free tal for Women and Children, 2.30 p.M.—Roya
Westminster Ophthalmic, 1.30 p.M.—St. Thomas’s, 1.30 P.){.—
8t. Peter’s, 2 .M.—National Orthopzdic, 10 A.M.

THURBSDAY. ......8t. George’s, 1 P.M.—Central London Ophthalmic, 1 P.M.—
Charllés Cross, 2 P.M.—] London Ophthalmic, 11 A.M.—

LETTERS, NROTES, AND ANSWERS T0
CORRESPONDENTS.

COMMUNICATIONS respecting editorial matters should be addressed to the Editor,
1}51:1; s-trrand. W.Cé:: In{xdo?‘; g::nose eonoentl‘i)nﬁlblﬁinen mnt:er}s; non-deliwiry
of the JOURNAL, etc. add d e at t
Strand, W.C., London. er, ab the Office, 1614,

AUTHORS desiring reprints of their articles published in the BRiTISHE MEDICAL
JOURNAL, quested to icate beforchand with the Manager, 1614,
Strand, W.C.

CORRESPONDENTS who wish notice to be taken of their communications, should
authenticate them with their names—of course not rily for publicati

Punric HEALTH DEPARTMENT.—We shall Be much obliged to Medical Officers
of Health if they will, on forwarding their Annual amf other Reports, favour
us with Duplicate Copies.

CORRESPONDENTS not answered, are requested to look to the Notices to Cor-

dents of the following week.

Royal
for Diseases of the Throat, 2 p.M.—Royal Westminster
Ophthalmie, 1.30 p.M.—Hospital for Women, 2 p.M.—Lond
2 p.M.—~North-west London, 2.30 .M.
FRIDAY.............King’s_College, 2 p.M.—R ‘Westminster Ophthalmic, 1.30
P.x.g—noyalg%ondon Opmmlc, 11 A.M.—Central London
Ophthalmic, 2 p.M.—Royal South London Ophthalmie, 2 p.y1.

—Guy’s, 1.30 p.m.—St. as’s thalmic Department),
2 p.uY—Em London Hospital for ((h?ﬁgren, 2p.M. )

SATURDAY. ......8t. Bartholomew’s, 1.3¢ p.m.—King’s College, 1 P..—Royal
Tondon Ophthalmie, 11 A.m.—nayalsmmniefst’gr Ophthalmic,
1.30 p.M.—Bt. Thomas’s, 1.30 p.M.—Royal Free, 9 A.M. and
2 p.M.—London, 2 P.M.

HOURS OF ATTENDANCE AT THE LONDON
HOSPITALS.

OHARING Cross.—Medical and Surgical, daily, 1; Obstetrie, Tu. F., 1.30; 8kin,
M. Th.; Dental, M. W. F., 9.30.

@uy’s.—Medical and 8 cal, da.il%,;xo. Tu., 1.30; Obstetric, M. W. F., 1.30;
Eye, M. W., 1.30; Tu. F., 12.30; ,» Tu, F.,12.30; Bkin, Tu., 12.30; Dental,
Tua. Th. F,, 12.

KiNa's Oomer.;l[ed;gal, Edn.ﬂyl,( 2 ,,m?ni'gim]ﬁ daily, 1.30; Omtﬂtc’,‘%‘u.l'l'hﬁs.,
2; o.p., M. W. F,, 12.30; Eye, M. Th.1; mic Departmen .1; Ear,

153" "Skin, Th. Throat, Th., 3; Dot B E 10

LoxpoN.—Medical, daily, exc. 8., 2; Burgical, daily, 1.30 and 2; Obstetric, M.
Th., 1.30; o.p., W. 8., 1.30; Eye, W. 8.,9; Ear, 8., 9.30; 8kin, W., 9; Dental,
Ta., 9.

MrpprEsEx.—Medical and Surgical, daily, 1; Obstetrie, Tu. F., 1.30; o.p., W. 8.,

1.305 Eye, W. B., 8.30; Ear, fnd Thm?t', Ta., 9; Bkin, F., 4; Dental, daily, 9.

87. BARTHOLOMEW'S.—Medical and Surgieal, daily, 1.30: Obstetric, Tu. Th.B.,2;
o.p., W. B., 9; Eye, Tu. W. Th. 8., 3; Ear, M., 2.30; 8kin, F., 1.30; Larynx,
W., 11.30; Orthopzdic, F., 12.30; Dental, Tu. F., 9.

87. GRORGE'S.—Medical and Burgical, M. Tu. F. 8., 1; Obstetrie, Tu, B.,1; 0.p.,
Th., 2; Eye, W. 5., 3; Ear, Tu., 2; Skin, Th., 1; Throat, M., 3; Orthopsdic,
W., 2; Dental, Tu. 8., 9; Th., 1.

871. MARY’s.—Medical and Burgieal, daily, 1.45 ; Obstetrie, Tu. F., 9.30; o.p., Tu.
F., 2; Kye, Tu. F. 9.15; Ear, M. Th.,2; Bkin, Tu. Th., 1.30; Throat, M. Th.,
1.45; Dental, W. B., 9.30.

. Tmomas's.—Medical and Surgical, daily, except Bat., 2; Obstetric, M. Th., 2;

sTo.p., W.F., 12.30; Eye, M. Th.,2; 0.D., daily, except Sat., 1.30; Ear, Tu., 12.30;
8kin, Th.,12.30 ; Throat, Tu., 12.30; Children, 8., 12.30; Dental, Tu. F., 10.

NIVERSITY COLLEGE.—Medical and Surgical, daily, 1 to 2; Obstetrie, M. Tu. Th.
UF., 1.30; Eye, M. Tu. Th. F., 2; Ear, 8.,1.30; Bkin, W.,1.45; B.,9.15; Throat,
Th., 2.303 tal, W., 10.30.

RSTMINSTER.—Medical and Surgical, daily, 1.30; Obstetric, Tu. F.,3; Eye, M.
w’l‘h., 2.30; Ear, Tu. F., 9; Bkin, Th., 1; Dental, W. 8., 9.15.

MEETINGS OF SOCIETIES DURING THE
NEXT WEEK.

MONDAY.—Medical Bociety of London, 8.30 .M. Dr. C. Theodore Williams
will reopen the adjourned di ion on the A iation of Bacilli and
Tuberculosis.

TUESDAY.—Royal Medical and Chirurgical Society,8 ».w., Ballot. 8.30 £.M.,
Mr. Christopher Heath: Aneurysm of the Externsal Carotid Artery, Liga-
ture of the Common Carotid. Mr. Howard Marsh : Ligature of the Carotid
and Right Subclavian Arteries for Aneurysm of the Aorta. Mr. Henry
Morris: Aneurysm of the Arch of the Aorta, involving the Innominate
Artery, with Remarks on the Distal Ligature.

‘WEDNESDAY.—Hunterian Society, 7.30 P.M., A 1 Meeting for the
Election” of Officcr's 8 P.M, The Annual Oration will be delivered by
Mr. E. G. Gilbert in the theatre of the London Institution.—Royal Micro-
scopical Bociety, 8 P.w. Annual Meeting.

THURSDAY.—Harveian Society of London, 8.30 p.M. Dr. Morton will open
a Discussion on the Report of a Committee of the Society appointed for
the purpose of Jnguiring into the Mortality referable to Alcobol.

1 G

‘WE CANNOT UNDERTAKE TO RETURN MANUSCRIPTS NOT USLD.

8aAp CAsé or A SURGEON’S Winow.,

81r,—May I acknowledge the following donations I have reccived in answer to
the appeal I was enabled, through your kindness, to make in your JOURNAL of
January 20th for poor Mrs. 8tephens? T. Smith, F.R.C.B., £2 2s.; Dr. Bull,
Hereford, £1 1s.; Henry Stear, Esq., £1 1s.; Dr. Gardiner, £1; J. A. Shaw
Stewart, Esqg., £1; L. L. Powell, Esq., 10s.; “X.”, 10s.; }H. A, L., 5s.; ditto, 5s.
1 only require a few pounds more to supply her with some necessary clothing,
and hope.to obtain a passage for her in the Drummend Castle, sailing on
the 27th instant.—I am, sir, your obedient servant,

R. G. BarmMoND, Secretary,
British Home for Incurables: Offices, 73, Cheapside, E.C.,
February 6th, 1883,

AL R. C. 8. (Carlton).—Dr. Duhring’s dtlas of Siin-Inseases.

ALCOHOL AND INTOXICATING DRINKS.

81r,—1I regret to see so devoted a friend to temperance as Miss Richardson, fall
into an error very natural to all who, from having had no medical training,
are practically unzcquainted with the facts of the patholog of alcobol.
Danger to the reformed inebriate does not lie in aleohol as ale , bat in
drinks in which this narcotic poison is present in intoxicating proportion.
I have found 1} per cent. of alcohol in ginger-beer, which has been drunk, not
only without harm, but with considerable benefit, by the reformed. I Lave
also seen marked good follow the administration of various umintoxicating
beverages contajniu% from 5 to 2 per cent. Alcohol, probably (I, for one, have
been unable to invalidate the conclusions of M. Muntz) exists in the air, earth,
and water around us, as a product of organic decomposition. The total ab-
stinence movement and the rescued inebriate are concerned simply with
intoxicating drinks of all kinds, and of every strength. With unint,oxzmtlng
drinks, whether these contain, or do not contain, alcchol, the tem ce
reformation wages no war. If I am not misinformed, the Inland Revenue
classes all liquors with less than 3 per cent. of proof spirit (=1.37 per cent. of
absolute alcohol by weight) as non-intoxicant. I should be glad to see the
limit raised, as you suggest, to 2 per cent. of absolutealeohol by weight (=4.40
per cent. of proof spirit), as any drink containing not more than this quantity
by natural fermentation, is practically unintoxicating. A sample of unin-
toxicating raisin wine, containing 1.61 per cent. of absolute alcohol by weight
(=3.54 per cent. of proof spirit) is now before me. 1t is perfectly safe for an
reformed drunkard, and it is practically non-intoxicating, for it is impossib
to conceive of anyone drinking enough of it to produce even incipient intoxi-
cation. It would, in my judgment, be a severe blow to total abstinence if
the Government were to impose a spirit duty on the great variety of favourite
non-intoxicants which have done so much, in recent years, to popularise and

tend the tice of nce.

When we speak of any article as a poison, we, of cowrse, mean in a dose
sufficient to produce the symptoms characteristic of the particular poison.
Of the effects of a minute dose of aleohol, or aconite, or any other poison, we

know nothing. We cannot tell whether there hasbeen a teneficial or an in-
jurious effect, or, indced, any effect at all. In a word, the total abstinence of
the temperance movement is total abstinence from all intaricating liguors.—
Your obedient servant, NorMAN KERR, M.D.

January 20th, 1883.

A CorrLEcTorR.—The portrait of Dr. John Arbuthnot is rare; the autograph of
B. 8. Albinus very rare. Pettigrew states there is not one in the Leyden Uni-
versity, where he was so long a professor: neither is there ove at the Univer-
sities of Oxford or Cambridge, or the Ro‘ya.l College of Physicinne; the sister
College in Lincoln’s Inn PFields is more fortunate, possessing two; but Mr. T.

M. Stone has several, formerly in the possession of John Abernethy.

WATER CONTAMINATED WITH LEAD.

81R,~1 have read the letter of  Mr, Arthur Roleris” in your jssue of the 20th
instant, in which he says: ““ I have always found that ﬁltcrmg removed all
the lead.” It is a great pity that such a stat; t as this should be published
There are many cases in which water contains lead, and filtration is quite in-
efficient to remove it. It very often happens that water of certain classes,
contaminated with lead, will nct Eh-e it up even to a charcoal filter. It is
evident that the experiments which Mr., Roberts has made have been on
some classes of water only.—Yours truly, G. W. WIGNER, F.C.B,, F.I.C.

37, Lombard Btreet, E.C., January 23rd, 1883.

Txe OLDEST MEMDER.—Both John and William Hunter were members of the
old Corporation of Surgeons. John Hunter was buried under the church of
St. Martin’s-in-the-Fields; the ins were sub d to West-

minster Abbey.

'y
The remains of William Hunter were buried in the rector’s
vault of St. James, Iiccadilly ; he was the founder of the Hunterian Bchool
in Great Windmill Street, to which b removed in 177¢, .
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StEax Dairr KETTLE.

BiA,~I am sorry that Dr. B. J. Lee feels himself
' :?‘u \ Mh“:i.‘” lhn:zﬂlneonn
by ‘n::"oo tl.gnfmfy onmmym at Great Ormond Street, and was
Jore acquainted with the details of his invention. This acquaintance
with detalls enables me to ssy authoritatively that the croup kettle, as made
Allen, was not an imitation of any machine then in use at Great Ormond

" k on Tracheotomy (publishéd in 1880), when advooating the
va}:ulel:: alt'glneb'i:rh 339& (page ﬂ{ “tfor this purpose, the ventilatlngm

croup-

the most useful. It was made at m. estion, on_the principle of

B e genious “steam draft inhaler lnvented begaec g 0L the principle of
chi in and in one or two minor which, while they render it

POlnl-';
more convenient as a ¢ croup kettle’, they lessen its value as an inhaler.”
In -&«ﬁn to Mosers. Xllen the kei‘zle as at ?reaont made by them, my
waa to utilise that which is obviously good In Dr. Lee’s inhaler, and to
my , in practical detail, those poiuts w! rendered the employment of
the inhaler unmdble for the croup-bed. Further, I took the earliest oppor-
tunity, in my book and elsewhere, of acknowledging the share which belon,
to Dr. Lee in the ¢ invention”, such as it 1s. For myself, I have no ambition
to become known as an inventor of kettles; neither do 1
si@ered “ either or ingendous” in this department of work,
During my residence in Great Ormond Street, Dr. Lee's inhaler was fre-
; we did not, however, and could not, use it for the croup-bed.

uently
a‘he reason will be apparent to anyone who cares to examine for himself Dr.
Lee’s instruments as made at tﬁe period

to whioh I refer.—Yours faith.
fally, ROBERT Wi. PARKER.
London, January 29th, 1883,

to the above in Iast week’s issue of the
JOURNAL. In justice to Mr. Parker, we desire to say that we alonc are re-
spansible for isement, and for the use of the term ‘“steam draft
kettle”; and we would also say Mr. Parker has no personsl interest of any sort
whatever in our croup kettle. We aware that the late Mr. Napier stated
that our kettle was an imitation of one in use at the Children’s ospital in
Great Ormond Btreet ; this statement, however, is quite insccurate, as anyone
who examines the two articles will at once see.
gh not able to give the date when first introduced,
death of the medical man and the break-up of the firm who used to supply
them.weohonldl:zitlaovertwenty&e:n since a steam draft inhaler was
first introduced, not under that name, but under the simple name of “inhaler’;
80 the princ %glghgs the steam draught has nothing novel about it, even in
sense.

conclusion, we assert that when our first kettle was made, it met a want,
Great Ormond

to compere the
ge! further now being sold

as ““ Dr. Lee’s Steam Draft Kettle” was not made or introduced nntil after
ully inspected on our premises. We have now adver-

this article for four years in all the medical

80 must leave your
readers to decide for ves as to which has the priority.—We remain,
your obedient ALLEX AXD 8oX.

servants, AMES
21 and 23, Marylebone Lane, W., January 30th; 1883,

8. N. GRATTAN (Cotk) whshes ib t0 be stated .that the letter mml:sth
momafnmmmk referred to in the JOURNAL was not t.wi

A. BR.~Xo legal right whatever,

P HERPES ZOSTER. .
SIR,—As I have seen no re}:ly to the question asked on this subject,and as I have
been the subject of this itching on more than one oceasion, I think per
the treatment I adogit:d successfully to myself may be of use to * Inquirens”.
The cause of the itching, I believe, i3 capll] , and eonu?ueut
irritation to the peripheral nerves. I therefore bathe the part thoroughly for
& quarier of an hour, with water as hot as can be borne, and then rub with a

rough towel for about five minutes. This should be done three times
8 day, or oftener, and I find benefit result therefrom ; in thres or four
days it is well. Of course the tual constipation must be attended to. There

is always a certain amount of lt«chln& after the se ion of a scab, due, I
think, to the causs already mentioned ; if it is not doe to this, I do not sece
how the friction treatment would allay or cure it.—I am, faithfully yours,

N . A. H. L.R.C.P.E4d., ete.
A MEMBER (Manchester)—No double qualification is necessary for your
burpose.
BURPRISED,—The plagiarism is well known, we find, to the author, but he does
ot desire it to be noticed.
PREVENTION OF SMOKE.

8tR~I would supplement fwr letter on the prevention of smoke :{.um follow-
bits of information gleaned d a year’s residence in Canada.
‘nnehndcotllnbrgkenb mac| » and ecreened to sizes from a lar

to a bean, to suit the different of furnaces and stoves in which it
to be burned. The same practice should be followed here by the coal-

merchants.
&t'ﬂa'boﬂomaof the grates can be shaken, so that the ashes fall out with-
w’t use of the poker.

*
s American self-feeder stands abont five feet high, and has a reservoir
of coal which keepu.!,t. going for twelve hours. There 5 4

a round Tte in the
centre full of glowing coals, and you have a full view of it thronﬁ mica win-
“down.ao:t is stmply ection in a hall, and  warms the whole house. Why

s0ome

man um?itover,mdmskeoneontheumepnwem

fmstead of supplying the wretched black affairs which are sold at present?

' 4 The same remark appll-mthem. I have had experience of

and Welstood’s, and havs one of e’s, but none of them come

::to the best Axh . But I it is the old story. The Ameriean

he can “1lick creation”, but takes all he can find best from everyone

sls. The Englishman nothing, but stioks dogg:l.l;,&ovl‘z'lsown phi!' snd
-wiildearn from nobody.—~Yours, ete., + WALLACE, M.D.

. m,m&,mm 1883,

MXDTCAT, PRACIITIONER.~There s ho legal

from applying a dressing to & wound. ment to prevent anyone

Lxsxsp MEAL (FREED FROM OIL) AS 4 MATERIAL FOR Pourr
. LATLLER re de Pharmacie) recommends linseed meﬂ'whlcg& been
deprived of its oil as far superior to that which fs freshly ground and used in
its natural state; his own experience is added to the nt&horltyot Desc
in su of this statement. The latter says: ‘ The ofl of the in is so

pi by muci ous matter when warm water isadded to 'tnh‘e lingeed
meal, that no one has cver observed any trace of the oll ; netther the linen
nor the part poulticed is cver greased.” “When the oil s , it quickly
geeomu rancid, and seriously affects the skin. M. Lailler sgatu that the meal

e]

ived of its oil makes a lighter poultice, retains its heat longer, and is less
liable to give out unpleasant odours and causc unpleasant results than one
made of oily meal.
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Birkenhead; Mr. W. Thornton Parker, Texas; Mr. E. Clarke, London; Mr.
E. F. Bcongal, Huddersfield; Dr. John 8. Main, Withington ; Dr. J. H.
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Post-Office Orders should be made payable to the British Medical N
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