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represent the whole of the contributions of the working-men of London
to the hospitals. As long as annual subscribers to hospitals received a
return in the shape of letters, the Sunday and Saturday funds should
also claim such letters. If people who gave the money and received
the letters acted as almoners, and saw that the letters were only given
to suitable persons, they were doubly doing good. If the expense of
raising the Saturday Fund was too high, it should be shown how it
cotld be reduced. The gentleman gave to the fund so as to exercise his
bounty and patronage ; the poor man, so as to retain his independence.

Mr. BousriELD thought the question of funds very important.
They were never more needed than at present. The management of
hospitals was more expensive than it used to be, as appliances were
more intricate, and fashioned with deeper skill. The two Funds
might both be far greater ; they were not adequate to the wealth and
size of London. Hospital committees must look to the co-operative
system in the future; and there ought to be the two funds. There
was_room for both. Working men should not have to beg for hos-
pital-letters from richer neighbours. The principle that members of
the Hospital Saturday Fund Council should have a voice in the
management of hosgitals should be carried out, if it were possible,
with due regard to the efficiency of the hospitals themselves.

Mr. HaMiLTON OARR showed that Mr. Brodhurst and Mr. Burt,
representative working men, and Mr. Fawcett, who was in thorough
sympathy with working men, had all shown their deep sympathy in
the Elaospita.l Saturday Fund ; this would traverse the statement that
the Fund had not gained the sympathy of the working classes.

Mr. FoLLER said there were certain goints in the management of
hospitals which could only be discovered by the working classes ; for
example, the trouble that sick men and women had in attending out-
patients’ rooms in the morning. It was a great convenience to be
able to attend in the evening. Working men and women could speak
to people of their own class more freely than to ladies or gentlemen ;
a.ng if working men were made visitors to hospitals for six months or
a year at the time, and could go in and out when they so desired, it
would give working men a much greater confidence in the manage-
ment of the hospitals.

Mr. ABRAHAM said there were 200 delegates connected with the Hos-
pital Saturday Fund. 'They had held 150 meetings, which would show
what interest they took in this matter. Vast numbers of workshops were
represented on the Committee, and the men in these workshops could now
obtain letters for hospitals. As to the expenditure, he thought it won-
derful that it was not more ; it would grow less as time went on.

Mr. DicKINSON said that workmen liked direct representation in the
management of all funds which they assisted in collecting ; and, as
hospitals existed for that class of people, they had great sympathy
with all that related to those institutions. People did not always re-
ceive the treatment at hospitals which they should have.  No people
could dispense the hospital letters so carefully to the most deserving
recipients as the working men themselves. The councils of the two
fungs might consult each other with advantage on many points.

Mr. BUrDETT, in reply, said that he was in favour of direct sub-
scriptions from the workshops to the hospitals, rather than indirect
contributions through an intermediate fund. He thought both classes
—the well-to-do and the working men—would greatly benefit by asso-
ciation on a joint committee. The expenses of the Hospital Sunday
Fund were low because the agency was voluntary ; the same would
result if the working men contributed directly to the hospitals. In
the workshop the master and foreman should be able to get at the
men as the clergymen and churchwardens could get at the congre-
gation in the church. No one doubted that, under the present
system of quid pro quo, the working men should receive tickets for
their contributions in the same proportion as were returned for dona-
tions given byrich subscribers; but this advantagecould only be obtained
by direct subscription to the hospitals from the workshops.

Summing up the debate, the CHAIRMAN said that funds were wanted
by all hospitals, and that the contributions to the Hospital Saturday
Fund, in an imperfect way, and to some extent, encouraged thrift.

THE TREATMENT OF LUPUS BY THE GALVANIC CAUTERY.—M. Bes-
nier states, in the Paris Médical, that the g:lvanic cautery does not
produce more scarring than the other methods, when carefully applied
to the diseased parts only. The gain is not very severe, and there is
no danger of hemorrhage. M. Besnier thinks that one great advan-
tage of this method is to prevent the auto-inoculation of micro-organ-
isms, which is said to take place occasionally when scarifications are
used. Certain cases show that this operation is sometimes followed by
the rapid development of tuberculosis in internal organs; and the fact
acquires significance when it is remembered that, according to Cornil
an%. others, true lupus is a local tuberculosis of the skin.

ASSOCIATION INTELLIGENCE.

NOTICE OF EXTRAORDINARY GENERAL
" MEETING.
NoticE is hereby given, that, in accordance with Article 13, an
EXTRAORDINARY GENERAL MEETING of Members of ' the British
Medical Association will‘'be held at the Queen’s Hotel, Birmingham,
on Wednesday, the 28th instant, at Three o’clock in the afternoon:
To consider Requisition, of which the following is a copy.

To the President and Council of the British Medical Association.

We, the undersigned, Members of the British Medical Association, request
the Council of said Association to forthwith convene in London an Extraordi-
nary General Meeting of the Members of said Association for the following
purposes :—

1. To consider complaints made by Members of the Association of their
being deprived by the Journal Committee and the Reform Committee of their
right to communicate through the medium of the JOURNAL with their fellow
Members concerning questions affecting the rights and privileges of the general
practitioners of the Association.

““2. To consider those provisions of the Government Bill, now in the House
of Lords, which are alleged by Members of the Association to be detrimental
to the interest and welfare of the general practitioners of the Association.

‘3. To devise means to remedy, satisfactorily to the Members of the Asso-
ciation, that for which the meeting is convened as above expressed in para-

-graphs 1 and 2.”

The requisition is signed by 53 Members of the Association.
Left at the office by GEORGE BROWN,
JoaN P. HENTSsCH,
R. H. S. CARPENTER,
on this 6th day of May, 1884.
Fraxcis FowkE, General Scerctary.
1614, Strand, London, May 13th, 1884.

NOTICE OF QUARTERLY MEETINGS FOR 1884:
ELECTION OF MEMBERS. .
MEeETINGS of the Council will be held on Wednesday, July 9th, and
October 15th, 1884. Gentlemen desirous of becoming members
of the Association must send in their forms of application for
election to the General Secretary not later than twenty-one days be-
fore each meeting, viz., June 20th, and September 25th, 1884, in
accordance with the regulation for the election of members passed
at the meeting of the Committee of Council of October 12th, 1881.

Francis FowkE, General Secretary.

COLLECTIVE INVESTIGATION OF DISEASE.
CARDS for recording individual cases of the following diseases have
been prepared by the Committee; they may be had on application
to the Honorary Secretaries of the Local Committees in each Branch,
or on application to the Secretary of the Collective Investigation Com-
mittee.
1. Acute Pneumonia.

viI. Puerperal Pyrexia.

1L.- Chorea. v Paroxysmal hemoglobin-
111 Acute Rheumatism. uria.

1v. Diphtheria, clinical. x. Habits of Aged Persons.
1ve. Diphtheria, sanitary. xI1. Albuminuria in the Appa-

v. Syphilis, acquired.
va. ,,  1nherited.

Notre.—The further 150 cases of pneumonia asked for by the Com-
mittee have now been received, and will be included in the forthcomin,
issue of the Record in July. The Committee hope that cases will stiﬁ
be communicated, as opportunity may occur, with a view toa further
report upon the subject in the future. :

An inquiry is being now issued concerning the general condition,
habits, and circumstances, past and present, and the family history of
persons who have attained or passed the age of 80 years.

The replies to this inquiry will be most valuable when given by a

rently Healthy.

.medical man ; but the questions have been so arranged, that, with the

exception of same on the last page, they may be answered by another
person.  Partial information will be gladly received.

Copies of the form and memorandum relating to Aged Persons,
printed in last week’s JOURNAL, are ready for distribution through
the }fcal Secretaries, and will be forwarded to any one who is willing
to fill up one or more of the forms, on application by post-card or
otherwise to the ‘‘Secretary of the Collective Investigation Com-
mittee,” 1614, Strand, London.

There 1s also now being issued an inquiry as to the occurrence of
Albuminuria in apparently healthy persons.
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Applications should be addressed to
The Secretary of the Collective Investigation Committee,
May 1884, 1614, Strand, W.C.
NoTiCE.—The Life- History Album preparcd by the Collective In-
vestigation Committee is now ready, and can be ordered of all book-
pellers, price 3s. 6d.

BRANCH MEETINGS TO BE HELD.

TaE NORTH-WESTERN PROVINCES AND OupH BRANcH.—Mcetings are held om
the first Friday in every month, at half-past nine, after dinner at eight o’clock.
Gentlemen wishing to be present are requested to communicate with the Secre.
taries, Surgeons SHIRLEY DEAKIN and W. A. MoRRISs, 8, City Road, Allahabad.

STAPFORDSHIRE BRANCH.—The third general meecingv;)f the present session will
be held in the Bell Medical Library, Cleveland Road, Wolverhampton, on Thurs-
day, May 29th, at 3 P.M. In comnection with the Collective Investigation Com-
mittee, a debate will take place upon Puerperal Pyrexia, and the discussion will be
commenced by Dr.J. Braxton Hicks, F.R.8., Consulting Obstetric Physician to
Guy’s Hospital. After the meeting, the members and their friends will dine
together at the Star and Garter Hotel, Victoria Street. Tickets (exclusive of wine),
78. 6d. each.—VINCENT JACKsoN, Secretary, Wolverhampton.—May 13th, 1884.

° MipLAND BRANCH.—The annual meeting of this Branch will be held in Notting-
ham on Thursday, July 3rd. Notice of papers, etc., to be sent to the Secretary,
LEWIS W. MARSHALL, M.D.

EAsST YORK AND NORTH LiNcoLN BrANCH.—The annual meeting will be held
at the Infirmary, Hull, on Wednesday, May 28th, 1884, at 1.30 r.M. Gentlemen
who intend to make any comrmunication, or to propose any resolution, are re-
quested to inform the Secretary.—E. P. HArDEY, Honorary Secretary, 17, Bruns.
wick Terrace, Spring Bank, Hull.

SouTH-EASTERN BRANCH : East Stssex DISTRICT.—A meeting of the members
of the above district will be held at the Castle Hotel, Wellington Square, Hastings,
on Tuesday, May 27th, at 3.30 p.M. Dinner at 5.30 p.m. ; charge 6s., exclusive of
wine. Mr. Kaye 8mith of St. Leonard’s will take the chair. Dr. Bagshawe
will show the following spccimens : Tumour of the Cercbellum (Carcinoma);
Btricture of the (Esophagus. Dr. R. J. Lee: EruFtions following Vaccination.
Henry Juler, Esq. : The Shadow-Test as a means of Diagnosis and Treatment of
Errors of Refraction ; Specimens of Eyes mounted in Glycerine Jelly. Dr. Moore :
Notes of a Case of Spinal Apoplexy. T. Jenner Verrall, Esq. : Notes of a Case
of Aphasia following a Blow on the Head. Communications with respect to the
reading of papers or cases, or the exhibition of morhid speciinens, should be ad-
dmug to the Honorary Secretary, T. JENNER VERRALL, 95, Western Road,
Brighton.—April 20th, 1884,

Batr AND BristoL Braxci.—The sixth ordinary mecting of the session will be
held at the Museum and_ Library, Bristol, on Wednesday evening, May 28th, at
f-past seven o'clock, E. Crossman, Esq., President, in the chair. The following
communications are expeeted. 1. Two Cases of Venesection in Heart-Disease : A.
J. Harrison, M.B.—2. The Treatment of Croup: F. G. Stevens.—3. A Case of
Cerebral Tumour, with Specinens : J. Taylor-—4. Successful Removal of Uterine
Fibroma by Atdominal Section. Exhibition of Specimen : F. Stockwell, M.D.—
5. On Glaucoma : F. R. Cross, M.B.—&6. Exhibition of an Incubator for Infants:
C. Elliott, M. D.—E. MArRkANM SKERRITT and R. J. H. Scorr, Honorary Secretaries.

METROPOLITAN CoUNTIES BRANCH.—The thirty-second annual meeting of this

Branch will be held at the Holborn Restaurant on Tuesday, June 24th, at 5.30 p.u.

“Jent: CharlesJ. Hare, M.D.; President-elect : Charles Macnamara, Esq. Dinner

at 7 p.M. ; tickets, 7s. 6d. each, exclusive of wine. Karly application for dinner-

tickets should be made to Dr. Grigg, 6, Curzon Street, Mayfair, W.—ALEXANDER
HeNrY, M.D., W. CHAPMAN GRIGG, M.D., Honorary Secretaries.

BourH WALES AND MONMOUTHSHIRE BRANCH.—The annual meeting of this
Branch will be held at Cardiff on Thursday, June 26th next; Eben. Davics, Esq
President ; A. S8heen, M.D., President-elect. Members wishing to bring forw:
communications, cases, etc., are requested to send titles to either of the under-
signed before June 7Tth, in order that the same may be inserted in the circulars.—
ALFRED SHEEN, M.D., Cardiff; D. ARTHUR Davies, M.B., Swansea, Honorary
Becretaries.—May 21st, 1884.

BIRMINGHAM AND MIDLAND COUNTIES BRANCH.—The annual meeting of this
Branch will be held at the Medical Institute on June 19th, at 3.30 rP.M.—R.
Ricnarbps, Sceretary.--14, Newhall Street, Birmingham.

NORTH OF IRELAND BRANCH: GENERAL MEETING.

A GENERAL meeting of this Branch was held in the Board Room of
the Belfast Royal Hospital on April 24th. Dr. MacoxcHy, Vice-
President, occupied the chair, and there were thirty-two other members
of the Branch present.

Homuwopaths.—A circular letter from the subcommittee appointed
by the Council of the Association to ascertain the opinion of the
Branches with regard to the admission and retention of homceopaths
as members of the Association, was brought before the meeting ; and,
on the motion of Mr. FAcAN (Belfast), scconded by Dr. GrAy (Castle-
wellan), the following resolution was adopted: ‘‘That, while this
Branch considers it very undesirable that professing homeeopaths be
admitted to the Association, they at the same time think that it would

be unwise for the Association to take prominent action in such
matters, belicving it wiser to leave each case to be dealt with on its

meri

The Medical Act Amendment Bill.—The Hono Secretary sub-
mitted a petition in favour of the Medical Act Amendment Bill, which
he had received from the Chairman of the Reform Committee, and a
letter requesting him to sign the same as a member of the Council of
the Association. It was thereupon moved by Dr. Byers (Belfast),
and seconded by Dr. PALMER (Armagh), and d : ‘“That, owing
to the diversity of opinion in this Branch regnrme the Medical Bill,
no official action be taken in the matter.”

Communications.—The following communications were read.

1. Dr. St. George (Lisburn) showed two cases of Fracture of the
Superior Maxilla, and read notes on the treatment.

2. Mr. Fagan read a short paper on the merits of some of the
methods for the Removal ot the Tongue, with reports of two cases in
which he removed that organhbx' the scissors.

- 3. Dr. Byers showed a Child with a large Malignant Abdominal
'umour,

4. Dr. Lindsay (Belfast) read a paper on Hysterical Paralysis, with
illustrative cases.

5. Dr. J. W. Browne (Belfast) gave a short account of a case
of Il?giuinal Hernia for which he operated successfully by Banks's
method.

6. Dr. Browne also exhibited a patient who received a Gunshot
‘Wound of the Abdomen, followed by a pelvic abscess requiring opera-
tion.

SOUTH-EASTERN BRANCH : WEST KENT DISTRICT.

A MEETING of the above District was held at the West Kent General
Hospital, Maidstone, on May 16th; A. H. HaLLowes, Esq., late
Honorary Secretary of the District, in the chair.

Next Mecting.—It was decided unanimously that the next meeting
be held at Rochester at the end of November; Dr. J.J. D. Burns, R.N.,
to preside on the occasion.

lection of Honorary Secretary.—The Honorary Secretary of the
District, Mr. A. W. Nankivell, was unanimously re-elected for the
ensuing year.

Communications.—The following papers were read and discussed.
M‘llic Dr. E. Ground : A case of Diabetes treated mainly with Skimmed

ilk.

2. Dr. S. Monckton: On the Application of Electricity in Medical
Practice, with Illustrative Apparatus.

Several interesting cases were exhibited to the meeting, and the
members and visitors present were conducted round the hospital by
the staff.

Dinner.—Eighteen members and visitors dined at the Star Hotel.

SOUTHERN BRANCH : ISLE OF WIGHT DISTRICT.

THE annual meeting of this district society was held at the Sandown
Hotel, Sandown, on Thursday, April 24th ; present, JaMes NearL,
M.D., President, in the chair, and seven members.

Neg{l Member.—Mr. T. Ormsby Wiley was elected a member of the
Branch. :

The Balance-Sheet for the last year was presented and passed unani-
mously, having been previously audited by Dr. Groves.

Officers.—Mr. LroyD proposed, and Dr. PLETTS seconded, and it
was unanimously agreed, that Dr. D. Benton be the president-elect.
Mr. LLoyp proposed and Dr. Groves seconded, that Dr. Williamson
be Vice-President elect. This was carried unanimously. Dr. Groves
proposed and Dr. PLETTs seconded, that Mr. Green be re-elected Secre-
tary and Treasurer. This was carried unanimously, and expression
was given by the members present to their indebtedness to Mr. Green
for t%le very efficient manner in which he had filled those posts for
the previous year.

Representative in the Branch Council.—Mr. GREEN proposed, Mr.
LIIEER&SS seconded, and it was resolved : That Dr. Coghill be re-
elected.

Next Mecting. —Mr. GREEN proposed, Dr. GROVESs seconded, and it
was resolved : That the next meeting be at Ryde. Mr. Barrow
kindly said that if he were at home at the time, and it was not
against the rules, he would be pleased to entertain the members at.
dinner.

The PRESIDENT gave a detailed statement of the work of the district
during the past year, alluding to the various papers, and thanking the
members for their courtesy and kindness during his year of office. He
then vacated the chair in favour of the new president, Dr. GROVES
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who gave an address on matters of social, general, and political interest |

to the profession.
Vote of Thanks.—Mr. BArRROW proposed a vote of thanks to Dr.
Neal for the manner in which he ha(r filled the post of president for the
t year. This was seconded by Mr. GREEN, who also thanked Dr.
eal for his assistance and courtesy during his year of office, and car-
ried with acclamation.

Antiseptic Tapping.—Dr. Cousins made some remarks upon the
antisoptic trcatment of woundsin gencral, and in particular on para-
centesis by slow evacuation. He described his antiseptic trocar,
which is made in several sizes for various kinds of tapping. He con-
demned rapid evacuation, referring to the dangers connected with it,
among which were syncope, and the fear of exciting peritonitis, and
exhibited and explained his instrument for tapping by slow evacuation;
the operation for which, by his instrument, would occupy three or
four hours, with comfort and relief to the patient, and freedom from
danger. He advocated the early treatment of these cases by tapping
before having recourse to medicines, as valuable time and strength were
wasted, and pointed out the ease with which rcﬁea.bod tappings could
be done with permanent benefit to the patient.—Mr. BArRow thought,
from a long experience of tapping by rapid evacuation, that there were
not the dangers attached to the old system which Dr. Cousins dreaded.
~—Mr. MEERES had not found dangers with rapid evacuation.—Mr.
LLoyp thought faintness a frequent effect under the old plan.—A dis-
cussion then took place, in which all the members present took part,
and the gencral opinion seemed to be in favour of Dr. Cousins’s

plan.—Dr. Cousins replied.—Mr. BArrow proposed a vote of
thanks.

EAST ANGLIAN BRANCH: ANNUAL MEETING.
THE annual meeting of this Branch was held at the Castle, Colchester,
on Thursday, May 15th, under the presidency of Mr. RoBerT FrANCIS
Symymoxs of Colchester.

Report of Council.—The following report of the Branch Council was
read and adopted.

‘¢ 8ince the last annual meeting of the Branch, important changes
have taken place in the government of the Association. The Council
will henceforth manage the general affairs and business of the Asso-
ciation; and by the 17th By-law, Section (A), it will develve upon
you to-day to elect two representatives of the Branch in the Council
of the Association.

‘“ The Branch consisted, at Christmas, of two hundred and five mem-
bers; and there are thirty-nine members of the Association resident in
the district who arc not members of the Branch. There have been
several deaths among our members: Mr. G. W. Petty of Fressinfiold,
who had been for many years a most regular attendant at our general
meetings; and Dr. H. G. Moore of Ipswich (both these members being
cut off prematurely, and both leaving large young families); also of
Mr. C. G. Marshall of Woodbridge, and Mr. William Ebden of Haugh-
Icy, the latter a very regular attendant at our meetings. Notwith-
standing these losses and some withdrawals, the Council are pleased to
announce a steady accession of members.

‘‘The Council beg to dircet the attention of the members of the
Branch, particularly the younger oncs, to the establishment of the
Medical Sickness, Annuity, and Life Assurance Society, which enables
any member of the profession in a state of hecalth to make provision
for a weekly payment in case of sickness. By small quarterly pay-
ments, a sum varying from £1 1s. to £4 4s. weekly during the con-
tinuance of illness will be secured to anyone joining the Society.

‘‘ The British Medical Benevolent Fund scarcely receives the support
it deserves in East Anglia; nevertheless, through the liberality of some
eleven members, the sum of £9 3s. was forwarded last year by the
Honorary Secretary.

‘ The following members of the profession have been elected by the
Council members of the Association and Branch: Mr. Stanley Stenton
Hoyland, M.R.C.S., L.S.A., of Tower Place, Ipswich; Mr. Robert .
Johnston, of Avoca House, Bungay ; Mr. J. A. Horsford, L.R.C.P.Ed.,
M.R.C.S., Long Melford; Mr. James Unsworth Green, of Alderton,
‘Woodbridge ; Mr. R. J. Horn, of Attleborough ; Mr. H. B. Vincent,
East Dereham. ‘

‘ The Council recommends the re-election of Mr. George Edward
Jeaffreson upon the Parliamentary Bills Committee of the Association.

**The Council recommends that the autumnal meecting be held at
Stowmarket, on Thursday, October 2nd ; and that the annual meeting
be held in 1885 at Ipswich, and that Dr. Elliston be President-elect.”

R?)rexentatim in the Council of the Association.—On the motion of
Mr. JEAFFRESON, seconded by Dr. CHEVALLIER, Dr. Elliston (Ipswich)
and Mr. T. W. Crosse (Norwich) were elected rcpresentatives of the
Branch upon the Council of the Association for 1884-85.

Branch Council.—The following were elected, in addition to ex officio
members: F. Bateman, M.D.; E. Barnes, M.D.; E. Crickmay, Esq.;
G. E. Jeaflreson, Esq.; G. C. Edwards, Esq.; H. S. Robinson, Esq.;
R. V. Gorham, Esq.

Luncheon. —The members—upwards of eighty—were entertained at
an elegant luncheon by the President. s

Prestdent’s Address.—This was listencd to with marked attention
and frequently applauded ; it inculeated a high moral standard in our
relations with the public and in consultation with each othier.

Specimens of a very interesting character were exhibited by Messrs.
H. Lower, F. Taylor, the President, and Mr. Knowsley Thornton.

Papers.—The following were read.’

1. George Johnson, M.D., F.R.S.: Picric Acid as a Test for Albu-
men and for Sugar in Urine,

2. Professor G. M. Humphry, M.D., F.R.S.: Inquiry as to Aged
Persons. ,

3. J. Knowsley Thornton, M.B., M.C.: On the Surgical Trcatment
of Renal Caleuli, with Notes on two Cases of Nephro-lithotomy.

4.. H. R. L. Veale, M.D., Colchester: On the Treatment of Pleuritic
Effusions. )

Collective Investigation of Discase.—The Honorary Secretaries, Dr.
Elliston and Mr. Rurton, reported that thirty-two cards had been re-
ceived in the year, against thirty-four in.the previous year.

The Earthquake.—Through the kindness of the President, a visit
was paid by a large number of members to the scenes of the recent
earthquake, who were surprised at the disastrous effects of the shock.
The damage to property is estimated at upwards of £100,000. Mr.
Hugh Green, surgeon, of West Mersea, is one of the heaviest sufferers..

Dinner.—About forty members dined at the Cups Hotel, at 7 r.m.

Conversazione.—A very agreeable day was ended by a conversazione
at the Castle, at 9 r.»., to which the members were invited by the
President and members of the Colchester Medical Society.

SPECIAL CORKESPONDENCE.
LIVERPOOL.

[FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.]
The Abattoir Question : the Medical Ofiicer of Health’s Report.—
Recent Reports on Unsanitary Liverpool.—The Professorslip of
Medicine in the University College.— The new Socicty for the Pre-

vention of Cruelty to Children.—The new Lying-in Hospital.—Horse-
Ambulances. ’

AT a meeting of the Health Committee of the City Council on March
6th, it was (ﬁzcidcd that a return be prepared by the medical ofticer of
health, showing the death-rate from all causes within a radius of
500 yards of the immediate vicinity of the Liverpool abattoir for ten
years past, as compared with a corresponding area in the several
other wards of the city. Dr. Stopford Taylor has completed this in-
vestigation, and the return was brought before the Council on May 8th.
It was proposed at this meeting, but the motion was negatived, that
the report be referred back to the medical officer for amendment, on
the ground that in it no comparison of the death-rate with corres-
ponding areas in other parts of the city was made, so that there was no
means of drawing a comparison. Dr. Taylor, however, affirms in his
report that he was unable to define any areas in other wards corres-
ponding with the one around the abattoir. Still, the results of the
investigation are very striking. For each of the past ten years, the
death-rate per 1,000 within the abattoir area has been greatly in ex-
cess of that for the two wards in which the slanghter-houses are situ.’
ated, and also that for thc city as a whole. For instance, in 1874,-
the death-rate per 1,000 in the abattoir district was 40.5 ; in Rodney
and Abercromby wards it was 24.7 ; and in the city taken as a whole,
31.9. For 1883 the figures are 32.2, 21.4, and 26.6 respectively. And
the average for ten years runs thus : 34, 21.7, and 27.6. The position:
taken up by the local medical men in this matter of the removal of
the abattoirs from the heart of the city does not, at all events in the
opinion of common-sense persons, need strengthening. But the figures
quoted arc remarkable, and strongly confirmatory of the statements
made by members of the deputation of medical men that waited upon
the mayor some weeks ago.

Some other reports recently issued have been exciting much interest. -
Last antumn, the medical officer of health and the city engineer were

‘iltl'stﬁucted by the council to furnish reports showing, first, the causes-
‘of the

steps which have been taken to improve the sanitary condition of the

revalence of zymotie disease in Liverpool ; and, sccondly, the
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to contract the disease, unless efficient isolation and disinfection are
immediately enforced. It is equally certain that, when the period of
incubation is unfulfilled at the time of disembarcation, neither will
these persons have been any inconvenience to the ship officials while
on board, nor can the most careful examination at quarantine distin-
guish them from the healthy. They are, therefore, permitted to pro-
ceed to their various destinations, there to become centres of possibly
indefinite dissemination.

That this actually happens, and frequontly, is proved by the fact
that almost every appearance of zymotic fever, in any part of the
United States, is—as the present outbreak of small-pox at Easton,
Ponnsylvania—directly traceable to the recent advent of immigrants.

The reasons are not far to seek. The medical officers of steamers are
appointed by the owners, without due regard to their fitness for the
post, and are dependent for the tenure of their office upon persons
whose first, if not only care, is to make the voyage with as little ex-

ense and inconvenience as possible ; they are not allowed a particle of
independent administrative authority in even the most purely sanitary
matters, nor are they furnished with the means of combatting disease ;
and, lastly, many of the vessels employed are so constructed that the
isolation of infected persons is absolutely impossible.

A recent example is, from many points of view, interesting. A
steamer, belonging to one of the reputedly safest transatlantic lines,
arrived at this port some months ago, having on board a saloon-passenger
suffering from small-pox; and, shortly after arrival, another case was
discovered among the steerage passengers.  The vessel was granted
pratique, discharged her passengers, returned to England, and in due
course arrived here again, with another consignment of passengers,
and another case of small-pox; this time a steward who had served on
the ship during the previous voyage, but who only developed sym-
ptoms of the disease thirty-two days after the removal of the former
cases. There are persons, and in authority, satistied with the assump-
tion that cases of infectious discase following thus closely onc upon
another are unfortunate coincidences, for which no one may be held
responsible. In the public interest, more careful inquiry would seem
to be desirable. The interval of time precludes the possibility of this
steward having been directly infected Ly either of the previous cases,
or during his former stay in this city. It seems improbable that he
contracted the disease from an independent source at Liverpool, since
small-pox was not prevalent there. Remaining, is the choice of two
equally unpalatable solutions; either the steamer was inefficiently dis-
infected after the removal of the first cases, and variolar germs sur-
viving not less than sixteen days after the supposed disinfection (?) in-
fected this man during the latter days of the eastward passage ; or
there were a succession of small-pox cases on board this vessel which
were not recognised, or were intentionally cencealed from the health-
officer of this port and from the public.

A visit to the ship strongly confirmed the last supposition. The
hospitals for infectious disease were situated, not upon the upper deck,
but between the decks, in the forward part of the vessel, opening off,
and ventilated exclusively into a covered-in passage, running through
the first-class saloon the entire length of the vessel. In fact, if the
builders had set themselves the task of constructing and locating these
hospitals so as to disseminate throughout the inhabited parts of the
steamer every germ of infection coming from within, such an end could
scarce have been more skilfully attained. And this is not an isolated
instance of the total disregardy of sanitary law upon ocean steamships.

Within five months, dating from January 11th, 1882, no fewer than
twenty vessels infected with small-pox entered the port of New York.
Upon four only was even partial quarantine enforced. The remaining
sixtecn were granted pratiguc as soon as the passengers and crews had
been vaccinated. No doubt it was better to vaccinate than do noth-
i:(%; but, under the circumstances, vaccination cannot be regarded as

ording protection, since it is admitted that it does not even modify
small-pox previously contracted, unless it has been so timed that the
maturation of the vaccine-vessicles shall precede the period of variolous
invasion.

The order by which the surgeons of transatlantic steamers are re-
quired to vaccinate the steerage-passengers within twenty-four hours
after starting is practically ignored, seldom complied with during the
period specified, and, when attempted, with what results may be
Judged from the report of the health-officer.  One surgeon reported 200
vaccinations, of which not one proved to he successful, another 250
with but two successes, and so on. But even if this order was carried
out to the letter, it would be at best but a choice of evils, and I think
the wrong one. ~ That the medical officer of a crowded steamship should
neglect other more pressing duties to vaccinate steerage-passengers
during the first day, or even days, of the voyage, would be manifestly
inexpedient for the general welfare. On other grounds, it would be

both cruel and unscientific—cruel, as disturbing unnecessarily persons
already miserable, many of whom would be in the throes of sea-sick-
ness, and might claim at least to be let alone ; unscientific, and calcu-
lated to discredit this most valuable of prophylactics, aschallenging an
epidemic of erysipelas under conditions combining to favour its de-
velopment and spread.

us is quarantine administered in the United States, and thus is
the country sown broadcast with infection which will assuredly one
da{ take root and prosper.

s it wise to wait until the panic of that day shall call forth extreme
precaution in measures repressive of convenicnt travel and healthful
Immigration ? Surely it were better, since the Board of Trade neglects
its manifest duty, that Congress should now, by moderate legislation,
guard the country against pestilence, and insure the protection of in-
tending citizens during tho ocean transit.

These ends will be attained by (1) requiring all persous coming to
the United States to show evidence of having been vaccinated not less
than fourteen days previous to embarcation ; (2) by insisting that
ocean steamships shall provide pm¥er hospital accommodation, and
necessary assistance for the care of the sick ; (3) by establishing a
competent service of marine medical officers who, being independent of
interested influences, and responsible to Government alone for the dis-
charge of their duties, and intelligent co-operation with the quaran-
tine anthorities, will be a guarantee that the laws should be observed
throughout the voyage.—I am, sir, your obedient servant,

J. A. Irwixn, M.A.Cantab., M.D.Dub., etc., late Hon.
Physician to the Manchester Southern Hospital for
‘Women and Children.
363, Fifth Avenue, New York.

THE COUNCIL OF THE COLIﬁlilGE OF SURGEONS AND
REFORM.

S1R,—TIt is quite impossible that the controversy between the Council
and the great body of the Fellows of the Royal College of Surgeons
can remain where it is. As the mover of the resolutions which were
carried at the late meeting, and which have since been so ignominiously
ignored by the Council, I feel bound to take further action. I pro-
pose, therefore, at once to place myself in communication with the
Fellows, in order that some united action may be deccided upon.—
Yours faithfully, PauvL Swalx, F.R.C.S.

17, The Crescent, Plymouth, May 17th, 1884.

INDIA AND THE COLONIES.

WEST AFRICA.

THE WEST AFRICAN COLONIALSERVICE.—Isthis service a sufliciently
attractive one in point of present emolument and future pension to at-
tract medical men whose fortunes are not desperate ¢ Are the prospects
such as in any adequate degree to counterbalance the notoriously exe-
crable and fatal climate of the West Coast of Africa? What arc the
inducements offered ? The highest rate of pay to which a colonial sur-
geon, in the worst climate in the world, can hope to attain, is £500
per annum ; and, before this salary is reached, six years of dreary
service must be spent in the dismal region known as the ‘‘white man’s
grave.” This isa rate of remuneration below that of all officials in
other departments, even of the jun<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>