
346 THEBDITISJ ] -NYVEElSITIES AND COLLEGES. [FEB. 7,. 1914

UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE.
THE following degrees have been conferred:
M.B., B.C.-P. W. Ransom, A. L. Sutcliffe.

ROYAL COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS OF LONDON,
A COMITIA was leld on Thursday, January 29tli, Sir Thomas
Barlow, Bart., K.C.V.O., the President, being in the chair.

Admriission of MOemnbers.
The following getllemen lhavinig passed the required exami-

nation were admitted Members of thle College:
John Matthew Fortesciie-Brlckdale, M.D.Oxford (Clifton, Bristol);

Arthur Charles Ingramii, M. D.Camib., L.R.C.P.: Stanley Gordon
Luker, M.D-Caub.: Georg Herman Momrad-Krohn, M.B.Chris-
tiania, .11.C P.; John Henry Newmnarch, L.11.C.P.; Daniel
Wells Patterson, A.B.Du.rh. (Newcastle-on-Tyne); John Wlilliam
"'revan, M.B.Lond.. L R C.P.; George. Edgar Septimus Ward,
M.D.Lond.; Rodolph Charles Wingfield, M.B.Oxford.

Licences antd Diploma.
Liceinces to practise physic were granted to ninety-seven

gentlemen who hacl passed the inecessarv examinations.
Diplomas in, Punblic Health were granted, jointly with the

Royal College of Surgeons of England, to the following gentle-
men:

C. N. Atlee, L. R.C.P., M.R.C.S., St. Mary's and King's College;
.W. J. E. 1Bell (Capt. R.A.M.C.),. MB., Ch.B.Edin.. Edinburgh
and Royal Army Medical College; -Rose L. H. Davy, M.B.,
B.S.Lond., L:S.A., Royal S-ree anid University College; C. L.
Dunin (Capt. I.M.S.), L.R.C.P. and S.Edin., L.F.P. andS.Glasg.,
Edinburgh; *.Irene D. Eaton, M.B.. B.S.Lond,- Royal Free and
lTIi% ersity College"; *Mand T. Fere, L.l.C.P. and S.Edin.,
L.F.P. and S.Glasg._ Edinburgh* an i University Coltege; A:B.
Fry (Major I.M.S.), M. D.Lond., L.R.C.P., M.R.C.S., Lonidon and
Royal Arais Medical College; C. J. Galbraith, M.B., B.S.Lond.,
L.R.C. v., M.R.C.t., Kinig's College; M. K. Kaspur, L.M.S.Punjab,
Punjab- and University- College; N. B. Kolsavala. L.M. and S.
Bombll.. Boim:bay aid ITn i veisity College: N. Low (Capt. R.A.M.C.),
L.R.C.P., MI.R.C.S., St. Marv's and Rtoyal Armyi- Medical College;
D. McIntyre. M.B., Cli. B.Glasg Glasgow and University, College;
NMarjorie E. Micldletoni, M.B4., B.S.Lond.. Roy-al Free and
University College; A. If. Moore, NI.B., B.C.Cantab., Ciinbridge
and St. Barthploimew s; C(. C. Morrell, L.R.C.S., L.R.C.P.Edin.,
L.F.P. and S.Glasg.. Edinbturghl and King's College;"W. W. Pratt,
M.B., B.S.Lond.. L.R.C.P., M.R.C.S., Blristol and Royal Armiiy
Medical College; K. N. Rau, -M.B.., C.M.Madras, Madras ahid
Univelsity College; R. 0. Sibley. M.D.Lond., L.R.C.P., M.R.C.S.,
St. Mary's and King's College; C. IL. Sutherland, M.B.,
Cb.B.Glasg., Glasgow and University College; J. M. Todesco,
L.R:C.P.- M.R.U.S.,Universit% College; F. I. Vilson (Captain,
I.M.S.), M.B., Cb.B.Edin., Edianburgh and Royal Artlmy Medical
College; J. H. Wood, TMB, B.S.Durh., L.R.C.P., M.R.'%S.,
Durham and St. Bartholom-lew's; J. H. Writer, L.M.S.Bomlbay,
Bomibay, R.I.P. Healtlh, Univer.ity College.

Undler the Medical Act, 1876.

A nnowicenients.
The President annoutnced that he had appoinited Sir

R. Douglas Powell, B3art., K.C.V.O., to deliver the Ilarveian
Oration for this year, and Dr. Nestor Tirard to (leliver thle
BEradshaw Lecture; that the Council had appointed Dr. Edgar
Leigh Collis to deliver the Milroy Lectures in 1915; and that
the Swiney Prize had beeni awar(ded to Mr. J. W. Salmond for
his work on jurisprudence.

Coin)mnunaictions.
The following communiications were received: (1) From the

secretary of th-je Royal C(ollege of Sturgeons of England, (lated
Janiuary 9th, 1914, reporting proceedlitngs of the Council of that
College upon January 8th; (2) from Sir Theodore Hope,
K.C.S.I., dated Januiary 4th, 1914, asking whether the College
would accept the reversion of a portrait of his father, Dr.
James Hope. The offer was acceptedl with the thanks of the
College.

Electioen of Councillors.
The following Fellows were elected Ccouiicillors: Dr. D.

Bridge Lees (for one -ear in the room of Dr. W. Collier,
resigned), Dr. R. G. Hebb, Dr. W. D. Halliburton, Dr. W. S. A.
Griffithl, and Dr. G. R. Murray.

AI)pointnents of Representaltives.
Sir Francis Champneys, Bart., was reappointed a represen-

tative of the College on the ('entral Midwives Board, and Sir
Dyce Duckwortlh a representative of the (ollege on the Council
of Queen Victoria's Jubilee Institute for Nurses.
After some further business the President dissolved the

comitia.

SCOTTISH INTER-UNIVERSITIES' CONFERENCE.
LAT the weeting of the a"bove conlference on January- 31st, the
hAioionsOreardiBg the teaching of the history of medicine and
6f dietetias, thle .m;edical preliminary examinations, and: the
wearing of asaemic dlress (referred to in thlis JOURNAL,I
January 31st, p. 268), were all agreed to..

INDIAN MEDICAL SERVICE.
THE result of the January examination was arm-nounced on
January 31st, 1914. There were 33 candidates, the first 20 being
admitted as lieutenanits on probation with effect from
Jaiiuary 31st, 1914.
The niames of the successful calndlidates with the marks

obtained by each out of a possible total of 5,103 are given below
togsether with their degrees and meidical schools:

Name. De|grees, etc. Medical School. Marks.

G. H. Mahony . M.B., B.ChI., B.A.O. University College, 3,656
(N.U.I.), ]u.Sc. Cork

W. R. Stewart M.B., Ch.B.Edin. IEdinburgh University 3,4C0

G. Covell ... ... M.B., B.S.Lond. Guy's Hospital 3.375

J. G. 0. Moses ... M.B., Ch.B.Edin. Edinburgh University 3,281

K. V. R. Rao .. M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P. Madras lJedical Col- 3,241
lege, Charing Cross

Hospital
H. Chand ..... L.M.and S Punjab, Laliore Medical Col- 3,208

M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P. lege, Charing Cross
Hospital

J, W. van Reenen M.B., Ch.B.Edin. Edinburgh University 3,163
V. Mahadevan ... L.R.C.P.andS.Edin., Madras Medical Col- 3,156

L.F.P and S.Glasg. lege, Royal Colleges,
Ediabutrgh

A. C. L. 0. S. Bil- M.B., B.R.Lond., CambridgeUniversity, 3.112
derbeck M.R.C S., L.R.C.P., St. Bartholoimiew's

B.A.Cantab. Ho-pital
M. J. Roche ... M.B., Ch.B., University College, 3,119

B.A.O.(N.U.I.) Cork
B. F. Beatson ... M.R.C.S., L R.C.P. St. Mary's Hospital 3,112

N. D. PLri .. .. M.B., B.S.Punjab Lahore Medical Col- 3,088
lege, Charing Cross

Hospital
P. C. Roy ... ... M.B.Calcutta Medical College, Cal-. 3,C44

cutta, St. B3artholo-
mew's Hlospital,
Chariiug Cross

Hospital
M. Das ... ... M.B.Calcutta, Medical College, 3,C09

M. R.C. S., L.R.C.P. Calcuitta,
Londoni Hospital

J. B. Vaidya ... L.M.and S.Bombay, Grant Medical Col- 2,°83
M.R.C.S., L.R.C P. lege, lBolmlbay, Univ-r-

sity College Hospital
J. M. R. Hennessy L.R.C.P.andS.Edin., Madras Mledical Col- 2,823

L.F.P.and S.Glasg. lege, Royal Colleges,
Edinburgih

W. M. Lupton ... M.R.C. S., L.R.C.P., CambridgeUniversity,1 2,815
B.A.Cantab. St. Thomas's Hospitall

A. G. Cowper L.R.C.P.andS.Edin., Grant Medical Col- 2,808
L.F.P.and S.Giasg. lege. Bombay. Royal

Colleges, Edinburgh
H. H. Brown ... B.C Cantab., CambridgeUniversity,, 2,757

M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., Leeds University
B.A.Cantab.

C. H. N. Baker ... riR.C.P.azidS.Edin., Roval Colleges, Edin- 2,716
L.F.P.anid S.Glasg. bu gh and St Bartho-

lomew's Hospital

O hituari.
PHILIP WHITCOMBE, M.R.C.S., L.S.A.,

GRAVESEND, RENT.
PHILIP WHITCOMBE was, there is good reason to suppose
the oldest menmber of the medical profession in Great
Britain when he died at his house in Gravesend on
January 24th. He was born on May 27tlh, 1816, at
Cleobury Mortimer, in Shropshire, where members of hiis
family had practised medicine for many generations. His
ancestors had been burgesses since 1423, and, accordinig to
a writer in the Pall Mall Gazette, were descended in tlje
male line from tlle Counts of Boulogne, who were directly
descended from Bertha, daughter of Charlemagne, and
her husband, St. Angelbert. King Stephen granted an
ancestor a portion of the manor of Martock in Somerset-
shire, and he took the name of Whitcombe.

Philip Whitcombe took the diploma of M.R.C.S. in 1838,
and that of L.S.A. in the following year. He made for
himself many other elaims to reeollection than ancestry or
survival; lie was the first sanitary medical officer of the
Port of London at Gravesend, and in that capacity had to
deal with a serious outbreak of cholera which threatened
to invade London. On his recommendation, a hospital
ship was moored in the lower reaches of the river, wlhere
he himself treated the cases. Afterwards he was in
charge of the infectious hospital built at Denton, and
served altogetlier as port officer for. we believe, thirty
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years. For fifty years.. lie was olnC of the medical officers
of the Strood Union, and for the same period surgeon to
the Gravesend police force. In additioni to these public
appointments, he was engaged in general practice in
Gravesenld, wlhere he settled in 1843, an(d worked -con-
tinuouLsly without a lholiday until he had attained the
age of 80 years. He was a member of tle. British Medical
Association for over sixty years. After his retirement from
practice he continued to live in- Gravesend ,.wh ere lie had
manyfriends.- -He retained his faculties and interest in life
to tlle last. As a boy lie lhadl lovecd to help in breaking-ini
ponies on tlle Clee Hills in- Shreopshire, andcl was always
a good horseman, not lhesitatiDg to buy a lhorse of doubtful
gentleness at Tattersall's and ride it through tlle city to
hiis lhome at Gravesenid. He was able to read withlout
glasses, and did active work up to the age of 90. His
imeCImory was wonderful to the last; deafness was hiis
onily affliction, but this did not interfere with his playing
whist at the liouses of his friends even down to within a
week of his death. -

Dr. Whitcombe, wllo married in 1858, leaves fouLr sons;
two of them-Dr. P. Percival Whitcom-be and Dr. W. S.
WhitcombeL-practise mledicine in the West End of
Lonldon. Anotlher son was formerly an assistant nmaster
at Eton, and is now Bishop of Colchester; he said the
committaliprayer at the graveside when the body of hlis
fatlher was interred oni January 29tlh.

DEATHS IN TITE PROFESSION ABROAD. - Amlong thle
meimbers of the medical profession in foreign countIries
who have irecently died are Dr. Alois Bertena, Mlemuber
of tlhe Medical Commission of Bruges, Kniglht of the
Order of Leopold, aged 81; Dr. Josef Adolf Mirsehl,
extraordiliary professor of neuLrology alnd psychiatry in
tlle University bf V'ienna, aged 47; Dr. Alexander Paclia
I anmbouroglou, hionorary president of tlle Imperial
Society of Medicilne of Constantiniople; Dr. MAarmottan,
formiierly one of tlle depuities for Paris; Professor Gustav
Pfalz, lecturer oin eye diseases in the Academiiy of Practical
Medicine, and Director of the AIunicipal Eye Clinic at
Dusseldorf, aged 55; Dr. Alfred E. M. Purdy, somiietime
clhief suirgeon of the New York Police, and for nmany years
Editor of the Medical Register, aged 75; Dr. A. Teeson,
fornmer professor of cheemistry and toxicology in the miiedical
schlool of Angers; and SuLrgeon-Genieral George Henry
Torney, of tle United States Armiiy, who served in Cuiba
alnd tlle Plhilippines, and Nvas chilrmani of the War Relief
Commiiittee of the Amlerican Red Cross, aged 63.

4ui IC #ett ;
AND

POOR LAVW MEDICAL SlERVIClES.

DUTIES OF MI.O.H. U'NDER NOTIFICATION OF BIRTHS
ACT.

CYmro.-No inew genieral Order has, beeni maide with respect to
the Notificatioln of Births Act-, 1907. The Act is ani adoptive
measure, and mlay be brouglht into force ini a district with the
sanction of the Local Goveriiimient Board, or the Board mav
declare the Act to be in force in any district irrespective of
any resolution- of the local authority adopting it. Where the
provisions of the Act are ini force, the duties of a miiedical
officer of liealthl with regard to it would be to arrange for a
visit to be made by a lhealtlh visitor to such houLses among
those from which lhe had received a nlotification of a birth as
he considered desirable or necessary. Oni consideration of
the reports of the health visitor, the medical officer of health
would take such action as lie mlight consider expedient.

THE Assistance Publique has established eleven insti-
'tntes of puericulture in Paris. These are at the BoaLjon
Hospital, under Professor Ribeminnt-Dessaigne; at the
Tarnier Clinic, under Professor Bar; at' Saint-Antoiie,
under Dr. Dol6ris; at. the Enfants Assistes, under Dr.
Variot; at the Maternit6, unlder Dr. Boiinaire; at-Lari-
boisiere, under Dr. Boissard; at the Boucicaut -Hospital,
under Dr. Lepage; at the Charit6, under Dr. Tissier; at
the Pitie, under Dr. Potoclki; at Sainit Louis, under Dr.
Demelin; and at the Tenon Hospital, uindler Dr. Bouffe.
These institutes arc all tinder the direction of the Assist-
ance Puiblique, and the physicians and accoucheurs of the
hospitals to whichi they are attached are entrusted with
the teaching -of the mothers qnd the treatment Of their
nurslings.

DR. DUNDAS GRANT has been nmadle an honiorary mlelmiber
of the Laryngological Society of Berlin.
THE anniversary dinner of the Medical Society of

London will be held at the H6tel Metropole on Wednesday,
March 4tli.
SIR FRANCIS DARWIN Will dleliver the first Galtoli aniini-

versary lecture at the Hotel Cecil on Monday, February
16th, at 8.30-n.m. The subject of the lecture will be
Francis Galtou.
THE annual general meeting of subscribers to the Royal

Medical Benvole-nt Fund- will -be hiel(d t -15, Wiinpole
Street, W., on Tuesday, February-17tl. The clhair will be
taken by the,President, Sir John Tweetly, at 4.30-p.m.
A QUARTERLY mectina 'of the Medic6-Psychological

Association of Great B3xitain. and .IrelaAnd will .e held at
the Stortlhes fall Asylum, near HudderRfield, on Thurs-
day, February 19th, when a paper on the clinical
significance of katatoiiic syi,lmptoms will be read by
Dr. Henry Devine.
A LOAN exhibition of specimens, instruments, and skia-

grams, arranged in coninexion with Mr. Hey Groves's
lecture on February 6th at the Royal College of Surgeons,-
Lincoln's Inn Fields. W.C., on experimental production
and treatment of fractures in lower animals, will remain
on view for a short time.
THE next meeting of the Hunterian Society will be held

in the. Library of St. Bartholomew's Hospital, on Wednes-
day, February llth, at 9 p.m., when the annaual Hunterian
Oration will be delivered by Dr. Arnold Chaplin, his
subject being "J ohn Hunter and his wovrk, and, the past
and future of the medical profession." All members of the
profession are invited to attend.
ON Tuesday next a paper will be read at the Royal

Sanitary Institutte, 90, BuLckiiighiamn Palace Road, S.W., on
theKingEdward VII Welsh National Memiorial SanatoriuLm,
Pont-y-wal, South Wales, by the architect of the buildinig,
NMr. Edwin T. Hall, F.R.I.B.A. Tlhepaperwillbefolloweed
by a discussion on the cost and construction of sanatoriums
utnder the Insurance Act. The chair vill be taken by Mr.
David Davies, M.P., at 7.30 p.m.
NOT only is the office of Miayor of Bath filledl this year

by a medical man, Dr. Preston King, but another imiedical
practitiolner, MIr. Pagani Lowe, who is keenly interested in
the batlis, has beeni elected President of the Batlh
Chanmber of Commerce. In additioni, Dr. Preston1 King
occupies a position in regard to the Royal United Hospital
wlhich is iuiprecedented ini Batlh, andi probably without
parallel in the kingdom-1. He is President of the institutioin,
a member of the meldical staff, aIn(I has been an in-patient.
Speakinig at the aiinnual nmeetinig, he deplored the fact that
the accounlts showved a deficit oni thle year of £2,528, wlhichl
was largely due to the Insurance Act. The Act practicallyv
only supplied people with a bandage and a bottle of
meledicine.
PROFESSOR G. BENEKE AND DR. BAUMGART report a

relmlarkable instanice of gestationi following four years after
the applicationi of superlheated steam to the uterine cavity
(atm-ocausis) (Monatssc7ir.f. Geb. ?. Gyim., December, 1913,
-p. 635). Duriug tlhat iluterval of time the catamenia were,
totally suppressed, but finally an exceedingly firmii uterine
.tumour developed; it reaohedl the height attainled by the
Uterus at termii, but no parts of a- fetus could be define(d on
palpation. 1)ense tissue was felt obstructinig the cervical
canal; pains came on, with rise of temiperature, anid
haematometra was, very, reasonably, (liagnosed, abdomin-al
section was performed, and as the uterus was turned out
.of the abdominal incision it presented all the appearance
of a- firm fibromyomna, and it was only after very careful
palpation that a fetuLs could be defined. As infection was
suspected the uterus was amputated above the cervix.
The patient, aged 32, recovered. The fetus, nearly 20 in.
long, was- partiaMymacerated and strongly flexed, part of
its breech and lower lumiibar region was firmly impacted in
the dense, unyielrfing, cicatricial tissue, which blockied the
cervical canal. The histological changes in the uterine
tissue and certain remarkable mlodifications in the -fetal
appendages are described in full by the authors, who
express their surprise that gestation cojild have occurred-
-afterthe tissues of the uterine wall had undergone such
profoundly marked. chlanges as they discQveredl.-changes
associated with emiloete cessation~ of the periods, ye not
incompatib:le with pregnancy. Finaily, it is clear that the
~effects of atmocausis are-so irregular t;hat -it would-appear
to be of doulbtful therapeutic value.
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THE fourtlh International Congress of Surgery will be
lheld in New York in April (13th to 16th) under the presi-
dency of Professor Depag of Brussels. The society has
a memb6rship of some- 600, and inclutdes sturgeons in all
parts 9f the world. The head quarters and permanent
office of the society are in Brussels, the general secretary
being" M. J. Lorthoir, 73, boulevard dle XVaterloo in tliat
city. The secretary of the Congress is M. J. P. Hoguiet,
40, East Forty-one Street, New York.- Provisional
arrangements have been miiade by which congressists can
sail in the Imnpierator from Hamburg, Southlam-iptoi, an(d
Cherbourg on Thursday, April 2nd, andcl Friday, April ird,
arriving at New York on April 9th; or .in the Lotterdam
from Rotterdam alnd Boulogne, on Saturday, April 4tl,
reaching New York on April 12th. On Monda-y, April 13th,
the Congress will be formally opened in the Hotel Astor
by the President of the United States. There will be (lis-
cussionss on the suirger-y of- gastric ad odenal ulcer; on
grafting alnd transplantation; on ami-iputationls of the
uipper and lower limbs. Demonstrations will be giveni
in the various hospithals. On April 15th there will be a
suibscription banquet followed by a convei s(a-ioiie given by
the President of the Congress. Excursionis lhave been
arrangedl to-Philadelphia, Baltimore, Washington, Chicago,
Rochester, Buffalo, Niagara Falls, and Bostoni.
DR. ROBERT HARRIS (Secretary of the Southport Division

of the British Medical Association) was recently presented
with a silver salver b3aring the following iniscription:
"Presented to Dr. Robt. -Harris by hi8i medical- friends in
Southport and district--asa miark of esteeml, and in recogni-
tion of valuable services rendered to thie l)rofession.
January 22nd, 1914." Mrs. Harris was at the same time
presentedl with a silver teapot suitably ilnscribed. Dr.
W. Alex. Mackay presided at the ceremony. The presenta-
tion was miiade by Dr. Russell, who recalled the great
amoiunt of worlk done for the profession by Dr. Harris
sinec sone ten years ago he became secretary of the
Division. Dr. Harris, in his reply, said that lie hiad been
a mllember of the British Medical Association for forty-two
years, and that he greatly valuedI the opportunities which
his meimbersliip of the Lancashire and Clheshliec B-anchi
afforded himi of becoming acquainte(d with me(lical men
piractising in tllose two counties The Britislh Meclical
A.ssociation had boen of the greatest advantag,e to the pro-
fession, and wouLld, he hoped, retain its full suipport. So
far from thinking it right that any man could resign
because the subscription had been raised to 2 guineas
owing to the additional amount of work thlrst upon the
Association, he trusted that those who were not yet mel-
l)ers w%vould now join. It was the onlv body recognized by
the Government as representative of the whole of the
profession, for other bodies only represelnted sections.
The profession had plassed through an anxious and
strelntious time, and it was to be expecte(d that it w-ould
lhave in the future diffliculties equally serious to encountter.
It miust be able to place its case clearly before the public,
and could only hope to do so with a unitedl voice througli
the British Medical Association.
SOME initeresting statistics of twelve Caesarean sections

performed at Pau have been published by M. Ferr6
(Beuletin^ de la Soc. d'Obstet. ct de Gyn. ,de Paiis, November,
1913, p. 71). In all twelve the obstacle to labonir was
racliitic pelvis. Eleven mnothers recovered and eleven
clhildreni were saved. The mother who (lied had under-
gonie the same opera ion once before, btut oni the second
occasion she delayed asking for admission inito hospital,
believing that dlelivery miglht be spontaneous, and was in
a septic condition when the operatioln was performued.
MI. Ferr6 veiy properly reports in full how a gauze pad,
38 cn. or 14.8 in. square, was left behincl in the peritoneal
cavity and expelled spontaneously. The patient was
highly rachitic, and the trunli so distorted that the
operator had to make the abdominal wound extend very
hig,h in order to reach the ftundus. The stomlach and
ipper intestines imnmediately prolapsed. M. Ferr6 milade
use of several large padIs, fixingg on to one cornler of each
a pressure forceps. He experielncedimulclh difficulty in
reducing the viscera, and one forceps gave way andl
slipped downi outside unobserved, and the pad sank down
behiild the fuindus. During the puerperiuni the oversight
was suspected, as there was a swellinig above the ftunidu-s,
anid the patient complained of pains around it. A grooved
director was passed through the wound inito the swellinig,
and somne yellow serosity and odourless gas escapled. The
p)atient was in excellent general health andl suckled her
chlild. She insisted onleavAing hospital on the twI-enty-
th1ird day. Four weeks later symnptoms of obstructionl set
inl, anld the patient, vomiting and strainingt, passed the
compr)ess by the rectumn. She continued to suckile her
childl, wh1o was well nourished; the abjdominal cicatr'iX
w\as plerfect and the uteruls quite mov!able.

K Qeteries, answvers, and Comm uiinications r:elating to sutbjects
to which special departments of thie BRITISH MEDICAL JOU[nNAL
are de-oted will be found inuder their respectice headiigls,

QUERIES.
A. P. asks for referenices to publications on the subject of the
influence of . rays oIn phagocytosis.

1RADIO-ACTIVITY OF SPRING WATER.
SANNITAS asks for information as to the method of measuring
the radio-activity of Spriig water, and where practical ex-
perience can be gained.

The principal apparatus required for measuring the
radio-acti-vity of spring wvater is a special form of electro-
scope knlowni as the " emanation electroscope." This has to
be standardized with a radium solution of known strengthl,
and the complicated method cani only ulsefully be studlied in

- a laboratory. Some description of the work involved in
measuring these small amounts of radio-activity is given inl
Practical Mlleasutr emen ts in Radio-Activity, by Malkower and
Geiger (Lonldon, Louigmans, Green, an(d Co.), and we believe
that a couirse of suich measurements is carried out in the
physical laboratories of Manchester University, under the
directibn of Sir Ernest Rutherford.

ANSWERS.

DR. Jos. S. BOLTON (Nottingham) writes in reply to "MT. B.";
Paini in a stump can genierally be relieved by electricity.

LETTERS, NOTES, ETC,

HEALTH IN WEST AFRICA.
DR. GEORGE D. MACKINTOSH (Forcados) wr-ites: After fivo

years' residence ini Forcados, West Africa, andl eleven years'
knoceking about the West Coast, I am often asked if West
Africa is healthier than it used to be, or is it still the " wlhite
man's grave." Sanitation has made enormoous strides, and(l
the efforts made of recent years towards the destruction of
mosquitos and the prevention of their breeding lhas been of
incalculable benefit, and my opinion is that a perfectly soun(d
ELuropean has nearly as gootl a chance of sllrViVin here, pro-
vided he goes lhome for at least three or four months at tile
end uf every year, as he would have at lhome; butt here is
where the climate catches its victims: let there be one weak
spot in the constitution, and West Africa will get hiold of
that anid exaggerate it. I have ma(le a brief note of thie
different severe diseases for which I have atten(led wlhite
men at Forcados during the past five years; but I canniot
preten(l that they are of statistical valte, because m-ost of ml-y
patients are aboard the fleet of steamers of which I anm thie
residenit mie(lical officer, anid we have only about twelve wvhite
men ashore. Malarial fevers-ch ieflv remittent fsvers-563
cases; malig ant vellowv fever, 2 cases; gastritis, 35; gastro-
enteritis-and enteritis, 12; phthisis11 case (wlhichl canme fromii
lihome in an advanced state and died at home after two -ears
on the coast); plieunmonia and pleurisy, 3 cases; gout,
10 cases; delirium tremens and alcoholic poisolling, 7 cases;
dyselntery, 15; inisomnia and neuLrastheilia, 12 cases. Taking
the average, the floating popuilatioln I attend here numbers
abouLt 5,009 in the -,ourse of the year, but each of them only
stops for a few weeds whilst their shlips are in, so that at one

. timne there would iicf, be more than 300 or 400 wlhite m-len in.
the river. Dnring the past three years I have not had a
single death amongst the whlite men un(ler my care whilst
here, hut a few have died on the passage home, and one case
of yellow fever died fivo or six days after the ship left here
the other case (lied lhere; the patient was seen twice in coni-
stLiltatiol-nwith, the medical officer in the ship in which tlle
patient was second office;. There is ani enormotus amcunt of
venereal disease lhere amongtst the natives, principally soft
chancre andl gonorrhoea, but iii other parts of the West Coast
syphilis is very prevalent.

SCALE OF CHARGES FOR ADVERTISEMENTS IN THE
BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL.

_ s. d.
Seven lines andunder.. .. , ..0 5 0
Each additional line . ,. 0
A whole column .... .. ... ... 3 10 0
A page ~An aveir:ge line contai'is six words.. 10 0 0

All remittances by Post Office Orders miiust be ms-ade pay-ablo to
the British aledical Associatioln at the General Post Office, London.
No responsibility will be accepted for any such remiiittanlce not so
-safegularded.

Adv+ertisemlents shlonid be delivered, addressed to thle Mlanager
429, Stranld, Londonl,not later than thlefirst post on Wtednesday mlornling,
prleceding plublication, and, if not p)aid for at thle timle, shlould be>accomplanlied by a reference.

NSoIKr-It is against the rules of thle Post Office to receivre pstes
restan)te lettersaddressed either inl initials or numbllers.


