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MEDICAL, SURGICAL, OBSTETRICAL.

THE APPLICATION OF SURCGIC'AL METHODS TO
TIIE TREATMENT OF CEREBRO*SPINAL

MENINGITIS.
I DtSIRE to suggest the application of surgery in the treat-
inent of cerebro-spinal mneninigitis. Up to the pres4nt its
partial application is universal, that is, by intermittent
tapping, and thjis, if a reasonable flow talkes place, is always
followed by so-nie amzelioration of the patient s condition,
even if it be otily temxjporary. Tliiss alone seems to Ale
prirmia facie evidetnce of thie advantage of getting rid of thjo
infected fluid, mioic efspecially as the symptoms of toxaernia
and pressure only reappear on the reaccumunlation of thje
fluid. In the miajority of cases a certain amiount of serum
is introduced vitlh thie object of combatiDg tlho injurious
influence of the toxic material, but from tihe evidence
adduced, it does niot appear that this is nmore effective tlhan
simple tapping witlhout it.
As all agree tiat the tapping is essential, and as it has

to be repeated a numuber of times, each time with tem.
porary benefit, mijay I suggest that a large amount of
suffering and tronble miglh b.e avoided by usinig continuous
aseptic drainage?t9le cannula would need to be especially
strong and would be protected by a slhield, and the flow
could be regtulated to suit tlle case. I would s.uggest the
application of continuous drainage for "siiiple " cases.

Tlhere rnemaini thiose cases in whliclh the flow is at first
enouugh in quantity and( then becormies insufficient, wvliilst
the- symptomns becomne aagravated, or those in wlichl the
floW is fromii the first puruect and too inspissated to flow at
all--thiose cases, in fact, to wllicl the treatm}ent of tappilng,
let alone injection of anititoxin, is impossible. They are
the uinfavourable ones aud practically supply most of thje
deatlhs. It is these cases to whlicl I thinlk suirgery could
be applied witlh advantage-whiieie, in fact, partial
laminectomy night be done, for the purpose of direct
drainage a(lleperlhaps lavage witlh saline, in order to estab-
lislh a flowi of spinal flicid -which lias been interrupted by
adhlesionis.

I caninot uinclerstand lhow a smuall amount of antitoxic
sertum inijectedC inito the spinal canal after dr-aining off a
certain amount of spinal flulid can even reasonably. be
expected to counteract thie evil effect of a nmore or less
comiipletely conitaminated cerebro-spinal fluiid, whlicl -it
cannot eveu reaclh iunless forcibly injected in quantity
sufficient to produLce dlangerously injurious pressure.
But dlainage, even impertect dIrainage, lhas been proved

to be beneficial; therefore I venture to press that perfect
drainage would be even more satisfactory.

I lhope by this note to direct the attention of those
interested in tlhe treatment of cerebro-spinal meningitis to
the possibilities offered by sturgery towards diminlislhing
the deatli-rate ini this clisease, especiallv in afford-ing a
clhance of rational treatment to those dlesperate cases
whlichl, witlhout its aid, apparently imiust succumnb.

H. V . D)"E'w-, F.R.C.S.,
Captain II.A.MI.C., l'idvorth Military Hospital.

LATE TETANUS.
PRIVATEJ A. M. was wounded on October 22nd, 1916, on the
Somime, by slhrapnel, in the posterior axillary line, left
si(de, and receivedl proplhylactic injection on that dav and
on October 30tl. On November 22ndl tlhere was sliglht
rigidity of tlle left arm. On D)ecember 8thi lhe was sent
on leave, tlhe wountd being comnpletely lhealed. On
December 15tlh lie returned to duity, anad was fit and well,
except for somie broncllial catarrli and sliglht rigidity of
the left armn.
On Jantuary 5tlh, 1917, he complained of pain in the

hlead, anid wvas admyiitted to Dunfermilline Auixiliary Hospital
on Jantuary 9tlh. On the 11tlh, wnll ,seen by the inspector
of tetanus, lie lhad retractioni of the lhead, pain and stiffness
in thle muscles of thle nleck, andl trismnuls wra! moderately
markedl. Th11e knee-jerkss were exaggerated, but there wsas
no ankle elonlus. There was slighlt arching of thle back and
dlifficultyt inl swallo^viiig, and pergsistent cough1 and sputum.
Antitetanlic serumll 3,000 units w^as given intrathaecally,

1,500 units intramnuscularly. Tlle injections were repeated
next day. He died on the morning of January 13tlh.

Post-w7ortcenz examination shlowed,evideniceof ilhronic
alcoholis;m and bronchopueumonia of botlh lower obes.
Catuse of death, pneumonia pl1ts tetanus poisoning.

'rlTis case emplhasizes the necessity for medical officers
being on the look-out for local rigidity and contraction
of limbs in relation to wounds, lhowever late these signs
may be in appearing. If the rigidity-is not otherwise
accounted for, it is an indication for-immediate antitotauic
treatment.

JAMES MILLER, Captain R.A.MI.C.,
Inspector-of Tetanus. Edinburglh.

ON

MIEDICAL AND SURGICAL PRXCTICE IN
HOSPITALS. AND ASYLUMS.

BATLEY AND DISTRICT HOSPITAL.
GANGRENE OF SMALL INTESTINE: LAPAROTOMY: RECOVERY.

(By W. AIRLIE OGILVY, L.R.C.P. and S.Edin., Surgeon to
the Hospital.)

MRS. G. W., aced 34, was adlmnitted at 12 noon on May
22nd, 1916, suffering from acuite and constant pain across
the lower abdomeni. Shie. stated that shle lhad lhad uo pre-
vious illness, liad been married eighit years, and( liad onie
child five years old. Her family hlistorv was excellent. Slhe
liad beeu suddenly seized withi severe initerimiittent pain
across thie lower abdonien at 2 p.m. on May 21st. Whlen
seen at 7 p.m. slhe was in thje knee-clest-position in bed
in a paroxysm of pain. Thje pulse was 75, the tempera-
ture normal; there was some tenderness anid tlhe abdomen
was rather rigid. Slhe had niot vomiiited; tlic bowels lhad
acted once during thle afterinoon. Slhe was in the tlhird
monthi of pregnancy and lhad seen a little blood. Sl;o
thiouglht shie was aborting. The uterus was less miiovable
than normal; the external os was closed and patulous.
Morphiine gr. -1 was given hypoderm:ically.
Next rmorning she stated that sle had. liadl a fairly com-

fortable-niglht, btut lhad not slept mnuclh. The pain was
retulriiing and -was miiore constan1t in character ; thle
abdlomen was. rather distended and mnore tender than.
before and very rigid'; thle pulse was 90. Sle was removedl
to hiospital fortilwithi.
At 3 p.m. the abdomen was opened in tle mziddle line

below the umbilicus. On opening the peritoneuimii a sm-iall
quiantity of blood-stained fluiid es-aped and ,a coil of dlis-
tended gangrenonLs bowel presented. On enlarging. the
opening. in thle pe-itoneumn, a second and a thiird coil
presented in the same condition. They provcd to be
about thle junction of jejtinui and ilelrn. A large
calcareouis mesenteric gland, as large as a bantai-m's egg,
was foLund, fromi whlichl a very short, tlickl banid extended
to the miiesenteric attachmiient of the bowel, causing a very
acute kink at the distal end of tlhe distended bowel. Tne
gland and 3)1 ft. of bowbl were remuoved, a side-to-side
anastonmosis made, and the abdomen closed.
The patient ihade an uninterrupted recovery, btit

aborted on thiC eighth day after the operation. In ter
weeks she was doing her houseworkl and feelinga in
excellent lhealthi. Previously lher bowels were rathier
constipated, nowv they are perfectly regular.

I am indebted to Dr. Elcy for hiis able assistance at thte
operation.

A CHAIR of oto-rliino-laryngology has recenitly been
founded in the University of Geneva. Dr. Amne(Wce Purgat
has been appointed professor.
A NEWm-aontlhly periodical entitled the Ame.rican IWiricw

of TubZerclosis is to be published by the (American)
National Association for the Study and Prevention of
Tubercuilosis. The first nuimber will appear in Mareli.
AT its annual general meeting held om November 26th,

1916, the medical syndicate of the Seine department
decided that in future mlledical fees should be increased by
25 per cent. for all persons 'whose resoturces ha(d not been
diminished owing to the war.
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profession. Once a year only the Representative would
account to his Divisiun, and be re-elected or not. Tlhe
Division, of course, could approaclL luirn by letter or (leputa-
tioli any timue if they wishled during his year of office to
pUit their view's befoie lhiim oll current topics. To put it
shlortly, the protession wants a lead.; given a strong
lead, affairs will progress. Witlh suchi a body at
-the present timue, withiout any ref.rence to its Divigrins,
it would inquire fully into possible systeis of state
medical service, anld wouild tlhen-be able to -instruct the
nenibers of tlje Divisions at local annual miieetinigs, at
-whjiclh the Rtepresentative gives an accoutnt of lhis year's
work, as to tihe wisest course to pursue iu future, and the
Representatives would- liear fromti the members of their
Divisions tlhe various local views.

' i'he views of the imiedical correspondent of the Times,
witlh its lhordes of specialists everywhere, are, I think, but
ill developed at presenit. If thie Government shouldl conie
to lthe miedical profession witlh a verdict that a state
mjedical service must be, the l-ttter would thien be in a
position to get the best terms witlhout any loss of repute.
Tlie" sympatliy of tUhP medical eorrespondent of tihe Timnes
-eeiis to be with-the newly qualified niian whlo, with the
close of the war, will hiave served two or thlree years
in the Royal At muy Medical Corpis. I suggest these miien
have very little to complain of, since as soon as they
are qualifiet-mnostly ui-narried and with no ties-tthey
step into posts bringing them a very ample income, of
whichl tlhey can save four fittls, and whien the war is over
tlhey will be in a position to buy partnershiips or practices.
Wlhereas the unlhappy (loctor wlio, mnar-ried and withl a
family, has left hlis- practice tor the war, receives the
saute pay, and tlhen find, as is now well known, that.tthe
receipts of lhis practice do not pay the actual outgoings
of that practice, and witlh life insurances, that like a wise
nman lie hiad invested in wlhile iiilaking a good income. to
make a still further liole in his armxiy pay, lie has a struggle
to wsake two enids ineet; In addition lie is furtler depressed
by tlhc tlhouglht that lhis hleiis will lobe most of lis ca)ital
invested in the plractice'should lie stuccumiib. If he survives
lie las tie prospect of a very (dimiiinisled incomiie for a
considerable period of time. These a.re tlhe muen in our
profession' wlho are niow being badly hiit, and on tlhe top
of all comes the idea of the state medical service (witlh tlle
vision of thje unliappy man wlho is to be tlle midwifery
specialist having perpetual ail nighit sittings) whichll will
probably lhit himn still furtlher, especially in capital value.

Thiough I aui Imiore or less one of the latter class, I am
by no ineans absolutely opposed to a state illedical service,
but I do tlink it i8 up to the Britislh Medical Association
to reo'ganize its metlhods so thtat we have no repetition of
the Inisurance Atcts fiasco. The policy of the Biitish
Medical Assciation is, surely a little too like that of thie
"wait and see " type for these strenuous days.-I am, etc.,
Worthing, Feb. 5th. CECIL H. W. PAGE.

MOBILIZATION OF THE PROFESSION.
SIR.--As one of tihose unfortuniate practitioniers wlio

liave been passed only for homiie setvice, perhaps I mnay bt
permitted to reply to Dr. Clarke's letter in your issue of
February 3rd, in whiich lie refers in suchi scathing terins to
those whio, like myself, liave been considered as unfit to
serve in His Majesty's Forces, and who liave been obliged,
tiherefore, to work twelve lhours a day and pile up riches
for themnselves.

I should like Dr Clarke to cotisider my case. Before
war broke out I was working ts liard as my healthi per-
intted, and was wiaking a uleceait incoImle fairly comfort-
ably. Since war broke out I lihve lhad to work even
longer lhours, endeavouring to cope witil the inicrease of
work entailed by tlie loss, of col,eagues. As a result mv
healtih broke dowtu last year, anid I was on thie sick list for
four nmotils. I did not pile up nmucih rieles lst year, anld
even if 1 liad not brolken downi imiy inicomle would lhave
beemi less than normal because so msoucil of the work done
was at haif rates, anjd oine's owin tul v paid work liad to
suffer for the sake of one s colleagues.
Now anotlher practitioner is wanted from this area.

Probably I slhall be passed over anid a miian fit for general
selvice will be takemi. I sliall stay at lhomxie, doing even
mJore underpaid work, while lie is workinig for " less thanl
four hIours a clay in a closed area" (1 use Dr. Clarke's
figures). And around me I see wen-presumably passed

as fit for general service-wlho are workcina very slhort
lhours in the arriiy.

Would it not be better if sucll as I were taken for these
jobs at lhoime, wlhere we could live in ouir own hiomies,
celrtain of our usual coImforts, witlhout wlichl we probably
would b6 quickly on the shelf? I liknow of one or two
"'billets " in iiiy imnediate neeighbourhood tlhat I coul(d
fill wvell anid still have soiime spate tiwe for mly private
patients; yet, ou mnakiing applicattion, I amii told that I atri
ineligible. Still, I manage to do perhlaps tlihee titmies as
miuchl work as tllose whio fill tlhese berths-and they are fit.

I wouldl assire Dr. Clarlie tlhatt I am (tiite readv to
"sacrifice soitietliing for.nxiy cotuntry anid doo hospital worlk
at .-hwe or abroad," if I were given tlho clhatie. If Llha
corresipoutdeniee in tlje BRITISH MIEDICAL JOURNAL recenitly
is to be believed, omie would haLve am coml)arative holiday-
if one were given the chauce !-I amii, etc,,
February 8th. SCARIFIED.

-PANEL DOCTORS ANI) THE WAIt LOXN.
SiR,-On February 6Lth I wrote to the Cierk to tlhe

Glatmiorgan- Instirance Coiimmittee, stating that "I coni
sidered it mlly bouruendeti ty to put every penntty I could
surape together inlto -thle War Loani, anid asking if it were
not possible for the Glawioigani Commniittee to pay to mlse
witlhin thie next seven days the money wliicl was owinlg
to me. by' that Comluittee-balanic tor thie years 1913,
191.4, 1915, ant 1916-or, if the Coitniittee preferred it,
1 w.Ls qllite wvilling to take it in War Loan scriip." Tl1e
answer I received was this:

I lhave to ackniowle(ige receipt of your letter of the 7tli illSt.
with1 referenice to payments, and(i bea to state thiat it is p)raoable
that rraxrigements will shortly l)e miiade for payinig whzitever
balaiice may be foain(d to be due to all doctors and(l system-.s in
respect of 1913, 1914, and 1915. I regret, however, I am 10ot
able to give the date by whichI payments will be inadle.
HowmV-agnianimUlous! But h1ow pitiful, too, that we as a

pro OSsiOU slhouLld be so entirely under thJe lheel of a body of
laymi1en like the Insurance Comnmittee, to say niothin1g of
the injustice. WVe cannot enforce payment oL tlat wvhiie
is so lonig overdue. anda wliili we lhave toiled long anid lhard
for, but ILmust wait still f'urtlher untbil it shall p)lease thie
Comnmijittee to imiove; tlien we liave no chieck andtl no
re(tress, buLt mnust take that wliclh it pleases tlje Corn-
wittee to give, j-ust as at the present timie I amn paid, nob
according to the nutuber on mxiy pa.iel, bLtt "a slhzre O; a
pool representing tihe total funds available for mnedical
benefit."-1 am, etc.,

A PANEL DOCrOP IN GLAMORGAN COUNTY.
February 13th.

UNIVERSITY OF LONDON.
MEETING OF THE SENATE.

A MEETING of the Seniate was lheld otl Janluary 24th.
ktecoJqpition& v Tenaclers.-Dr. William Gilliatt(lingl'sCollege

Hospital Mle iical Selool) anld Miss E l izabeth 1H. Lepper (lonlono
Sclhool of Medicine for Women) were recognizedl as teachiers
in mi(dwifery and patlhology respectivelv at the inistitutioils
in(licated.
Semon echture.-The Acadlemic Counicil reported that no

appointment to the 6emoul Lectureslhip would be made for
1916-17.

Militariy Aye for UeJtirersity Studleut.s.-With regar(d to the
new regulationl whereby men betweetn the ages of 18 and 19 are
to be called to the colours for lhome duties, the Senate decide:.
to communsicate to tihe War Office anid the Board of Educationa
its opiniioIn that in view of the great denman(d wlhichi exists for
officers at the l)resenit time it wouldl be in thie niationial iiit-n est
to l1ermit the matriculated stiu(lenits of the University to coii-
tinue their sttd(lies to the age of 18 ye rs andtl 8 moniths or, it
possil)le, 19 years, proviie(l that stuitable military ihistructioIi
be ma,le available for th}em in the Lon Ion University (Con-
tingent of tile Officers' Training Corps for . dlefliite unimber of.
hours weelsly approve(d by the WN%ar Office. The Seu-tte coni-
si(lers that the continiuance of universitY stuidies undier such
conditions to thje age of 19 is better for those vh)o are to become
officers tlhani service as a private for the puirposes oi home
defence.

ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS OF ENG-LAND.
AN Ordinary Council was lheld otn Februiary 8tlh, wlhen- Sir
Watsoni Cheynie, Plresideint, wvas in the clhair.

I;site of D1ipvlomas,;.
Diplomas of Membershlip were granteI to eighty-two can-

didates found qualifHed at thie recent examiniationis. Diplomas
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it I'nPblic Healtlh were gtanited. in conjunction withi the Royal
College of Physicians, to six catndidates fotnd qualified at tlle
recenit examinations.

('lhee Fit,aec.
'line Treasutice reportecd thlat thte Finance C'ommittee hlad

tak-eni steps to appIl for £23,900 new 5 per cenit. War Loatn, of
whiclh £2,000 was niew isioney. The l'inance Committee was
inistruLcted to take steps to raise a loan for addlitional investments
in the War Loani.

.'Iieahlm'ul Prerention(afid' 1 'eiereal Dis.ses0L.
A letter addressed to the Pre-i(letiit onl January 12thi hy Liord

thonddda, Presilenlt of the .Iocal (Government Board, was read.
It stated that the sug-festions iade by the Council of thie Rloyal
College of Surteons of Enaland wi to the treatment anid pre-
vention. of -venereal dlisea-ses u'onld receive hiis careful anid
sympathetic conisidlerationi.

in ftl4bur 1 ulu,y.
Sir J1ohnl] Blanld-Suittoln ,as appointcd to give the nlext

Br-adslhaw Lecture.

CON<JCIN I1 LO~KAM) IN EXN(LANI).I
TiEm (liplomas of IJ.R.C.P. anId M.R.C.S. have lben coInferred
upon the following eighty-tiliee canrdidates who. were successful
at tlle fjinal examilinlationi in nme(licinie, surgery, anid midwifery:

Juti,al IKishior Adliya, A. Arits, C. W. Arnmstron1g, E. AT. Atkinson,
11. H. Bailey, N. N. 6. lajilcy, 1. J. lBall, D. 'J. Batterhanm, I. (G.
lIlackmiore, C. J. r.. lilair, H. .1.. Blampied, C. S. Bluemel, D. C.
1I,luett. IH Biraddoclk Ilildtta K Brade, 4. BnBrke, P. A. Buxton,
C. 11. Cnrroll, D. (Cl. tirlier, A. Cockayne, C. :1. C. Cooke,
(. F. Cookc, J. etin, Alnmed Tayel Dabbous, A. V. S. Davies,
G A'. Davies, Ahanuiotid Abi lIaks l)enierdash, H A de MIorgan,
A. R. Dingley, J. R. K I'ennintg, FJ. P. L. Firmi-an-Ekdwards, A. A.
1 itch, F. C. A. Frith. A' (Gabe, Aziz Girgis, L. B1 Gold-
schumidt, H1. C-. Grant,.J.PI Harris, (0. A. Harrison, T. L. Heath,
N. S. Hlewvitt, (+U Hofflmieisles, M C. Joynt, E. A. C. Iawigton,
IF 1 Leblancl. Aunse Lloyd, F. It. Longstaff, R. All. Lush, HI. D.
Afellroy, K. A. I. Mackenzie, K. Alassoni, M. W. H. Miles, Marie
H[. A. Iozalt, J. B. Aludge, iliza-betli OFlynnEE S. Oraie, J. A.
Panton. A. IPearson', C. J. Penn, V. F. C. J. Philippe, F. Portas,
A. A. 1lrichardl, E. Ro.hoberts, J. P. Ross, 1i. M. Ross, G. H.
ltossdale,Nirendra Mohant Seii-n )Lta.M. Shiuiberg, Raghunath
Dadorsa, SluirNvallkar, 1Fnloa N. tinglh, C. 1R. Sndth. N. 1H. Smiiith,
V. R. Smitli, J. G. Stevens. D. Stewart, 1). J. Thoi-mas, J. H.
Tlionias. AV. C. AVerniquet, H. (C. AVielhoft, S. A. T. WNare, A. A.
AVatkinsoni. .FWilliains, \. ''.IVoolward.

L1EurEN-.\N'r C'oLONL I. E. WNOOD, F.R.C.S.E.,
.LA.M.C.(.F.).

PRUSSELL ELLIOT WYOOD was tlle representative in the fifth
generation of a family of doctors who had successively
practised medicine in Edinburgh, and all of wlhom attained
higlh eminence in that city, alike professionally and
sobially. He was a son of tlhe late Dr. Andrew Wood, and
was born in Edinburgh in 1856. In hiis native town lhe
passed hiis schlool and college days, the former in tlle
Edinburglh Academy, the latter in the University and
Extra,Academical School. He graduated M.B., C.M. in
1877, and for tlle prescribed times acted as lhouse-surgeon
in the Royal Infirmary and resideint medlical officer in tle
Sick Children's and Maternity Hlo.spitals. Slhortly after
his period of work in those institutions the Zulu war broke
out; he volunteered for medical worlk, and was sent otut to
South Africa, where he saw much of tlhe fighting, and -was
present at the decisive battle of Ulundi, receiving for hiis
services the Zului nmedal and clasp.
Returning to Edinburghi, hie obtained the F.R.C.S.Edin.,

and at once began practice, and became associated witlh
the New Town Dispensary, to tle miedical officers of
which his kinsman, the late Dr. Francis Cadell, was then
acting as medical secretary. Soon his practice developed,
and he gained for himrlself the respect and reaard of tlle
public and of lhis medical brethlen, so tllat whlile quite a
young man hie found hiimself in the position whlichl lhacl
been wortllily lheld by his forbears for some 200 years.

Slhortly after settling in Edinburglh lie was appointed
surgeon to the Lanarkslirc Yeomanry. le devoted hirnself
enthnsiastically to this dutv, looking forward to hiis annual
weelk's training on Lanark Moor as he did to his annual
h-oliday. Before retirinig, le btusied hiimself in writing and
publishing a hiistory of thlat distinigt-tislhed reuiment.

Whlilst avoiding politics, Russell AWood was in hlis ideas,
medical alnd otlherwise, conlserVative in tlhe true senlse of
the word. He lheld fast to tlhe great truths wllich lad
stood thie test of years, and( at the samne time shlrewvdly
distinagislhed betWeen whlat, in h;is owni timies; were realJ
additions to medical l-mow tan lwhat would priove
ot,henilerlal.

But wlwat endeared him imost to his frlends and mnedical
bretlhcn was hiis lonest frankness. aind hlis cli-bbableness.
-He was a deligghtful and racy companion at golf or culrling,
and for many years a golf foursorue, comnposed of WNood,
Durismure, Cadell, and Cari-miclael, met every Wednesday
and played a strenuouis rouncd over the old MlUsselburghi
Linlks. 7At the diuners of. thle Medico. ChiMurgical and
Aesculapian Clubs hiis presence and conversation always
lenit brighitiness and chleerfulness to thje gatlhering, anid hiis
songs, often original, were always appreciatedl. It is
pathietic, though not withiouL-t consolation, to thiink that,
like hiis fathlel, lhe dicd practically in harness. -Some
tlhrce years ago lie retired from-i the surgeoncy of tlhe
Lanarlisire 'Yeomanry continuinlg, lloNvever, htis practice
in Ediuburglh, but, OD thle ouitbrealk of thle war, lie at oince
offered Iiiulself for§military duty. His offer was accepted,
and it was wlhilst serving -with the troops at D)unbar that
hiis fatal hleart seiztire occurredl. Ile passed peacefully
away, apparently without the slighltest pain or struggle, as
lie wvas foutnd dead sittinig in his clair, and miore as if in
quiet sleep than that the lhand of dceathi was upon him.
He will be muchi miiissed and mourned by a large circle of
friends anid patients, and ouir lheartfelt sympatlhies. go out
to hiis sorrowving -widow and son and dlaughiter, to whlowi
hie 'was as deeply and lovingly attachied as tiley wvere to
him.

JOHN BmanETT COLLYNS died on January 7tlh at the ripe
age of 96. He was boirn at Dtulverton in Jainuary, 1821,
and celebrated his last birtlhday by entertaining a rartyof friends to lunclheon andc bridge.EHe was tlio oldest
student of St. Barthiolom-ew's Hospital on tlhelRcgister;
twc- of hiis sonis and tlhree of his grandsons received their
professional education at the same mnedical schlool. Mr. T.
Bartett Collyns was apprenticed to hlis fatlher beforc lhe
entered St. Bartlholomew's in 1843. In 1845 lie took tlhe
diplomna of M.JI.C.S., anid thie L.S.A. in the succeeding year.
He then joined, at Dulverton, hiis fatlher, Chlarles PaUk
Collyns, atutlhor of Thlc Ch(ase of the Red Deer. Possessed
of unusually strong plhysical powvers and great surgical
skill, he soon acquired a higlh professional reputation; lhe
on emergencies often operated single-lhanded without
anaesthetics. On one occasion lhe reduiced a dislocation of
both hiip-joints in a cottage on Exmoor. His long journeys;
in that district were always done on horseback. Be clid
not retire from practice until 1900. His faculties remnained
unimpaired, and lie often related liow lhe lhad heard Sih
James Paget deliver hiis first lecture and lhow Wormiald
taught anatomy andl liow Skey operatedl.

DR. WVALTEit BAYNE GEIKIE, whlo died at Toronto on
Januarv 12tlh, at the aae of 77, was the founder and (lean
of Trinity Medical College. He cam-e of a distinguishe(d
family. He was a cousin of Sir Arcllibald Geikie, at onie
time Director- General of the Geological Survey and
President of tlhe Royal Society, and a brotlher of the 11ev.
J. Cunningham Geikie, autlhor of the well-klnown Life of
Christ. He was born in Edinburglh on May 8tl, 1830, the
son of Rev. Archibald Geikie, a Congregational minister,whlo went to Canada in 1843 and settled in Mooretown, int
tlhe province of Ontario. Dr. Geikic obtained hiis medical
degree from V'ictoria University, Toronlto, and also
graduated frolm- Jefferson College, Plhiladelplhia. lie
received his licence to practise frorn the Medical Board of
Upper C'anada in 1851, and for -tle following five yearspractised at Bond Ileadl. In 1856 lhe was appoinited
to tlle staff of the medical faculty of Victoria Univer-
sity, Toronto. In 1860 lhe was obliged to give ul)most of his acacemic work owing to ill lhcaltlt and-
went into private practice at Aurora, Ontario, tlhotugh hie
continuedl to lecture at Victoria. In 1869 lhe was ap-pointed to tlhe clhair of mendcine and clinical miiedicine atVictoria University. In tlle following year, lhowever, le
resigned, anid in 1871 founded- Trinity Medical Selool,
then a clepartment of Trinity University, Toronto. Seven
years later, when the sclhool was incorporatc-d under tlh&;.namiie Trinity Medical College, Dr. Geikie became dear-;
a position whliclh lie continued to fill until 1903. wlenl thercollege wvas amalgamated withi TJoronito ulliverlsity. Ill-
1889 D1. Gfeihie recesiverd tlhe degree of ]).C.L. from; the
Liitiversitv of oronlto, and in 1907 Qteen's U iiiveis-ity,.
Kitigstoii, comifeit-ed up)on Iiiiy ttle degCiree of LL.;I . LP
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THE Mesopotamian Commission has i10ow coimipletecl the
examination of witnesses.
THE British Medical Association has converted £1,200

4i per cent. war loan held on behalf of the Office Staff
Superannuation Fund and applied for au additional £600
in the nev war loan. The Insurance Acts Committee,
acting on behalf of the Council of the Association, the
trtu.tees of the Insturance Defence Fund, has applied for
£11,500 of the new war loan. The Association thus takes
up a total of £13,300, of which £12,100 is new money.
OWING to the additional demands for glycerine for war

purposes the Miniistry of Mtnitions annouinces that it is
anticipated that the suipply of glycerine for dispensing
purposes will be greatly reduced, an(d that no further
glycerine will be issued for such purpose, since it is held
that- the stocks of glycerine in the hands of pharmacists
shouldl be sufficient to meet the reduced requirements.
AT a meeting of representative medical woomen's

societies, held on January 27th, a resolution was aidopted
e:xpressing the opinion that it is a matter of urgent
importance that under any local venereal disease scheme,
a medical womiian should be a)pointed at an adequate
salary to have charge of the worrmen's cliniic and the
woineni's venereal bedls.
Ac'CORDING to a report presentedl to the sanitary council

of Persia the numiiber of cases of cholera known to have
occurred in the districts of Enzeli, Raclit, Kazvine, and
Teheran between March 21st and October 24th, 1916, nas
428, with 209 deaths. There were 18 cases with 9 deaths
in the city of Teheran between Auigtust 3rd and October
24tll, 1916.
THE President of the Frelnelc Republic. has issued a

decree creating a new chair of social providence and
assistance at the College de France. The salary is £480
a year, the funds for which wvill be provided by the
Muinicipal Council of Paris and the General Council of
the Seine. 'T'he teaching will deal largely with sicklness
assurance, invalidism, old age, and infant protection.
AFTER discussions at the Boardl of Healthl in Berlin on

the health and feeding of school children, the heads of
schools were directed to report on October 1st, 1916,
January 1st and April 1st, 1917, their general impressions
of the health and intelligenice of thtir ptipils, with special
reference to the (letrimnental Influence, if any, of the food
difficulties, and to investigate the question whether non-
atten(lances w-as duie to ill healtlh caused by imnproper
nouirishmtient or not.
THE fund of mnore than £600,000, bequieatlhed for the

establishment of a hospital for cancer and nervous
diseases by Anna T. Jeanes, is to be tused for the estab-lishmuent of a general hospital near Philadelphia. Dr.Winfriedl H. Smith, Superintendent of the Johns Hopkins
Hospital, of Baltimore, was selected by the trustees to
consider the clainms of various Philadelphia hospitals, and
it was finally decidecd that only by establishing a new and
independent hospital could the pturposes of the will be
carried out.
A NEW periodical, the province of which is described by

its title, Archwtes S'nis8e8 dCc Ncurologic ct cle Psychiatrie,commnenced publication with the beginniing of the year.
Its contents are in the three national languages of Switzer-
land-French, Italian, and Gernman-and it is intended
to be ani international organ; the collaboration of foreign
workers ivill be accepted, and the periodical will serve aC
a medium of comm-nunication between those wlho undzr
existing conditions are preventedl from corresponding in
the journals of their respective couintries. The editor is
Professor Constantin von Monakow of Ziirich, who has
Drs. P. Dubois of Berne, Weber of Geneva, Maier of
Zfirich, and Mauizoni of Tessin, as collaborators. The new
periodical is published by Orell-Fiissli of Ziirich.
ACCORDING to the report of the Surgeon-General of the

United States Army, the health of the troops during 1915
was excellent. 'I he milean strength of the entire force was
103,&42. The non-effective rate from all causes was 25.22
per 1,000; the death-rate was 4.45 per 1,000, compared
with 4.40, the corresponding figure in 1914, which was the
lowest for many years. The total loss from all causes-
death, discharge, and retirement-was 18.03 per 1,000.
During the year covered by the report there were only
eight cases of enteric fenver, all of which ended in
recovery. The Surgteon-General says: "The record
of! the flght againlst typhoidl fever in the United
States army during the decade and a half since the

Spanish war constitutes one of the most interesting ant
brilliant chapters in the history of preventive medicine,
beginning with the epoch-making investigation of the
Typhoid Fever Board into the manner of infection and
dissemination of the disease in the military camips of 1898,
and culllinmating twelive years later in the equally notable
adoption of antityphoid vac6ination in the United States
armny." The non-effective rate of malaria ouring the year
-0.54-is the lowest in the history of the United States
armny. Venereal diseases are still the greatest menace to
the men in the ranks, and vigorous measures have been
taken to control theiii. In regard to the reorganization of
the United States armiy under the National Defence Act of
1916, it is pointed out that for the first timne the Medical
Department has been placedl on a satisfactory basis.

itttttr, gtes, ant 1tMuerz;
CORRESPONDENTS not answered are requested to iook at the Notices to
Correspondents of the following week.

AUTElons desiring reprints of, their articles published in the BRITISE
MEDICAL JOURNAL are requested to communicate with the Office.
429, Strand. W.).. on receip)t of proof.

TIlE telegraphic addlresses of the BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION
and JOUR-AL are: *1) EDITOR of the BIRITISH MEDICAL'
JOURNAL. Aitioloov, Westrand, Lomdonw; telephone. 2631, Gerrard..
(2 'INANCIAL SECRtETARY AND BUSINESS MANAGEIt tAdver.
tisements, etc.}. Articulate, Westrand. London; telephone, 2630,
Gerrard. (3' MEDICAL SECRtETARY. AMedisecra, Westratd.-
Londone; telephone. 26W4, Gerrard. The address of the Irish Office.
of the British Medical Association is 16. South Frederick Street,
Dublin.

Ls- Queries, a7swers, and communicatiotns relating to sutjects.
to wvhich special1 depairtwiietnts of the BItITISH MERIDICAL JOU'RNAL
are dievotedl trill befound u(tnder their respective heatlitngs.

QUERIES.
IMPOTENT asks for advice as to the treatment of pains in the

fingers in a case of a partial hemil)legia. The stroke occurred
nearly three years ago, and some reco'very of movemeut
has taken place. The pains, which are a recent development,
are very severe, and have niot been relievedi by an: of the
remedies tried.

LETTERS, NOTES. ETC.

TEMPORARY CAPTAIN R.A.M.C., writes to suggest that officers of
his rank on entering npon their third term of service should
be promoted to temporary majoi s.

TREATMENT OF SORE THROAT.
DR. C. A. PATTON (Brixham) writes: At a time like the
present it may interest many practitioners to know that the
following mixture seems to give uniiversallv good results when
used as a paint internally in cases of " sore throat even in
diphtiieritic cases it has been found to check the disease and
to ren(ler the bacilli non-viable. No atntitoxic serum was
used in some of thie cases wmhich proved to be definitely
diphitheria with goodl results. 1, Tiviet. iodi, g.lycerini,
mucilag. tragacanthl, iai shake till clear of lumps and
use as a paint inlternally.

FORCEPS.
S. writes that there is much misconception as to the original.
meaning of this word. It does not mean an instrument that
is feinestrated or opens like a gate (Ioris eapio). Facciolati's
Lexicon (English editson, 1828) states that it signiifies an inistru.
ment which took utp hot things, the G.yclopes using them
(" Cyclopes versant teniaci forcipe ferrum "-ecorgics, iv, 175),
or whicti could be miiade hot for any-desired purpose; in short,
forrmus capio-fi)Qrmt?is being an old Latin word meaning hot,
akin to the Greek Ocpms, just as lerus -is akin tothip. Most
writers, S. adds, insist on making the word plural-" a pair
of forceps "-which is not strictly correct. "*Scissors" is a
plural form, so "a pair of scissors" is correct. Murra'.'s

ltctionary makes " forceps" singular and plural, and
"scissors " plural.

SCALE OF CHARGES FOR ADVERTISEMENTS IN THE
BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL.

s.d.
Seven lines and under .. . . 0 5 0
EaCh additional line ... ... ... ... 0 0 8
AwWlolecolumn 3.... ... ... .. 310 0
A page .. ... ... ...10 0 0

An average line contains six words.
All remittances by Post Office Orders must be made payable to

the British Medical Association at the General Post Office, London.
No responsibility will be accepted for any such remittance not so
safeguarded.
Advertisenents should be delivered. acdressed to the Manager,

429.Strand. Londion, not later than the hrst pozt on Wednesday morning
preceding publication, and. if not paid for at the time, should be
accompanied by a reference.
NoTE.-It is against the rules of the Post Office to receive vosta
eetatett letters addressed either in initials or nunbert -


