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jlttmtOrnbaR:
MEDICAL, SURGICAL. OBSTETRICAL.

ULCERATIVE GINGIVITIS: VINCENT'S ANGINA.
DURING thle period of the war attenition lias beeni attracted
to an ulcerative condition of thje gumu margFins whlielh is
associated withi the organisnis describedi by Vincenit.
There would seem-a to be an idea oni the part of cetrtainl
writers that this is a disease discovered during the presenit
war. Suchi is not tlhe case. The clinical condition lias
been well recognized by deintal surgeons for the last
twenty years, cases constantly ocetrring in the clinics of
the various deutal lhospitals. tin Jolihn h-unter's fatuous
work on the teethi there is an excellent descr-iptioni of this
condition in tle section oni " Scurvy of tlje gilints."
Amongst recent writers the credit of drawing attention

to the subject shlould, I tliinik, be given to J. S. iMarsIal.l
,of Chicago, wlho desciibed the conditioni in the following
words:

The cliniical clharacteristics are the formationi of ulcers at
some l)oint of inijury, which at tirst aplpear in nowise (liffereilt
from thie ordinary form of a localize(d ilcerative stomatitis.
but whicih, after the lapse of twenty-four to forty-eight hours,
begin to spreadl rapidly along the margins of the gingivae in all
(lirections, inivolvilng both jaws, and sometimes extending to
thie har(d palate and the floor of the mouthi. The margins of
the gutms assume a general ulcerative conditioni, accompanie(d
by swellinig, redness, and considerable conigestion of the parts,
which bleed easilv. Later thjey beconle covere(d witlh a dirtv
white or yellowish-wvhite pellicle or membhrane-someivlwat
resemblinig the tlhrLuslh film-wlichl sloughs off after a day or
twvo, destroying the festoonis anid leavinig a ragged surface. The
denudedi surface is very re(d anid coveredl with coarse graniula-
tions, which bleed upon the slightest provocationi. Tue gumns
are loosenied from the niecks of the teethi and the borders of the
alveolar processes are exposed. Pus mixed with blood exudes
from the iniflamed tissue abou-t the necks of the teetlh. The
breath and excretions are very fetid and salivatioil is profuse.
Iii these respects the syml)toms resemble miiercurial ptyalismi.
The uilcerate(d surfaces are exceedlinigly sensitive anid motionis
of the tongue anid- lips on this accotunit arevery pailiful. Food(
is taken witht (lifficulty. Accompnlanying the local manifesta-
tioins there is a genie-al febrile coni(litiotn, teml)erature ranging
froim 100` to 1013 1F., thirst, loss of appetite and general malaise,
sleeplessiiess, and irritability of ternyipe .

On the appearance of Vincent's publication it was
apparent that-tthere was a close simwlilarity between the,
tlhroat coniditionl lhe described and thiat of the gumis,
and bacteriological examiinationi showved that tI e latter
coindition was associated witL the so-called Vincenit's
organismii.

Duriniig the presenit war the condition lias becomiie wide-
spread, and we hIave yet to fincd the real cause. One
writer lias stuggeste(d thiat-it is to be found in the conistant
inhialation of piutrescent matte-.
The disease is seldotii found in a clean miiouthi; by a

clean moutil I mieani one whiere thle gingivae are nornial.
The uilceration usually starts around badly fittinig crownis,
in the deep pocket posterior to the lower thlird inolar,
and in mouth breatihers around the lnecks of thle lower
incisors, but it miay begin iin aniy position whiere thtere
is -periodontal disease-in othier words, in pre-existing
" stagnationi areas." These areas usually lharbour or-
ganistims of the staplhylococcal gr-oup, but in thle case
of Vincent's aniainia they have becomiie iinfected withi the
organismt.s of thiat disease, whlichi, as we know, ale
exceedingly toxic in chiaracter.

Treatnient shiould -be directed towards the it-igiuation of
the pocklets and thle local applicationi of drtugs considered
to liave a specific action on the organiisim. Arsenical 1-ile-
parations liave been advocated, but I liave not fouind( that
they possess any advantage over iodinie. Areas that
cannot be easily irrigated shiould be eradicated, and it is
most iimiportant that any miioutil breathting shiould be cor-
rected; as long as this is present the condition is extremnely
difficult to comiibat.

MIptinicipal object in writing this- niote is nlot so itutch
to driaw atteution to the pathiology of tile condition, biut to
record the fact that we are dealing with1 a condition wihicih
was well knOWn and recognized by denta- surgeo1s long
pYeTiGus tO th1e present war.

FJ- F. (JOLY1.TI, F.R.C.S., L.D.S.,l
Honorary Coansulltinlg Dental S;urgeon, Croydon wVar

,,:?- Io xNt.J .Lz'tl Th'le (3Jocen'.s Hospital, Sidtnp..

iftpovts of *ocititrt.
EYE-STRAIN IN GENEIRAL 1RACTICE.

AT a ineeting of the Medical Society of Lonldoni lheld on
Februatv 4tlj, WithI 1)i. 1JAMES 8-`rTOWEtRS in thle clhair, Major
AVALTEiSt BROADBENT, ILA,M.C.(T.), rea(d a paper on inter-
lobar empyeina antd otlher sorgical comjiplicationis of thie
tlhorax, which was dis-cusseed by Dr. DY, HAVILLAND H14ALL
anid M1r. liuco LETr.

Dr. H. A. i)-*;s VEzux read a paper oni the symptoms
of eye-strain as imet with inm general practice. lie said
that tIme symnptomtis weere hiardly eveL attribtuted to the eye
as a possible cauise, the patient declaring that time eyesight
was perfect amid tIme oculist utsutally saying that thje detect
was so slighlt as to be negligible. The following syndromtie
was produced( by eye-strain (including mnigraine): Fears
anid paniics; dlepression of spirits a111(1 vitality; fits or
attaclks (including fainting); gid(lidiess, (lizziniess, atn(1
vertigo; fatigue; indigestion paralysis (functional)
disorders of sleep); trainl vomliiting. The paper was based
oni ani anialysis of 100 cases, conisistinig of 35 itiales atnd
65 femiaales. In Avoiaen time ssymptonus tend(led to be
intensely aggravated at or abouit the catanientia. 'T'ie
age limiiit was very wide, btut iuos.t of tlhe patieints could
trace back symtiptomls to early yotutlh or childlhood. If
surrounidinig coniditionis were favouirable to their production
tlle sylmlptolmas would first slhow themnselves in. a mtinior
(degree in chiildlhood amnd becomie quite mntamiifest abotit
15 to 25. The greatest success in treatmletnt was attainaed
at this age. Tihe general hjeatlt showved no alterationt
wlichl would accounit for the symptoims; mlLaniy comIIplained
of in1digestioin, with1out signs or synmptonis of dyspepsia
or any inidicatioIn of disease or disturbance of the liver.
Somtie patienits siffered fromI colitis, buit in most the eye-
strain symptomis preceded this disease. Heart disease was
conIspicuous by its absence.

-4iA l/sis of Sqnmpto)ns.
IIro(lcaC o-mruiqrame wvas lresenlt in 60 to 70 per ceimt. of the

patiellts. In some it coimstituted the chief if niot the onlv sign;
ini otlhers it was triflnig or slight. Tlle commonest seat of the
paiii was thle frontal region, somI1etiIm1es beginimnig onI oie side
aind passing to the otlher, somiietimes beginnlitig oni both siles.
Oftell it was definitely in the eyes; " thiough the eyeballs," "at
the back ;of the eyes," witlh some telideruiess of the eveballs.
The paini, however, might be vertical, occipital or temporal,
but ne-er parietal alolle.

I)epre.ssiol of spirits was -ioted in 30 per ceilt., appeariingt
gemlerally to be dutie eitller to thie frequenit attacks anid the dlreald
of thieir recurrenice, or caused by iniabilit 'to take ani active part
in life, or by having to give up ani occupationl wllich was coil-.
geniial or thie only source of ilicoine.. In some cases depression
was the only miarkled symptom.

Fatiqtlue was Imienitionied iii abotut 40 per cent., l)roduced aplpa-
rently by time constanit lbodily suffering. Manvlya(d b)een tylical
neurasthenics aild had l)een treatell as sulcIh. As Nvitli minsraiiue,
it oftenl began ill the mornling.

1F'ears (104i pan(iCs were ofteni mentioine(l. Fears took the
ordiniary forumis of unireasoning drea(d of whlat was goinlg to
pliapeui, or some approaching caitastroplhe, or of a p)ellnling
illneess. The pauics niot' unlseldom took the form of claustro-
phobia.

Ia(ligestionl was frequenitly complainied of, and(vwas a markedl
symptom in 30 per cent. In most it was (juite atvpical ; a wvant
of appetite, distaste for foo(l, aild fullness or a little flatuleuice.
'I'lie abdomen frequenitly felt niorm-ial, but in some cases thlere
was tii(louibte(dly definite anxd severe indigestiol, with flatuilent
(listenisioin. ('oCmstipation was often markled, and(l inm practically
all thie cases liad alwavas previoisly b)eeui assigined as thie caulse
of the trouble. D)isorders of sleep were very com-lmon. In-
soimmliia was muchi comiiplainied of in twelve cases, but most
I)atielits meuitiouie(d some (liscomforts about sleep ; it was ofteim
hleavy, somnetimes very restless. Whiether thte sleel) was absent,
intermittinig, restless, or accomnpanied )y (dreams anld niighit-
miare, wvakiiig up unirefreshed was thie or(idiary resuilt. Dropping
to slee) (luring the (lay was fre(quenitly menitionie(l.

i(ddine.ss or rertiqo was presenit in oine-fourth to one-thir(d
of the cases, of a sim-lilar type to thtat produced by othter
cauises.

Attacks were complainie(d of by many patienits. Certaini of
thiese were inudoubtedlv true faintin}g or synicopal seizures.
The failnting so common in crowded hot rooms, coucerts, etc.,
was probably of ocular origitl. Some of these seiz7ures conl-
formedl ill every respect to petit maal, and attack-s of comptlete
uLntcouscioustiess mighit occtr. There 'might. be some close
relationSship btetween eyestrsain and epilepsyt.
Among eother-:symptomns noticed were an inability to ¢oow.

centragte; a feelinlg of unlreality sometimes almost of dalle
jmer>0na}it.y; Diulscullar twivlt(:}ipg of thle face, awrms orI legs, or
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lighlly paid Royal Engineers, and, otlher things beina equal,
strict regard slhould be hiad to tlhat list.
An officer miglit be given an option, whlen the exigencies

of the service permit, of serving in India for a (definite
period, and wliile there lie slhould be provided wivtlI free
quiarters and rations, or ain adequiate allowance in lieu
thiereof.
The attention of Parlianment slhould be drawn to the

gfross inju.stice anid the unfair treatmiient imieted outt to
tlhe officers wlolihad the imiisfortunie to belong to the
Territorial R.A.M.C. before Augulst 4tlh, 1914.-i ao.i etc.,
Edinburgh, Fel). 7tlh. J. W. JJ. SPF_NCE.

UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDG.E.
Ar a congregation held oni Febrtuairy gtil the following, medical
flegfrees were coniferred,:

MI)..- H. J. Gatvaini, G. L. Keynes.

UNIV'ER1SITY OF LOND)ON.
AT rameetingf of the Senate oni January 23rd a committee was
appointe(l to iniquire inito tie questioin of the a(lmissioil of
1)o iniionis' soldier and sailor schlolars medically, nifit for
furithjer service to the university as initernial studleuts.

I-egulations were adopted, to be ini force during the wvar, bx
which externial stuldents passing thie first examinlationl for
meulical (decrees Part I in December may be admitted to the
seconid examineationi in the followithg Marnle.

Std(leoot.s/iips.-Candidates for the Lindlev Stu(1etitsliip aiid
the [University Studentsbip in physiology, value £100 and(i £50
respectively, to unidertake research in phiysiology, mullst send(t
their applicationis to the Academic Rtegistrar, fromii whonm full
particulars canl be obtained, by April 30th an(d May 31st
respectivel _.

PA IILAMIENTARY REPRESE3N'lTATION- OF
UTNIVERSITIES.

V)xNoim:; the uuewv Reform Act the represenitationi of universlities
ihns h)eeu inerease(l by 6. The numnberof meonhlers inow allotted
is: Oxford, 2; Cambridge, 2; Lond(loni, 1; Wt'ales, 1; Durliaimi,
Manichester, Liverpool, Leeds, Sheffield, Birmiglham and
Bristol, 2; Aberdeeni, Ediniburgilh, St. And(rews and(l Glasgow
(to(ether), 3. Tlho priniciple of proportionial represenitationi is
ilntro(luce(l for uiniversities represenited by two or miore
mem-bers. The Irish Uiniversity represenitationi, likle the otier
representationi of Irelanid, remainis uinaltere(l.

W})e *rb'bit£s.
TlE' AUX\-ILIARY IR.A.M.C. FUNl)S.

W.'fcers' Beiievolen) / Iranc17(1.
%Vi : lhave receivedI a letter froniMllajor A. C. Farq(uliars-on,
]v.A.N.(X.C1T.FJ., a miiemnber of tihe Commjiiiittee of the,
Auxiliarv R.A.\I.MC. Fuiii(ds, buit as it is niot (jtiite self-
oxplanatory w\e propose, with his sanctioD, to explain thie
sittuationl to which he wishes to call attention.

In the iHrs-t place it is to be remembered that tthere are
to fundi(Is irianiaged by the samiie comimiittee-thle onie for
the beletit of officeis, the otlher for thlat of liOnI-coil-
ninissione(l officers and(I milenl. Thier'emtiarkl's we hlave to
miiak;e r'efer only to the ftunid for officers (tlhe Officers'
Belnevolenit lBranch), wlhicll is for thc benlelit of the Sp)ecial
Reserve, Territorials, anid those htolding temnporarv conli-
miiissionls in tihe R.A.MI.C. Th'le futids were estahislsed at
a meeting, uniider tlle clhairmiianishii) of Sir Alfred Keoghi,
oni June 26thi, 1916. A s.lcheemlle wvas siibiitted to this
imee-eting, wh'iich has since beemi mlodified in certainl resp)ects,
tIme most important being that thte originlal liinmitatiom to
rl)phans has beeni altered so as to allow\- assistantce to ibe

giveIn to the, chiildren of otfefers totally disabled. Th11e rutle
that orl)hans of otficers wh1o are non-stubserihers, to time
fundi(I shall hiave nio claimii on its beniefits a)pears to h)e
maintained anid wouild, w\ve assumie, apply to time chiildrei
of (lisabletd oticers.
An accouitit of thle-work of tlie Officers' lBranclh Fund(

doWn to the enid of 1917, ftirnisled(l to uis by thte honorary
secretary waas puiblislhed in the JOURNAL of January 12th,
p.- 71. The first annual. general meeting Nv4s hield on
October 26th, 1917, .but we were uinable to gmv, a rfiport of
time p) oc"ee-ding"s at thte time as rep)orters xWere not ad-
millted. WeC lcalutha tbe accoluts umuade up to Seh)tclmu)er
30i h, 1917. s'ko.\-'l that a sumiii of a little ov er £4,000 hlad
been reeiv (ed i su bscriptions aind doinations. ani thiat of

this sum £3,800 has been invested in new War Loan at
5 per cenit. As already reported. the annual meetin,g
approved grants amiiounting to £160 to the orplhans of four
officers with temriporary commissions an(d two officers
in the R.A.M.C.(Territorial). We find that at this
mneeting MIajor W. '1'. F. Davies, D.S.O., M.D., uirged that
au appeal shtotuld l)e uitade to the profession throtuigh-
out the United Kinigdonm, a suggestioni wtich we had
venitured to l)plt forward oni Jutne 24tlh, 1916,, whletn the
Fund was about to l)e foruuied. WVe gatler that at the
atinual general imeeting Major E. H. T. Nasht (T.C.) also
expresse(l the view that au appeal shlouldi he inade to
otlhers not se,rviugi in the Au-xiliar Branches of the
Corps. ln speaking oll this point, Major Farquharasou
sa.id that hiis own experience of an effort in this dlitectioil
at Christmi-as, 1916, had lnot beenl encouiraningi; he lha(d
-senit ouit a large iiuniiber of letters but had only received
£6 froml civiliani practitioners engaged in part-time duities
in the Northiern Command and(I not connected wiith lhos-
puitals. 'lTle niote of htis speech in tlhe report of tlhe first
annual general imieeting is.sued by the FuindIs lhas giveII
the erroneous impression that thifs was the whole re6sult
of hiis appeal. Th'e response from officers was good: hle
receivel in (loniations ali(l sutbscriptions sonme hundreds
of ponids, autd tIme late secretarl of the Funlld acknow-
le(dge(l that if all the otlher Coutiinanids liad(lohde (at that
tirmie) lialf as %vell as time Nortlhern Commjitianid the success
of time Ftund(i wvouldlhave been assuire(l. " The 1I.A.H.C.
did splendidly, tIme civiliani practitioners d(id not.' ikT.Jjor
Farquharson goes on1 to depr'ecate optisu istic au1d fanciful
estimlEates of the amnount of donationis that will bie
explectedl.
The sumiii re(ceived iu doinatiouis downi to Septemmuber 30til,

1917, appears to lhave been £2,548. and(l wve gatlier thiat,
nearly tlIewhvole of this lhas beemi in gifts; fr-ont officers
lioldinig commiiyiissions in the Auixiliary Branchel-ies R.A.A.MC.
The inumiiiber of subscribers in 1916 (six mionthst) was 503;
at the end of 1917 it had beeni increase(d to over 1,200.

EXCHANGES.
Mledical Officer in clarge of a cavalry uiiit in 1iranee de, ireies

exclhange with miledical officer serving in England.-Address, No. 599,
BRITISH MEDICAL. JOURNAL Office, No. 429, Strand, W.C.2.

Mledical Officer in charge of a umotor transport itiiit in France desires
exchange withimiiedical officer serving in E,ngland.-Addrvss. No. 600.
BRITISH MI-A)1CAL JOURNAL Office, No. 429, Strand(l. W (C.2.

By th]e deathi of 1)D. THOMIAs LAFFAN, Cisl110, Co.
Tipper'ary, wvlhich occurrIed in lhis 76tlh year', anl able
an(l miianiy-sided personiality lhas beeni lost to the p)iofession
in Irelai(l. A son of the late Mi. i). LJatffa, solicitor,
Dr). Laffa wias\a a wrell-kiowui politiciani, philanthirop)ist,
and controversialist. Hfe wvas formilerly demonistrKatol in
anatomy in thte Ca'tlholic Uniiversity, D)iublin. 01(1 stuldelnts
will recall the streniuouis tand successful fiilt lie made for
the conifer-ringo of deg,rees (dted 0 edm) oni gr-aduates of thie
old Catliolic University by the Sentate of the Natioiial
Uniiversity, lie himii1self heing onie of tlhe first recipieiits.
He coitriblted miianiy articles to tlje Fr-eicihi andcl English,
mlLe(dical pLwess, and was the author of ani essay oni the
gr1ievantces of Poor La%v ml1edical otficers. Ile wvas a past
piresidetit of the Soutlh-Eastern1 (Ireland) B1ranchli of thje
British Medical AssociatioIn, amid fo1r severatl years acte(l as
its representative at the AiinIiual Represeitative eIeeting
where lie fiequenitly enlightenie(d a)ni amtutised, by Iiis
cobitlihiuitiolus to debate, his Blritisli colleagues,. 11i was
stirgeoum to the Catsliel hifirniary, amid eiujiycil a lucrative
p)ractiee. Ie wvas a member of the C'aslmeC i rban Coincil.
As a speaker andl wt'iter of imidependent thought omm Irislm
National afairs lie wvas also widely kntiowni.

AN :e regret to record the dleathi, oni Febrtiary 7thi, of Mfr.
WV. H-. J}ALLANID, of Yorkl, aftet A long illness. He wasbotn
at Nottintghaw, and( received 1his tnielical education at Gtly's
Hospital, takitng the diplomas of MI.R.C.S. in 1870, L.R.C.P.
in 1871, and(l F.R.C.S.Enig. in 1873. After lioldiug the
offices of lhouise-sulrgeon and residlent obstetric officer at
Guy's Hospital, 'Mr. Jallancd joine(d Mr. AV. D. Husband, of
York, wlo was a very active iiiember of tlhe Britisli Medical
Associatikm. Mr.,Jalland became a memnber 6f the Associa-
tion; a.nd retainedl hisi menlibershtip throughout the wlhole of
lhis professional career. lIe was president. of the\Yorkshiire
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Branclh in 1894, and vice-president of the Section of Surgery
at the annual meeting at Slheffield in 1908. He was for
over thlirty-four years surgeon to the York County Hospital,
and for sonme years a memlber of the liouse committee. On
hiis retirement in 1914 from the office of surgeon the com-
muittee elected hiim consulting surgeon, and recorded its
aplpreciation of the value of hiis professional work for the
lhospital, and the indefatigable energy he slhowed in assist-
ing it financially, botlh by lhis own gifts and by hlis influence
with others. He was surgeon to the 1st Volunteer Battalion
West Yorkslhire Regiment (York Rifles) for over seventeen
years, and retired withi the rank of surgeon-major. He was
mnuchl interested in ambulance work, was president of tlhe
York centre and a Kniglht of Grace of the Order of St. Jolhn
of Jerusalem. Since the war began lhe lhad given muclh
time to the military hospital in Haxby Road, of wlichl he
was surgeon. Mr. Jalland was a J.P. for the North Riding
of Yorkslhire, and deputy lieutenant for the West Riding;
he was slheriff of York in 1896. He is survived by his
widow, a dauglhter, and a son; anotlher SOn, a lieutenant in
the East Yorkslhire Regiment, was reported nmissing and
subsequently presumed killed after the Suvla Bay landing.

SURGEON-GENERAL SIR ADAM SCOTT REID, K.C.B.,
Indian Medical Service (retired), died of pneumonia in a
nursing lbome in London on February 2nid, aged 69. He
was born O11 April 4th, 1848, educated at Edinbuirgl
University, whlere he graduated M.B. and C.M. in 1869,
and entered tlje I.M.S. as assistant surgeon on March 31st,
1872. He became surgeon on July 1st, 1873; surgeon-
major on Marcll 31st, 1884; surgeon-lieut.-colonel on
Marcll 31st, 1892; brigade-surgeon-lieut.-colonel on June
9tlh, 1897; full colonel on May 19tlh, 1899; and surgeon-
general on June 16th, 1902; and retired on Marcll 25tl,
1907. He served in Afglhanistan in 1879-80 (medal); in
the Chin-Lushai campaign on the Nortlh-East Frontier of
India in 1889-90, with the Burmna column (medal and
clasp); and in the North-West Frontier campaign of
1897-98, when he took part in the relief and defence of
the Malakund, in the relief of Chakdara, and in the opera-
tions in Bajaur and in the Momlund country, was men-
tioned in dispatches, and received the mnedal witlh two
clasps. On hlis promotion to the administrative grade he
was posted as administrative medical officer and sanitary
commnnissioner of tlhe Central Provinces, and during his
tenure of tlhat office initiated and presided over a con-
ference on nalaria at Nagpur in 1901. In February, 1902,
he was appointed inspector-general of civil lhospitals in
the Punjab, and on June 16th, 1902, surgeon-general of
tlhe Punjab Cominand, lholding that post till his retirement.
Except for the tlhree years May, 1899, to June, 1902. during
wwhich. he lheld civil administrative appointments, his
whole service was spent in military emxiploy. He was
granted a good service pension on Decemlber 2nd, 1901,
was made a C.B. on Jllne 26tl, 1903, anid promtioted to
K.C.B. on June 23rd, 1911.

THE deatli occurred at Cateliff, Bakewell, Derbyshire,
on January 15th, of Dr. PHILIP SHELDON FENTEM%EZ. He was
the son of the late Thomas Fentem, F.IR.C.S.Eng., and
was born at Eyam on November 8th, 1841. After being
apprenticed to hiis father he proceeded to Edinburgl.
He took the diploma of M.R.C.S.Eng. in 1863, and thle
degree of M.D.Edin. in 1865. He settled in Bakewell in
1865. He was the first MI.O.H. for tlhe Urban District of
Baslow and for the Nortlhern Division of the Bakewell
Rural District, and afterwards was appointed M.O.H. for
the wlhole district. He retired from the post of district
medical officer and public vaccinator for Bakewell Dis-
trict in 1916, having held tllese offices for forty-seven
years. He Xvas actively interested in amubulance worlk,
and was an lhonorary life member of the St. Jolin
Ambulance Association. He took an active shlare in local
affairs as clhurchwarden, member of tlhe Local Board, and
one of the original Governors of Lady Manners Schiool,
Bakewell. Dr. Fentem belonged to tlle best tvpe of
general practitioner. His quiet courage enabled him
to meet the difficulties of rural practice, but lhe was
perhaps at hiis best as an obstetrician. Sir James Young
Simpson advised him to remain in Edinburgh and
specialize in that work, but the charm of a country life
called him. He made a fine collection of old oak furniture,

and on that subject was an authority. Though of a
retiring disposition, all knew that behind his reserve was
a kind and generous heart, and many souight his advice
in their troubles, not as a medical practitioner only, but as
a true friend. He was for many years a member of the
British Medical Association, which his fatlher lhad joined
soon after its inception. He married the dauglhter of
Mr. Robert Mackay, of Founatain House, Loanllead. She
died in 19C9. Hle leaves one son, with whom he has
been in partnerslhip many years, and two dauglhters, to
mourn hiis loss.

^tia__t atn*.
DR. E. RYAN, J.P. (Crumlin), has been elected a member

of the Monmouthshire County Council.
DR. S. RIDEAL, public analyst for Chelsea, has been

elected president of the Society of Public Analysts.
AT a meeting of the medical profession in Guildford,

held on December 29th, 1917, it was unanimously decided
that it was necessary that the fees for medical attendance
in Guildford and district must be raised.
A QUARTERLY meeting of the Medico-Psychological

Association of Great Britain and Ireland will be held at
the Maudsley Hospital, Denmark Hill, London, S.E., on
Thursday next, at 2.30, when Lieut.-Colonel F. W. Mott,
M.D., F.R.S., will read a paper on war psychoses and
psychoneuroses, and demonstrate the microscopic changes
in the brains of fatal cases of shell shock and gas poison-
ing. It is hoped also that Professor Marinesco of Bucharest
will give a microscopic demonstration.
INFANTILE be-riberi due to breast-feeding by mothers

with the disease in a latent or declared form has been
recognized in two formis: (a) the chronic aphoniic lasting
for several weeks, with a hoarse voice and a dilated and
hypertrophied right heart, and (b) the acute pernicious
cardialgic, lasting from several hours to two (lays, and
characterized by intense and incessant crying. In addition,
J. Albert (Phldippive Journ. Sc., 1917, vol. xii, p. 166) briefly
describes the pseudo-mleningitic form in infants of five to
six months, or somiewhat older than the ordinary cases.
Ptosis givinig the inifants an idiotic expression is a promi.
nent feature; dro\w\siness, retraction of the head, and up.
ward rotationl of the eyes also occur. The right side of the
heart is showvn by x rays to be enlarged. In two out of the
three cases there was a hiistory of previouts- aphonia, thus
suggesting that the meningeal symptoms were due to a
second attack of beriberi. The cases were rapidly cured
by the extract of tiqui-tiqui, which is a specific for inifantile
beriberi.
THE report presented an(d adopted at the anniual mueeting

of the Scottish Poor Law MIedical Officers' Association
early this miionth stated that it had not been necessary to
warn any applicant against accepting an appointmnent
because the information supplied by the secretary, Dr.
W. L. Muir, 1, Seton Terrace, Glasgow, as to the area,
population, diffictulties of locom1otion, etc., had been
sufficient to deter applicants. The claimii made upon the
Higlhlanids anid Islainds Mledical Service Board waas for a
guarantee of a dwelling-house, rent and taxes free, ex-
penses of a professional nature, and a free income of not
less than £300 a year. It was thought that it would be
well that the medical officers should formulate their
grievances and appoint a deputation to interview the
Board. The position createdl by the action of some parish
councils In adldinig the wlhole of the old age pensioners to
the list of medeical officers was unider consideration. A
suggestion had been nmade that a capitation grant of nine
shillinas for miiedical attenidance and medicine should be
paid by the parish counicil for each old-age pension case.
THE currenit iiuImi ber of the Nordiskt Medicin8t A'rkiv

(Bd. 50, Heft 3-4) presents a reLimarliable feature in the
number of papers wlicll are written in the English
language. It has been a rare occurrence hitherto to note
a single paper in English. Of eleven papers, nine now
appear in English anld two in German. The Vordiskt
Archiv has alwvavs nmaintained a high standard for the
contributions it accepted, and this somewhat new depar-
ture will tend to nmake it mioree generally read and appre-
ciated anong the-English-reading races, an-d'.more specially
amlong the surgeons of the British empire and Amierica.
The current number contains articles upon the surgical
treatment of the reflex dyspepsia associated with chronic
constipation, the examnination of gall stones by x rays, the
prognosis of otogenic sinus phlebitis, septicungAdiseases
in connexion with clearing out of -teetb, on sliding, hernia,
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appendicitis and the functions of the gall bladder. This
delicate expression of cordiality in the Scandinavian
countries towards the English language imiay, perhaps, be
talen as the expression of symiipathy and encouragemLient
in our fight for what is right and true and free.
HERMANN KUTTNER (BIuench. med. Jvoch., August 14th,

1917), consulting surgeon in the Germuan navy, has drawn
attention to the fact that the explosive action of projectiles
in the body is not confined to the rifle bullet. This effect
of the rifle bullet had, he says, in recent wars been the
cause of numerous mistakes and false accusations, but
omits to confess that the Germans floundered heavily into
this pitfall early in the present war. Ktittner recognized
that fragments of shells and bombs nmay inflict a single
wound of entry and numerous wounds of exit. He has
seen a whole series of such cases, and he believes that
they are not rare. He has seen not only single wounds of
entry and multiple wounds of exit inflicted by sliell frag-
ments, but with the x rays has demonstrated the presence
of many fragments of shell in the body, though there was
only one wound of entry. He reproduces photographs of
two metal boxes for holding a gas mask outfit which had
been struck by fragments from aerial bomb. Both boxes
show a single hole of entry, while on the opposite side
there were many large and small holes of exit. An analysis
of the splinters from the bombs revealed no intrinsic
explosive qualities, only nickel molybdic steel.
FROM several thousand examinations during the last

three years J. A. Johnson (Phillipine Joutrn. Sc., 1917, xii,
Beet. B., 115) has been led by its varying morphological
%ppearances to classify B. leprae into four groups: (1) The
classical, common in comparatively recent macular and
nodular lesions, and occasionally seen in old lesions
becoming active again. (2) Fragmentary (degenerative)
with (a) coarse, (b) fine granules; the granules are probablv
evidence of degeneration, as the fragmentary form is rare
in active lesions and common in old inactive lesions, and
in patients treated with chaulmoogra oil. (3) Solid form,
(a) long, (b) short, is rare, and is found in the ulcer on the
septum nasi, and at the margin of chronic ulcers. (4)
Nocardial or streptothricial, non-acid-fast, the parent form
of the others. Stricker and others have insisted on the dia-
gnostic value in doubtful, especially anaesthetic, cases of
B. leprae in the nasal mucus. Johnson found them in the
nasal mucus of 12.9 per cent. of known anaesthetic lepers,
that is, the cases in which their presence is likely to be of
diagnostic value, and in 52 and 43 per cent. of known
nodular and mixed lepers. He concludes that nothing is
gained by examination of the nasal mucus in the presence
of definite clinical evidence of leprosy, and that in the
absence of clinical signs, acid-fast bacilli in the nasal
mucus should not be regarded as prima facie evidence of
leprosy. He attaches much importance to the examina-
tion of the blood during febrile paroxysms in doubtful
cases.
THE report of the Government Veterinary Bacterio-

logist, Southern Rhodesia, for the year 1916-17, compiled
by Mr. Bevan, M.R.C.V.S., the Government bacteriologist,
states that over 2,500 smeaws and specimens from the field
and almost as many from animals under experiment at
the laboratory were examined. Of the former, 120 showed
the parasites of African coast fever, 125 the parasites of
other diseases, and 33 specimens of serum the presence
of the virtus of contagious abortion in cattle. It is stated
that the more general application of the principle of
"short-interval dipping" has to a large extent reduced
the losses due to plasmoses of cattle. In practice
there would appear to be three stages in the develop-
iment of a herd: (1) The pioneer stage, when im-
portecl animals cannot be used for the improvement
of the nucleus of native cattle unless inoculated, and
when a heavy mortality of young stock must be expected
froul redwater and other diseases. (2) A second stage,
when by systematic dipping the veld becomes tick-free
and imported stock can be introduced with impunity, and
the young progeny grow up and thrive free from disease.
(3) A third stage, when animnials bred upon such areas being
susceptible to tick-borne diseases cannot be exposed to
tick-infected veld, so that the market for them becomes
restricted. Until, therefore, the practice of systematic
dipping becomes universal, there are certain disadvantages
associated with this method. There still exists the
necessity of a satisfactory method of inoculation for the
protection of imported bulls exposed upon infected veld,
aiid efforts have been ma(le during the' last ten years
-to discov;er a means of convreying immunity. An epDi-
demic amongst pigs was foulnd to be due to a trypano.somne
of the 1'. pee oruml group. Thlle administration of antimaony
oxide hadl no apparent influence -upon the* course of the
disease.
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QUERIES AND ANSWERS.

ULSTER MEMBER.-A M.P.S.I. cannot permit an unqualified
assistant to dispense medicine except under the proper super-
vision of a fully qualified chemist. We would advise our
correspondent, if his chemist should persist in ignorinig hiis
representations in this matter, to communicate with the
Pharmaceutical Society (Ireland), 67, Lower SIount Street,
Dublin.

INCOME TAX.
"LocuM " inquires as to the proper method of assessment of

fees received while acting for a local authority on terms of
weekly notice; and as to the position of the tax officials who
are sending communications through a friend's address,
given by our correspondent to them some time ago.

*** All salaries, fees, wages, etc., paid by local authorities
are assessable under Schedule E on the basis of the current
year's receipts; at the same time, if our correspondent has
been acting temporarily at various places during this financial
year and in the three previous years, the authorities would,
we believe, deal with the whole matter on a three years'
average. In the circumstances we do not see what right the
assessor for the town in wlhich our correspondent's friend
resi(les has to demand his present address, but we suggest
that, having used that address, our correspondenit has
probably brought himself on to the assessor's list-in fact
though not in. law-and that the assessor's inquiry is directed
towards obtaining a more recent address to which the matter
might be transferred; if so, the satisfaction of the request
would seem desirable from all points of view.

B. G. R. C. is employed by the Ministry of Munitions at a
Government factory hospital. He inquires whether he is
taxable at the civilian rate or at the " reduced rate chargeable
on Governimenit pay."

*** Our correspondent has in mind the special rate
applicable to armv and niavy pay, to which he is not entitled.
There is no difference between the ordinary civil rates of tax
and the rates chargeable on Government salaries and fees
other than army and navy pay.

LETTERS, NOT--S. ETC.

HABIT AND CRAVING.
DR. ARTHUR KING (Wareham) writes: In your leading article
on veronal (February 9th) there is a small point which is less
hair-splitting and more practical than at first appears. Sir
James Macketnzie, I take it, in effect says there is no such
thing as a veronal habit because there is njot the same craving
as with morphine and the bromides, whichl produce their own
peculiar, attractive, dreamy quiet, and that veronIal is a
means only to an end, while morphine has its thraldom in its
means-that without craving there is no habit. Observation
in not a few instances has sug(ested that craving and habit
can be things apart, and that habit often persists after longinig
has died. The original act may be, no doubt, the result of
desire, but every act tetlds to repeat itself, and, if inot unduly
complex, is l)erformed automatically. "The cause ol
drunikenlness is dlritik" iS a statement of bald fact. If
repeatedl vicious at~ have not craving as a mainspring, the
pa-tient's cure shouldl be almost simple, b)ut to burke or
scotclh(lesire invl vles a more difficult l)rob)leIR.


