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*With gentle manipulation it was easily reduced. Dr. Taggart
was struck by the fact that the reductioin was suddenl anid com-
plete, giving hima an impression like that of pushing a bLttoni
through a butsonhole. Tle patient felt relieved for a time, but
dluring the night and next day she was uncomfortable and had
occasional attacks of slight colic, and vomited twice; the follow-
inig day (tlhe tlhird) she still complained of occasional abdominal
pains, and again vomited twice.
During the timne between the reduction of the lhernia and my

seeing her the patient had not been given any opium or sedative
because the pain was not severe; the bowels had not been
moved, nor had she passed flatus, except in small amounts,
(despite enemata; very wisely, no purgative medicine had been
peri-nittedl.

1-ler cod(lition when I saw her o-. the fourth day of lher illniess
*was as follows: A welI-deve4i.ted woman, spinster, aged 45;
her general condition and -epearance was gocd. Temperature
niormnal, pulse 92. Abdomeni slightly (listenided, but slhowinig nio
visible evidence ol peristalsis during observation over several
minutes. When handling the abdomen, splashing sounids could
be heard, an(d I got the impression of feelitng distendedl coils of
intestine. The herniial orifices were noormal, and a pelvic
examinatioln did not yield any evidence.

Operation.
Laparotomy, some hours later, throtugh the right pararectal

incision. disclosed a loop of small intestinie, 4 in. in lenlgth and
about three feet above the ileo-caecal junction, tiglhtly st-aligu-
lated in a peritoneal pouLch; the origin of the pouch was not at
first clear, but it proved to be a direct inguinal sac (lisplacecl
from the inDuinal canial into the abdominal cavity. By dividing
thic orifice of the sac the loop of stran)gled intestine was easilv
released; at its point of entrance inito the sac the loop showed
a narrow alnn-ular strip of gangrene; it wvas simply covered over
by ani invaginating suture.
After suture of the peritoneum-ii and muscles, tlle riglht in-

guinial canal was exposed, the sac pulled out into the canal.
a3nd its relations as a direct (external direct) h-ernia clearly
established. The sac was removed and the canial obliterated.
The patient left the nursing home wvitliii three wveeks, anid is

nowv in good health and leading a normal life.
rlle notewortlhy features of this case, apart from tile

reductioin cn mnasse, were
1. ThIe rarity of truo dilect inguinal herinia in the

female.
2. Thle infrequency of strangulation of a direc't inguinal

lherniia. Given stranguilation of suclh a h1ern1ia, it is probable
on anatomical grounds tlhat reducLtion en maccsse is m-lore
likely to occur than in tlle case of tlle ordinary oblique
tvpe.

3. The subacute-in fact, quiet-clharacter of tlho sym-
ptomns of obstruction wllicli tlle patient presented con-
sidering the severity of the lesion; tllis I ascribed to the
deliberate abstention froim: aniy aperient miiedicine and the
restriction of her nourislhmelnt to tlle plainest IluLids.

ittIiteu raatt a:
MEDICAL, SURGICAL, OBSTETRICAL.
A IIELPFUL DIAGNOSTIC SIGN IN RUPTURED

DIGESTIVE ULCERS.
MIR. WILLAN'S article in thle JOURNAL of February 2nd is
of great initerest, and lhe is to be congratulated oni hi.s
muasterfuil description of the conditioni. T'Lc tight constrict-
iliu banid at thle level of thlc lower ribs, thle vertical obttise
alngle, anCd the rigidity, present a coniplex diagnostic sign
of great valuLe. I believe it will be found of real use in
some cases of subphrenic abscess, and will lhelp in th16
diagnosis of thlis condition, -whichal]most always is attended
with diffictlties.
A few weeks before Mr. WVillani's description appeared, a

patient adm)itted to the Cheltenhiain General IHospital pro-
sented this sign in a very marked degree. I will lnot enlter
into detail, but vill be content to st,ate that at the post-
mortemin examination, eleveni days later, dense adhesions
.were presenit in thle upper abdomnen, vithi pus. An ulcer
of the stomach lhad perforated, not in the usual acute way,
aind natture was attemliptin(g to shiut off the diseased area.
Tliere is good reason to believe that adhiesionis were present
before the last catastrolplhc, whilich did niot present itself as
:an acute emergency.

I do not thlink thle sign is present in a marked degrec, if
at all, in mlost cases of acutte perforatiou, for the picture is so

arlecd, whien present, that it would hiave beeii described
long ago.

It is one of those "pathliognomrlonic " s-igns to w-hllichl, nowa-
dalys, too little valule is -ttaichled in thie art of diagnosis.
'T'he presenit tendency to cnjfiuie the diagnosis of abdominial

coinditionis to whetlier or no the abdomnen slhould be opened,
and to complete the diagnosis afterwards, is wvoful. The
great majority of abdominal conditions, acute anid clhronic,
can- be correctly diagnosed after an average experienice
by the u1se of common sense. Tle sign Mrv. Villan has
dlescribed xvill form part of the armamiient of the thoughtful
diagnuosticialn.
Chel tciihain1. S. M1. HEBBLETIIWMITE.

PREVENTION OF WATER-BORNE DISEASE IN
THE TRENCI-IES.

A TYPE Of water-borne diarrhoea observed in tlhe winiter in
Belgiau trenichies wvas characterized bY a tongue generally
cleau or imoderately furred, and by mLarkced temporary in-
tractability to either sedatives or purgatives. Its coursC
was rather unlder a wveek, as a rule, withiout fever, or with
a temperature under 1000, without blood in the stools, bUt
vitl very considerable pain and tenesmus. It could be
clearly distiDguished froIm1 the. diarrhoeal form of trench1
fever by the tonuue, whichi in that disease, as I hiave pre-
viously described, hlas a cleain m-argin a quarter of an inchl
broad, and later by tlhe lacli of paini otlher than abdominal,
and by the temnperature clhart. Tlhe incubation period was
eialgt days. A prophlecy made after solme experience, to
thle effect tllat diarrlloea would break out at the end of the
period as a result of a movement of thle water-carts wlich
was not communicated to the company officers, was
accurate to tlle day, when some lhalf-dozen cases ap-
peared thouhtla the battalion hiad been free from this dis-
ease for a conisiderable period. The special- methods of
prophylaxis adopted may, in view of the ubiquity of water-
borne diseases in, all armies in greater or less degree, be of
sonae iuiterest..

1. The use of chllorinated water is all-essential. Tlhe
statement that " the water is always boiled before use " is
certainly not trtue as far as the preparation in tlle trenches
of imany a stew and maniy a dixie of tea is concerned.

2. The discipline of the company comlmander nmist be
such tllat hiis orders tllat no water is to be taken except
fromii the water-cart miiust be obeyed to tlho letter.

3. The water corporal mnuast keep a record of. every gallon
supplied from tlle cart, and .to wlhoin it is supplied. It is
best to take the name of eaclh mani and the platooni or
section whlichl hc srtpplie3, and, in the case of is50biated
strong points, the names of the meni lie supplies. The
amount of water taken per company is compared. with tlle
trelnlc strength of tlle company, and from this the number
of pints per mnan is obtained. By obtaining the amlount of
-water used by tlho cooks for stews, tea, etc., by observing
the tempting streamtls crossing tlle routes of weary water
carriers annd the efficiency of water guards,. if any, set ovei-
them, reinarkably acCurate deductions can be made as to
tlle souLrce of some or all of tlle water used. To obtain
the records the water nmen must work on double shifts;
water, at all times, if possible, should be available for tlhe
carriers as tlley arrive, or, at aniy rate, tlhe sergeant-major
warned daily as to tllc exact lhours at wlhiclh it is avail-
able. The labour of carryincg adequLate supplies up tlle
trenclies is very great, yet tlle imiportance of this is
obviotns.

It was observed in one instance that tlle surface water
dlerived from. an area witlhin tllh trereclhes was apparenitly
as pure as thlat derived from tlle tanklis miles behind,
requiring less than a single measture of chloride of lime.
By bacteriological examination and by repeated daily ex-
amination with the Horrocks cabinet, it is possible under
certain' geolog,ical anid otlher conditions that a very large
amnount of labour could be saved by a battalion in the line.

It is hopel that the simple methods here described
might, under conditions where it is feasible to suppl-y water
at all in the trenches, go far practically to eradicate
water-borne dlisease from an army fighlting under modern
colnditions.

E. R. GRIEVESON, 1M.B., Ch.B.Edin.

THE UJnite(d States War Department has decidetl to
extend the system of psychological examinations tc all
enllisted men and nlewarly commissionedl officers. Specially
equippedl buildings will be provided in each army canton
ment, and a school of military psychology established at

Forto Og,lethorpe, Georgia. Thue object of the tests is to
hlelp inl weedingd oult the mentally incompl:etent andl claXssi-
fying, men according to their mental capacity.
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A ME,DICAL friend of thc late M-r. WN. II. Jalland, whlose
deatlh was announced in the JOURNAL Of Februtary 16th,
p. 217, sendls a personal note in wlhiclh lhe says tllat
Mr. Jalland justly lheld the premier position as surgeon in
Yorlc. Ho possessed a sound judgement; hle took great
pains; lie k;ept hiimself well abreast of the times, and read
the mnedical journals faitlhfully; lie was loyal to tlle best
traditions of the profession. In cases of difficulty hiis
advice and support to the harassed practitioner were
invaluable. In counsel lhe was always helpftil, whlile Ilis
sotind jLidgement was the main reason for his success;
yet beliind this was a conspicuous integrity of character
.lwhich comm--anided respect. For nearly forty years the
welfarc of tlhe York County Hospital was one of Iiis
chiief interests. Many of the improvements 'were largely
made at his suggestion-for example, the crection
of the children's ward, the open-air balconies, and
thle inicorporation of the Eye Institution. He freely gave
of hiis ripe experience to many city institutions whlere
Iiis conisideredI judgeinent was mnuch valued, and besides
hiis worlk for the Britislh Medical Association lie took
an active interest ini the York Medical Society, of wlhicl
he was twice presidenit. By hiis regular attendanice and
frequent contributionis hiis influenceo upon tllc younger
memtbers was considerable. He never forgot the dignity
ef Ihis calling and always uplheld wlhat is best and nioblest
in the profession. For years to come hiis tall commanding
figfure and liis clheerfl lhelpful personality will be greatly
mi;.ssed.

DEEs regret is felt in Guernsey at tlic recent deatlh of
Dr. JOHiN AINIMAN, Staff Surgeon-Colonel to the Lieutenanit-
CGovernor of the island, principal medical officer to thel
Rloyal Grucrnsey Militia, and, past president of the Guernsey
andi Alderney Division of the B3ritis1h Medical Association
Dr-. Aikman wvas born in Edinburgh1 in 1850; hiis fatler
-was tho late Rlev. Dr. Logan Ailkimani. After studyingc
medicine in the Uniiversity of Glasaow lie graduated M.B.
and C.M. wvitlh lholaotnrs in 1871, aind proceedced M.D. tlhree
years later. 1iaving held house appoinitments at the
(-|lltsgow Maternity Hospital and thle Glasgow Royal In-
firimary, lie served for a sliort timeC as assistant mnedical
offict to the Metropolitan Asvlyhiins Board; lie tlhenl went
t(-oGuernse, whllere lhe practised for more than forty years.
F'or some timeic lie was suLrgeon to St. Peter Port 'Elospital,
anid hie was suirgLeon to the V'ictoria Cottage Ihospital
GIuernsey, at the timie of hiis (leatl. Dr. Aikman was
devoted to lhis profession and to hiis patients, and was
lield in the highest regard throughlout the islaind. Whlile
slhunning public life hoe had a great capacity for friendship,
with a symupatlietic clharmii of clharacter. Mtuch of his
leisure was devoted to literature, which was hlis prinicipal
recreation; hiis publislhed essays on a variety of general
topics were mctilh appreciated by hiis large circle of friends.
Tlle fuLneral, wlhiclh was of a semii-military character, was
attended by the Lietit.-Governor anid miiany represelntatives
of tlhe military and civil sections of the community.

'all turitit 1110 ToUrgs.i.I'jX )

UNIVERSI1TY OF LEEDs.
AT a private degree ceremony, lhel(d on February 19thl, Miss
1E. E. Violet (Glover was admitte(d to the egleree of Doctor of
Medicine. Miss Glover is the first woman to obtain tlhe
Doctorate of MIedlicinie in the Uiiiversity of Leeds.

SOCIETY OF APOTITECTA1It1EjS OF LONDON.
TU:Efollowing canididates hiave beeui approved in the subjects
indicated:
SURGERY.--D. A. Dyer, 1TI. J. Pantlhaky, C. E. Rice, jiJ. leniiers.
MEDICINE.--O. Halstead, iE. A. Leak, C. E. Rtice, *T. T. Tiplady,

*1J. ,.Walker.
FORENSIC MEDIcINE.-A. E. Collie, R. E. Jenkins, C. E. Rice. T. T,

Tiplady.
MrDWIFERY.-I. Do Wardt, MI. Girgis, T. A. Jordan, G. L,. Mlitchell,

C. E1. Ricoe.
* Section 1. 1 Section It.

The diploma of the society lhas beeni granted to lessirs. I. De
Wardt, E. A. Leak, J. Remers, and C. E. Rice.

Du. D. IlEID CAMPBELL of Drybrook has beeii appointed
to the Conimission of the Peace for Glotucestershire.
T1HE Carmuichael prize, value £100, of the Royal College

of Surgeons in Irelanid for tllo best ossay on the state of
the miiedical profession, lhas been awarded to Alderman
J. C. McWalter of Dublin, Captain R.A.M.C(.
DR. A. ASHKENNY, honorary secretary of thc School

Medical Service Groul) of the Society of MIedical Officer's
of Healtlh, having received a comn-missioni as temporary
lieultenant il.A.M.C., his address is nowN, V.D. 'Section,
Connatuliht Hospital, Aldershot.
TIEw trtustees of Columbia University have undler con-

sideratioil plaiis for the establishlenit of a large clinic, for
the beniefit of patients who do lnot wislh to be recipients of
charity butt canniot affor(d to pay the fees of a numbler of
specialists.
A MEE;TING of the members of thie old E'psomnian C]lutl

will be held at the offlice of Epsoni Collcge, 37, Sollo Square,
onl Tuesday next at 4.30 p.ml., when, in addition to ordii-
ary businiess, the sum to be given to thle Epsonm College
War Memorial Fund will be decided. As the list ol'
a(ldresses is believed to be erroneous notices will niot be
issuied by post.
DR. E. NORDENSKIOIL)D of Gothcenbutrg, the famiious cx-

plorer, was present at the anniual imecting of the Dainish
Medico-Historical Society at Copenhaggnl on Decemberi
10th, 1917, w-hen Dr. Carl Jtul. Salomonisenl -was elected its
president for the enstinlg year, and Ilrofessor Villh. Maar
tnldertook to edit its bulletin. Professor 11. Mygiindi read
a pal)er on tlle hygiene of the private house at Pom:peii.
IN a report presented to the Londoin IdUcation Coim-

mlittee on February 27tlh Dr. W. II. Hamer, school mtiedical
officer, called attention to the -elation between oxer-
crowding in air raid shelters and thie ilicreased sprea(d of
inifectious (liseases. During the autumniii air raids rises
in the incidence of certain infectious diseases, including
mecasles anid scarlet fever, corresl)onided with, perio(ds of
special -crowdingf.

I)I. D. M. WVILSON, honorary .secrtary, Cleadlc and(l
District, inform-is us that thle Ch11eadle (Staffs) m11edical men
holdinig appoinitments unider th1e guardians of tlhe poor andt
the rural district council applic( foL- an increase in thleir
salaries and emiiolumiients to the extent of 25 per cent ., pluts
10 per cent. for travelling expenses, pluts 5 p)erecnt. for drugs.
The guardians and district council rcfuised the application,
so that tlle miiedical mien concernied (lecidle(d to resign their
offices, anid their resignations have beeni accepted by tlle
guiardlians and district counicil.

rTiE, initroductioni of Compulsory rationiing and(I the
discouitnuance of the voluntary propaganda departument-
has led the Food Controller to lreorganize the foo(d
econoumy division of the Ministry hithe-to conlducted}by
Sir Artlhur Yapp. It will low consist of foutr branches :
Public services food consumitption, Natioual Kitchens,Putblic Caterilng, anld an E.'.ducational lranchi unider the
direction of Professor E. H. Starlinig, E'. The co-
ordilnatioin anid conltrol of the se'ci-al departments will be
exercised by a Food Survey 1Board, of which the directors
of the several departments will be miiemlibers, with lAietnt. -

Coloniel A. G. AWeigall, M.lP., as clhairmana.
A SMALL1i pamiphilet cintitled WcckAly 11eat l:ations, conl-

tainiing Taylor's tables for rapidly caletlaiting the pm'-
cliasinig valtte of coupons fromii . to 24, lhas been issued by
Messrs. Matlhiesoni anid Sonis, 16, (opth all Avenue, E.C.2
(price 6d.). A genleral note oni m-leat rations is followed by
a set of tables shoxving the amlloutnt of mtioney that miiay bespenit on mi1eat in cachl week if tllree couipons a lhead or
any smiialler number are utsed, anid the weight of otherimeat foods whiichi cani be obtained with the fourth coupol,
which cannliot be utsed for buying butcher's illeat. Tlhe
pamphlet ouglht to be very useful to any lhouseckeeper whlo
wxill take the small pains niecessary to understand(l it.
THE, 1ealth D)epartment of Cinicinnati has established a

h1Calth contre in the city for the puirpose of carryin1g oiit a
prograummi11e w%}hichi includes the pren1atal care ,and educa-
tion of expectant mnothers; the examination of children
under schlool a(se: school inedical examiiination and follow
up work; tlh establislhmienlt of lhealth leagues in schoolsjunior Rted Cross wvorli, inieluding elementary hygiene,
hOmlIe care of the sick and first aid; better housing and
imprUloved sanita'ry conitions for the co1mmunity;* freqdlnt
inspecCtionl of bakecries, dairsies, grsoceries, reCsVuranlts,
bearber.s shlops. It; is al.so 4)'prposed to establish a nlighst
clinlic for wrorking meCn should thle need for such a servico
exist.


