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of men who would be so affected would be an act of simple
justice, and would do muhi to remove the opposition
wlvich would be aroused from practitioners who wouild
otlherwise lhave reasonl to contemiiplate the future with
grave concern.
The pensionable character of thle service could be used

to ensure that practitioners kept up to date in their know-
ledge. It is obvious that if tlhe state pays, the state will
establisl some sort of supervision over the work done.
Mere supervision, lhowever, will not prove adequate; a
man should keep pace Nvitli imodern progress. Post-
graduate courses stiould be available, and attendance of
men should be -encouraged. Up to the age of 50, or even
later, men might attend such courses. In fact, a definite
syllabus indicating a course of instruction might well be
laid down by the authorities and the reward for attend-
ance be an addition to the number of years' service, in tlle
aggregate, not to exceed a number, say five to ten, but
tlese additions sh-ouild not justify a man retiring before 60
except on medieal c(rtificate. They would simply assist
in iDcreasing hisTpension when le had decided to retire.

Tllere are many p6ints in the above outline whlich lhave
not beetn touched upon, particularly tlle question of contro'l,
but in view of the suggestion that local authorities should
administer, and of the present policy decided by the
Government that advisory councils shall be a feature in
future medical administration, we tlhink it inadvisable to
enlarge upon the subject further than to suggest that a
local medical advisory committee, representative of prac-
titioners in the area and eleeted by tlhemii, shonld administer
the schleme jointly with the approved comm-littee of -the
local authority. This composite committee would be
vested withl the necessary powers and wonld work under
regoulations issuied by the Ministry of Healtl. It is prob-
able that minor disciplinary powers would be exereised by
that committoe, leavigg matters of serious importance to
be 'dealt wi;th by the central body. In any scheme it
iihould be arranged that purely mnedical matters shiould -be
dealt with -by medical meni.
NOTE.-Although we boti, are oflicially associatel withi thle.

TOnWloui Paniel. Committee, we desire, in order to avoid mis-
undlerstat dlinig, to state that tile above represenits our personal
views, anid in no way those of the comumnittee.

Oxaett
NC
aa1 Comyns Clarr, Gtarnatt and Taylor: National Ilnsura1v(e, p. 112.

IRtntarnuRba :
M-1El (CALi, SURlGICAL, OBSTIIETRICAL.
TREATMENT OF INFLUENZA BY LARGE DOSES

OF SALICIN.
THE appended table shows the duration of 335 cases of
iufluenza which have come tinder observation since October
29thi, 1918, and also the niumber of hours froim the esti-
wated .commencement of the illness (fever, etc.) witlliei
whlichl treatimrent was comnmenced. Every one of the cases
lhas .been tweated witl doses of salicin, gr. xx, every lhour
for twelve ljotus, followed by gr. xx eveiy two lhours for
thje next twelve lhours. The table shows fairly clearly
that the earlier the patient can be got fully under tlje
influence of tihe drug- the shlcater the period of fever anid
thle IIlore rapid the recovery. Every case whlich has been
observed and treated since October 2911h is included in the
table. Thare was not one single complication in any one
of them,and every one hlas recovered perfectly. The ages
f -the patients rangcred from 77 to 7 years. In the case of
young porsons under 16 years of age tlje dose was reduced
and given in the proportion of 1 grain per year an hlour
(thlat is, a chiild of 10 had gr. x everv hon). But tlhe best
anid quickest recovery of all these cases occurred in a
clhild of 14 wlho, on maternal diagnosis, had ten doses of
gr. xx before being seen. .No bad effects whatever fol-
lowed thle administration of these large doses of the drug
in -any instance. About tlhirty individuals had more or
leas buzzing in the head3, three lhad a red punotiform rash,
and a larger nuimber sudaimiina. Both the rasll and time
buzzing subsided at oce as the drug was left off.
Every one of the patients was in a position to take

prLper care of himself or helself, and was kept str ictly warmn
in bedmu.til the temperature lhad been lnormiial for at least
twenty-four hours. Several old cases of valvular hleart

T'cible shlowinqg Nuitmnber of Ilotirs fter t1he first Syfmptomn ?wlheuSalicin waso; begun, anti the Day mi u-/l-il thte Temjeratu le
returte(d to !-ot-iro,l.

D)ay on which TempverAture rvtuired
Hours. Lo N,rn_al. Total

2nd 1 3rd 4th. i ~~~~Cases.2ndllel. 3rd. 4tl. 5thl. 6th. 7t8j.

2 *.11 6 4 3 1 0 O 5
4 ... 8 13 26 17 7 3 74

6 ... 18 29 38 17 10 5 117
8 ... 3 7. 10 9 6 3 38

10 1 4 8 3 1 2 19
12 ... 0 3 4 6 7 4 -24
14 .. 1 1 3 7 3 4 19
16 ... 0 0 2 4 6 1 13
18 . 1 0 0 3 0 2 6

Total.. 43 63 95 69 141 241 335

mischief are included in the series. They recovered as
quickly as any others, and suffered no inconvenience. As
a rule those cases *hich commenced witli very high fever
(103.50 to 1050) seemed most amenable to the remedy, and
came to an end more quickly than those wvhichl began with
a more,moderate temperature. There is no dodibt what-
ever, as thimbacteriologiuts hiave slhown, that tllis November
and February epidemic is quite different from the on)ewhich invaded us last July. Clinically the symptoms are
more severe, and tlherapeutically tlle salicin treatment has
not quite the same result. In all qpidemics from that o
1889 up to and including that of July last practically every
case treatedwith sadlicin,.as set -fortlh.above, came to an
end, witlhort complication, in forty-eight houirs at the
latest. Since November tbe cases are not cut so short,
but thoughl symptoms persist in som-e instances for five.
six, olr seven days, yet every form of complication is
avoided, and recovery is rapid, and with no bad after-
effects. Th'e onliy case out of the 335 wlhich 'was at atl
troublesonme was one of tlhe "gastric " variety, in which
diarrhoea and vomniting were persistent, aud wlich ran for
the fuill seven days. It is perhaps as well to point out
tlhat these cases 'follow in unbroken sefies upwards of
2,300 treated'by the writer in the above-mentioned manner
since 1889, every onie of whicli has ended in complete
recovery witlh no comnplication, and withouit a sinigle death.
The first series of 250 of tihese was publisl-ed in thie Lancet
in 1891. Thje late Dr. T. J. Maclagan had tiie same results
from the same treatment. He published hiis results at the
tiunie.

TonIIdo , E. B. TURNER, F.R.C.S.

TIIE W;'ET PACK IN rN;-I`ATENZA.
Til wF, sf3oenisBto be great variety oi Opinion as to the treat.
mont of influenza. Th'e general -seoi,,uendations are:
Rest in bed, good inursing, antipyreties, and lheart stinmn
lants. The only sat and -relibiileantipyretic is cold water,
but I have not seen its use suggested. Tlhe cold wetshieet pack is at once a powerful and sure antipyretic and
a valuable heart tonic.
Soie years ago, during an epidemic of influenza, I

adopted tthis -treatmiient, and had the satifaction of seeing
all the patients recover with'emarkable rapidity.

All that is required is a-sIeet wrung-out of cold waterv
aud two or three blank4ts. The Brand bath is anothermethod of reducing temperature, bt witl tie volume of
water in tlis method the rapidity of efimination is apt 'to
overcoimie -tihe -vigo-tr of the patient. I prder the wet gheet
pack; it iu more eaoily applied, and its action can be
graduated in 'intesivty according 'to the quantity of water
used.

rime duration of eacb padkshould not exceed thirty to
forty minutes, or unjtitl the sheet fedls nearly as warm as
the surface of bthe body. It nma be 'epeated imnle-
diisthly once, or eventwi-ce'if 1eeary. Iefore'pplyrng
thea wet shleet the faea and -neck #houlll be bathled with
cold Nvater, and a wet clothi appied to 'the fo3rehlead.

MO.. in chlarge fled OrosseClinic for'J3hyaioal Treatmlenlt of
Disahied Soldiers, Lonldon. W.
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sentence from a letter received from one of the colleagues
associated with him in his last work. " He was one of the
tinest characters I have ever met, and never in the six
months that I knew him did I hear him say anything
against any one."
One would like to think that it may, perhaps, be some

small consolation to his widow and family to knowv that
his brother officers will not readily forget their lost friend,
and that a large number of them realize very clearly the
great loss which the corps has suffered in the early
passing of a man whose work had already stamped him as
destined to rise high in the line to whiclh he bad devoted
hiimself so whole-hleartedly.

WILLIAM STEPHENSON, M.D.EDIN., LL.D.ABERD.,
Emeritus Professor of Midwifery, University of Aberdeen.

PROrFESSOR 'WILLIAM STEPHENSON died on February 24tl
in lhis 82nd year. He was born in Edinburglh on July 2nd,
1837, was educated at the High School and University,
and graduated M.D. in 1861. He began practice in Edin-
burgh, and was physician to the Royal Hospital for Sick
Children there. In 1875 he was appointed professor of
miidwifery in the University of Aberdeen, became plhysician
to the Maternity Hospital there, and also gynaecologist to
tlle Aberdeen Royal Infirmary. He was vice-president of
the Obstetrical Society of London in 1887-89, and president
(If the Obstetric Section of the British Medical Association
at the annual meeting at Swansea in 1903. In 1912 lie
resigned his clhair, and was appointed Emeritus professor,
and in the following year received the honorary degree of
LL.D. from the university. In 1914, during the meetinfi
of the British Medical Association in Aberdeen, Professor
Stephenson was presented by the university with his por-
trait, whicll now lhangs in the court-room at Marischal
College. Professor Stephenson, who was twice married,
leaves a widow and a family, by his first marriage, of two
sons and three daughters; the younger son joined the 4tlh
Gordon Highlanders, and was killed in July, 1916. Tlhe
other is Dr. R. B. T. Stephenson of Southsea.
We are indebted to Professor R. G. MCKERRON, h1is

successor in the chair, for the following brief tribute:
We will miss his genial presence in this district. He

was keenly interested in everytlhing relating to the pro-
tession and more especially in its social relations. He
rarely, if ever, missed a social gathering of mnedical mc6n,
and hiis presence was always welconme. He publisled a
number of valuable papers-tlhe earlier chiefly on diseases
of children, the later all on obstetrical subjects. Tllere
wvere few, if any, obstetriciansa of his generation who
devoted more time or study to obstetrical problems, and
inore particularly to that aspect of obstetrics wlhich lhe
made peculiarly hiis own-the mechlanisnm of labour. His
method was the soundest and best I know. His teachliing
was essentially practical, and its value, not always appre-
ciated at the time, was fully realized by his students
later.

R.A.M.C. (REGULAR) UNIFORM1 OF OFFICERS.
WF, understaiid that some alarm has been caused to regiular
otUcers by a circular recently issued mnaliDg iniquiries wvith
regard to change of uniform. \Ve are now able to state that anl
Armv Counicil Inistruction has been issued tha*t no ofticer is at
present to purchase any uniform other thani hiel(d service; the
w-hole question is nowv under considleratiol.

UNIVERSITY OF EDINB IIt7l'GH.
.AT a meetinig of the University Court oni FebrLiary 17tlh Mlr.
George Barger, M.A., D.Sc., was appoinited to the cllail ol
chemistry in relation to medicine. lle vas e(duicated in Holland;
an(d at UJniversity College, LJon(loii, aid(I Kinig's College,
Cambridge. Frolmi 1901 to 1903 lhe was demonstrator of botanY
at the University of Brussels; afterwar(ds hie was chemist to
the Wellcome Pihysiological IResearlch Laboratory, anid since
1914 has been a memiber of the staff of the departmiienlt of
bioclhenmistry and(I pharmacology of the MTledical Research Conm-
nittee, where he lias been concerned largely with confidenitial
work for the Ministry of Munitionis.
The courses in the first year subjects in medicinie at the

TUniversity of Stellenbosch were recoginized as qtualifyiing for
the tirst professional exfSmination ill me(licine.
Dr. John Guy was recogniized as ani extra-academical lecturer

on tuberculosis.

j|tbtirtf$ehI.
DR. P. L. GIUSEPPI has been elected the representative

of Felixstowe (N.W. WVard) on the Suffolk County
Council.
THE Lumleian Lectures before the Medical Society of

London have beeni postponied, owinuf to unavoidable delay
in the arrival of Colonel W. H. AWillcox, C.B., C.M.G., in
England.
DR. ADDISON, President of the Local Government Board,

has appointed Miss Janet Mary Campbell, M.D., M.S., to
be a Medical Officer of the Board in special charge of the
workl of the Board in respect of maternity and child
welfare.
THE War Emergency Fund of the Royal Medical Benevo-

lent Fund has recently received donations of fifty guineas
each from the Royal College of Physicians, London, and
the Royal College of Surgeons, England.
CAPTAIN IV. I. CUMBERLIDGE, R.A.M.C.(T.F.),F.R.C.S.,

who has been honorary assistant surgeon to the Leicester
Royal Infirmary since 1911, has recently returned from
service in France, and has been appointed honorary
suirgeon to the infirmuary.
AT the matriculation exam-iination of the University of

London in January 120 candidates passed in the first
division and 638 in the second. Five candidates passed
at the examination held in France, one of them in the first
division.
LIEUT.-GENERAL SIR CHARLES H. BURTCHAELL, 1(.C.B.,

Director-Generai of the Arlmy Medical Service in France,
has received thel honorary degree of LL.D. of the Univer-
sity of Dublin, in w-Nhich he graduated M.B., B.Ch. in 1889.
He has also received the honiorary Fellowship of the
Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland.
DR. LEONARD HILL, F.R.S., will deliver a lecture on

atmospheric conditions whicll affect health, before the
Royal Meteorological Society on WVednesday, Marlch 19th,
in the lecture roomn of the Geological Society, Burlingtotn
Honse, Piccadilly. The chair will be taken by Sir Napier
Shaw,'F.R.S., at 5p.m., and visitors will be welcomed.
DR. FRANCIS ARTHUR BAINBRIDGE, Professor of Physio-

logy in the University of London, Dr. George Barger,
whose appointment to the chair of chemistry in relation
to medicine is mentioned on this page, and Dr. Thomas B.
Wood, Professor of Agriculture, Cambridge University,
are among the fifteen candidates selected by the council
of the Royal Society for election into the society.
rTn; British Psychological Society has resolvedI that

persons interested (inistead of, as heretofore, engaged) in
the various branches of psychology shall be eligible for
memibersllip. It was also decided to institute three special
sections of the society, devoted to the educational, indu$-
trial, and medical aspects or psychology respectively.
Further particulars may be obtained from the Honorary
Secretary, the Psychological Laboratory, University
College, W.C.1.

T|H'E British Scienlce Guild lhas been encouraged by the
successC which attended its exhibition at King's College
last sunmmer and the mnore recent exhibition at Manchester
to org;anize a Britislh Scientific Products Exhibition for the
display of new appliances and devices. The exhibition
will be held in Jtuly at the Central Hall, Westminster.
There vill be eleen sections, amongthem one for medicine
and( surgery. The organizing secretary is MIr. F. S. Spiers,
82, Victoria Sitreet, Westminster, S.W.1.

M1AJOR F. G. BUSHNELL, R.A.5M.C.(T.F.), has been de-
mobilized after foutr years' active service, chiefly in Franco
and Salonica, and has restumed duty as tuberculosis officer
to the Plymouth Boroughi Council. Dr. Bushnell was
amoni the earliest advocates of the establishmnent of a
Mlinistry of Health, having read a paper on the subject at
the Royal Sanitary Institute .Congress in 1903, and also at
the annual meeting of the British Medical Association in
1906.

1SIR EDWIN CORNWALL has been succeeded as chairman
of tle National Health Insurance Joint Committee by
Major tlle Hon. AValdorf Astor, M.P., chairman of the
Medical Rlesearch Committee, who will continue to act
as ParliamentarytaySeretary to the Local Government
Board. MIajor Astor was chlairmnan of the Departmental
C:ommlittee on Tuberculosis in 1913.
THE. annulal ple)ic conlference of the Faculty of In-

surlance wsill be hleldl in thle C:enltral Hall, Westminster, on
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April 4th. The Minister of Pensions, Sir L. Worthington
Evans, M.P., will open a discussion on the training and
treatment of disabled men. A discussion on medical
research and the state will be opened by Sir Walter
Fletcher, F.R.S., who will be followed by Major-General
Sir William Leishman, F.R.S. A discussion on the neces-
sity for an Increase in national insurance benefits will be
opened by Mr. J. H. Thomas, M.P., and continued by Mr.
John Hodge, M.P. Further information can be obtained
from the Secretary of the Faculty, 3 and 4, Sicilian House,
Southampton Row, W.C.
THE Royal Sanitary Institute is holding a conference on

March 13th, 14th, and 15th, at its house, 90, Buckingham
Palace Road, on post-war developments relating to public
health. Discussions have been arranged: On city hygiene
in relation to employment, to be introduced by Dr. W. J.
ilowarth (M.O.H. City of London); on housing for city
blerks and similar workers, by Sir Henry Tanner, C.B.,
F.R.I.B.A.; on the public health aspect of tuberculosis,
by Dr. N. D. Bardswell; on public health propaganda and
social work, by Professor H. R. Renowood, C.M.G.; and on
welfare work in factories, by Dr. E. L. Collis, director of
welfare and health, Ministry of Munitions. There will
also be a discussion on child welfare work, under the
presidency of Mrs. Lloyd George, introduced by Mrs. Flora
Shepherd, M.B.
ACCORDING to the report on the work of the Central

Midwives Board for the year ended March 31st, 1918
(Cmd. 17, price ld.), the Midwives Roll at that date con-
tained the names of 42,949 women, a net increase for the
year of 1,204. There are 137 institutions in England and
Wales at which midwives may be trained; of these, 69 are
Poor Law institutions. In addition to training institu-
tions, 73 registered medical practitioners were approved
ss lecturers and 92 practising midwives as teachers. Of
1,895 candidates who completed their examination 1,548
passed; the percentage of failure fell from 20.7 to 18.3.
Of 76 midwives cited before the Board to answer charges
of malpractice, negligence, or misconduct, the names of
47 were removed from the roll. The Board has expressed
its general approval of the proposals for a state-aided
-iplfdifery service in England and Wales formulated by
the Association for Promoting the Training and Supply of
Midwives.

i3lettttr5, 4Jthtts,_anb nsbuers.
ORIGINAL ARTICLES and LETTERSforwardedfor publication are
understood to be offered to the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL alone
unlless the conttrarv besstated.

CORRESPONDENTS who wish notice to be taken of their communica-
lions should authenticate them with their names-of course not
necessarily for publication.

AUTHoRs desiring reprints of their articles published in the BRITISH
MEDICAL JOURNAL are requested to communicate with the Office,
.429.tStrand. W.C.2, on receipt of proof.

1l1 order to avoid delay, it is particularly requested that ALL letters
on the editorial business of the JOURNAL be addressed to the Editor
at the Office of the JOURNAL.

The postal address of the BRITISH MEDICAL, ASSOCIATION and
BRITIsH MEDICAL JounNAL is 429, Strand. London, W.C.2. The
telegraphic addresses are:

1. EDITOR of the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL, Aitiology,
Westrand, Londons; telephone, 2631, Gerrard.

2. FINANCIAL SECRETARY AND BUSINESS MANAGER
(Advertisements. etc.), Articulate, Westrad, Lotidont; telephone,
2630, Gerrard.

s. MEDICAL SECRETARY, Medisecra, Westranid, London;
telephone, 2634, Gerrard. The address of thle Irish Office of the
British Medical Association is 16, South Frederick Street, Dublin.

The address of the Central Medical War Comm-littee for England
and Wales is 429, Strand, London, W.C.2; that of the Reference
Committee of the Royal Colleges in Londoni is the Examination
Hall, 8, Queen Square, Bloomsbury, W.C.1; and that of the Scottish
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LETTERS, NOTES, ETC.

THE NOTIFICATION OF BRONCHOPNEUMONIA.
DR. T. L. BUNTING (Newcastle-on-Tyne) writes: The making of
pneumonia a ilotiflable disease raises one difficulty which is iiot
dealt with in Sir Arthur Newsholme's explanatory pamphlet.
It is a common clinical experience to see a child who at first
;presents only symptome of bronchitis but who a few days
iater shows definitely one or more patches of consolidationi.
It is also common, in a family of young children of whom onie
lhas bronchopueumoniei, to fixd that several of the others have
distinct bronchitis but no discoverable consolidation. On
clinlical grounds, therefore, there is good reason for supposing
that many, perhaps all, cases of bronchitis in children are
identical with one gr other of the conditions known as
bronchopneumonia. If this be the case, then it must be
neceAsary to 'notify all cases of. bronchitis in children; for
whether the obiect of notification be a study of. iiitlence, or

the prevention of spread, it should obviously include all cases
due to the same cause, and not merely those which attain a
certain severity. Indeed, the slighter cases being, in virtue
of their slightness, the probable carriers of infection are,
from a prophylactic poin't of view, the more important.
Possibly the bacteriologists may, even now, be able to answer
this question; or they may help by arranginig to examine
material from our very numerous cases, though in this there
are obvious difficulties due to the presence of some form ol
pneumococcus in many healthy mouths and the difficulty of
gettinig pulmonary secretion from most young children. In
the meantime, on clinical evidence, it would seem that even
cases wvithout consolidation should be notified.

THE PROPHYLAXIS OF VENEREAL DISEASE.
MR. C. F. MARSHALL (Idondoh, W.) writes: The accumulated
evidence in favour of the adoptUon of prophylactic measures
against venereal infectiop, supported by Sir James Barrett
in his article in the JOURNAL of February 1st, by Professor
Adami in his address before the Royal Inistitute of PublicHealth on January 8th, by your correspondent in the JOURNAL
of February 8th, and by others, is overwhelming. In the
absence of preventive inoculation, personal prpphylaxis,
although by no means infallible, is the' only method l'ikely
to attain any considerable degree of success in diminishing
the inicidence of venereal disease. At the present time the
adoption of these measures, not onl)y by demobilized
soldiers but also by the army of occupation, is important.

THE VALUE OF PRESENT-DAY PRACTICES.
WE are told that it is desirable to utter a word of caution with
regard to the present value of practices. The position at
present differs from that which prevailed before the war, and
careful investigation is essential to arrive at the value of any
practice. Owing to various conditions due to the war and to
the recent epidemics of influenza, the basis of last year's
income may not represent the normal value. Inltending
purchasers will do well to consult old established agents who
have a reputation to maintain, and can be relied upon to
advise, after investigation, as to the proper value of a
practice.

POST-GRADUATE STUDY.
CAPTAIN CHAS. J. HILL AITKEN, M.D., R.A.M,C., writes: By
using model eyes, ears, and throats, the country practitioner
cani carry on post-graduate study. Finding myself far from
the eye specialist I some years ago in South Africa got a
model eye and an atlas of ophthalmoscopy. In a very little
time I was able, to tqckle refractions. One case was of par.
ticular interest: Following an attack of influenza an up.
country farmer beca'me. "blind." Oni his way to sm port for a
voyage to England, when he called to see me, I proved to his
satisfaction that a + cylinder was all that he needed to cure
his "! blindness.':' Anotber case, in which my a(tlas enabled
me to give a diagposis,..was an old man who had, beeii given
two years to liwe, as lie was told he was, sufering from
"albuminuric retinitis." I diagnosed senjile disease of the
macula and told him to chleer up. He lived for six years and
then (lied of acute bronchitis. It is possible also to glet model
bladders for practising cystoscopy.

AN EARLIER GERMAN REVOLUTION.
ON January 5th the American Friends of German Democracy
gave a dinner to Dr. Abraham JacQbi,. who is hqlnorary presiv
dent of the assQoiation. Dr. Jacobi, who is near}y 90 years of
age, took part in the German revolution of 1,848, and lie left
his native country after suffering a term of imprisonment.
Dr. 'S. Adolphus -Knopf delivered an address inl vers libres, in
which he reviewed the career of the distinguished guest.
After speaking of his -world-wide fame as a bealer and
teacher, and his work as "the little children's saviour," Dr.
Knopf referred to the endeavours made by the p'owers that
drove him across the sea to induce him to return to Germany.
They offered to make hhn " Herr Geheimrat," " Excellenz,"
etc., but he declined the honour. The poet concluded with a
prayer that Providence may keep Dr. Jacobi safe to see his
dream of seventy years come true, "A Germany redeemed at
last and worthy to be free."

THE following appoiinttiesitr, of certifying factorv surgeons are
vacant: Bentham (Yorks), Bryniainman (Carmarthen), Denby
Dale (Yorks), Martock (Somerset), Perranporth (Cornwall).
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