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GALL STONES IN ADOLESCENTS.
THE accounts of cases recently published in the BrITISH
MepicaL JourNarn describing the occurrence of gall stones
in adolescents have elicited the fact that, at all events until
fifteen years ago, no operation for this trouble had been

performed on anyone under 21 years of age, and therefore

the publication of another instance would appear to be
justified. '

S. E., a well built French girl, aged 15 years, was seized with
abdominal pain, referred chiefly, but not solgly, to the epigastrium
and of varying but gradually increasing severily. On the second
day, at my request, Mr. C. P. Childe saw her with me, and forty-
eight hou’fs later the condition sufficiently resembled an *‘ acute
abdomen ” to call for immediate operation. An appendix in a
high position was the most natural conclusion, but a tentative
diagnosis of gall-bladder trouble was made, with, however, less
gt])éléirdence than would have been the case had the patient been

Mr. Childe operated through an incision in the right semi-
lunar line, which revealed acute cholecystitis without peri-
tonitis. On opening the gall bladder, thickened bile with 150 small
faceted stones and two larger ones, measuring 1/4 and 1/2 inch
respectively, were found. On account of the infected condition
of the gall bladder, cholecystectomy was perfomed, and recovery
was uneventful. The only other point worthy of note is that the
patient had been an inordinate eater of sweets from babyhood.

M. Astonx Ky, O.B.E., M.D.

Tee note by Mr. C. M. Kennedy (May 9th, p. 8.82),
relatxng a case of gall stenes in a girl of 13, prompts me to
send a few details of a somewhat similar case.

Southsea.

M. R., a girl aged 14} years, was sent to me by Dr. E. Gimson
D.S.0., of Witham, with a diagnosis, which he h);d made, of gall'
stones. The symptoms dated from two years previously, and there
bad been five attacks of severe colic'in the preceding nine monihs
and minor attacks of pain dating back to 1921. During one attack
she was definitely jaundiced. When I saw her on i[arch 24th
1923, there was distinct tenderness on deep pressure in the right
hypochondrium. 1 performed cholecystectomy for her a few d:)'s
after, the gall bladder containing a large number of small stones.

Although this is the earliest age at which I have per-
formed this operation for gall stones, I have had one or
two others under the age of 20.

London, W.1. CeciL A. Joir.

Cases like that recorded below are of interest apart
from their rarity. The patient was a Tamil boy, aged 12
with obstructive jaundice caused by gall stones and Ascari;
lumbricoides. The case demonstrates the importance of
this parasite as a cause of surgical conditions.

" The patient was admitted to hospital on December 12th
under the care of Dr. P. H. Hennessy. He was in poor pl’lyls?gfl'
condition; both thighs were flexed on the abdomen; there was
general abdominal tenderness, but no visible tumour. The tem-
perature was normal; pulse 80. The tongue was coated and the
bowels constipated.

His past history was as follows: At the age of 7 he suffered
from sudden abdominal pain followed by vomiting. The pain
increased in severity and lasted for about a week. He was at
this time constipated and retention of food was difficult. He
was taken to a dispensary and given ‘‘ worm powders’ and a
dose of castor oil, and subsequently passed several ascaris
worms. The pain subsided temporarily, only to return at monthly
intervals. No swelling or distension of the abdomen had been
noticed. During the three months previous to admission the
attacks of pain had increased in severity; they were not constant
in character, but were accompanied by fever and general weakness.

Examination of the blood for malarial parasites was negative.

A blood count showed: Polymorphs 69 per cent., small mono-
nuclears 20 per cent., large mononuclears 5 per cent., eosinophils
6 per {:ent. No ova were found in the faeces, and the urine was
normal. .
" On the day following admission the temperature rose to 100° F.
and the patient had a rigor; severe pain was present in the
umbilical region. A well marked globular swelling could now
be felt protruding from beneath the under surface of the liver.
The urine contained bile, and the patient was slightly jaundiced.
Dr. Hennessy diagnosed obstructive jaundice caused by gall
stones in the common duct, complicated by ascaris worm in the
biliary tract.

The patient was transferred to the surgical ward under my care
on December 20th. Examination confirmed the diagnosis, and
operation was decided upon. ’

Sromalt

Operation.—Under C.E., ether, and oxygen (Shipwa anaes-
thesia, the abdomen was opened by a right 3{f).ram(e.dialx)l in)(;)ison and
the right rectus drawn outwards. The gall bladder was found
greatly distended, the liver enlarged and of a bright red colour,
with the lower border much thickened. There were no adhesions
either in conjunction with the gall bladder or liver. The upper
surface of the liver showed some scarring. The common bile duct
was enormously dilated. Palpation of the gall bladder failed to
detect any stones, but palpation of the common duct disclosed a
number. The abdomen was thoroughly packed off. The gall
bladder was opened, emptied, and examined. The mucous mem-
brane appeared to be healthy and the wall was not appreciably
thickened; no stones were found. The bile evacuated appeared
normal. A drainage tube was fixed intc the gall bladder ard
brought well outside the abdomen. The common duct was then
opened over a stone, sufficiently to admit the index finger. The
left index finger was then easily passed upwards to the hilum of
the liver and several stones were located. These were manipu-
lated downwards and extracted. The finger was then passed
downwards towards the ampulla of Vater and a large stone
found; this was also mancuvred upwards to the incision and
extracted. A curious cylindrical body was at once noticed in the
centre of this stone, which on subsequent examination proved to be
a portion of an ascaris worm. As the common duct now appeared
clear of stones, mud, etc., a rubber drainage tube was passed
upwards and the incision in the duct sutured over it. Beth tubes
were now brought out through the posterior sheath of the rectus—
through a specially made incision. The rectus was replaced and
a small split made in it; through this the tubes emerged. The
gauze packs had already been removed and the peritoneal toilet
attended to. The abdomen was then closed.

The boy stood the operation admirably. The drains were
removed on the fifth day. The fistula was completely closed on’
January 5th, 1924, and the boy was convalescent.

Examination of the urine showed bile to be present each day
from December 23rd to 28th, 1923, but absent on December 30th.
There were no ascaris ova in the stools. The specimens were
forwarded to Dr. Fletcher, Government pathologist, Kuala
Lumpur, who reported as follows :

«T could find no eggs, but the fragment ef worm was sur-

- rounded by a definite article, and there is no doubt that you are

right and that it is a piece of round-worm.” )

In a subsequent report Dr. Fletcher said :

« 1 should think it probable that the ascaris was the cause of
the gall stones, by acting as a contaminated irritating foreign
body. The gall stones probably formed in the gall bladder.”

C. Burcoyne Pasiey, F.R.C.S.I,,
Chief Surgeon, Perak, F.M.S.

BILATERAL TWISTED OVARIAN CYSTS.
Tais case seems to be worthy of recording on account of its
rarity. ,

A married woman, aged 45, was in good health until the
beginning of March, 1925, when she noticed that she was getting
stouter. On March 14th she had an attack of abdominal pain
lasting a few hours; there was no vomiting, and the following
morning she was well again. She consulted her doctor, and at a
subsequent consultation the following facts were noted. .

The patient was well nourished and looked well. She had slight
exophthalmos with some enlargement _of the thyroid and tachy-
cardia (90). Menstruation had been quite regular up to Christmas,
but she had seen four periods since then. The abdomen was dis-
tended, with bulging of the flanks and a well marked fluid thrill.
A solid mass cou%d ge felt for 2 to 3 inches above the pelvic brim
rather to the right of the middle line. No. pain or tenderness was
elicited. By vaginal examination it was found that the pouch of
Douglas bulged into the posterior fornix and that there were one
or two small fibroids in the cervix. Bimanually a rounded swelling
could be palpated, which was thought to be separate from the
uterus. The uterus itself was enlarged.

A diagnosis of fibroid uterus with an ovarian cyst or solid ovarian
tumour and a large ascitic accumulation was made.

The patient came to the nursing home on the following day,
and during the forty-eight hours between the consultation and the
operation the amount of ascites had markedly increased and the
abdomen was tense. The pulse rate had risen to 110, and- a systolic
bruit was heard at the apex. Just prior to_ the operation the radial
pulse could not be counted, but the patient seemed remarkably
comfortable. . .

On opening the abdomen 14 pints of clear ascitic fluid was slowly
evacuated -and the patient’s general condition improved. Two
large ovarian cysts, each about the size of a grape fruit, were
found. The right one was in the right iliac fossa and the left was
in the pelvis, with many recent adhesions around it. They were
both twisted, purplish in colour, and very tense, and many of the
vessels running over them were thrombosed. Both were removed
in the usual way. The uterus was enlarged to about two months’
pregnancy and fibroid, but the condition of the patient did not
warrant removal.

The interior of the cysts was lined by a warty growth which Dr.
Walker Hall found to be a proliferating papillary ovarian cystoma,
with much degeneration, accompanied by haemorrhage due to
strangulation and locally malignant. The patient made an un-
eventful recovery; the bruit disappeared, and she left the nursing
home three weeks after the operation. :

Hereford. J. AucusTIN PRICHARD,
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of Axbridge Union Infirmary and Sidcot School. He was
at one time an assistant medical officer of Cornwall County
Asylum, Bodmin. During the war he saw active service
in the Dardanelles, on the Somme, in Salonika, and Egypt,
was the officer commanding the Officers’ Hospital,
Streatham Hall, and surgeon to the Devonport Military
Hespital; after the war he held appointments under the
Ministry of Pensions at Bristol. In August, 1922, he
succeeded the late Dr. W. R. Williams in practice at
Machynlleth, becoming medical officer and public vaccinator
for the district, honorary medical officer and surgeon of
Londonderry Cottage Hospital, and honorary inspector to
Machynlleth branch of the St. John Ambulance Associa-
tion, which recently won the Loxdale cup and shield in the
iocal Great Western Railway competition. Dr. Lewis was
a member of the South Carnarvon and Merioneth
Division of the British Medical Association. The funeral
was attended by representatives of public bodies and local
organizations.

Dr. Jory OxE HorbpeN, who died on April 14th in his
72nd year, was the eldest son of the late Rev. John Horden,
D.D., first Bishop of Moosonee. He received his medical
education in Edinburgh, obtaining the diplomas L.R.C.P.,
L.R.C.S., and L.M. in 1877, and graduating M.B., C.M. in
the same year. In 1878 he was appointed resident medical
officer to York Dispensary, which appointment he held for
several years. For the past thirty-nine years he had been
engaged in general practice in West Hampstead.

Dr. Ceci CaRrisToPHERSON, J.P., died at Bexhill-on-Sea
on May 11th. He was a member of the well known Kent
family several of whom have won distinction in athletics.
He studied medicine at St. Bartholomew’s Hospital, and
obtained the L.S.A. in 1885 and the M.R.C.S. and L.R.C.P.
diplomas in the following year. He was appointed assis-
tant house-surgeon at the Royal East Sussex Hospital,
Hastings, in 18983, and ultimately became sonicr surgeon.
He retired from active work at the hospital in 1923 owing
to illness, but continued his long connexion with the insti-
tution as consulting surgeon. His work for the hospital
was recognized in a spontaneous gift, made to him by the
professional and business circles of the town, of a handsome
silver casket containing an illuminated address, together
with a cheque for £500. The whole of that sum he handed
to the hospital. Dr. Christopherson was one of the
originators and founders of the Hospitals Benevolent Fund
for East Sussex. During the war he served on the medical
staff at Netley Hospital. He leaves a widow and two sons.

The Serbices.

TERRITORIAL AMBULANCE CHALLENGE SHIELD.
CoLoNEL E. C. MONTGOMERY-SMITH (secretary) informs us that
the competition for the Ambulance Challenge Shield (T.%) will
take place at the Duke of York’s Headquarters, Chelsea, S.W.3, at
2.30 p.m. to-day (Saturday, June 13th). Ten units will take part :
143rd (South Midland) Field Ambulance, 128th (Wessex) Field
Ambulance, 170th (Cavalry) Field Ambulance, 125th (East Lancs)
Field Ambulance, 164th (West Lancs) Field Ambulance, 48th
(1st Southern) Casualty Clearing Station, 53rd (3rd ‘Western)
Casualty Clearing Station, 47th (2nd London) Casualty Clearing
Station, 4th Battalion Prince of Wales Volunteers, 23rd Battalion
London Regiment. . .

INDIAN MEDICAL SERVICE.
As already announced, the annual dinner of the Indiar Medical
Service in London will be held at the ‘I'rocadero on Wednesday,
June 17th. Lieut.-Colonel A. W. Alcock, C.L.E., F.R.S., will be in
the chair. Tickets and all particulars may be obtained from the
joint honorary secretary, Colonel J. J. Pratt, I.M.S.(ret.), 18, Nevern
Mansions, Warwick Road, S.W.5.

. DEATHS IN THE SERVICES.

Lieut.-Colonel Joseph Sykes, Bengal Medical Service (ret.), died
at Folkestone on May 5th, aged 71. He was born at Janmah in
the .Deccan, and got his first medical education in ihe Madras
Medical College. He entered the Subordinate (now the Indian)
Medical Department as a hospital apprentice on June 29th, 1874,
and resigned two years later. He then came to Europe, matricu-
lated at Glasgow University, and took the L.R.C.P.Ed. and
L.R.F.P.S.Glas. in 1879. He entered the Indian Medical Service
as surgeon on October 31st, 1879, became lieutenant-colonel after

twenty years’ service, "and retired on December 14th, 1909. H
served on the North-West Frontier of India in the Mahsud-Wazi
campaign of 1881, and in the E%yptian war_of 1882, when he w
present in the actions at Tel-el-Kebir and Kassassin, and receive
the Egyptian medal and the Khedive’s bronze star. Most of his
service was passed in civil employment in the North-West, now the
United Provinces. In 1883 he married Ada, daughter of Mr. Dyer,
of Lucknow, who survives him. .

@Anibersities and Golleges.

UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE.
AT a congregation held on June 6th the following medical
degrees were conferred: :
M.D.—K. H. Tallerman.

M.B., B.CHIR.—H. Yates, A. R. Lister, G. F. Lund, J. P. White Jamie.
M.B.—G@G. B. Tait, H. E, Harris, R. A, M. Scott.

UNIVERSITY OF LONDON.
KiNG’S COLLEGE.
Extensions in the Department of Physiology.
AT the last meeting of the Senate of the University final approval
was given to proposals of the delegacy for extensions to the
department of physiology. Building will be commenced at an
early date, and it is expected that the new rooms will be ready by
the end of the long vacation. By the new building facilities will
be provided for experimental research, a professor’s room, and for
the teaching of advanced practical mammalian physiology. In
addition to the above, the rooms formerly occupied by the bacterio-
logy department will be taken over for the teaching of biochemistry,
the provision of animal and polarimeter rooms, and fora staff room
and library. Approval was also given for the establishment of two
research studentships, each of the annual value of £100, while & sum
of £50 has been set aside to meet the expenses of such research.
The following have been recognized as teachers of the University
in the subjects and at the institutions indicated :

St. Mary's Hospital Medical Schocl.—My. W. D. Newcomb (pathology).
Maudsley Hospital.—Dr. F. L. Golla (neurology).

Applications for_grants from the Thomas Smythe Hughes
Medical Research Fund,allocated annually for assisting original
medical research, must be sent in by June 15th to the Academic
Registrar, from whom further particulars can be obtained. .

The following candidates have been approved at the examination
indicated :

THIRD ‘M.B., B.S.—*IJ. C. Barrett, *§R. A. Brews, *!C. P. Craggs,
*!W. Evans, *tR. S. Johnson (University Medal), *1F. D. 8. Poole,
*1§Mary E. Tyars, *!Iris V. I. Ward, *IA. J. Wrigley, Harriet E.
Acheson, W. L. Ackerman, F. G. Allan, H. G. Anderson, Doris M.
Baker, Margaret A. Bannermann, Alison E. M. Barnaby, P. C.
Bennison, Dora M. Berry, T. 8. Blacklidge, S. Bloom, W. G. Booth,
R. Brooke, Hilda L. Byett, J. A. Carman, L. I. M. Castleden,
E. H. P. Cave, Edith I. Clark, H. G. Close, Doris M. Collins,

G. E. C. Collis, Cecily D. Crosskey, C. K. David, C. H. Devereux,

A. C. M. Elman, Mary H. Elmitt, Barbara Finch, Mary 8. A. Foden,

F. G. France, I. W, Gallant, Florence M. Gamble, Katharine A. C.

Gillie, A. W. Grace, G. E. R. Hamilton, A. B. Hodgson, M. W. P.

Hudson, R. G. W. Husbands, Beatrice Jervis-White-Jervis, E, F. -

Johnson, B, H. Jones, H. Joules, N. E. ff. Kemm, V. J. F. Lack,

Muriel A. Lester, N. L. Lloyd, A. McMillan, R. G. Maliphant,

B. A. J. Mayo, J. H. Moor¢, H. 8. Morley, Marjorie Murrell,

Josefine W. Nagel, Elizabeth-H, R. Newboult, Margaret D. Nichols,

Helen E. D. E. Ornstein, W. E. Rees, Laura M. Rhodes, F. T. Ridley,

J. J. R. Robinson, Sybil H. &. Robinson, Edith M. Ross-Johnson,

F. E. E. Schneider, W. G. Sears, C. N. Smith, Sylvia M. T. &mith,

V. A. T. Spong, Nettie H. Stein, E. V. Suckling, G. P. Tatton,

Catharine F. Taylor, R. W. Thomas, W. R. Thrower, Mary M.

‘Wickham, E. R. P. Williams, Edith V. Wood, J. P. Yeoman.,

* With honours. - '§ Distinguished .in midwifery,
1 Distinguished in medicine. Il Distinguished in pathology.
1 Distinguished in surgery. :

ROYAL FACULTY OF PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS
OF GLASGOW.
THE following have, after examination, been admitted as Fellows
of the Faculty: John Gardner, Stanle Graham, Chandiram
H. Primlani, James H. Robertson, and James Taylor.

CONJOINT BOARD IN IRELAND.

TaE following candidates have been approved at the examinations
indicated :

FINAL PROFESSIONAL.—Anna M. Allen, M. J. Cleary, R. ¥. G Dickson,
J. A. Donworth, W. J. Flannery, C. Gardner, J. Graff, T. Griffith,
D. J. Keane, M. J. Kelly, T. R. McCabe, M. A. Monahan, Aileen M.
Mulcahy, M. O'Regan, B. Plunkett.

DrpLOMA IN P8YCHOLOGICAL MEDICINE.—Patrick Moran.

ROYAL COLLEGE OF SU]%GEONS IN IRELAND.
AT a meeting of the College on June 3rd Mr. R. Charles B. Maunsell,
Mr. Andrew Fullerton, and Sir F. Conway Dwyer were elected
president, vice-president, and secretary respectively.
The following candidates have been approved at the examinations
indicated :
FinAL FELLowsHIP.—Dr. R. A, Keane.

Pm.}ug! tF";lmno'wsnn».—t’.". J. O’Kelly, J. Owens, M. A. W. Roberts,
. Scott.
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THE half-yearly dinner of the Australian and New Zealand
gedical Association in England will be held at the Trocadero

estaurant, Piccadilly, on Friday, June 26th, at 7.45 p.m.
All visiting Australians and New Zealanders wishing to be
present should communicate with one of the honorary
secretaries, Mr. E. T. C. Milligan, Mr. H. Bedford Russell,
at 86, Harley Street, W.1. .

THE annual summer dinner of the Glasgow University
Club, London, is to be at the Trocadero Restaurant, Piccadilly,
W., on Friday, July 3rd, at 7.15 for 7.30 p.m. The
Right Hon. Augustine Birrell, K.C., LL.D., will preside.
Any Glasgow University men who, though not members of
the club, desire to attend are requested to communicate with
the honorary sccretaries, 1, Harley Place, N.W.1.

NOMINATION for the David Lloyd Roberts Lecture is in the
hands of the Royal Society of Medicine for this year. Bir
Arthur Keith, M.D., F.R.8., has accepted an invitation
from the Council of the Society to deliver the lecture on
November 16th. ‘ ) ‘

THE annual general meeting of the Royal Society of Tropical
Medicine and Hygiene will be held at 11, Chandos Street, W.1,
on Thursday, June 18th. A demonstration at 7.45 will precede
the meeting. At 8.15 the new President, Dr. Andrew Balfour,
C.B., C.M.G., will be inducted. The Chalmo~ wmedal will be
presented to Professor Warrington Yorke, %5 will read a
paper on ‘ Further observations on malaria zwade during
treatment of general paralysis.’”” Dr.G.C. Low will make an
announcement on the use of & drug named ¢ smalarina’’ in
the treatment of malaria.

AT a meeting of the Central Midwives Board for England
and Wales, on June 4th, when Sir Francis Champneys was
in the chair, it was decided to inform the M.0O.H. Gloucester-
shire that midwives living in District Nursing Association
homes are, according to the general practice throughout the
country, subject to the same rules as to supervision as
midwives in private practice. It was agreed to place before
the Royal Commission on Local Government a statement
of the Board’s views on the question of the transfer of
functions under the Midwives Acts from county councils to
other local authorities.

THE Fellowship of Medicine announces that Sir Gerald
Giffard will lecture at No. 1, Wimpole Street, on June 17th,
at 5.30 p.m., on some Madras methods in the teaching and
practice of midwifery. A second course for general practi-
tioners will be held at the London Temperance Hospital from
June 22nd to July 4th. The special course in urology at St.
Peter’s Hospital has been postponed toJune 29th to July 25th. :
From July 6th to 17th an intensive course in cardiology
(limited to an entry of sixteen) will be held at the National
Hospital for Diseases of the Heart. The Queen’s Hospital,
Hackney Road, will hold a course in diseases of children
from July 6th to 18th, and from July 27th to August 15th the
West End Hospital (Out-patients” Department, 73, Welbeck
Street) will hold a course in the diagnosis and treatment of
nervous diseases. Full particulars of these courses may be
obtained from the Secretary, at No. 1, Wimpole Street, W.1.

THE annual meeting of the National Council for the
Unmarried Mother and her Child will be held at Carnegie
House, 117, Piccadilly, W.1, on Thursday, June 18th, at
2.30 p.m., with Lord Henry Cavendish-Bentinck, M.P., in
the chair. The annual report will be presented, and a
discussion on the Mental Deflciency Ach as it affects un-
married mothers will follow.

AMONG the recent recipients of the degree of M.D. at the
University of Lausanne were Dr. Charles A. H. Franklin
(Sevenoaks) and Dr. Arthur Shirley (London).

DR. F. G. BUSHNELL, who a short time ago ceased to be
assistant medical officer of health for Plymouth in circam-
stances indicated in the SUPPLEMENT of April 25th (p. 186),
has been recommended by the Plymouth Public Health Com-
mittee for appointment as assistant consulting tuberculosis
officer at a salary of £300 a year.

THE second Franco-Polish Medical Congress was held at
the Paris Faculty of Medicine, under the presidency of
Professor Roger, on April 28th, when addresses were delivered
by Professor Roger, Dr. Krzysztalowicz, rector of Warsaw
University, and M. Jules Godard, ex-Minister of Labour and
Hygiene.

A COURSE on dermatology and venereal diseases will be
held, under the supervision of Professor L, M. Pautrier, in
Strasbourg, from September 21st to November 7th. Besides
lectures and clinical, bacteriological, and histological demon-
strations there will be individual training in the different

therapeutic methods, including the use of carbonic snow
radiotherapy, electrolysis, and cauterization. The fea fok |

the course is 200 francs. A special course in the principal
laboratory methods and the general pathological anatomy of
skin diseases will be arranged if five applications are received.
The fee for the special course is 150 francs. Applicaticns
should be made to Professor Pautrier, 2, Quai St. Nicolas,
8trasbourg, from whom information may also be obtained
%ith regard to accommodation in pensions on reasonable

rms.

THE third congress of French-speaking dermatologists and
syphiligraphers will be held at Brussels from July 25th to

28th, when the following subjects will be discussed: the

nature and treatment of tuberculides; the etiology of herpes
febrilis and herpes zoster; syphilitic reinfection, pseudo-
infection, and superinfection ; endocrine disturbances due to
inherited syphilis ; modern treatment of lupus. Further
information can be obtained from the general secretary, Dr.
L. Dekeyser, 9, Rue des Sablons, Brussels.

DR. W. H. MAXWELL TELLING, who has occupied the
Chair of Therapeutics in the University of Leeds for the past
two years, has been elected by the Council of the University
Professor of Medicine ahd head of the Department of Medi-
cine, a8 from October 1lst next, on the retirement from that
office of Dr. T. Wardrop Grifith. Dr. R. A. Veale has been
elected to the Chair of Therapeutics in place of Professor
Maxwell Telling, and Dr. G. W. Watson has been elected to
the Chair of Clinical Medicine, which has been vacant since
the retirement of Dr. A. G. Barrs.

Eetters, Notes, and Ansfoers.

All communications in regard to editorial business should be
addressed to The EDITOR, British Medical Journal, British
Medical Association House, Tavistock Square, W.C.1.

ORIGINAL ARTICLES and LETTERS forwarded for publication
are understood to be offered to the BriTisE MEDICAL JOURNAL
alone unless the contrary be stated. Correspondents who wish
notice to be taken of their communications should authenticate
them with their names, not necessarily for publication.

' Authors desiring REPRINTS of their articles published in the

BriTisE MEDICAL JOURNAL must communicate with the Financial
Secretary and Business Manager, 429, Strand, W.C.2, on receipt
of proofs. )

All communications with reference to ADVERTISEMENTS, as well
as orders for copies of the JoURNAL, should be addressed to the
Financial Secretary and Business Manager, 429, Strand, W.C.2,

' The TELEPHONE NUMBER of the BriTisE MEeDICAL JOURNAL i

MUSEUM 986). The telephone number of the British Medical
Association remains, until further notice, Gerrard 2630 (internal
exchange).
The TELEGRAPHIC ADDRESSES are :
EDITOR of the Britisa MepicAL JOURNAL, Aitiology Westcent,
London.
FINANCIAL SECRETARY AND BUSINESS MANAGER
(Advertisements, ete.), Articulate Westrand, London.
MEDICAL SECRETARY, Mcdisccra Westrand, London.
ddress of the Irish Office of the British Medical Asso-
Thceiat?onr is 16, South Frederick Street, Dublin &t;ele rams :
Bacillus, Dublin; telephone : 4737 Dublin), and of the cottish
Office, 6, Drumsheugh Gardens, Edinburgh (telegrams : 4ssociate,
Edinburgh; telephone : 4361 Central).

QUERIES AND ANSWERS,

RESPIRATORY DISTURBANCE AFTER MEALS.ﬂ 1
ORRESPONDENT asks for information about the significance an
At'f'ea.isment. of a symptom characterized by a deslre%o take & deep
breath, with difficulty in completing the final stage. This is
gometimes accompanied by frequent yawning. It comes on
about twenty minutes after meals and is considerably relieved
by alkalis. fs it, he asks, a reflex spasm of the diaphragm, and
is any special drug or diet advisable ?

MANGE. bt

«RB. M.” writes: Some patients of mine are very nervous abou
g‘mMossibiliby of ma.ng% in their cats being transferred to them
or their children. They are compelled to keep them to prevent
the house being overrun with mice, and they say their cats
always get mange sooner or later. I told them that I wag
nder the impression that each animal had its own parasite and
XOuld not transfer it to another animal. A cat gives mange toa
oat, & dog to a dog, and so on, but & cat will not infect a dog.-
.1 should be glad to know whether I am correct or not in my

ideas on this matter. )
b Several genera of mange mites infect the domestia
mammals, but most of these are not transmissible to man,
Barcoptes scabiei occurs in all the domestic mammals except the
%, but in each casea special strain is found which, although

tingulshable morphologically from the other strains, yet



