
MI8 BRITISH ME?C"AL JO7URAAL. [June 15,1867.
lecturers on medica jurisprudence was, that they-should
gie instrution in practical rather than in ultra.scientific
matters He agreed with Mr. Ruwesey as to the im-
portance of fonsic medicine: but thought that he had
confounded what was required to merely enable a prac-
titioner to discern a medico-legal case with the knowledge
required to make a profound medical jurist. This was
as great a mistake as to confound the knowledge of sur-
gery sufficient for a general practitioner with that which
would be expected from a consulting surgeon.

Dr. AnPorN proposed as an amendment, that the list
of subjects be extended by adding botany.

Sir D. Conniuox seconded the amendment, which was
negatived; and, aftersome furtherdiscussion, the report
was adopted in the following amended form.

ItEPORT.
"The Committee appointed to consider and report

'what are the subjects without a knowledge of Which no
candidate should be allowed to obtain a qualification
entitling him to be registered? beg to submit the fol-
lowing list of subjects:-1. Anatomy; 2. General
Anatomy: 3. Physiology; 4. Chemistry; 5. Materia
Medica; 6. Practical Pharmacy; 7. Medicine; 8. Sur-
gery; 9. Midwifery; 10. Forensic Medicine. -'

" The Committee in enumerating the subjects a know.
ledge of which should constitute a minimum of the
aoquirements possessed by every registered Medical
Practitioner, desire to add the following explanatory
remarks -

"'Chemistry' should include a knowledge of the prin.
ciples of chemistry, and of those details of the science
'which bear on the study of medicine.

"'Medicine and Suroery' should include a knowledge
of systematic and clinical medicine and surgery, and also
of morbid anatomy."

NORTHERN BRANCH.
TIE annual meeting of the above Branch will be
b,eld in the Library of the Newcastle Infirmar, O
Thursday, June 20th, 1867, at 2 P.x. President fot
1866-67, Sir JoHN Firz, P.R.C.S.; President-eloct fo,
*1867-68, EDWARD CHARLTON, M.D.
Dinner at the Queen's Head Hotel, at 5 P.x.
Gentlemen intending to read papers or cases, Oi

describe pathological specimens, are requested ta
conzmunicate with the Secretary, without delay.

G. H. PRxLIPsoN, M.D., Elon. Sec.
isrweast1eupon-Tyne, June Oth, 1867.

EAST ANGLIAN BRANCH.
Txz annual meeting of the above Branch will b
held at the Town Hall, King's Lynn, on Thursday
June 20th, at 2 P.m. President for 1866.67, T. W
Crose, ESq.; President for 1867-68, J. V. HAWXINS
M.D., King's Lynn.
Member. are invited to attend in accordanoe wit]

the following resolution, which was passed at th
fat anual meeting, held in- Norwich. Moved b:
Dr. Copeman, Norwich, and seconded by Mr. Cadge
WNorwich: "That the next annual meeting of th
East Anglian Branch be held, in combination wit]
the Cabridge and Huntingdon Branch, at Lynx
and that Dr. Hawkins be elected President."
Gentlemen intending to read short papers or cases

or to be present at the diner, are requested to com
mumicate with the President.elect, or the Honorari
Secretaxies, without delay. Dinner tickets, 12s. 6d.

B. CHRVALLIRE, M.D., Ipswich Hon.
J. B. PTrr¶, M.D., Norwich sece.

CAMBRIDGE AND HUNTINGDON BRANCIL
THz annual meeting of the above Branch wijl b
held, in conjunction with the East Anglian Bran*at the Town Hall, King's Lynn, on Thursday, 3u
20th, at 2 P.m.; J. V. HAwxiNs, M.D., King's Ly,
President.
Members intending to read papers or cases a

requested to communicate with the Honorary Secre.
tary at their earliest convenience.

P. W. LATHAX, M.D., Honorary Secretary.
Cambridge, May 28tb, 1867.

LANCASHIRE AND CHESHIRE BRANCH.
THn annual meeting of the above Branch will be
held in Cheater, on Wednesdasy, June 26th, at 2 p.t.;
JoNx HAaxsoit, Esq., President, in the Chair.
Dinner at 4.30 p.m.
Gentlemen intending to read papers or cases, are

requested to forward the titles of the same to the
Honorary Secretary, without delay.

HENR&Y SIxsoro, M.D., Hon. Scretary.

SOUTH MIDLAND BRANCH.
THE annual meeting of the above Branch will be
held at the Northampton Infirmary, on Thursday,
June 27th, at 2 P.x.; IL W. WATKIzx, Esq., Ptrei.
dent, in the Chair.
Gentlemen intending to read papers or ea, sr

requested to communicate with Dr. Bryan, of North.
ampton, one of the Honorary Secretaries, without
delay. 3. M. BurAIN, M.D. HOe.

G. P. GoxnsxITH, Esq. I Ses.

BATH AND BRISTOL BRANCH: ORDINARY
MEETING.

Tsn sixth ordinary meeti of the sesion was held
at the York House, Bath, on Thursday evening.
May 23rd; 3. B. BARTEUX, Esq., President, in the
Chair. There were also present thirty-seven mem.
bers and two visitors.
The minutes of the last meeting were read sad

confirmed.
Noa Ifembers. Mr. Richard Kinneir was proposed

by Mr. C. S. Barter, and seconded by Mr. . S.
Fowler; and Datvers Ward Bush, M.D., w pre.
posed by Dr. Symonds, and seconded by Dr. BeddX;
and will be balloted for at the annual meeting.

Communications. 1. The Recent Outbreak of Cho.
ler at Pill, illustrated by a Map of the Locality.
By R. W. TIBBrrs, M.B. This paper provoked mu
discussion. The paper, together with remarks by
Mr. Davies, medical officer under the Board of Health
for Bristol, will be forwarded for publication.

2. A Report of a Case of Punctured Wound of the
Abdomen. By W. M. CLARKE, Esq.

8. Mr. HINTON narrated a case of Abscess in the
neigbourhood of the Umbilicus, which was opened
by incision, and, after a few days, discharged fcu.
lent matter. The patient survived three months,
and gave way to intemperate habits, which hasted
her eath.

4. Mr. R. S. FOWLEE exhibited the Stomach and
Duodenum of a man who was suddenly taken ill
without any premonitory symptoms, and died in a
few hours. Tfhe anterior wall of the duodenum clos
to the pylorus was found perforated by a circular
ulcer of the size of an ordinary quill pen. The ma
was a very healthy, steady, temperate man, and had
never exhibited any Sig$s of gastric disturbance.

5. Labour terminatig in Expulsion of Hydatid
By E. CnossexA, Esq.
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BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION:
AXNUA.L ME'ETING.

Txm Thirtyflh Annnl Meeting of the British
Medical Association will be held in Dublin on Tues-
day, Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday, the 6th, 7th,
8th, and 9th days of August next.
President-EDwARD WATERs, M.D.Edin.
Prsaident-Elect-WILLVAM SToKxES, M.D., D.C.L.,

Begius Professor of Physic in the U-niversity of
Dublin.
The Address in Medicine will be delivered bT Sir

DOMINIC COIRRIGAN, Bart,, M.D., Phyaician to the
Queen in Ireland.
The Address in Surgery will be delivered by

ROBERT WILLIAM SMITH, M.D., Professor of Surgery
in the University of Dublin.
The special subjects for discussion in Scientific

and State Medicine will be introduced by JOHN
HUIGHEs BENNwETT, M.D., Professor of the Institutes
of Medicine and of Clinical Medicine in the University
of Edinburgh; and H. W. RuMsEY, Esq., of Chelten-
ham, M1lember of the Medical Council.
The businLess of the meeting will be cou4noted

under four sections; viz.:
Section A-Medi&ine. Presidest, Dr. LAW; SeCre-

tary, Dr. W. MoopE.
Section B-Physiology. President, Dr. MACDONALD;

Secretary, Dr. HAYpON.
Section C-Surgery. President, Mlfr. ADAMS; Se-

cretary, Dr. M. COLLIS.
Section D-Midwifery. President, Dr. BEATTY;

Secretary, Dr. KIDD.
Gentlemen desirQus of reading Papers, Cases, or

any other Communications, are requested to give
notice of the same to the Geeneral Secretary at their
earliest convenience.

T. WATKIN WILLIAMS, General Secretary.
13, Newhall Street, Birmingham, Junie 11th, 1867.

4torresprnvicnc.
ENDURANCE OF SUFFERING CONFERRED

BY iELtGIOUS PRINCIPLE.
LETTER FROM FREDERICK J. BROWN, M.D.

SIR,-Fourteen years since, I attended an old man
(aged 78 years) for cancer of the rectum, whose suf-
ferings were the most agonising that I ever witnessed.
The bowel was motionless in consequence of sur-
rounding deposit, and its surface was uloerated.
Faecal matter, on entering the rectum, was moved
upwards by antiperistaltic action, and was rejected
by the mouth (ileus); whilst a small portion would,
at rare intervals, drift through the rectum, and be
discharged per anuo. My patient was a brave old
man-of-war's man, and was endowed with good
mental faculties. The disease proved fatal in eighteen
months from the first indications, but my attend-
anee became continuous in December 1852, and he
died on March 15th, 1858. After several months of
suffering, he hinted at suicide. I pointed out the
duty of man to submit to the -will of God; but I saw
that the mind-of mypatient was becoz4idg unequal

to the strain upon iL One circumstance alone re-
tlraisid his hand at thi period-viz., cousideitis

for his wife, w.ho had been the widow of a suicide;
for he felt it to be a point, of honour to save her from
a second widowhood of like nature. Notwithstand-
ing this circumstance, I noticed that the mental
struggle was becoming daily heavier and more alarm-
ing. At this period a pious layman visited my pa-
tient, and I soon perceived a change of mind. I
never heard a complaint or a murmur, and I never
witnessed a sign of impatience, from this time to the
hour of the old man's death.
What is the explanation? Divines will say that

supernatural strength was imparted. Psycholdgists
will attribute the change to the cogency of one of
the principles of the mind, and will instance the
heroism of Red Indians under torture, and the con-
stancy of martyrs in any cause. In pondering on
this subject, it must be remembered that the power-
ful principles of honour and affection were already in
strong action in a brave man, yet were yielding; and
that, with increasing weakness, another principle
sufficed to enable the man to endure suffering. It
may be responded, that the principle of religion is
stronger than that of honour and that of affection;
or that, in certain individuals and under varying
circumstances, one principle may excel another in
strength. Or it may be said, that the addition of as
third principle, viz., that of religion, to those of
honour and affection, proved sufficient. Be the
mnods operandi what it may, the fact remains, that
religious consolation enables a man to endure suffer-
ing; and I recommend this consideration to my pro-
fessional brethren.

I wish to make one remark further. Should the
instinct of self-preservation fail in the somatic (as
contradistinguished from its psychical) element, no
principle can save a man from suicide. The con-
verse proposition may be inferred'; viz., that prin-
ciple may be efficacious in preventing suicide in
tedium vitne dependent on the psychical element.*

I am, etc., FREDERICK J. BROWN.
Rochester, Kent, May 1807.

PREVENTION OF VENEREAL DISEASE.
LETTER FROM T. HECKSTALL SMITH, Esq.

SIR,-In the very interesting report ofthe IIarveiO=
Society Meeting, in your impression of the 25th inwt.,
it is stated by Mr. Weeden Cooke that the Free Hos-
pital " is inundated with poor diseased women from
the metropolitan workhouses ;" and by Mr. Sedgwick,
that "' in workhouses women with venereal disease
were considered to have forfeited their right to relief,
and sent from pillar to post, infecting right and left."
Can it be possible that these statements axe made

with care as to their accuracy? if o, a most crying
abuse is unmasked, which should be emphatica4y
denounced.

I held the surgeoncy of the hospital attached to
the Bromley Union-house, a suburban union, durinug
a period of sixteen years. Cases of venereal disease
were admitted, aad treated until cured; entered as
such in the weekly returns, and no objection was
ever offered by the Guardians or Poor-law Inspector
to their being treated, and I should have been very
much surprised if any such objection had been raised;

* The nervous and the m,ental forces appear to bear the same
co-relation that exist between electricity and magnetism. This Is
the proper mode of investigating meutal phenomena, whether tlwse
be affinities of matter or affinities of soptitual substance, differing
from matter) nod termed spirit or souL; Durinig orgaic life, the
mind is a psycho-somatic power, and neither element is inde-
pendant; therefore, in the text, 1 do not intend to separate the
elements of self-preservation absolu*Aly, but only comparatively.
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nor do I believe that either the letter or the spirit of
the poor-law admits of such objection. I trust the
attention of the poor-law authorities will be directed
to this matter, and that no time will be lost in de-
clring what the law upon the subjeut really is.

I am, etc., T. HECKSTALL SMITH, F.R.C.S.
St.Mary's Cray, lIent.

*** The treatment of venereal cases in London
workhouses will shortly be placed in what will, it may
be anticipated, be a satisfactory tooting, as special
provision will be made for them. But we should be
lad of information as to the arrangements on this

in prorincial workhouse infirmaries, and espe-
cially those of populous cities and towns.

APoTK3CAJEs' HALL. On June 6th, 1867, tho
following Lioentistes, were admitted:-

Cy, I. IL, Bimingham
Hvard, David, Newport, Pembrokeshire
Richardson, J. A., Hull Infirmory
Saugster, Charles, Lambeth Terrace
Truman, S. J., Nottingham
Webb, John, Hannington, Hants
Willcox, B. L., Wreiam
At them e Court, the following passed the first

ezmination:
Drew, Walter HenT, University College

APPOINTMENTS.
BzLAxT, Edwari, Esq., Demonstrtor of Anatomy at Charing
Cross Hospital, appointed Surgeou to the St. Goorge's and St.James's Dispen .

STArXnRx, Wm., e, appointed Assistant Medlial Officer of the
County sad Borough Lunatic Asylum, Sneinton, Nottingham.

A. COMPLAINT AGAINST AN EXAXINER.
IT has been a matter of conversstion in medical cir.
cles in the metro?olis during the last few weeks, that
an unpleasant circumstance had occurred in con-
nexion with one of the examiners of the Royal Col-
lege of Surgeons. We have not thought it right to
be among those who have referred to the matter
vagu (leaving an imputation upon the examiners

ye), and before the explanation of the exa-
miner in question was offlicially made. The subject,
however, came formally before the Council of the
College of Surgeons on Thursday afternoon, and it is
now so far completed, that we may state the outline
of facts.
A student of St. George's Hospital, under oral eo-

amination by Mr. South on the subject of hernia,
gave answers which were not satisfactory to that
gentleman, and justified his views by referring to his
observation of the practice of the surgeons of hishospital. Mr. South then asked him, how many ope-
rations for hernia he had seen. He said twenty.
He complained that Mr. South roughly denied the
truth of this answer (which was, however, strictly
accurate), and reflectedL upon the practice of the sur.
gons of St. George's. The result was, to prejudicei passing his examination.
The Lecturers on Surgery at St. George's, feeling

that the student should be protected, communicatedwith Mr. South in the subject, but did not receive a
satisfactory reply. Dr. Page, the Dean of the Sohool,
therefore addressed the President and Council of the
College. On Thursday, at the Council, Mr. South
gave explanation to the effect that he understood
the student to say that he had witnessed twent3operations for hernia during his time of dessership,

and that It was of this that he expressed his doubtHe denied having made any imputation against the
practice of the surgeons at St. George's Hospit,
Mr. Kiernan, -who sat at the same table with hi,during the examination, corroborated this stateleulIt is much to be regrettod that Mr. South fell ili
an error, and that he allowed it to lead him into the
course admitted. An injustice was evidently do
to the student, wl'o, it is agreed on all hands, be.
haved with great propriety in the matter. The an.
thorities of St. George's have done well, we thinxi
in at once taking action on this occasion. Student.
are to be examined with proper strictness and .
but every courtesy and consideration should be ex.
tended to young men undergoing the very trying
ordeal of personal examination on a momentous oc.
casion.

THE COUNCIL OF THE COLLEGE OP
SURGEONS.

THEx Council elections for the College of Surgeons are
now closely appaching. It is no part of our bui.
ness to make lists and to prophesy the winning cat.
didates; but there is at least one gentleman whoL,
we think, so strong a claim on the consideration of
all the Fellows, that we should not be justified in
omitting to refer to them. Mr. H. Spencer Smith,
who was a candidate last year in order of seniority,
,withdrew so as not to injure the cause of the
liberal party. From his position as a hospital sur.
geon, as one of the oldest and ablest teachers of mu.
gery in London, and as an accomplished anof
business, he unites every claim which a man can
possess for a scat in the Council of the CoUege of
Surgeons.

THE FRANCHISE OF ST. ANDREW'S.
A CORRESPONDENT writes:-- A general meeting of
the St. Andrew's Medical Graduates' Association is
to be held'next Wednesday. The number of mem.
bers who have already joined must be most gratify.
ing to the originators of the Society as an evidence
not only that union in defence of their rights in
needed, but that it is also possible. One feeling
seems to pervade the graduates wherever situate
deep sense of the injustice proposed to be dealt out
to them; and but one resolve-a determination not
to cease their labour until they have the privileges
of freemen like their fellows. Many members of the
House of Commons have promised active assistance
in the removal of the disfranchising clause, and the
friendn of the Association feel sure that it has only
to continue its work with energy and zeal to accom.
plish its purpose."

FEvER IN THE MAVRITIUs. A private teegram
fromm Mauritius to-day, dated the 18th of Majy, an
nounces that the fever was decreasing.
BEQUEsTs. Miss Mary W. Copp, lately deceased,

has left £300 each to the following institutions: the
Seamen's Hospital Ship Dreadnou&ght; the Chai
Cross, Bromption Consumption, Samaritan Free, n
Cancer Hospitals; the Blenheim Street Dispensary;
the Institution for Nursng Sisters; the Devon and
Exeter Hospital; and the Asylum for Idiots; £,200 to
the Asylum for Cripples; and £100 to the Teign.
mouth Dispeusary. Dr. Lewis Powell has left £100
each to the following institutions: Royal West-
minster Ophthalmic Hospital; St. George's Hospital;
the Westminster Hospital; Queen Charlotte's Lying
in Hospital; and the Brecon Infirmary.
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OPERATION DAYS AT THE HOSPITALS.

ID .... Metropolitan Free, 2 p.m.-St. Mk's. 9 Ax. and

P.Msl.-Royal LAondon Ophthalmic, 11 Aw.

°SPA.. Guy's. It. -ewsestmlnster2 w..-Roya London

nixSDAY-. St. Mary's, 2 '.r.-Mldcllsex, P.x.-UntvrstyCollege, P.m.-London, 2 P.m.-Royal London Oph.
thalmie, 11 A.mi-Sa. Bartholomvew, 130 P.M.-St.
Thomas's, 1.80 pm.

St. George's, P.m.-Central London Ophtbalmie,
P.M.- Great Northern,9 P..-London Surgical

Home, 2 P.. -Royal Orthopedic. 2 P.m.- Royal
London Ophthalmic, 11 A.M.-Hospital for Diseases
of the Throat, 2 p.m.

FMDA? .Westminster Ophthalmic, 1.30 P.x.-Rqyal London
Ophthalmic, 11 A.1.

I. t.Thomas's,9.B0 Am.-St.Bsrtholomewes,1.30 P.M.-
King's Oollege, 11g0 P.m.-Charing Cross, 2 P.M.-

Look, Clinical Dononstration and Operations.1 P.M.-
Free, 1.30 P.K.-oya London Ophthalmic,

11 A,M.

3EETINGS OF SOCIETIES DURING THE

NEXT WEEK.

rTOIDAy. Anthropological Society of London, 8 P.M.

TOCOCIESPONDZNTS,

Jl(smw are reminded that it is a matter of great
convenience and economy to the Association, and
conduces to the elficiency of its working and to
their comfort and advantage, that their subacrip.
tions, which are now due, should be paid promptly
to the Secretary, Mr. T. WATKCIN WILLICAMS, New.

hal Street, Birmingham; or to theSecretaries of
their respective Branches.
Al acd Communications forthe JovNtAL, to be addressed

VWEu EDILTOR, 37, Great Quen St.,LYAcoWslinsF Id, W.C.
AUTHORs OP PPZRJs are respectfully requested to make all neces.
sy lsterations in theircSpy before sendingit to the JOURNAL.
Proofs are furnished to authors,sot for further changes, but that
the writer may correct the priniter when he has misread the
manuscrpL

Cossuwieatios as to the transsion of the JounEAL, should be

to Mr. RICHARDS, 37, Great Queen Strect, W.C.

CoassoxnDz"s, who wish notice to be taken of their communi.
esions, should authenticate them with theirnames-of course,
not nessnarly for publication.

DiL DitrDALE.-At the earliest opportunity.

Y& P. Huui&,.-The length of the paper interferes with its early
insertion.

Is. LzAcuorTr.-The letter has been banded to Mr. Thomas
Richards, 87, Great Queen Street, Linooln's Ina Fields, W.C., to
whom all commnunications respecting the transmission of the
JOURNAL should be addressed.

THE I3ItTISM PHARMACOP(EIA.
SB,-Ao110W me to point out in the pages of the BRITISH MEDICAl
JOURNAL an error of some practical importance, which passed
without notice in the old edition of the British Pharmacopoea, and
which now appears in the now one.

The saceharated carbonate of iron is described as containing
at least 57 per cent. of carbonate of iron, whereas in its purest

form it cannot contain more than from 45 to 48 per cent. This
can be shown upon paper thus:-One molecule of sulphate of iron
can yield no more than one molecule of carbonate; that is, 278

puta of sulphate can only yield 116 parts of carbonate of Iron
these numbers being in accordance with the atomic weights and
fornule of the Pharmacopoeia). If this be so, then two ounces of
sulphate-the quantity ordered-will give no more than almost
eatly five-sixths of an ounce. This, mixed with the one ounce
of refined sugar ordered, will give at beast A mixture of which
1 .O1th parts oontain 5-Bth of carbonate, or of which 100 parts
contain 4545 of carbonate Instead of 57, as stated. Besides this.
however, allowance ought to be made for destructioss of some of
the carbonate by oxidationi. The volumetrio test given in the
Pft sacopxia is calculated oII the supposition of there being
srper cent.of carbonate in the preparation, and is therefore also

nous. 1
a etc.,

June 7th, 187. EQUIVALnTr.

Vani MYSTaazous.
AT the request of the Secretar of the Venereal Commission,
have great pleasure in stating that the early and correct copy

of the Report of the Venereal Commission, with which we were

favoured for publication a fornight since,was not cokmunicated
to us by the Secretary; nor, we may add, by any other member of
the Commission. Like many other public documeits of interest

to the profession, of which we have, during the last six months,
been specially favoured with early and correct copies for pub-

lication, Its transmission Is destined to remain a mystery, over
which our contemporary the Lavscet sighs with a pain in which
we sympathise the more that it is hopeless, and that we ae pre.

eluded by other ties from relieving it.

ARNOCIATIOH REPORTS oNPPJ Bric EALTH.

Si%,-Inlast week's JOURNAL YOU call attention to an excellent
proposal made hy a correspondent, for an annual report upon the
prevalence of diherent kinds of disease In various parts of the

kingdom.
If sUCh report could be obtained in a stisfatory manner,

there can be little doubt that It would be a valuable aid in the
study of the natural history of diseas; but I would point out that
to render it trustworthy for such a purpose it wouldbe necessarythat the scheme shoul receive almost universal support from the
members of the Assoiation, and at least-i, that the returns upowhich it is to be founded should be drawn from the samecll of
persons in each district of the kingdom; 2, that they lhould be
exact numerical records, not mere statements of genrl impres.sbons on the part of medical men; and 8, that the diseas should
allborerorded upon the same plan.

I believe that the only way in which the propositon ca be

carried out, will be by means of the organisatlon, as suggsed by

the Registration of Disease Committee, and already sanctioned by

the Association at the meetings In LAamington and Cheser.This plan, which has been fully carried out in Manchester ana
Salford, and in St. Marylebone, London, for six years, and of

late, also, at Preston and Birmingham, as already been described
in datail in the report of the Committee, read at Chester, and

publisbodin the JOUtRNAL for August 25th, 1866.
ri,efly, it consists in theoollcton of return from all public

medical ltistitutions, workheuses, and Poor-law unions; and it is

recommended that, In order to carry out the scheme, small
ass-

ciatIons should be formed In the difterent districts, which should

bysubscriptions pay suitable person to collect the retuns, and

defray the very moderate expenses incidental to the undertaking.The list of diseaes to be recorded was a short time agosent to
eachi Moember of the Association.

The returns from Manhesbter and Salford, from St. Marylabone.
T.ondon, Preston, andiirmingham,were also publshed forseveral
successive months in the JOURNAL, and they were only discon-
tinuedountil the Committeebad doolded upon the bestmode of
securing uniformity in the registration.I trust that shortly they be recommenced with the new diseas
list, and that other towns and districts may be Induced tojoin in

the undertaking. I am,et., ARTHUR RANSOME,
lion. Se. to the Registration of Disease Committee.

St Peter's Square, May 31st, 1867.

NOTICE TO ADvERTIszIs.-Advertisemients should be
forwarded direct to thePrinting Office, 37, Great
Queen Street, Lincoln's Inn Fields, addressed to
Mr. Richards, not later than Thursday, teno'clock.

UNUIJUALLY RAPrD Acirio OP HEA s'T.
Sns,-Tha Interesting case recorded by Dr. Cotton in your impres-
sion of today's date, reminds me of one very simUar wrhich
occurrOd in my own practice some ten years ago, and of which I
never heard the parallel until now.
In the case which came under my care, the patient was a man

of`30 to 40 years of age, rather slender, and ofmiddle beight anidfair complexion. When I saw him, the action of theheart was so
rapid, that I eould not make out the precise number of beats; but
T roughly estimated that its veloolty was tripled; yet the action,
beyond being noisy and rather violent, was unattended by any
appreciable valvular murnur, fletion-sound, or lrregllarity of
rhythm. His countenancs was pale and anxious, and he had dM-
culty in sleeping; but beyond these facts, 1 could disoover nothing
having any relation to his singular condition. I believe that he
had suffered a similar attack once before In his life, but had other-
wise had fair health. He recovered completely after about ten
days' Illness, and I lost sight of him.

I am unable to suggest any cause for this singular demongemont of the hearts action; was quite at sea at the time In rgrto treatment, and relied chiefly on keeping him quiet, feeding him
carefully, and, after a few experimental medications, letting him
alone.

I think, after reading the report of Dr. Cotton's case, I should
adopt the same line oftreatment, if called upon again to prescrbefor anotber patient in the same prodicament. Probably, the die.
ease ariszein the nervous system.

I amp, ete. JAE8 XEDMUxDS,M.D.
Fitzroy Squr, W., JunoIst, 1867.
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T. L..-We bave not yet received the report of the meeting of the
e Cpwit"ao iess Brab, at which Mr. Holmes's paper was

IL .-We esdeavour to obseve a certain order of priority, sccord.
M da of ,ts d ;be aloalas nW tred but as w

ruital to e ways a eartain proportion of oonmutica-
tion fom pradiioners In the provineos, and as, o the other
and, It o daderble that oah number sbould contain a cerin
variet of subjects tresel so as to intmet various clases of
eioal reador, it isnhcssary to uw discotionary powr. We

heo one main otbjt, to preet to our aders, as a body, the
best posible matter. and to make each number of the JouRnAL
as complete s postible. Subjeot to this, we ar anxious to con
elder the w and isteeon of individual contriutos

Tnz OPrTxALxOaCOPP IN PYsIov,Au' Pt(Arcu
Sa,-I am much gtfied bh the percl of she short article In the
lat nmber of ths JounAL, p. 6S8, In which Mr. Solomou urges
on physians the use of the almosope. some yeas, ago,
Dr. Jorn W. Ogle pointd out the lue of thisIntrument
to the pbysiclan. T have used the ophthalmosop very eten-
sively, and I feel sure that by Its d I bae obined much help
towards a clarer knowlidge of disases, espally of the nervous

otem. It is, ar InA.c, of value In showing tous In a striking
manner how widespread ae the tiauech-an in some cases of
advancd granuar dises of the kid . a obsvaon of
the fundus of the eye, a' experied opthlmoplst will c
asanly prect with confiden and witl corretne the ist-
emoo of adtaued gaular diseas of the kidney. The ophthalmo-
sope also gives us another oint of view, from which to regward
onstItutIonal syphs. By e way, It not unfrequantly correct
such easy Infarences as that "am ocrng In a paient
undoubtedly the subject of aphilitic dseas of the nervous
systm is most likely to be due to deep ohnges of a syphilitic
natureIn the eyes themselves. Asa mer matte of ft
a ar occurring with" sgphUltln epilepsy" is nerly invlarbly
optic neuritiL
If numbor of caes wer the test, the physician Is most inter-
ted in optic narit, and Itasequela, strophy. Foropti neuritis

nearly always forns one of the sptoms of tiat wide disturbanoe
of the nerous systm whh occurs with cerebral tumnur Even
when using the term cerbral tumour In an unusully etended
m8eanin including any sort of" foral body" witiln the craniun.The of o dubaT vr om continued severe hcad.
ach, wth or withiout vomitin, to an acute Illes, at the worst of
hilb the pent may b partly or wholly Insensible, with re-

tsee bely, Irregulr pus, e. In these conditions, and invrious betwen t o that there ar no
means of ascertaining whether the pati ses welt or not. It Is,
however, gnerally eas to scert the condition of the retinsJand optie disc Ittis asolutely neessary to use the opthalmo-
M Vowft0ceas of aute or chronic cerebral disesae as a matter of
The optic neurits is, ft seems most likely, but a fament, for-

tunately a visible fragmant, of a much wider change which a
fohreign body in the nervous system " excitoes.0 rom such a
p of view the varied oonditions of the optic diss ar of the
higet pathologill interest. When the physician uses the oph-thalmosWop in A case of svero cerebral disease, he is not merely
seeking a new symptom, but he Is observing changes in a nrous
organ. A statement of this sort is too wide to be very atiafac-
$0y I wil theefire vnte to indiat a group af cass foreesjpietrsevaee by physicians aud opbthalmologists, vix., " Con-
vulsions, with opUO neuritis, or Its sequels, atrophy," and especiallythose cass in which the onvulsions begin unilaterlly. Inthese cas ther is usuay, nw and then, more or less one-'sded
palay, as well as occasional spasm. Cases of thl sort ocour auft-
oiently often in physician' practice to snableitho who like olassi-ations foMuded on grouping of such smptoms, to hfrm a dl.
mal entity. Yet the case to my thnking are valuable ohley an
showing a convenient point wher may of us may work togetherat the oondition of the brain which pwrmits ooeasloual oovulsion,
or other form of diorder of nevous function,
Thenr are many other disas in which the ophhl"mosgive us Important infomation negative and posiive; vi.,locometor staxy, chors, mzeninglt,cea-ebrl amorrhage. Asa mere

appal, however, this letter is alredy ln enouh, especially as Ihaverectly written on the" ct lenth elsewhr.
I am, etc., HUOHLINGS JACKSON.Bedford Plae, Russell Bquare,June &rd,18B7.

A COXsTANT HiaD15.-The pamphleth i published by Adam and
arles Blak, Edinburh. Price One Shilling

LiorrT WiNs i*N MhDiamLr.
Ssa,-Now that the duty on light wines is so much reduced, we areenabled to presoribe them medliinally to many of our patientswho could not afford suh a luxury before the reduction. Ittherefore becomes necessary that we should be able to torm a

tolerably correot estimate of their medicinal value; so I should
f"l obliged if any of your readers would furnish me with parti.oulars Of A ready means of testing the amount of alcohol and a]aid present In anyspecimen of wine, so as to arive at a tolerablyaccurate resulL This would be a great help to tho ooasionalljalSOlus test of ordinary tasting.

I am, aic., IN VISO VE,ITAS."

MAL JOURZAL [June 15, 18B7.

STAMe.-The number of stamps issued to the pri.-
cipal Lndon weekly newspapers during the year
ending 30th June 1866, wa asi follows :--Bams
MEXDICAL JOURMA, 114,400; W"kly Time, 111,60;
Law nise, 106,000; Punch, 101,600; Atheueum,
84,000; Ltancet, 81,575; Minitng Journal, 76,879;
and Homward Mail, 70,0O0.

Tmm communicadoins of" 8sxo-Grsmatioua", Puojab, will be very
welcome; they should be short, if fnquenh

OLtv OIL I1 CuOur.
r,-! have often ben told of attAs of emcup hnving beon
1udiv shoud bv tM adinistria of a tassontnlli of eiiva

oil *ry hour. If any of our assectla have had experience of
such treatment, and would kiudly eoumunleat it, it would be
cone!rring a boon upon such of us e bar to depat from the
beaten track of emetles, leeches, abmel and antimony, etc. My
infomants of the value of oliv oil have only been or the old
woman type. I am, etc., FAVsrnAx.

Da. MCVz&ox (Coventry) should addrsshis complaint to the
Council of the Medical Society of London, of whlch the gentluean
named is one of the Secretaries.

LAw or Va¢cTceT-Oi,.
Srt,-I have no doubt the deooleoais in thve law on other subjeets,
as well as vaccination, would surprise Mr. Moore, if he knew them,
at the same time r may observe that Mr. toore's statement rela-
tive to his own mode of proceeding, does not in the slightest do-
grem affect tho law on the subject, so that I am compelled to re-
peat that the Superlntendent-Registrr has no authority to
ascertain whether the registrr has done bis duty or not, as the
law stands at presenit.

I am, etc., Ca. PABnOCR.
DBL Join WAns (Hanley).-We entirely coneur in the options
exprssed, and shall tako ocassion agn to refer to the sub eot.

Tax bUers of our Speolel Correspondents in Edinburgh and Belin
are again unavoidably poetposed. Artiles are In type, and will
appear during the month, from 'Dr. Southey, Dr. J. . wayne
Dr. Wade, Potheser Vou Oreefo, Dr. J. Birkbooc Nevins, sk.
We rso compelled to postpone numerous lettes.

PIKVZXTION oF VKNrRzSL Diuwats.
SIz,-As my name Is mentioned in yeur anumb on May i5th last,
would you pemit me to soliclt a place in year iluable perluodl
for the enclosed copy of a letter to Dr. Drysdale.

I am, eta., DAvrn MAcLoucnKew, M.D.,
Member of the Legion of Honour.

36, Bruton Street, Berkeley Squar, June 3rd, 1650?.
Copy ofa Letter to Dr. Drydale.

DZAR S1R,-My attention hs been called to the fourth Reportof the
Harean Seisety, published In the BamaIR 1MEICAL JoUaAL,
May 2th. p. 813.
I observe that my name Is mettioned s havig spoken at that

meetng. Since It wts deemed neceary to reort anything I sid,
I regrt that the most important of what I 1d say, wa omited.
In reply to Mr. Acton's objection to enter Into the inquiry if there
is not a syphilitic virus, you heard me state to him that he, Mr.
Acton, was present, twenty-five yeao go, in Paris, at a public
consultation, when I brought M. Rioord to admit, publicly, that he
did not know one symptoma pathognounonic of a syphilitic virus,
except inoculation, when I pointed out to him that herpes prepu-
tialls, in a state of active totammation, increased lnoculable pus,
and that, therefore, he had not one symptom pathoguomonic oft
eypbilitia virus.

reet that, s Mr. Aeton was preent at the above public
consultation, and as he could not soutrovert my statement to the
Society, that the greatest syphilidographer of the age, Dr. Ricord,
had not, twenty-five yeas sao, nor has he now, one symptom
patbognomonic of a syphilitco virus, it is to be regretted., I may,
that what I statea to the Society, before Mr. Acton, wa ant
reported.

I am, etc., DAvion bacroueRuw
386, Bruton Street, Berkeley Squar,Ju. 3rd, 1867.

DIL hluxPsay SANDWT1.--Few contributors show so mueb cons-
deration. At an early opportunity.

Da LAxotwxz (lristol).-The duty of resignation seerms to us
clear and Incumbent. A similar case occurred some time since
at Guernsey. Dr. Hloskims and other medical offcers then
resigned.

DiB. MsADows.-We very mues regret the delay. The pressure on
our space Is so great, that we shall only be able to use a ver
small number of the blocks kinidly lent. The article has been in
type, waiting for Insertion, upwards of eight weeks. It will be
Inserted before the close of this month.

DnL F.. S. Tosoipsow confers a benefit upon the Association by his
Y efforts to assist in its extension. We hope that he will be present

Iu Dublin at the next annual meeting, where the details of a pro-
position for the purpose miay perhaps be arranged.



Jane 15,1867.) BRITISH ZDICAL JOURNAL. 723

Ttr TKDtA"MEDICAL SERyiCE.
Szn-May I be permitted to correec AU error which appeaed in
your impreeion of the 28th inst., regrdling the 1at general erder
No. 3I0, by the Beongal Government, with reference to the Indian
.edical Service t
The leadlog artle etates that providion has beennmade" so that

the medical officer in charg of a jail or hospital may be properly
and comfortably plaied." A reference to the general order itself
will show that this is a ffistake, and that the " provision" which iis
represented in your columns as having beetn effected, in in fact,
the only one upon wbich the intentions of Government are uude-
fined, and which is still deferred sine die.
The medical offloer of a jail is invariably a civil surgeon, and in

the majority of instances'he is also th administrative officer with
nagisterial powers. The general order states that oharges efjails,
lunatic asylums, et., " weU be ied in the Civil Department," and
Chus the position of civil surgeons in still Under consideration, a
disgreful testmony to the inefficienoy of official warrants. In
1864, Sir Charles Wood, No. 1000, directed this matter to be set-
led u soon as possible. Three years have nearly passd, and a
new general order has appeared, leaving the case untouched. It
hs bee reprosented befure in your olumus, that under existing
circumstances a civil surgeonoy is in most aaes a loss, and that
the retention of the same by medical ulilcers is attributable solely
to their love of their profesion. Is this to be the reasou for pro-
longed injustice, and is it a policy calculated to produce noutent-
ment, and iucreaed efAciency iu the service 2 1 leave the queston
to be answered by others; meanuwhile I would respectfully suggest
to Sir Stafford Northoote, that, if he has honourable and junt in.
tentions towards the Indian medical department, It would be well
for him to issue definite instrucUons, wbich a subordinate govern-
ment ditre not disobey. Offiocrs would then know their real
position and expectations, and would be free, either to retain, or
resign, their civil oharges, anid be released from suspense, while
the Secretary of State for India would have the plesure to see
that his orders from the India Offioe are not stultified by unjustifi-
able delays and opposite opinionls.

I beg to sUbacribe myself,
A MZM]3uz Or A DtoRADED Szrvicr.

May 29th, 1807.

COMMUNICATIONS, LETTERS, ITO., bave been reOived frOm:-
Mlr. Field; M1r. Nunneley, Leeds (with enclosure); Mr. S. E. Belly
(with enclosure); Mr. Edward Garraway; Dr. James AtkLison,
W'Vest Hartlepool (with enclosure); Dr. Thurston, Ashford (with
enclosure); Mr. G. E:. Stanger, Nottingham; Dr. W. L. Winter-
botham, Bridgwater Infirmary; Dr. Wiiliam, Wrexham (with
seclosure); Dr. V. Bazire; Mr. 1. L. Bowles, Folkestone (with
enclosure); Dr. Humphiry Sandwith, Wiliterton (with OanlSure);
Dr. MeVeagh, Coventry (with eIIClosure); Dr. Lanadowne, Bristol
(with enclosure); Dr. R. IDurd, Shrewsbury (with enclosure); The
Sccretary of the Harvelan Society; Dr. W. F. Wade, Birmingbhm
(with enclosure); Dr. J. B. Pitt, Norwich; Dr. G. M. Humphry,
Cambridge; Mr. T. MI. Stone; '.r. B. S. Fowler, Bath (with
enclosure); M1r. J. T. Clover; Dr. Birkbeck Nevins, Liverpool
(with enclosure); Mr. Callender (with enclosure); Dr. Gairdner,
Glasgow; Dr. E. S. Thompson; Dr. Markham; Dr. Sibson; Dr.
George Johnson (with enclosure); Dr. Simpson, Manchester (with
euclosurc); 3Mr. E. Bellamy; Dr. Samelson, Manchester; Jobn V.
Leocft, Redditch; Dr. Drysdale (with enclosure); Dr. Meadows;
Dr. 3Iarcet; Mr. T. Watkin Williams, Birmingham (with en
closure); Dr. Holman, Reigate (with enclosure); Dr. Burnup;
aid Dr. U*. H. Philipson, Neowastleoi-Tynes

BOOKS, &c., RECEIVED.
Photographs of REminent Medical Men of all Countries, with Briei

Analytical Notices of their Works. Edited by Wam. Tinda
Robertson, M.D., M.R.C.P. London: 1867.

Observations on Medical Education. By John Hughes Bennott,
M.D., F.R.S.E. Edlu'ourgh: 1867.

The Elemeants of Natural Philosophy. By Charles lirooke, M.A.,F.R.S. Based on the Treatise of the late Golding Bird, M.A.,
M.D., IF.R.S. London: 18117.

Hospitals, Infirmaries, and Dispensaries. By F. Oppert, M.D,
London: 1867.

Obstetric Aphorisms. By J. G. Swayne, M.D. Fourth edition.
London: 1867.

The Prscribers Companion. IBy A. Meadows, T.D.Lond. SecoMd
edition. London: 1867.

The Sunday Gazette, June 9th.
The Glasgow Weekly Herald, June 6th.
.The Glasgow Herald, June 6th.
North British Daily Mall, May 17th.
South Durham Herald, June 8th.
The Bristol Daily Post, June 7th.
South Durham and Clevedon Mercury, May 25th.
The Friend of India, April 25th.
The Aliahabad Government Gasette.
F.ddowe Shrewsbury Journal, June 5th.

ADVERTISEXNTIS

NOTIOE TO ADVERTISERS,
Advertisementsshoolld be for-

'warded direct to the Printing Odo, $ Great Queen Streot,
Lincoln's Inn F'ields, addressed to Mr. RtaaaDn, not later than
Tlursday, ten o'clock.

Sir James Murray's Pure Fluid
MAGNESIA has been presribed by the Profession dtuing

sixty years as the best remuedy for Acidities, ldigestion Hertburn,
Gravel, and Gout. It averts the dangarous conieretious causd by
the use of Solid Magnesia, or Granular Citrates. His Acidulatd
Lemom Syrup, when mixed with this Fluid, forms a plezasat effer-
vesnng aperient, peculiarly adapted for ladies and children- Sold
by all Chemists, in Bottles, at Is. and go. Cd.
CAUTION.- To guard agafaat spurous tistetiota, Sir Jam

ilfwrc'al name IJ ,affixed to each label.

Diabetes.- Dr. Campl'in's Bran
and Dr. PAVRY'S ALMOND 13I,CUITS, made by E.

BLATCHLIKY, are free from Starch and Sugar, and reomended
by the Profession in sl cases of Diabetes. The Bran at Is. 6d.
the Alnond at 2s. Gd. per lb.; or in boxes, at 5s., 10s., and 20a.
E. BLATCHLEY supplies nearly all the Hospitals in England.

362. Oxford Streetlthree doors from tbe Pantheon).-.Esthed
nrenty.seve yenta

TO ADVERTISXR;ls.
ritish Medical Journal.

Office, 37, GREAT QUEEN STREET, LINCOLN'S INN
FIELDS, LONDON, W.C. PublishIed every Saturday,
The BRITISH MEDICAL JOURnAL, in addition to its external clr.

culation, is transmitted direct from the Office to TuaEr TuousmUD
MuxBeans of the British Medical Association, including the Medical
Officers of most Hospitals and Dispensaries, Medical Offiem of
Health, and of the Army and Navy, and the majority of th leading
mDembers of the profession in England, Scotland, Ireland and Wales,
It is taken in by the LtmnnAnRzs, CLUN38, HOSPITALS, Book-Clubs.
Public Departments, and Colonial Book Sooleties.
As a loading and widely circulated organ of the

Xedical Profession, it offers nsurpau ed advantage to
advertisers of Books, Drugs, Instruments, Philosophcal
Instruments, etc.; for Bituations and Vacancies; a
for General Advertisers.
A Special Departmenits is devoted to the desoriptiou, wr

Fiountis of New inventions in Medicinie, Surgery, Dietetics, and
the Allie Subjects.
According to a recent Parliamentary Return, the number of

Stamps Issued to the principal London Weekly Newspapers during
he year ending 30th Jute 18CC, was as follows:

British Medical Journal............114,400
Weekly Times ..................... 111,600
Law Times ...... . 108,000
Punch . .101,500
Atheneum . .84,000
Lancet... . ................... 81,575
Mtiuiug Journal . .76,879
Homeward Mal.. . T0,000

SCALE OF CHARGES Fon ADYStTISEXSNTS.
Five lines and under .. . C£0 2 C
Each additional line . . 0 () 6
Each ten lines ................. . ,( 4 C
A wholecolum n .1 15 0
A pago ...8*.,, 3 5 0

Wheu a series of insertions of the same advertisement is ordered
a reduction is made on the above scale in the following proportion.

For 6 insetlions, a deduction of 10 per aent.
For 12 oriS ,, ,, so
For 20 ,, ,, 96
For 6 , , so

Advertisements ought to be delivered at the Office on or before
the Thursday preceding publication; and, i nuot paid for at thetime
should be accompanied by a respectable referesce.

PosteOffice Orders should be made payable at the OfieeCof the
Journal, to Mr. TacOYAS EICXAsD5.


