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lecturers on medical jurisprudence was, that they-shoald
give instruction in practical rather than in ultra.scientific
matters. He agreed with Mr. Ramsey as to the im-
portance of forensic medicine: but thought that he had
confounded what was required to merely enable a prae-
titioner to discern a medico-legal case with the knowledge
required to make a profound medical jurist. This was
as great a mistake as to confound the knowledge of sur-
gery sufficient for a general practitioner with that which
would be expected from a consulting surgeon.

Dr. ArjoHN proposed as an amendment, that the list
of subjects be extended by adding botany.

' Sir D, Corriaax seconded the amendment, which was
negatived; and, after some further discussion, the report
was adopted in the following amended form.

: ' REPORT. .

“The Committee appointed to consider and report
¢ what are the subjects without a knowledge of which no
candidate should be allowed to obtain & qualification
entitling him to be registered ” beg to submit the fol.
lowing list of subjects:—1. Anatomy; 2. General
Anatomy : 8. Physiology ; 4. Chemistry ; 5. Materia
Medica ; 6. Practical Pharmacy; 7. Medicine; 8. Sur-
gery ; 9. Midwifery; 10. Forensic Medicine. ‘

“The Committee in enumerating the subjects & know-
ledge of which should conmstitute a minimam of the
acquirements possessed by every registered Medical
Practitioner, desire to add the following explanatory
yemarks :—

“¢Chemistry’ should include a knowledge of the prin.
ciples of chemistry, and of those details of the science
twhich bear on the study of medicine.

_ “¢Medicine and Surgery’ should include a knowledge
of systematic and clinical medicine and surgery, and also
of morbid anatomy.”

* Bssocintion Ftelligence,

NORTHERN BRANCH.

Tar annual meeting of the above Branch will be
held in the Library of the Newcastle Infirmary, on
Thursday, June 20th, 1867, at 2 p.Mm. President for
1866-67, Sir Joun Firx, F.R.C.S. ; President-elect for
1867-68, Epwarp CrarrTON, M.D.
Dinner at the Queen’s Head Hotel, at 5 p.x.
Gentlemen intending to read papers or cases, or
desceribe pa.tholoiiml specimens, are requested to
conrmunicate with the Secretary, without delay.
: @G. H. PrrLiesoN, M.D., Hon. Sec.
Newsastle-upon-Tyne, June 8th, 1867.

EAST ANGLIAN BRANCH.

THE annual meoting of the above Branch will be
held at the Town Hall, King’s Lynn, on Thursday,
June 20th, at 2 p.M. President for 1866-67, T. W.
Crosse, Esq.; President for 1867-68, J. V. Hawkins,
M.D., King’s Lynn.

Members are invited to attend in accordance with
the following resolution, which was ed at the
4ast annual meeting. held in  Norwich. Moved by
Dr. Copeman, Norwich, and seconded by Mr. Cadge,
‘Norwich: «That the next annual meeting of the
East Anglian Branch be held, in combination with
the Cambridge and Huntingdon Branch, at Lynn,
‘and that Dr. Hawkins be elected President.”

Gentlemen intending to read short papers or cases,
or to be present at the dinner, are requested to com-
municate with the President-elect, or the Honorary
Secretaries, without delay. Dinner tickets, 12s. 64.

B. CuEvaLLizr, M.D., Ipswich | Hon.
J. B. Prrt, M.D., Norwich ) Bees.

CAMBRIDGE AND HUNTINGDON BRANCH

Tax annual meeting of the ahove Branch will be
held, in conjunction with the East A.nglmn Branch
at the Town Hall, King’s Lynn, on Thursday, Juy,
20th, at 2 p.u. ; J. V. Hawgins, M.D., King’s Lyny
P ombors int ding to read .
embers inten o read papers or caseg
requested to communicate with the Honorary Se.:e
tary at their earliest convenience.
P. W. Laraaw, M.D., Honorary Secretary,
Cambridge, May 28th, 1867,

LANCASHIRE AND CHESHIRE BRANCH,

Tar annual meeting of the above Branch will b
held in Chester, on Wednesday, June 26th, at 2r.x,;
JorN Harrison, Esq., President, in the Chair,

Dinner at 4.30 p.m.

Gentlemen intending to read papers or cases, are
requested to forward the titles of the same to the
Honorary Secretary, without delay.

Hexey StersoN, M.D., Hon. Secretary.

SOUTH MIDLAND BRANCH.

THE annual meeting of the above Branch will be
held at the Northampton Infirmary, on Thursday,
June 27th, at 2 p.u.; R. W, Warrixs, Esq., Presi.
dent, in the Chair.

Gentlemen intending to read papers or oases, ar
requested to communicate with Dr. Bryan, of North.
ampton, one of the Honorary Secretaries, without
delay. J. M. Beyan, M.D. }HMl.

: G. P. GorpsmiTH, Esq. | Sses,

BATH AND BRISTOL BRANCH: ORDINARY
MEETI

Tue sixth ordinary meeting of the session was held
at the York House, Bath, on Thursday evening,
May 23rd; J. S. Barrrum, Esq., President, in the
Chair. There were also present thirty-seven mem-
bers and two visitors.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and
confirmed.

New Members. Mr. Richard Kinneir was ﬁmgud
by Mr. C. S. Barter, and seconded by Mr. R.
Fowler; and Danvers Ward Bush, M.D., was
posed by Dr. Symonds, and seconded by Dr. Bed:
and will be balloted for at the annual meeting.

Communications., 1. The Recent Outbreak of Cho.
lera at Pill, illustrated by a Map of the Locality.
By R. W. TreBrrs, M.B. This paper provoked mue!
discussion. The paper, together with remarks b
Mr. Davies, medical officer under the Board of Heal
for Bristol, will be forwarded for publication.

2. A Report of a Case of Panctured Wound of the
Abdomen. By W. M. CLARKE, Esq.

8. Mr. HinToN narrated a case of Abscess in the
neighbourhood of the Umbilicus, which was opened
by incision, and, after a few days, discharged feocu-
lent matter. The patient survived three months,
and gave way to intemperate habits, which hastened
her death.

4. Mr. B. S. FowLEr exhibited the Stomach and
Duodenum of a man who was suddenly taken il
without any premonitory symptoms, and died in s
few hours. e anterior wall of the duodenum close
to the pylorus was found perforated by a circular
uleer of the size of an ordinary quill pen. The man
was & very healthy, steady, temperate man, and had
never exhibited any signs of ric disturbance.

6. Labour terminating in Expulsion of Hydatids.
By E. Crossmax, Esq.
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BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION:
ANNUAL MEETING. = . ‘

Tur Thirty-fifth Annual Meeting of the British
Medical Assoéiation will be held in Dublin on Tues-
day, Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday, the 6th, 7th,
8th, and 9th days of August next.

Pregident—EDpwARD Warers, M.D.Edin.

President-Elect—WirLram Sroxsms, M.D., D.C.L.,
Regius Professor of Physic in the University of
Dublin,

The Address in Madicine will be delivered by Sir

Dominic CorrieAN, Bart,, M.D., Physician to the.

Queen in Ireland.

The Address in Surgery will be delivered by
RoBERT WiLLiAm SmiTH, M.D., Professor of Surgery
in the University of Dublin.

The special subjects for discussion in Scientific
and State Mediaine will be.introduced by JouN
HuerEes BenNeTT, M.D., Professor of the Institutes
of Medicine and of Clinical Medicine in the University
of Edinburgh ; and H. W. Rumsey, Esq,, of Chelten-
ham, Momber of the Medical Council. o

The business of the meeting will be conducted:

under four sections ; viz. : .

Section A—Medidine. President, Dr. Liaw ; Secre-
tary, Dr. W. MooxE. )

Section B—Physiology. President, Dr. MACDONALD;
Secretary, Dr. Haypox. i v

Section C—Surgery. President, Mr. ADAMS ; Se-
cretary, Dr, M. CoLLis. '

Section D—Midwifery. President, Dr. BEATTTY;
Secretary, Dr. Kipp.

Gentlemen desirous of reading Papers, Cases, or
any other Communications, are requested to give
notice of the same to the General Secretary at their
earliest convenience. '

T. WATEIN WiLLiAMS, General Secretary.
13, Newhall Street, Birmingham, Juue 11th, 1867.

@orrespondence.

ENDURANCE OF SUFFERING CONFERRED
BY RELIGIOUS PRINCIPLE.

LerTER FROM FREDERICK J. Broww, M.D.

Sir,—Fourteen years since, I attended an old man
ga.ged 78 years) for cancer of the rectum, whose suf-
erin%sowere the most agonising that I ever witnessed.
The bowel was motionless in consequence of sur-
rounding deposit, and its surface was ulcerated.

‘cal matter, on entering the rectum, was moved
upwards by antiperistaltic action, and was rejected
by the mouth (ileus) ; whilst a small portion would,
a.t] rare intervals, drift through the rectum, and be
discharged per anwm. My patient was a brave old
.man-of-war’s man, and was endowed with ~good
mental faculties. The disease proved fatal in eighteen
months from the first indications; but my attend-
ance became continuous in December 1852, and he
died on:March 15th, 1858. After several months of
suffering, he hinted et snicide. I pointed out the
duty of man to submit to the will of God; but I saw
that the mind of my patient was becoming unequal

to the strain upon it. One circumstance alone re-
strained his hand at-this period~—viz., consideration
for his wife, who had been the widow of a suicide;
for he felt it to be a point of honour to save her from
a second widowhood of like nature. Notwithstand-
ing this circumstance, I mnoticed that the mental
struggle was becoming daily heavier and more alarm-
ing. At this period a pious layman visited my pa-
tient, and I soon perceived a change of mind. I
never heard a complaint or & muwrmur, and I never
witnessed a sign of impatience, from this time to the
hour of the old man’s death.

‘What is the explanation? Divines will say that
supernatural strength was imparted. Psychologists
will attribute the change to the cogency of one of
the principles of the mind, and will instance the
heroism of Red Indians under torture, and the con-
stancy of martyrs in any cause. In pondering on
this subject, it must be remembered that the power-
ful principles of honour and affection were already in
strong action in a brave man, yet were yielding ; and
that, with increasing weakness, another principle
sufficed to enable the man to endure suffering. It
may be responded, that the principle of religion is
stronger than that of honour and that of affection;
or that, in certain individuals and under varying
circumstances, one principle may excel another in
strength. Or it may be said, that the addition of a
third principle, viz., that of religiom, to those of
honour and affection, proved sufficient. Be the
modus operandi what it may, the fact remains, that
religious consolation enables a man to endure suffer-
ing; and I recommend this consideration to my pro-
fessional brethren.

I wish to make one remark further. Should the
instinct of self-preservation fail in the somatic (as
contradistinguished from its psychical) element, no
principle can save a man from suicide. The con-
verse proposition may he inferred; viz., that prin-
ciple may be efficacious in preventing suicide in
tedium vitee dependent on the psychical element.*

I am, ete., FrepERICK J. BROWN.
Rochester, Kent, May 1867,

PREVENTION OF VENEREAL DISEASE.
LerTER FrROM T. HECKsTALL SMmITH, EsQ.

S1r,—In the very interesting report of the Harveian
Society Meeting, in your impression of the 25th inst.,
it is stated by Mr. Weeden Cooke that. the Free Hos~
pital «is inundated with poor diseased women from
the metropolitan workhouses ;”” and by Mr. Sedgwick,
that “in workhouses women with venereal disease
were considered to have forfeited their right to relief,
and sent from pillar to post, infecting right and left.”

Can it be possible that these statements are made
with care as to their accuracy? if so, a most crying
abuse is unmasked, which should be emphatically
denounced.

I held the surgeoncy of the hospital attached to
the Bromley Union-house, a suburban union, during
a period of sixteen years. Cases of venereal disease
were admitted, and treated until cured; entered as
such in the weekly returns, and no objection was
ever offered by the Guardians or Poor-law Inspector
to their being treated, and I should have been very
much surprised if any such objection had been raised ;

* The nervous and the mental forces appear to bear the same
co-relation that exist between electricity and magnetism. This is
the proper mode of in’ gating mental ph whether these
be affinities of matter or affinities of spiritual substance, differing
from matter, and termed spirit or soul.  During organioc life, the
mind is a psycho-somatic power, and neither element is inde-
pendent; therefore, in the text, 1 do not intend to separate the
elements of gelf-preservation absoluiely, but only comparatively,




720

BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL.

[June 15, 1867,

nor do I believe that either the letter or the spirit of
the poor-law admits of such objection. I trust the
attention of the poor-law authorities will be directed
to this matter, and that no time will be lost in de-
claring what the law upon the subject really is.
Iam, ete., T. HecksTALL Syrrh, F.R.C.S.
8t.Mary's Cray, Kent.

®,* The treatment of venereal cases in London
workhouses will shortly be placed in what will, it may
be anticipated, be a satisfactory tooting, as special
provision will be made for them. But we should be
ﬁhd of information as to the arrangements on this
ead in provincial workhouse infirmaries, and espe-
cially those of populous cities and towns.

PWledreal Hetos,

APOTHECARIES’ HaLn. On June 6th, 1867, the
following Licentiates were admitted :— -

Clay, G. L., Birmingham

Havard, David, Newport, Pembrokeshire

Richardson, J. A., Hull Infirmary

Sangster, Charles, Lambeth Torrace

Truman, 8. J., Nottingham

‘Webb, John, Hannington, Hants

Willeox, R. L., Warebam

At the same Court, the following passed the first
examination :—
Drew, Walter Henry, University College

APPOINTMENTS.

BeLraxy, Edward, Esq., Demonstrator of Anstomy at Charing
Cross Hospital, appointed Surgeon to the St. George's and St.
James's Dispeusary.

STAxemr, Wm., Esq., appointed Assistant Medical Officer of the
County and Borough Lunatic Asylum, Sueinton, Nottingham.

A COMPLAINT AGAINST AN EXAMINER.

It has been a matter of conversation in medical cir-
cles in the metropolis during the last few weeks, that
an unpleasant circumstance had occurred in con-
nexion with one of the examiners of the Royal Col.
lege of Sur%eons. We have not thought it right to
be amo; hose who have referred to the matter
vaguely (leaving an imputation upon the examiners
gen y), and before the explanation of the exa-
miner in question was officially made. The subject,
however, came formally before the Council of the
College of Surgeons on Thursday afternoon, and it is

now so far completed, that we may state the outline
of fact;

S.

A student of 8t. George’s Hospital, under oral ex-
amination by Mr. South on the subject of hernia,
gave answers which were not satisfactory to that
gentleman, and justified his views by referring to his
observation of the practice of the surgeons of his
hﬁxt&l Mr. South then asked him, how many ope-
rations for hernia he had seen. He said twenty.
He complained that Mr. South roughly denied the
trath of this answer (which was, however, gtrictly
accurate), and reflected upon the practice of the sur-
g;ons of St. George’s. e result was, to prejudice

ﬁ&ssi.ng his examination.

The Lecturers on Surgery at St. George’s, feelin
that the student should be protected, communicuteg
with Mr. South on the subject, but did not receive a
satisfactory reply. Dr. Page, the Dean of the School,
therefore addressed the President and Council of the
College. On Thursday, at the Council, Mr. South

ave exxlanahona to the effect that he understood

e student to say that he had witnessed twenty
operations for hernia during his time of dressership ;

\.\
and that it was of this that he expressed his doub,
He denied baving made any imputation against tp,
gﬁmtice of the surgeons at St. George’s Hospity],

. Kiernan, who sat at the same table with hip
during the examination, corroborated this statement,
It is much to be regretted that Mr. South fell ing,

an error, and that he allowed it to lead him into th,
coursc admitted. An injustice was cvidently -
to the student, who, it is agreed on all hands, b
haved with great propriety in the matter. The ag.
thoritics of St. George’s have done well, we think,
in at once taking action on this occasion. Students
are to be examined with proper strictness and care;
but every courtesy and corsideration should be ez,
tended to young men undergoing the very tryi
ordeal of personal examination on a momentous o.
casion.

THE COUNCIL OF THE COLLEGE OF
SURGEONS.

Taz Council elections for the College of Surgeons are
now closely agprowching. It is no part of our busi.
ness to make lists and to prophesy the winning can.
didates ; but there is at least one gentleman whohas,
we think, so strong a claim on the consideration of
all the Fellows, that we should not be justified in
omitting to refer to them. Mr. H. Spencer Smith,
who was a candidate last year in order of semiority,
withdrew 80 as not to injure the cause of the
liberal party. From his position as a hospital sur.
geon, as one of the oldest and ablest teachers of sur.
ery in London, and as an accomplished man of
usiness, he unites every claim which a man can
goaaese for a seat in the Council of the College of
urgeons.

THE FRANCHISE OF ST. ANDREW’S.

A CORRESPONDENT writes:—“ A general meeting of
the 8St. Andrew’s Medical Graduates’ Association is
to be held’next Wednesday. The number of mem.
bers who have already joined must be most gratify.
ing to the originators of the Society as an evidence
not only that union in defence of their rights is
needed, but that it is also possible. Ome feeling
seems to pervade the graduates wherever situate—a

-deep sense of the injustice proposed to be dealt out

to them; and but one resolve—a determination not
to cease their labour unti! they have the privileges
of freemen like their fellows. Many members of the
House of Commons have promised active assistance
in the removal of the disfranchising clause, and the
friends of the Association feel sure that it kas only
to continue its work with energy and zeal to accom.
plish its purpose.”

FevER IN THE MAURITIUS. A private telegram
from Mauritius to-day, dated the 18th of May, an-
nounces that the fover was decreasing.

Bequests. Miss Mary W. Copp, lately deceased,
has left £300 each to the following institutions: the
Seamen’s Hospital Ship Dreadnought; the Ch"i:ﬁ
Cross, Bromption Consumption, Samaritan Free,
Cancer Hospitals; the Blenheim Street Dispensary;
the Institution for Nursing Sisters; the Devon and
Exeter Hospital ; and the Asylum for Idiots; £200 to
the Asylum for Cripples; and £100 to the Teign-
mouth Dispensary. Dr. Lewis Powell has left £100
each to the following institutions: Royal West-
minster Ophthalmic Hospital ; St. Geor%e’s Hospital ;
the Westminater Hospitsdl ; Queen Charlotte’s Lying-

in Hospital ; and the Brecon Infirmary.
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OPERATION DAYS AT THE HOSPITALS.

vevess- Metropolitan Free, 3 ».M.—8t. Mark’s, 9 a.. and
HoNDAT: 130 Px—Royal London Ophthalmie, 11 oat-
. «ses GUy's, 1§ P.M.—~Westminster,3 ».u.—Royal London
Tosepax Oop th’uhglc, 1lam, !
DAY... St. Mary’s, 2 p.m.—Middlesex, 1 ».M.—Universt
VEDKES COIleg.or.’l r'.u.-—London, 2 r.u.—Royal London 0;\:’-
thalmio, 11 A.n.~—8t. Bartholomew's, 1.30 p.u.—St.
Thomas’s, 1.30 p.x.
DAY.....St. George's, 1 p.u.~—~Contral London Ophthalmie,
T e at.— Grest Northern, 3 P.M.—London Surgios]
Home, 3 ».x.— Royal Ortbo);lndic. 3 r.e.—~ Royal
London Ophthalmie, 11 A.M.~Hospital for Diseaszes
of the Throat, 3 P.u.
AY. o0 eo Wostminster Ophthalmie, 1.30 ».u.~Royal London
P B balmte, 11T
'SATURDAT. s s Bt.Thomas’s,9.30 o.w.—St.Bartholomew’s,1.30 p.u.—
| King’s College, 1°30 r.8.—Charing Cross, 3 P.u.—
| Look, Clinieal Demonstration and Operations,1 ».x.—
k illoysl Free, 1.30 p.u.~Royal London Ophthalmie,
AN,

VeRrY MYSTERIOUS. .
AT the request of the Secretary of the Venereal Commission, we

have great pleasurv in stating that the early and eorrect copy
of the Report of the Venereal Commission, with which we were
favoured for publication a fortnight since, was not communiocated
to us by the Secretary; nor, we may add, by any other member of
the Commission. Like many other publioc doouments of interest
to the profession, of which we have, during the last six months,
been specially favoured with early and correct coples for pub-
lication, its tr ission is destined to in a mystery, over
which our contemporary the Lancet sighs with a pain in which
we sympathise the more that it is hopeless, and that we are pre-
cluded by other ties from relieving it.

AssoCIATION REPORTS ox PusLic HEALTR,

81r,~—In last week's JOURNAL you call attention to an exeellent

proposal made by a correspondent, for an annual report upon the

gevzlenee of different kinds of disease in various parts of the
ngdom,

If such a report conld be obtained in a satisfactory manner,

there can be little doubt that it wonld be s valuable aid in the

study of tha natural hiatory of disease; but I would ‘Foiut out that

MEETINGS OF SOCIETIES DURING THE
NEXT WEEK.

‘lvt!bn. Anthropological Soolety of T.ondon, 8 p.x.

TO CORRESPONDENTS,

MxwsERs are reminded that it is a matter of great
convenience and economy to the Association, and
conduces to the efficiency of its working and to
“their comfort and advantage, that their subscrip-
tions, which are now due, should be paid promptly
to the Becretary, Mr. T. Warkin WiLLiaMs, New-
hall Btreet, Birmingham ; or to the Secretaries of
their respective Branches.

M Letters ard Communications for the JourmMayL, to be addressed
¢o the EpITOR, 87, Great Queen St., Lincoln's Inn Fields, W.C.

AurHoBS oF PAPERS are respectfully requested to make all neces-
sary alterations in their copy before sending it to the JOURNAL.
Proofs are furnished to authors, not for further changes, but that
the writer may correct the printer when he has misread the
manuseript.

Communications as to the transmission of the JoURKAL, should be sent
0 Mr. RICHARDS, 37, Great Queen Street, W.C.

comnoxglnir;. who wish notice to be taken of their communi.
n o o hantd

oul them with their names—of course,
not necessarily for publication.

DB. DRYsDALE.—ALt the earliest opportunity.

M2. P. Harrrr.—The length of the paper interferes with its early
insertion.

MR, LEACROFTr.—The letter has been handed to Mr. Thomas
Richards, 87, Great Queen Street, Lincoln's Inn Fields, W.C., to
whom all communications respecting the tranamission of the
JougNAL should be addressed.

TRE BRITISR PHARMACOPEIA.
8tr,~Allow me to point out in the pages of the BriTisH MEDICAL
JOURNAL an error of some practical importanee, which passed
without notice in the old edition of the British Pharmacopeia, and
which now appears in the new one.

The saccharated carbonate of iron is described as containing
At least 57 per cent. of carbonate of iron, whereas in its purest
form it cannot contain more than from 45 to 46 per cent. This
©an be shown upon paper thus :—One molecule of sulphate of iron
can yield no more than one molecule of carbonate; that is, 278
{unl of sulphate can only yield 11¢ parts of carbonate of iron
these numbers being in accordance with the atomio welghts and
formuli of the Pharmacopeia). If this be so, then two ounees of
sulphate—the quantity ordered—will give no more than almost
8xaotly five-sixtha of an ounce. This, mixed with the one ounce
of refined sugar ordered, will give at best A mixture of which
1 6-6th parts contain 5-Bth of earbonate, or of which 100 parts

543 of carb instead of 57, as stated. Besides this,
howaver, sllowance ought to be made for destruction of some of
the carbonate by oxidation. The volumetric test given in the

copeia is calculated on the supposition of thers being
87 per cent. of earbonate in the preparation, and is therefore also
erroneous. 1 aw, eto.,

June 7th, 1867, EqQuivALENT,

to it trustworthy for such a purpose it would be necessary
that the scheme should receive almost universal support from the

bers of the Association, and at least—1, that the returns upon
whiech it i3 to be founded should be drawn from the same olass of
persons in each district of the kingdom; 2, that they should be
oxact numerical records, not mere statoments of general impres-
sions on the part of medical men ; and 3, that the diseases should
all be recorded upon the same plan.

I belicve that the only way in which the proposition can be
carried out, will be by means of the organisation, as su; by
the Registration of Disease Committee, and already sanctioned by
the A iation at the tings in Leamington and Chester.

This plan, which has been fully earried out in Maunchester and
Salford, and in St Mngebone, London, for six years, and of
late, also, at Preston and Birmingham, has already been deserided
in detail in the report of the Committee, read at Chester, and
published in the JOURNAL for August 25th, 186€.

Driefly, it consists in the oollection of returns from all public
medical institutions, workhouses, and Poor-law unions; and it is
recommended that, in order to carry out the scheme, small asso-
ciations should be formed in the different districts, which should
by subscriptions pay suitable persons to eollect the returns, and
defray the very moderate expenses incidental to the undertaking.

The list of diseases to be recorded was a short time ago sent to
each Member of the Association.

The returns from Manchester and Salford, from St. Marylsbone,
TLondon, Preston, and Birmingham,were aleo published for several
successive months in the JourNarL, and they were only discon-
tinued funtil the Committee had decided upon the best mode of
securing uniformity in the registration.

I trust that shortly they be recommenced with the new disease
list, aud that other towns and districts may be induced to join in
the undertaking. Iam,ete., ARTHUR RANSOME,

Hon, Sec. to the Registration of Disease Committee.

8t. Peter's Square, May 31st, 1867.

NorICE To ADVERTISERS.—Advertisements should be
forwarded direct to the Printing Office, 37, Great
Queen Street, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, addressed to
Mr. Richards, not later than Thursday, ten o’clock.

UNUsuALLY RAPID ACTION OF THE HEART,

81r~The lnt.eresting case recorded by Dr. Cotton in your im&riu-
sion of to-day’'s date, reminds me of one very similar which
ocourred in my own tice some ten years ago, and of which I
never heard the parallel until now.

In the case which came under my care, the patient was & man
of 30 to 40 years of age, rather slender, and of middle height and
fair complexion. When I saw him, the action of the heart was so
rapid, that I could not make out the precise number of beats; bat
T roughly estimated that its velooity was tripled; yet the action,
beyond being noisy and rather violent, was unattended by any
appreciable valvular murmur, frietion-sound, or irregularity of
rhythm. His countenance was pale and anxious, and he had difi.
culty in sleeping ; but beyond these facts, 1 could discover nothing
having any relation to his singular condition. I believe that he
had suffered a similar attack once before in his life, but had other-
wise had fair health, He recovered completely after about ten
days’ illness, and I lost sight of him.

I am unable to suggest any cause for this singular derange-
ment of the heart's action; was quite at sea at the time in ng:.rd
to treatment, and relied chiefly on keoping him quiet, feeding him
:lmmlly, and, after a few experimental medications, letting him

one.

1 think, after reading the report of Dr. Cotton’s case, I should
adopt the same line of treatment, if called upon agsain to preseribe
for another patient in the same predicament. Probably, the dis-
ease arises in the nervous system.

1 am, ets., Jaues Epuuxos, M.D.

Fitzroy Square, W,, June 1st, 1367.
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T. L.—~We bave not yet received the wreport of the meeting of the
Metropulitan Countiss Braneh, al which Mr. Holmes's paper was

H. 8~—We endeavour to observe a certain order of priority, aceord-
wndate of reoe , for communioatisns received; but as ws
tions lﬂt:mhto ] in th ving and the other
mgncﬂonmn e provinces, a8, on the o
hand, it is desirable that each number should contain a certain
wvariety of subjects treated, 8o as to imterest various classes of
medieal read: itis y to use di i 'y power. We
have one main objest, to present to our readers, as & body, the
beat possible matter, and t0 make sach number of the JoURNAL
a8 eomplete upomino. Subject to this, we are anxious to con-
the wishes and interests of individual contributers.

TaE OPHTHALMOSCOPE IX PHYSIOIARS’ PRACTIOR
Si,—I am much fiad by the perusal of the short article in the
last number of this Jouawar, p. in which Mx. Solomon urges
on physicians the use of the oph! oscope. Some years ago,
Dr. John W. Ogle pointed out the great valua of this instrument
to the physician. I have used the ophthalmoscope very exten-
sively, and T feel sure that by ita aid I have obtained much help
towards a clearer knowledge of dissases, aspecially of the nervous
system. It is, for instance, of value in showing ta us in a striking
manner how widespread are the tissue-changes in some cases of
advanced granular disease of the kidnay. an cbservation of
thofnndmoﬂhe:{&ncp i ":&M moseopist will oc-
casfonally predict caonfidence and the exist-
enoe of advanced granular

1] correciness

diseass of the kidney. The ophthalmo-
socope also gives us ancther point of view, from which to regard
constitutional sypbilis. By the way, it not unfrequently corrects
such easy inferences as that “amauroeis”, cocurring in a patient

doud uily t::.llkoll:t b:fdayphnﬁu dl;eno of fthc na{vﬁ:gl
aystem, is mo y to ue to deep changes of a syphilitic
nature in tha eyes themmelves. As & mere maiter of fact,
amauroais g with* syphilitio epilepsy” is nearly invariably
optic neuritis.

If number of cases were the test, the physician is moat inter-
ested in optic neuritis, and itz sequ utrophi. For optic neuritis
nearly always forms one of the symptoms of that wide disturbance
of the nervous systam which occurs with cerebral tumours. Even
when using the term cersbral t ded

n an ually ext
meaning, including any sort of* fo body” within the oranium.
The signs of such disturbancs vary from continued severe head.

ache, with or without vomiting, to an acute illness, at the worst of
which the rtuant may be partly or wholly insensible, with re-

trasted belly, irregular pulse, etoc. In these conditions, snd in
various me‘lbot'un t{em, it often happens that there are no
means of Ini hether the patient sees well or nat. It is,

5 easy to rtain the condition of the reting
and optie ﬁu«.j{t 1s absolutely necessary to use the ophthalmo-
in caxes of acuta or chronic cerebral diseass as a matter of
The opiic neuritis is, it seams most likely, but s fragment, for-
tanately a visible fragment, of a much wider change which a
“ foreign body” in the nervous system “ excites.® From such a
g'oint of view the varied conditions of the optio dises are of the
ghest pathological interest. When dudrhyutciau uses the oph-
thalmoscope in & case of severs cerebral disease, he is not merely
seeking a new symptom, but he is observing shan
organ. A statement of this sort is too wide to be very satisfac-
tory. I will therefore venture to indieate a group of cases for
conjoiut researsh by physicians aud ophthalmol ts, vix., “ Con-
vulsions, with optic neuritis, or its sequels, atrophy,” and especi-
ally thoss cases in which the eonvulsions begin unilaterally. In
{howe cates there is usually, new and then, more or less one-sided
palsy, as well as ocoasional spasm. Cases of this sort oscur suffi-
clently often in physicians’ practice to enable those who like olassi-
fications, founded on groupings of such symptoms, to form a olini-
cal entity. Yet the cases to my thinking are valuable chiefly as
showing a convenient point whers mauy of us may work together
at the condition of the brain whieh parmits oceasionsl sonvulsion,
or other forms of disorder of nervous function,
There are many other diseases in which the ophthal

8 in a nervous

STaurs.—The number of stamps issued to the prin-
cipal London weekly newspapers during the year
ending 30th June 1866, was as follows :—BriTISH
MzDI10AL JOURNAL, 114,400 ; Weekly Tines, 111,600;
Law Times, 108,000; Punch, 101,600; Athencum,
84,000; Lancet, 81,576; Mining Journal, 76,879;
and Homeward Mail, 70,000.

TaE communications of “ Saxo-Grammatious”, Punjab, will be very
welcome; they should be short, if frequent.

OLive O1r In CrovP.

Srmn,—~T Dave often been told of atimels of eroup having been
speedily subdued by the administration of a teaspoonful of olive
oil every hour. If auy of our associates have had experience of
such treatment, and would kindly communieate it, it would be
conferring & boon upon such of us as fear to depart from the
beaten track of emetics, loeches, calomel and antimony, ets. My
informants of the value of olive ail have only been of the old
woman type. I am, ete., FAVERSHAN,

Dr. McVeAGR (Coventrg) should address his oomgnint to the
Coundil of the Medical Boolety of London, of which the gentleman
named is one of the Secretaries.

LAw 0F VACCTNATION,

S1r,—I have no doubt the defloiencies in the law on other subjeets,
a8 well a8 vaccination, would surprise Mr. Moore, if he knew them,
at the same time I may observe that Nr. Moore's statement rela-
tive to his own mode of proceeding, does not in the slighteat de-
gree affect the law on the subject, so that I am compelled to re-
peat that the S8uperintendent-Registrar hss no authority to

ascertain whether the registrar has done his duty or not, as the

law stands at present.
I am, eto., CH. PAROCH.
DB. Jorx Wapes (Hanley).—We entirely coneur in the opinions
, and shall take ooeasion agaln to refer to the subject.

TaE letters of our Spesial Correspendents in Rdinburgh and Berlin
are again unavoidably postponed. Artieles are in type, and will
glpou during the month, from Dr. Southey, Dr. J. G. Bwayne,

. Wade, Professor Von Graefo, Dr. J. Birkbeck Navins, ete.
‘Wa are also compelled t !

poaLp

PREVENTION OF VENEREAL DISEASES,
81x,~As my name is meutioned in {tur number on May 35th lest,
would you permit me to solicit a place in your valuable periadical
for the enclosed copy of a letter to Dr. Drysdale.
I am, eto., Davip MACLOUGHLIN, M.D.,
Member of the Legion of Honour.
36, Bruton Street, Berksley Square, June 3rd, 1667.
Copy of a Letter to Dr. Drysdale.
DAR SIr,—My attention has been called to the fourth Raport of the
Harvelan Sosiety, published in the Bririsu MEDIOAL JOURNAL,
May 25th, p. 613, .

I observe that my name is mentioned as having spoken at that
meeting. 8inca it was d d Y t0 t anything N
I regret that the most important of what I did say, was omitted.
In reply to Mr, Acton's objection to enter into the inquiry if there
is mot a syphilitic virus, you heard me state to him that ke, Mr.
Acton, was present, twenty-five years ago, in Paris, at a public
consultation, when I brought M. Ricord to admit, publicly, that he
did not know one symptom pathognomonic of a lyghil‘u.io virus,
except inoculation, when I pointed out to him that er;]ns prepu-
tialis, in & state of active inflammation, l{:crened inooulable pus,

and that, therofore, he had not one symp pathogn of &
hilitie virua.

regret that, as Mr. Aecton was present at the above public

consultation, and as he could not t my t to the

Soclety, that the greatest sspbllidognghet' ;.futhe age, Dr. Rleord,
h.(%_ not, twenty-five years ago, nor bas he now, one symptom

gives us important information, nagative and positive; viz., loco-

:;'p‘dw maver this letter lll::;h run)l hmnon-h A:u“ m“;
) this y long enoug eci as

have r‘mﬂy written on the suhject at length olu;r::;n. 7

am, ote., HUGHLINGS JACKSON,
Bodford Place, Rusasl] Bquare, June 8rd, 1867.

A CORSTANT READER.—The hlet is published by Adam and
Charles Black, Edinburgh. pl":go One S:ming. Y *

LiaAT WINES IN MEDICINE.

Si»,~—Now that the duty on light wines is s0o much reduced, we are
enabled to prescribe them medicinally to many of our patients
who ocould not afford sueh a luxury before the reduction. It
therafore becomes necessary that we should be eble to form a
tolerably correot estimate of their medicinal value; so I should
1eal obliged if any of your readers would furnish me with parti-
oulars of a ready means of testing the amount of alcohol and of
:id Presen t il't'. n¥h, i on g! wine, 80 .l:elm nrrlv: ara toleralﬂy

curate resu is wou e & great t0 the oocasiona.
fallacious test of ordinari tasting. g P y
am, etc.,

“IN VIxo VERITAS.”

p 8! of a syphiliue virus, it is to be regretted, I may,
that w“l:ln I stated to the Society, before My, Acton, was mot
reported.

P 1 am, ete., David MACLOUGHLIX,

86, Bruton Street, Berkelsy Squars, June 3rd, 1§67,

Da. Houpnry SANDWITH.—Few contributors show so much consi-
deration. At an early opportunity.

Dr. LaxspowNe (Bristol).—The duty of resignation seems to us
clear and incumbent. A similar case occurred some time since

at Guegsey. Dr. Hoskins and other medical otBcers then
gne:

DR. MEADOWS.—We very mueh regret the delay. The pressure on
our space is so great, that we shall only be able to use a very
small number of the blocks kindly lent. The article has been in
type, waiting for insertion, upwards of eight weeks. It will be
inserted before the close of this month,

DR. E. S. THoMPsoN confers & benefit upon the Association by his
efforts to assist in its extension. We hope that he will be present
fu Dublin at the next annual meeting, where the details of a pro-
position for the purpose may perhaps be arranged.
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b Tn‘tmull\[nwu SERVICE. hioh ;
Sta,~2Ala e permits 10 correct an error w appeared in
{‘onr imyprouion of the 25th inst., regarding the last gegon.l order
0. t fi
M

. 370, by the Bengal Gov , with r 10 the Indian
edical Service ?

The leading article states that provision has been made * so that
the medioal officer in charge of a jail or hospital may be properly
and comfortably placed.” ~ A reference to the general order itself
will show that this is & mistake, and that the * provision” which is
represented in your columuns as having been effocted, is in fact,
the only one upon which the intentions of Government are uude-
fined, and which is still deferred sine die.

The medioal offiser of & jail is invariably a civil surgeon, and in
the mujority of instances'he is also the administrative ocer with
snagisterial powers. The general order states that charges ~fjails,
Iunatic asylums, eto., “ will be fired in the Civil Department,” and
¢hus the position of civil surgeons is #till under consideration, a
disgraceful testimony to the inefficiency of official warrants, In
1864, 8ir Charles Wood, No. 1060, directed this matter to be set-
¢led ns soon as possible. Three years have nearly passed, and a
fnew general order has appeared, leaving the case untouched. It
bas been represeated bafure in your columns, that under existing

i ances a civil surg: is in most cases a loss, and that
the retention of the same by medical ufficers is attributable solely
to their love of their })rofcuiou. Is this to be the reason for pro-
longed injustice, and is it & policy calculated to produce contente
meat, and jucreased efficiency iu the service? I leave the questl

ADVERTISEMENTS.
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Advertisements should be for-

warded direct to the Printing Office, 37, Great Queen Street,
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Sir James Murray’s Pure Fluid

MAGNESIA has been prescribed by the Profession during
sixty years as the best remedy for Acidities, Indigestion, Heartburn,
Gravel, and Gout. It averts the dangerous concretions caused b;
the use of Solid Magnesia, or Granular Citrates. His Acidulate
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to be answered by others ; meanwhile I would respectfully suggest
to Sir Stafford Northeote, that, if he has honourable and just in-
tentions towards the Indian mediocal department, it would be well
for him to issue definite instructions, which a subordinate govern-
ment dare not disobey. Officers would then know their real

. position and expectations, and would be free, either to retain, or
resign, their civil charges, and be released from susp while
the Secretary of State for India would have the pleasure to see
that his orders from the India Office are not stultified by unjustifi
able delnln and opposite opinions.
beg to subscribe myself,

A MEMDER OF A DEGRADED SERVICE.

May 20th, 1867,

COMMUNICATIONS, LETTERS, 2T0., have been received from i=-
Mr. Field; Mr, Nunneley, Leeds (with enclosure) ; Mr. S. E, Solly
(with enclosure); Mr. Edward Garraway; Dr. James Atkinson,
West Hartlepool (with enclosure); Dr. Thurston, Ashford (with
enclosure); Mr. G, I, Stanger, Nottingham ; Dr. W. L. Winter-
botham, Bridgwater Infirmary; Dr, Williams, Wrexham (with
euclosurc); Dr. V. Bazire; Mr. R. L. Bowles, Folkestone (with
enclosure) ; Dr. Humphry Sandwith, Winterton (with enclosure) ;
Dr. MeVeagh, Coventry (with eucl e); Dr. 1 ne, Bristol
{with enclosure); Dr. E. Durd, Sh y (with \! ); The
Sccretary of the Harvelan Soolety; Dr. W. F. Wade, Birmingham
(with enclosure) ; Dr.J. B, Pitt, Norwich; Dr. G. M. Humphry,
Cambridge ; Mr. T. M. Stone; Mr. R. S. Fowler, Bath (with
enclosure); Mr. J. T. Clover; Dr. Birkbeck Nevins, Liverpool
(with enclosure); Mr. Callender (with enclosure); Dr. Gairdner,
Glasgow; Dr. E. 8. Thompson; Dr. Markham ; Dr. Sibson; Dr.
George Joh (with enol ); Dr. Simpson, Manchester (with
euclosurc); Mr. E. Bellamy ; Dr, Samelson, Manchester ; John W,
J.encroft, Redditeh ; Dr, Drysdale (with e); Dr. Mead H
Dr. Marcet; Mr. T. Watkin Williams, Birmingham (with en-
closure); Dr. Holman, Reigate (with enclosurc); Dr. Burnup;
and Dr. d. H. Philipson, Newoastle-on-Tyne,
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Observations on Medical Education. By John Hughes Benneétt,
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The Elements of Natural Philosophy. By Charles Brooke, M.A,,
Based on the Treatise of the late Golding Bird, M.A.,

.D., F.R.8. London: 180%.
Hospitals, Iufirmaries, and Dispensaries. By F. Oppert, M.D.
Obstetric Aphorisms, By J. G. Swayne, M.D. Fourth edition.

o .
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edition, London: 1867.
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North British Daily Mail, May 17th,
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The Bristol Daily Post, June ?th.

South Durham and Clevedon Mercury, May 25th.
The Friend of India, April 25th,

The Allahabad Government Gazette.

F.ddowes’ Shrewsbury Journs), June 5th.
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twenty-seven years.
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