
MAY 4, 1935] CORRESPONDENCE [TMEA JIA 953I ME~~~~~~~~~~~~~~DICALJURNA 95

presence of some faulty adaptation t'o life, which, if not
remedied, makes the prospect of a healthy old age prob-
lematical. Apart from senile insanity, the more frequent
condition of senility is a condition to be avoided as far as
possible, spelling as it does not only unhappiness for the
patient herself, but also for those with whom she comes
in contact: Rutherford, in fact, maintains that senility is
the -greatest insanity-producing period of life. However
thi§ may be, even in the lesser forms of mental difficulty
in old age a vicious circle tends to be established.
On every count, therefore, the physician should utilize

here as always the method of treatment which best affords
help. Where endocrine therapy is indicated this should,
of course, be instituted. But endocrine therapy does not
necessarily contraindicate psychotherapy, either coincident-
ally-when the two may have important adjuvant action
-or later. In some cases psychotherapy alone is required.
I refer to those cases in which the psychological factor is
the precipitating as well as the underlying cause at work:
those patients, in short, who exemplify the fact that the
presence of a physical abnormality does not necessarily
mean that the symptoms complained of are due to this
abnormality. Moreover, there are definite psychological
reasons why the climacteric favours the onset of mental
imbalance. Women who regard the menopause as a time
of illness-and they are not infrequent-tend to approach
this period of-life with fear, a state of mind not conducive
to health, if it does not actually precipitate a mental
breakdown. These being the facts, I am puzzled that
Dr. Bellamy should think that psychotherapy ought to
play no part in the treatment of some cases of mental
disturbance at the menopause. It affords help in mental
illness occurring at other times of life. Why, then, should
it not do so at the climacteric?-I am, etc.,
London, W.l, April 22nd. HILDA WEBER, M.D.

Major Hysteria
SIR,-In an article under the above heading, by Dr.

WV. Ritchie Russell (Jouirnal. April 27th, p. 872), a
symptom is omitted which I have founid fairly constant
in female subjects suffering from that malady-namely,
the difference of temperature in the axillae, a puzzling
feature, and one for which I have never come across a
satisfying explanation. In the right axilla (chiefly) the
temperature may range from 100° to 1040 F., while in
the left axilla it is normal. If the former only is taken
the error of diagnosing the condition as one of influenza
is easily made, especially if-as fre4uently happens-no
other marked objective sign is featured.-I am, etc.,

Alloa, April 27th. D. M. MACDONALD.

Sterilization of Women: The Legal Position
SIR,-I am delighted to have Mr. Binney's assurance

that he is not suffering from any confusion of thought.
It is, of course, no fault of his that the legal position of
sterilization must now appear to the remainders of your
readers as something like a ball of wool which, has been
played with by a kitten.
May I recall that my original contention had nothing to

do with the law of larceny or the ethics of sterilization,
but dealt solely with the practical position of surgeons and
patients at the present day? It is not, I think, in dispute
that a surgeon is entitled to perform on any patient, with
his or her consent, any operation for which there is a validI
medical reason. In the present state of scientific opinion
sterilization on well-established " eugenic " grounds wouldi
seem to fall clearly within this pririciple. In support of
this contention I have appealed to the present practice of
the courts in regard to other non-essential operations, such
as cosmetic operations, and, further, to the notorious fact

that " eugenic operations " are frequently performed with
complete impunity to all concerned. The only final
arbiter in the dispute would be a higher court, and. in
the absence of an indication that any form of prosecution
would follow operations -for eugenic sterilization a final
decision in the near future seems unlikely. The position
may iairly be called a " stalemate."-I am, etc.,
London, \pril 29th. LETITIA FAIRFIELD.
*** This correspondence is now closed.-ED. B.M.J.

Anaesthesia for Throat Operations on Children
SIR,-After quoting the authority of the Council of the

Association of Anaesthetists of Great Britain and Ireland,
the late Chief Medical Officer of the Board of Education
goes on to state in his annual-report for 1933:
"In the circumstances it is the bounden duty of every

schoolmIedical officer to review the arrangements under which
his authority makes provision for the performance of opera-
tions for the removal of tonsils and adenoids. If it then
appears that chloroform or chloroform mixtures are employed
as a routine measure, and not merely for exceptional cases,
he should endeavour to arrange that the practice be dis-
continued. If a satisfactory arrangement cannot in this way,
be secured, it will be for the authority to consider the makinig
of entirely new arrangements."

Admitted that a satisfactory dissection tonsillectomy
cannot be done under a " one-shot" anaesthetic and
therefore some continuous administration is required, it
will be generally agreed that ether administered by a tube
or by Boyle's gag is quite satisfactory. It remains, then,
to decide on the induction anaesthetic. In this routine
work economy of time, money, and effort should be con-
sidered. Provided the anaesthetist is skilled in the
administration of chloroform it easily comes first, but
unless the skill is forthcoming probably any other induction
is safer. I should' like to suggest that where a skilled
anaesthetist is employed the question should be left to
the anaesthetist and the surgeon, as is usually the case.
-I am, etc.,

- eF. HERBERT WALLACE, F.R.C.S.Ed.
Uppingham, April 20th.

Universities and Colleges
UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE

The General Board gives notice that the composition fee for
all medical students anid for other students reading for the
Natural Sciences Tripos, Part I or Part II, or for the Pre-
liminary Examination in Natural Science, will be as follows:
For undergraduates in their first, second, or third year, an
annual composition fee of £45, payable in three equal
terminal instalments of £ 15; for students in their fourth
year, a terminal fee of £8.

UNIVERSITY OF LONDON
LONDON HOSPITAL MEDICAL COLLEGE

The first opeIn entrance scholarship, of the value of £100,
offered for the session 1935-6, has been awarded to Mr. F. C.
Courtice of New College, Oxford.

LONDON SCHOOL OF I-HYGIENE AND TROPICAL MEDICINE
The 1935-6 course of study, which qualifies students to sit

for the University of London Diploma in Public Health,
covers a period of nine calendar months' whole-time work,
beginning on September 30th, 1935. The fee (54 guineas)
covers the cost of the ordinary lectures and demonstrations,
visits to centres of public health interest, the necessary
practical work- with the medical officer of health, and instruc-
tion in infeztiouF diseases. One place w,ill be allotted
without fees, after open competition on June 27th and 28th,
the successful candidate being awarded the Fishmongers'
Company studentship. Applications to compete for this-
studentship must be sent to the secretary by June 15th.
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Inquiries in regard to this course, or the courses of study
in bacteriology, epidemiology and vital statistics, industrial
psychology, tropical medicine and hygiene, etc., should be
addressed to the secretary, London School of Hygiene and
Tropical Medicine, Keppel Street, Gower Street, W.C.1.
DIPLOMA IN PSYCHOLOGICAL MEDICINE.-With Special Knowledge

of Psychiatbil: D. Prentice. Witll Special Knowledge of Mental
Deficiency: D. S. Clark.

UNIVERSITY OF DUBLIN
TRINITY COLLEGE, SCHOOL OF PHYSIC

Professor Joseph Barcroft, C.B.E., F.R.S., University of
Cambridlge, has been appointed the Dr. John Mallet Purser
Lecturer in Trinity College, Dublin, for 1935. He will
deliver the lectures on June 25th and 26th, and his subjects
will be "The Mammal Before and After Birth" and

Chemical Conditions of Mental Development." The lectures
will be given in the Department of Physiology at 5 p.m., and
will be open to all medical men and medicalstudents.

SOCIETY OF APOTHECARIES OF LONDON
The following candidates have passed in the subjects indi-
cated:

SURGERY.-M. Belo-Zercovsky, A. E. Hassan, K. P. Pauli,
J. Richter, L. E. Sealy, H. M. R. Waddell.
MEDICINE.-J. H. Bentley, F. W. Treadwell, J. F. L. Walley,

W. C. WVinterbottom, J. L. Wredden.
FORENSIC MEDICINE.-J. H. Bentley, F. H. Holder, R. G. Joyce,

N. 0. Lucas, K. P. Pauli, A. Ponder, J. F. L. Walley, J. L.
Wredden.
M[DWIFERY.-B. MI. Jensen, P. D. Lynch, G. M. Williams.
The diploma of the Society has been granted to M. Belo-

Zercovsky, J. H. Bentley, A. E. Hassan, J. Richter, L. F. L.
Walley, and WV. C. Winterbottom.

ROYAL COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS OF LONDON

A comitia of the Royal College of Physicians was held on

April 25th, with the President, Lord Dawson of Penn, in the

chair.

Fellowship
The following were elected Fellows of the College:

Sir Robei-t Aluir, M.D.Ed. (Glasgow); Jonathan Campbell
MIeakins, M.D.McGill (Quebec); Hazel Haward Chodak Gregory,
M.D.Lond.; Alfred Douglas Bigland, M.D.Liverp. (Liverpool) -
Hugh Hadfield Carleton, M.D.Oxf. (Bristol); Reginald Hugh

Simpson, M.D.Lond.; John Heatley-Spencer, O.B.E., M.D.Lond.,
Colonel A.M.S.; Stuart Jasper Cowell, M.B.Camb.; Christopher
Howard Andrewes, M.D.Lond. George Reid McRobert, M.D.
Aberd., Mlajor IM S. (Madms) Alexander Cawadias, O.B.E.,
M.D.Paris; Philip Cyril Powter Cloake, M.D.Lond. (Birmingham),
Keith Douglas Fairley, M.D.Melb. (AMelbourne) John Norman
Cruickshank, M.C., M.D.Glas. (Glasgov) David Clark Muir,
M.D.Lond. (Hull) Robert Platt, M.D.Sheff. (Sheffield) .John
Brander, M.D Ed.; William Fielding Addey, i\I.D.Lond. (Ipswich);
Reginald Thomas Brain, M.D.Lond. Sir WVeldon Dalrymple-
Champneys, Bt., MI.D.Oxf.; James Maxwell, M.D.Lond.; William
Moses Feldnaii. M.D.Lond.; -Alexander Macdougall Cooke, M.D.
Oxf. (Oxford); Edward Rowan Boland; John Alexander Charles,
M.D.Durh. (Newcastle-on-Tyne) William Evans, M.D.Lond. -
Thomas Cecil Hunt, M.D.Oxf.; Henry Yellowlees, O.B.E., TM.D.
Glas.; Robert Alexander McCance, M.D.Camb.

Memizbership
The following were admitted members of the College:

Francis Rav Bettley, M.B.Lond., L.R.C.P. ; Cyril Robert Birnie
M.B.Lond., L.R.C.P.; Simon Redvers Bray, M.B.\Ielb.; Anthony
Caplan, MI.B.Lond., L.R.C.P.; Olive Mary Capper-Johnson,
M.B.Oxf. ;Mohammed Fathi El-Seifi, M.B.Cairo; Ernest Hvxvel
Evans, M.B.Wales; Philip Rainsford Evans, M\.B.Manch., L.R.C.P.-
Gordon Wilkinson Goodhart, M.D.Camb. ; George Bruce Hall, M.B.
Sydney; Howard Bluntisham Hodson, M.D.Lond., L.R.C.P. * John
Macdonald Holmes, M.B.Leeds, L.R.C.P. ; Terence Graham
Fauilkner Hudson, M.B.Lond., L.R.C.P. ; George Norman Myers,
M.D.Durh.; Bernard Clive Nicholson, M.B.Camh. Ronald
Sherington Ogborn, M\.B.Lond., L.R.C P.; John Hammond Palmer,
M.D.McGill; Denis Adrian Pritchard, M\.B.Svdney, Surgeon Com-
mander R.A.N. ; Edward George Savers, M..B.NeNv Zealand; Eric
Frank Scowen, M.D.Lond., L.R.C.P.; Joel Nathan Stratuss,
M.B.Manch., L.R.C.P., Edward James Starbuck Woolley, M.B.
Lond., L.R.C.P.

Licences
Licences to practise. were granted to the following candi-

dates:

B. Agranat, I. J. Amorin, A. W. H. Ashbery, A. C. Ashton, E. C.
Atkinson, L. J. Bacon, P. N. Bardhan A. J. E. Barlow, A. H.

Barwell, S. M. Basu, P.W. G. Baxter, T. L. S. Baynes, B. P.
Bhattacharjya, Beatrice A., Blake, P. I. Boyd, T. McM. Boyle,
Kathleen G. Britnelow, A. S. Bullough, W. P. Cargill, R. S.
Carpenter, J. N. Cave, A. E. Cohen, J. L. Collis, W. T. Cooke,
J. S. Cookson, R.W. Cope, L. McL. Curtiss, J. V. Dacie, G. C.
Dansey-Browning, R. B. Davis, A. R. 0. Denton,G. W. N. Dunn,
E. H. Evans, W. E. F. Evans, Barbara J. Fisk, Margaret
FitzHerbert, Evelyn J. Forgan, Sheila M. Franklin, A. H. T. F.
Fullerton, L. R. Gardner, E. Gareh, R. J. Gilpin, S. Ginsberg,
C. Hardwick, A. Harris, J. R.G. Harris, A. J. Helfet, A. T. Hunt,
NI. Hynes, F. J. G. Jefferiss, A. E. Jowett, R. Kauntze, E. L.
Kirstein, A. M. Lasnick, D. C. Lavender, J.H. Lawrence, H. T.
Laycock, V. Lewis, J. J. Lichterman, H. S. Lillie, P. S. Luffman,
L. N. G. Lytton, A. B. Marshall, Bertha Alarston, F. R. R. Martin,
R. L. Miehra, A. G. H. Meozies, L. Millward, W. T. M. Moar,
1R. L. Moodv, S. H. Navidi, J. G. Nel, D. A. O'Reilly, J. F.
Paterson, J. B. Phillips, E. E. Pochin, G. Pollack, P. Ramchander,
13. Reeves, J. Revans, J. Robyns-Jones, J. R. Rose, H. H.
Samson, C. W. A. Searle, A. Shapiro, H. S. Sharp, B. J. Shaw,
,R. A. Shove, P. N. Shutte, A. H. M. Siddons, G. R. Taylor,
J. W. Todd, MIary R. Thompson, W. F. Viret, A. A. Wailer,
r. J. WValters, F. G. WVard, P. J. Wenger-Byrne, Catherine M.
Whitestone, S. R. F.Whittaker, A. G. M. WVilson, E. B. Woodhouse,
N. R. Wyndham.

Diplomas
Diplomas in Tropical Medicine and Hygiene were granted,

jointly with the Royal College of Surgeons, to the following
candidates.
D. S. Abeyagunawardene, J. C. Anders, G. F. Bartholomeusz,

SS. M. Basu, G. B. Beckner, F. Bell, Shu-Ying Chao, L. S. L.
de la Harpe, G. A. Dragatsi, F. W. Farrar, I. J. Fernando,
K. MI. Fozdar, F. N. Grannum, T. I. Ibrahim, A. Lucas, R. B.
M\phta, B. Patnaik, W. M. Quin, M. J. A. Sandrasagra, 0. S. Se!a,

A. E. Stevens, R. L. Tiruchelvam, H. G. H. Waters, Enid M. 0.

Will, W. R. Williams
Sir Edmund Spriggs will deliver the Croonian Lectures on
A Clinical Study of Headaches "

on May 14th, 16th, and
21st, at 5 p.m., at the College.

ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS OF ENGLAND
The President, Sir Holburt XVaring, returned from Australia
on April 24th. He was met at WVaterloo Station by three
members of the Council of the College, Mr. C. H.- Fagge,
Professor G. E. Gask, and Mr. G. Gordon-Taylor. Others
present on the platform were Mr. WV. McAdam Eccles
(a former member of the Council), Mr. Kennedy Cassels
(secretary of the College), and Mr. Horace Rew (director of
examinations). It will be remembered that the President
left London in January in order to open the new building of
the Royal Australasian College of Surgeons in Melbourne,
and it was peculiarly appropriate that among those who
welcomed tne President home were Mr. Fagge, who, as a
former vice-president, has personally conveyed the greetings
of the Council to the Royal Australasian College when he
visited Australia in 1932, and Mr. Gordon-Taylor, who went
to Melbourne last November as one of the examiners to
conduct the Primary Fellowship examination in Australia and
New Zealand.

A meeting of the Council was held on April 25th, with Sir
Holburt Waring, the President, in the chair.
An offer by Sir Mattlhew Thompson to present to the College

a portrait by him of Sir D'Arcy Power, the honorary librarian,
was accepted with grateful thanks.

It was decided that the subject for the Jacksonian Prize
Essay for 1936 should be "Hydroneplzrosis."
The following hospitals were approved for the six months'

post of resident house-surgeon or other responsible post in
charge of general surgical patients in the wards of a general
hospital required of candidates before admission to the final
examination for the Fellowship: Halifax Royal Infirmary,
resident surgical officer and first house-surgeoi; Metropolitan
Hospital, Kingsland Road, E., senior house-surgeon.

XVilliam Thomas Gordon Pugh and Henry Edmund Gaskin
Boyle, Members of twenty years' standing, were elected to
the Fellowship of the College.
The Council agreed with pleasure to the suggestions of the

Robert Jones Memorial Fundl Committee for the foundation
of a Robert Jones Professorship of the Royal College of
Surgeons of England for an annual lecture or lectures on some

subject connected wi+h orthopaedic surgery (sum allocated
£1,000); and for the foundation of a travelling research
fellowship to be awarded alternately by the Uni-versity of,

Liverpool and the Liverpool Medical Institution jointly, and
the Royal College of Surgeons of England (sum allocated
£2,000).

Sir Holburt Waring was nominated as representative of the
College on the National Council for the Disposition of the
Dead.

THE BiIITISWI MEDICAL JOURNAL
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The date of the reception to be given for the International
Neurological Congress was fixed for July 30th.
A diploma of Fellowship was granted to Frederick Ronald

Edwards.
Diplomas in Tropical Medicine and Hygiene were granted,

jointly with the Royal College of Phvsicians, to the twenty-
five candidates whose names are published in the report of
the meeting of the Royal College of Physicians of London
in, this issue.

Medico-Legal
SOME CHANGES DURING THE REIGN

[FROM A LEGAL CORRESPONDENT]
Although twenty-five years is not a long period, either
in the history of the common law or in the history of
med:cine, a glance at the statutes passed during the reign
of King George V reveals a number of legal changes of
medico-legal interest. To enumerate-still less to describe
-them all were impossible in a brief review, but a few
of outstanding interest may be noted.
An important change in the lunacy laws was made

within the last few years. It is upon the doctor that the
unpleasant duty devolves of certifying that a person is
insane, and with a view to protecting members of the
profession from the risk of being sued for damages for
wrongful certification.the Lunacy Act which was in force
in 1910 provided that any such action might be stayed
if the court were of opinion that there was no reasonable
ground for alleging that the doctor had been guilty of
negligence. In spite of this safeguard many actions of the
kind were brought. In one notorious case proceedings,
which reached the House of Lords, involved enormous cost
to the defendant. In a later case application was made
to stay the proceedings; a judge in chambers made the
necessary order, but the Court of Appeal reversed his
decision, holding that the case should be tried by judge
and jury. At the conclusion of the plaintiff's case the
jury intimated that they had heard enough, and returned
a verdict for the defendant. His costs amounted to a
very considerable sum-no part of which he was able to
recover from the plaintiff.
These cases, and others like them, made,- or were

believed to make, the medical practitioner very -chary
about granting lunacy certificates on any pretext whatever.
After all, there was and is no Act of Parliament to compel
a doctor to " certify "; nor (it is conceived) could any
action be brought against him for refusing to do so.
Whatever may have been the reason for the change, the
law was altered. No action can now be brought against
a doctor for granting a lunacy certificate, save by leave
of the court, and leave is not given unless the court is
satisfied that there is substantial ground for the contention
that the person against whom it is sought to bring the
proceedings has acted in bad faith or without reasonable
care. It will be observed that this enactment makes it
incumbent on the plaintiff to show affirmatively that he
has a case, and this he must do by affidavit. Seldom has
any Act of Parliament relating to procedure been as effec-
tive as this has been. We believe we are right in saying
that no action of the kind referred to has been brought
to trial since 1930, when the Act came into force. The
Legislature has thus given-an ample measure of protection
to those who are called upon to grant certificates. This
fact should lead to the more fearless discharge of an
important duty.
A recent change in procedure which concerns the trial

of civil action by judge and jury is a matter of concern
to the medical profession. Until last year it had been
the rule, from time immemorial, that parties to a civil
action at common law-whatever the cause of action-
have a right to a jury. This rule was subject to this
exception: that the court might order an action which
involved matters of scientific inquiry to be tried otherwise
than by a judge sitting with a jury. Any action for
malpraxis brought against a doctor was always tried by

judge and jury.. Last year, however, Parliament, in its
wisdom, thought fit to alter this fundamental principle of
the common law by taking away the right to a jury in
most common law actions. A notable exception is the
action for libel or slander; but the right to a jury in an
action for malpraxis has been taken away. Whlether such
an action shall be tried with a jury is now a matter for
the discretion of the court. A case of alleged malpraxis
came before the Court of Appeal at the end of last year,
the questioin being how it was to be tried. The court held
that it should be tried by a judge alone, on the ground
that it involved the discussion of scientific matters. At
the same time it was quite competent for the court to
so deprive the plaintiff of his jury on general grounds.
Whether the interests of the medical profession are likely
to be best protected by " judge alone " or by " judge and
jury " is a matter upon which theFe is room for differences
of opinion.
No Act of Parliament passed during the reign has

materially affected the status of the medical practitioner.
One decision of the court, however, may be noted. It was
held in one case that there is a general custom amongst
medical men-although not a binding custom-not to
charge the widow and children of a deceased medical man
shortly after his death. If, therefore, a doctor intends
to charge in such a case he must say so, and thus give
the patient an opportuinity of declining his services and of
going to another doctor who will not charge (Corbin v.
Stewart (1911), 28 T.L.R., 99).

It is also worthy of record that when charging a grand
jury at the Birmingham assize in 1914 Mr. Justice Avory
pointed out that if a practitioner is informed by a patient
that a crime has been committed it is his duty to com-
municate with the police. In such a case the desire to
preserve the confidential relationship wbich exists between
the medical man and his patient must be subordilnated to
the duty which is cast upon every citizen to assist in the
investigation of a serious crime.

If one were asked, " What is the leading characteristic
of the reign from the medico-legal point of view? " the
answer might well be,." A tendency on the part of those in
authority to employ members of the medical profession in
the administration of justice "-using that phrase in its
widest sense.
The first National Health Insurance Bill Nwas introduced

in 1911, and the development of the system, which has
gone on continuously since 1913, would have been im-
possible without the co-operation of the medical profession.
The panel doctor is called upon to act not only in a
medical but in a quasi-judicial capacity. He stands
between the taxpayer and the applicant for sick benefit;
and the fact that his decisions are so seldom called in
question affords striking proof that thQ confidence placed
by the Government in the medical profession has not been
misplaced. Sometimes, too, he acts in a judicial capacity.
When a question arises as to the competence or behaviour
of a panel doctor it is referred to a tribunal, consisting
of two medical men chosen from a panel, and a lawyer
appointed by the Minister of Health. Again, when it is
necessary to decide whether a particular operation or mode
of treatment is, or ought to be, within the competence of
an insurance practitioner it is referred to a similar tribunal.

In other respects, too, the doctor now takes a far more
active part in the administration of justice than he was
called upon to do in former times. With the enormous
increase of motor transport, accidents which lead to claims
for damages for personal injuries have become far more
frequent. And here it should be mentioned that the
number of accident cases reported forms but a small pro-
portion of those tried, while the number of cases tried is
but small in comparison with the number of cases settled
out of court. At the trial of a " running down " case
medical evidence is nearly always forthcoming, and where
the parties are not animated with a desire to make costs
they will often agree to accept the report of one practi-
tioner or, at any rate, to call but one doctor on either side.
Similarly, in the settlement of a claim for damages, it is
upon the report of the doctor as to the condition of the
plaintiff that the quantum of damages will depend.
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CHARLES OWEN DAVIES, M.B., B.S., F.R.C.S., died in
Liverpool on March 31st, after a few weeks' illness, at the
age of 40 years. He came of a medical family, his father
*being Dr. John Charles Davies of Wrexham. He was
educated at Epsoin College, and then spent a year at
Aberystwyth University. From the outbreak of the war
he served as a captain with the Royal Welch Fusiliers, and
gained the Mons decoration. He came back to complete
his medical course at the University of Liverpool, and
qualified M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P. in 1920. In 1921 he took
the degrees of M.B., B.S.Lond. with honours, and a year
later obtained his F.R.C.S. He held a resident appoint-
ment at the Liverpool Royal Infirmary with the late Mr.
Thelwall Thomas, and then became surgical registrar.
In 1920-1 he was Robert Gee Fellow in Anatomy in the
university. Specializing as a surgeon, he became honorary
surgeon to the Bootle General Hospital, and later assistant
surgeon also to the Liverpool Stanley Hospital, where four
years ago he was elected to the full staff. At the time of
his death he was also visiting surgeon to Mill Road
Infirmary, and was a lecturer in clinical surgery in the
University of Liverpool. A colleague writes: Long pre-
paratory years of hard work, study, and well-considered
experience had made Davies into a mature and skilful
surgeon. He had an alert and thoughtful mind, quick and
sensitive hands, kindness, and a deep sense of responsi-
bility. His skill was catholic, directed always by wide
knowledge and hard thinking; so that whether he was
dealing with a difficult abdominal condition, a thyroid-
ectomy, the removal of a brain tumour, or an extensive
operation on the thorax he looked a fully equipped and
convincing operator. To his beautiful craftsmanship was
added a surgical judgement which was wise, critical, and
decisive. Had he lived he would have taken a high place
as a master of his specialty. He died just when he was
beginning to see the promise of the reward in consulting
practice for all the years of unpaid work at his voluntary
hospitals the heavy calls upon his physical resources in
those years had taken too great a toll of his reserves of
health and strength. He was a refreshing personality,
sincere, downright, impatient of pretence ; and he was a
surgeon of the highest professional integrity. The simple
funeral service at the Liverpool Cathedral, attended by
large numbers of his colleagues, nurses from his hospitals,
and patients, was a moving farewell to one who had
already done outstanding work and whose promise was
great. He leaves a widow.

The death took place, on April 23rd, of Dr. WILLIAM
TURNBULL BARRIE, at his residence, 18, Bridge Street,
Hawick. Dr. Barrie, who had been in failing health for
some time, was one of the best-known practitioners in
the South of Scotland. Born in Liddesdale in 1859, he
took a medical course at Edinburgh University, where
he graduated M.B., C.M. in 1880. After serving for some
time as a ship surgeon, he became assistant, and later
partner, to Dr. McLeod in Hawick in 1885, and his
great popularity with his patients in this town was
attested on the occasion of his jubilee in 1931, to which
Hawick people in all parts of the country, as well as
from over-seas, subscribed. He was well known through-
out the Border country as a patron of outdoor sports.

The following well-known foreign medical men have
recently died: Dr. CHARLES THOREL, formerly director of
the Pathological Institute of the Municipal Hospital at
Nuremberg, aged 67; Professor EUGEN GALEWSKY, an
eminent Dresden dermatologist, aged 72 ; Dr. JOHANNES
PRIOR, co-discoverer of the Finkler-Prior cholera vibrio
Professor URIBE, director of the dermatological clinic at
Bogota, Colombia; Professor E. OTIS SMITH, director of
the urological clinic of the University of Cincinnati School
of Medicine Professor MICHELE BOLAFFIO, director of the
obstetrical and gynaecological clinic at Modena, aged 52;
and Dr. WALTER LINCOLN BURRAGE, co-editor of the
Dictionary of American Medical Biography, and for
twenty-five years secretary of the Massachusetts Medical
Society.

The Services

DEATHS IN THE SERVICES
Lieut.-Colonel David Leckie, R.A.M.C. (ret.), died in Edin-

burgh on March 6th, aged 87. He was born on November
18th, 1847, and was educated at Glasgow, where he graduated
M.B., C.M. in 1869. Entering the Army as assistant surgeon
on April 1st, 1871, he became surgeon major after twelve
years' service, and retired on April 15th, 1891. When on the
retired list he was employed for a time at Carlisle.

Major Robert Hemphill, D.S.O., R.A.M.C., was accident-
ally killed by a fall from a cliff at Kellan Head, Cornwall,
on April 21st, aged 46. His wife was killed at the same
time. Major Hemphill, who was medical officer of the Royal
Military Academy, Woolwich, vent down to Portuqueen,
North Cornwall, wNrith his wife and family, for a short holiday,
on April 21st. They went out on the cliffs, where Major
Hemphill tried to photograph a buzzard 's nest; in doing sco
he slipped and fell. His wife, in an attemnpt to help him,
also slipped and fell. Their son Peter, aged 15, broke the
window of a coastguard look-out hut and telephoned for help
to the coastguard, sending a younger sister to a farm at some
distance to ask for help there. He then climbed down the
cliffs, and found the bodies of his father and mother at the
foot. The coastguards on arrival also went down the cliff
they found Major Hemphill dead. His wife was seriously
injured, and wTas taken to hospital, where she died next day.
Major Hemphill was born on August 26th, 1888, the son of
the late Canon Hemphill of Belfast, and was educated at
Trinity College, Dublin, where he graduated B.A., M.B.,
B.Ch., and B.A.0. in 1912. While at Trinity he plaved for
four years in the University Rugby team, and in 1912 played
for Ireland in all four international matches. Entering the
R.A.M.C. as lieutenant on January 24th, 1913, he became
captain in the long war promotion list of March 1st, 1915, and
major on January 24th, 1925, and wNas just on the period
of promotion to lieutenant-colonel. He served in France
throughout the war of 1914-18, was mentioned in dispatches
in the London Gazette of January, 1st, 1916, and May 25th,
1918, and received the D.S.O. in 1918. He married Kathleen,
daughter of the late Mr. Augustus Smith of Bitterne, Hamp-
shire, and had three children.

Medical News
Professor Edward Mellanby, M.D., F.R.S., will deliver

the Cavendish Lecture before the West London Medico-
Chirurgical Society at Kensington Town Hall on Thurs-
day, June 13th. His subject will be " Proper Feeding:
The First Essential for Good Physique and Health."

Dr. E. W. Fish will deliver, two public lectures on
"The Physiology of Teeth," at University College,
Gower Street, W.C., on Tuesdays, May 7th and 14th,
at 5 p.m. On Mondays, May 13th, 20th, 27th, and June
3rd, at 5 p.m., also at University College, Dr. D. H. K.
Lee will give a course of four public lectures on " The
Physiological Effects of Tropical Climate." All the lectures
are open without fee or ticket.

Miss Noel Tidy, C.S.M.M.G., will deliver a Chadwick
Public Lecture on " Physical Exercises: Educational and
Preventive," at 26, Portland Place, W., on Thursday,
May 23rd, at 5.30 p.m. Sir James Crichton-Browne,
F.R.S., will be in the chait.
The annual general meeting of the London -Section of

the Society of Chemical Industry will be held at the
rooms of the Chemical Society, Burlington House, Picca-
dilly, W., on Monday, May 13th, at 8 p.m., and will
be followed by an address by Dr. F. L. Pyman, F.R.S.,
on " Chemotherapy."
The Committee Against Malnutrition announces that a

public meeting will be held at the Conway Hall, Red Lion
Square, W.C., on Thursday, May 16th, at 8 p.m., to
consider especially the health and nutrition of women and
children in this country; The chair will be taken by
Professor V. H. Mottram, and the speakers will include
Miss Eleanor Rathbone, M.P., Dr. Janet M. Vaughan,
Professor J. R. Marrack, and Dr. J. Needham. Tickets
at ls. each can be obtained from the honorary secretary,
Committee Against Malnutrition, 1 9c, Eagle Strept,
Holborn, W.C. (telephone: Chancery 7567).
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The House of the British Medical Association, including
the Library, will be closed on Monday, May 6th, which
has been proclaimed a Bank Holiday in celebration of the
King's silver jubilee.
The House of the Royal Society of Medicine, including

the Library, will be closed on Monday, May 6th.
In celebration of the eight hundredth anniversary of

the birth of Maimonides (April 17th, 1935), the following
lectures will be given at Cambridge in the Mill Lane
Lecture Rooms at 5 p.m.: May 8th, " The Philosophical
System of Maimonides and its Place in the History of
Thought," by Dr. S. Atlas, formerly professor of
philosophy, Warsaw; May 9th, " Maimonide!'s Theory
of the State," by Dr. E. Rosenthal ; May 10th, " The
Place of Maimonides in Medicine and Science," by Dr.
A P. Cawadias. Exhibitions will be arranged of the
MSS. of Maimonides and of early printed editions of his
works.
The annual general meeting of the Subsection of Proc-

tology of the Section of Surgery of the Royal Society of
Medicine will be held on Wednesday, May 8th, at 5 p.m.
The election of officers and council for 1935-6 will be
followed by a discussion on " The Conservative Surgery
of Carcinoma of the Rectum," to be opened by Professor
Grey Turner and Mr. H. H. Rayner.
A sessional meeting of the Royal Sanitary Institute will

be held at Cardiff on Friday and Saturday, May 10th and
11th, in conjunction with the Welsh branch of the Society
of Medical Officers of Health. There will be discussions oIn
"A Modern General Hospital," to be opened by Dr.
David G. Morgan on " Some Principles in the Construc-
tion of a Modern Tuberculosis Hospital," to be opened by
Dr. William Davies ; and on " The Sanitary Inspector of
To-day," to be opened by Mr. WV. G. Pyatt. Full par-
ticulars of the meeting can be obtained from the honorary
local secretary, Dr. J. Greenwood Wilson, City Hall,
Cardiff.
The Glasgow University Club, London, will dine at the

Trocadero Restaurant, Piccadilly, W., on Friday, May
31st, at 7.30 p.m., with the president, Lord Macmillan,
in the chair. Any Glasgow University men who, though
not members of the club, desire to attend are requested
to communicate with the honorary secretaries, 62, Harley
House, N.W. 1.

The Fellowship of Medicine (1, Wimpole Street, W.)
announces that a week's course in thoracic surgery will
be given at Brompton Hospital from May 13th to 18th.
Other courses include proctology, at Gordon Hospital,
May 20th to 25th; gynaecology, at Chelsea Hospital for
Women, May 27th to June 8th ; chest diseases, at Victoria
Park Hospital, May 27th to June 1st ; venereal diseases,
at London Lock Hospital, May 27th to June 22nd ; chest
diseases, at Brompton Hospital, May 11th and 12th;
obstetrics, at City of London Maternity Hospital, May
25th and 26th; infectious diseases, at Park Hospital,
Hither Green, S.E., June 15th and 16th ; M.R.C.P.
couirse in chest diseases, at Brompton Hospital, during
June ; an evening clinical and pathological course, on
Tuesdays and Thursdays, at 8 p.m., at National Tem-
perance Hospital, June 11th to 27th; and an evening
M.R.C.P. course, at Victoria Park Hospital, dealing with
heart and lungs, on Wednesdays and Fridays, June 5th
to 21st.
The first Congress on Undulant Fever in Men and

Animals will be held at Avignon from- June lth to 13th.
Further information can be obtained from the general
secretary, Dr. Joseph Jullien, Joyeuse, Ardeche, France.
The twentieth Congress of Forensic and Social Medicine

will be held at Brussels from July 17th to 20th, when
the subjects for discussion will be traumatic neuroses,-
introduced by Dr. Costedoat of the Val de Grace Military
Hospital ; traumatic psychoses, by Dr. De Craene of
Brussels ; anld the association of social medicine with
forensic medicine, by Dr. Rene Sand. Further informa-
tion can be obtained from the general secretary, Dr. M.
De Laet, Faculte de Medecine, 115, Boulevard Waterloo,
Brussels.

Mr. G. M. Huggins, F.R.C.S., Prime Minister of
Southern Rhodesia, has arrived in London in connexiQn
with the Jubilee celebrations.
The first congress of the Austrian oto-rhino-laryngo-

logists will be held in Vienna on June 21st and 22ndl,
under the presidency of Professors M. Hajek of Vienna,
G. Hofer of Graz, W. Krainz of Innsbruck, and H.
Neumann of Vienna. Further information can be obtaine(d
from Ernst Urlantschitsch, Schottenring 24, Vienna.
The issue of Paris Medical for April 13th, like that of

March 30th, is devoted to war gas, and that of April 20th
to mineral waters and climatotherapy.

Dr. T. Wilson Parry has contributed to Man (the journal
of the Royal Anthropological Institute) an account of the
Ovingdean prehistoric skull exhibiting double primitive
surgical holing. This skull, it will be remembered, was
trawled from the sea, about three-quarters of a mile off
the Sussex coast, opposite Ovingdean, on January 12th
last. Dr. Wilson Parry's paper is followed by a note on
the physical anthropology of this skull, by M. L. Tildesley.
The military governor of Les Invalides, General Mariaux,

has conferred the order of Grand Officer of the Legion
of Honour on the radiologist, Dr. Vaillant, who had had
both his arms amputated for radiodermatitis.
An office of medical cinematography has been created

in Paris with Dr. Maurice Fabre as scientific director and
M. Paul Thoby as technical director, from whom further
information can be obtained, Rue de Conservatoire 13,
Paris IXe.
In the Ostran-Kaiminer district of Czechoslovakia there

has recently been a very severe outbreak of scarlet fever
and diphtheria. The children's hospitals have been so
crowded that three or four children have had to be put
in the same bed.
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QUER IES AND ANSWERS

Circumcision of Female Children
"F.R.C.S." inquires regarding circumcision in female children

for nervous or other general diseases. Such a case has been
referred to him by an Americal practitioner, who says it
is a common practice in the United States. The practi-
tioner himself has seen it performed some ten to twelve
Limes. "F.R.C.S." has never performed the operation, or
heard of it being performed, in children (aged 5 in this
case), and would be grateful for information upon the
subject.


