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PRE-CANCEROUS STATES

Der Vorkrebs. By Dr. med. Corneliu Popescu. (Pp. 190
;;):5’(2 illustrated. DM. 29.80.) Jena: Gustav Fischer Verlag.

When reading this monograph one realizes how
important for cancer research, cancer prevention, and
cancer treatment would be a more detailed knowledge
of pre-cancerous states (Vorkrebs).

The author, perhaps in a somewhat long-winded
manner, attempts to assess critically this concept, which
is rejected by some experts, strongly defended by others,
and anyhow difficult to establish in deep-set tumours.
After considering “the complex of pathophysiological
phenomena, divisible into three groups "—that is, local
factors, general disturbances or the participating of the
whole organism, and harmful external factors—Dr.
Popescu pursues his theme by assembling a considerable
number of facts and by discussing morphological and
aetiological observations concerning the clinical pictures
of pre-cancerous states.

It is a great pity that these morphological observations
have to stand on their own and are not supported by
corresponding studies of biological and biochemical
behaviour of the pre-cancerous tissue. However, here
and there in the literature can be found reports on time-
dependent changes in the amount or distribution of
certain cellular constituents occurring during the period
of “ carcinogenesis”; these at present are far from
comprehensive and come mainly from experiments on
animals. But if such work could be extended to a great
number of human cancers and one could, for instance,
follow through in a patient (the difficulties here of
course are great) the development of the final state of
neoplasia, say from the early stages of leukoplakia, then
the attempted treatment of pre-cancerous states as
discussed by the author under the main heading of
cancer prevention (Chapter 5) would lead to more
pronounced success. :

There are some statements made throughout the book
with which one could take issue with Dr. Popescu,
particularly when he flogs the pretty dead horse of
“ Lysenkoism.” But if one overlooks these and other
deficiencies this monograph could form a useful addi-
tion to the libraries of institutes and hospitals engaged
in cancer work.

F. BERGEL.
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