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The authors conclude that their findings
support Rado’s hypothesis that homosexuality
is a result of hidden but incapacitating fears
of the opposite sex resulting from certain
types of abnormal parent—child relationships.
It is doubtful whether one can generalize
from this highly selected sample. The
majority of the patients must have been more
strongly motivated to change towards hetero-
scxuality than most of the homosexuals seen
by psychiatrists in clinic practice in this
country.  Nevertheless, the observations
recorded in this book are of great interest for
everybody concerned with homosexuality,
irrespective of theoretical orientation.

E. STENGEL.
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190 +xvi ; illustrated. 16s.) London:
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Personal accounts of serious illness written
by intelligent and articulate patients are rare.
To the physician they are always interesting
and sometimes poignant. When Paul Bates
was struck down by catastrophic paralytic
poliomyelitis in the Malayan jungle in 1954
he was a 20-year-old subaltern in the King’s
African Rifles. His story of the ominous
onset of back pain during an exhausting
jungle march under the tropical sun presages
the disastrous and overwhelming paralysis
which shortly overtook him.

This story in itself is of clinical interest,
but the main fascination of the book is in its
well-written and very objective account of
his truly remarkable adjustment during the
subsequent decade to paralysis which remains
almost complete—except that he can blow,
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suck, speak in a husky voice, and move two
fingers of his left hand.

So naturally has the writer accepted the
precarious hold on life afforded by continuous
positive pressure respiration—typing, broad-
casting, advising other paralysed patients,
operating an amateur radio transmitting
station, travelling about the country in pur-
suit of philanthropic and business interests,
and even taking part in the London to Paris
Air Race—that it is necessary to remind one-
self throughout that ten years after the onset
of his illness he is kept alive entirely by
artificial means.

It is a platitude of medicine that impair-
ment of function bears scant relation to the
extent of the physical lesion, but this story
must surely be unique. It is set down so
honestly, so clearly, so unemotionally, and at
times so humorously, that it is also quite
unforgettable.

HENRY MILLER.
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The ninth volume in this series contains the
biographical memoirs of seventeen Fellows of
the Royal Society who died in the period
1961-63. There is one historian, G. M.
Trevelyan, whose obituary by his successor in
the mastership of Trinity College, Cambridge,
Lord Adrian, is not only a sympathetic
tribute, but a literary appreciation written in
felicitous English prose. Three physicists are
commemorated. W. T. Astbury, crystallo-
grapher, was the “ founder of an exciting and
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growing point of science, molecular biology.
Niels Bohr did so much in atomic energy ;
his biographer, Sir John Cockcroft, describes
his subject’s share in the political question of
the atomic bomb. And there is Sir Charles
Darwin, a mathematical physicist and
geneticist, as became the godson of Lord
Kelvin and Sir Francis Galton. Darwin
added to the scientific lustre of his famous
family by his own researches. We have two
geologists: M. A. C. Hinton, a versatile
genius, who in later years utilized his
geological knowledge in zoological researches,
and W. B. R. King of outstanding distinction.
Chemistry lost four Fellows: O. Maass,
J. I. O. Masson, J. Read and M. W. Travers.
All developed this science, especially Travers
who worked with Sir William Ramsay at
University College, London, in the separation
of five rare gases and wrote his chief’s
biography. )

Here also are lives of two botanists, F. G.
Gregory and H. H. Thomas ; of R. A. Fisher,
mathematician and geneticist ; of a zoologist,
H. G. Cannon; and of a hydrographer,
Vice-Admiral Sir John Edgell, who went to
Eastman’s (not Eastmann’s, as stated) Royal
Naval Academy and passed into H.M.S.
Britannia in 1894 at the age of 134. P. G.
Bastien writes (in French) an eloquent tribute
to the savant, M.A.M.G.R. Portevin, eminent
as a metallurgist. Finally, there is one
illustrious medical Fellow, Sir Leonard
Rogers, who died in 1962 in his ninety-fifth
year. His distinguished career in the Indian
Medical Service and his great work in the
study of tropical diseases and leprosy are ably
recorded by Brigadier Sir John Boyd. The

.portraits and full bibliographies add to the

interest of the volumes in this series, which
serves already as a model for scientific
biographies.

ARTHUR S. MACNALTY.
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