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Each chapter has a full bibliography. The
editors have also assembled in the book an
admirable collection of portraits of the great
pioneers in cardiovascular physiology.

ARTHUR S. MACNALTY.
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This little book is written primarily for the
use of technicians trained in bacteriological
methods. It is therefore, as it should be,
primarily concerned with methods of process-
ing material suspected of being pathogenic.
It consists of 22 chapters, each with refer-
ences, and an appendix and index.
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The first chapter provides a taxonomic out-
line of the fungi, which is excellent as far as
it goes, and is probably adequate, as most
bacteriological technicians at least have the
opportunity of following some course or other
in elementary mycology. The second chapter,
on the collection of the different types of
clinical material, and those that follow,
mostly on specialized methods appropriate for
dealing with particular fungal pathogens
suspected of being present in the material, are
excellent and of great value in this respect.
Unfortunately in these some of the mycology
is inaccurate. For example, it is incorrect to
state that the microconidia in the genus
Microsporum are “round,” because in fact
they are characteristically elongate. It is also
incorrect to state categorically that the varie-
ties interdigitale and granulare of Tricho-
phyton mentagrophytes are not distinguish-
able microscopically from T. rubrum. The
shape of the microconidium (mainly rounded
or pip-shaped in these varieties and mainly
elongate in T. rubrum) and the manner in
which they are produced (mainly “en
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grappe ” in these varieties and mainly “en
thyrse ” in T. rubrum) serve to distinguish
these varieties from T. rubrum. Moreover
spiral hyphae are developed in most strains,
whereas they are rare in T. rubrum. It is
true that some strains of these varieties are
difficult to distinguish microscopically from
T. rubrum and for this reason other criteria
may be more reliable. Chapter 21 on special
techniques for the microscopical study of
many of the organisms mentioned in the pre-
vious chapters is useful ; so also is chapter 22
on the composition of culture media and
reagents. Finally the appendix summarizes
admirably, for the most part, the principal
diagnostic features of these fungal pathogens.

The text is clearly printed on matt-surfaced
paper and appropriately though sparingly
illustrated with clear photomicrographs and
line drawings and bound between stiff paper
with green glossy surface. A good guide to
technique and a book worth buying for this
reason, at only 4 dollars 95 cents (36
shillings).
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