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This little book is good value. It contains
up-to-date facts which are easily accessible
through the index. Some of the facts are
surprising. Who would have thought that the
number of tablets of aspirin sold every year
in this country amount to four thousand
million ?

ZAcHARY COPE.

Organ of Corti

The Organ of Corti: Its Histophysiology
and Histochemistry. By Ya. A. Vinnikov
and L. K. Titova. (Pp. 253 +xiii ; illu-
strated. $13.50.) New York : Consultants
Bureau. 1964.

Until. recently it has not been possible easily
to learn the views of the workers behind the
Iron Curtain on the physiology of hearing,
and many of us have been looking forward
to Haigh’s translation of this comprehensive
Russian work. Our knowledge of the ear
and hearing has advanced rapidly during the
past decade, and during the years that publi-
cation of the original and translation have
taken much further work has appeared in
Western literature. In the West most of the
work on the ear has been biophysical and
neuro-physiological, and the biochemical and
evolutionary aspects of the organ of Corti,
emphasized by Vinnikov and Titova, have
been given less attention. It is thus inter-
esting to view the organ from another aspect.
Differences in terminology at times through-
out the book might have made this difficult
but for Hallowell Davis’s excellent foreword.
Moreover the authors’ lack of close contact
with Western literature on the subject shows
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itself in varying degree in many sections of
the work. The detailed description of excising
the cochlea, which as the authors say was
first described a hundred years ago, and
treating it histochemically so as to examine it
under the microscope without decalcification
or fixation is a most notable advance, but
some of the conclusions from these experi-
ments are hard to accept, as are some from
the previous experiments on living tissue.

M. SPENCER HARRISON.

Witch Doctor

Witch Doctor. Traditional Medicine Man
of Rhodesia. By Michael Gelfand. Fore-
word by Sir Roy Welensky, P.C., K.C.M.G.
(Pp. 191; illustrated. 30s.) London:
Harvill. 1964.

This book gives an absorbing account of
medicine as practised by the nganga or tradi-
tional medicine man of Rhodesia. Dr.
Michael Gelfand approaches his subject with
sympathy as a fellow African and a colleague
pursuing identical aims—removal of fear and
of suffering among the Mashona. The title
should, in fact, read ““ Anti-Witch Doctor,”
for the author points out that the Africans
believe that all illness is caused by the
activities of spirits—usually of dead relatives,
especially grandfathers—and by the machina-
tions of witches, a deep and terrifying fear
of whom pervades all African society, and
that one of the chief functions of the nganga
is to counteract their malevolence.

The nganga claims possession by spirits as
the source of his powers. To qualify as a
practitioner one must be possessed by a heal-
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ing spirit passed on by a deceased relative,
himself a practising nganga. In fact most
aspirants to the profession spend a period of
apprenticeship with a senior nganga, and
there is a method of obtaining a higher
qualification at the bottom of a river or deep
pool. The nganga is one of the few Africans
to achieve professional status in his natural
environment. He is essentially a family
practitioner and not a tribal doctor, and the
measure of respect accorded to him depends
entirely on his professional skill and ability.
Although incantation, throwing of the bones,
and other appeals to the spirits are essential
elements in his practice, the nganga has a
copious materia medica or herbarium derived
from leaves and roots and he does not despise
cupping and other physical aids.

In fact, the nganga is the kingpin in
African society and there is a strict code of
etiquette to be maintained in the course of
training and practice. The subconscious plays
such an important role in the thought
processes of the primitive African that the
nganga can exercise a powerful influence over
his patient, but, with the best will in the
world, Dr. Gelfand reaches the sombre con-
clusion that the nganga to-day is the greatest
single obstacle to African progress towards
civilization on account of his position as
fountainhead of African beliefs in evil spirits.

Dr. Gelfand puts us all in his debt by his
careful survey of the methods of training,
scope of operation, and materia medica of the
nganga. In an introduction Sir Roy Welensky
pays tribute to the debt owed by Africa to
Dr. Gelfand and firmly puts his name among
the immortal company of Livingstone,
Schweitzer, and Huggins.

GEORGE R. MCROBERT.
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