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general and to the social scientist in particu-
lar. They are:

(@) “The serious motoring offender is a
respectable citizen whose behaviour, apart from
his offence, is reasonably in accordance with the
requirements of law and order.”

(b) “ The majority of serious motoring offences
are derived from accidents and there is nothing
in the offender’s personality that predisposes him
to break the law.”

Dr. Willett challenges these hypotheses and
seeks to reject them on the basis of his
collected evidence. It is of interest to note
thai the approach is in terms of the testing
of hypotheses, and the author makes appeal
to the canons of science within what he sees
as obviously a criminological-sociological
framework. What emerges, however, cannot
be called a serious scientific study, and the
two major hypotheses (if they can be called
hypotheses in this form) remain relatively
unshaken by the presented evidence.

The approach is descriptive, non-experi-
mental, and case-centred. With respect-to the
first “ hypothesis > the evidence presented is
that 23% of the sample did in fact have
additional convictions for non-motoring
offences. With respect to the second
“ hypothesis > the evidence presented is that
so far as personality factors are concerned
25% of the sample showed “ personality dis-
turbance ” Stated in another way, this means
that the public generalizations (undoubtedly
over-generalizations, and based on inadequate
infcrmation) are about 75% correct on the
basis of the evidence presented in this book.
It seems that the somewhat dramatic title of
this book has little to do with its contents.
Even if the presented evidence in this work
were overwhelmingly opposed to the public
generalizations, the research would be un-
acceptable as a scientific contribution because
of the methods employed to collect the
evidence. For example, one need single out
only the naive understanding of personality
disorder and the unacceptable methods of
assessing these phenomena.  The author is
no unaware of these shortcomings when he
says, ‘“ The resultant material is, therefore, a
mixture of fact and impression, with rather
more of the latter than is desirable . . .
what is offered is, at best, a comprehensive
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and unprejudiced interpretation of the avail-
able evidence, and at least something better
than mere speculation.” In fact, “mere
speculation; ” in the form of the public
generalizations does rather well indeed when
put to this sort of test.

The book is interesting and commendable
in the sense that it challenges commonly held
conceptions and contains some interesting
documentary data. It is not a scientific study,
and the reader should not be lulled into
believing so by the use of statistical tables
and the formulation of ‘ hypotheses.”

S. Boyp.
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Eason, M.A.,, M.B.(Cantab.), F.L.S. (Pp.
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It has long been customary to lump together
the centipedes and the millipedes as a single
class, the Myriapoda. But they are widely
different animals, and it is now recognized
that the centipedes by themselves form a
“class,” equivalent to the class of insects,
which is termed the Chilopoda. The milli-
pedes are mostly vegetarian and certain of
them are harmful to cultivated plants. The
centipedes are predacious, with powerful
curved poison-claws just behind the head, by
means of which they not only grasp but
paralyse and even Kkill their victims. The
small centipedes of this country are harmless
to man ; the large species of the tropics can
inflict a painful bite. The dangers of centi-
pede bites are probably exaggerated ; but the
truth of the matter is difficult to sift, for the
legends about them are such that impression-
able folk can die of fright after being bitten.

How many legs has a centipede ? The
commonest sorts in this country belong to the
Lithobius group and have 15 pairs. Our
sole representative of the Scolopendra group
(which contains most of the poisonous
tropical species) has 21 pairs. The long and
slender Geophilus group, often known as
“legged worms,” always have more than 35
pairs and may have as many as 101. The
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young of the Geophilus group emerge from
the eggs in a delicate “ foetal ” state. In their
early days they are brooded by the mother
coiled around them. The young Lithobius
must fend for themselves from the start ; but
the number of their segments is incomplete
and new ones are added, each with a pair of
legs, as the animal grows.

Dr. Eason’s book is directed mainly at the
collector of centipedes. It isa fl&ly illustrated
technical guide to the identification, distribu-
tion, and habits of the 44 species in the
British Isles.

V. B. WIGGLESWORTH.
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This is the third volume of the series on
current scientific methods in the field of legal
medicine initiated under the editorship of the
Danish biochemist Lundquist. Rapid expan-
sion in the application of newer scientific
methods to law enforcement has resulted in
a spate of literature with which even the
expert finds it difficult to keep pace.

The subjects covered in this volume
include two of particular value—that by
Tompsett on lead poisoning, a well-balanced
review and technical assay, and a joint survey
of neutron-activation analysis by Hamilton
Smith, with Lenihan, of Glasgow, in bio-
logical fields and Vincent Guinn in non-
biological fields. The last two are models of
clarity in exposition in a new meéthod which
has already proved of value in the detection
of arsenic.

Guatelli’s review of the toxicology of the
cyanides is loose, and a chapter on erasures
by Harrison is below the standard so far con-
tributed to this series. With these exceptions
the general level is very high and this volume
most successfully continues a valuable review
of the literature in the field of forensic
sciences. The choice of Curry as overall
editor is plainly a happy one.

K. SiMrson.
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