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in after-treatment, because here the disturb-
ances of sensation—as, for example, after
transection of the spinal cord—will require
the most precise splintage and infinite
patience after operation. Though the book
is not large it is marred by some verbal over-
emphasis. While the line drawings are, with
a few exceptions, clear, their reduction has
been carried rather far.

The illustration of obturator neurectomy
(page 10) is one example of a truly mislead-
ing procedure ; so is that of ilio-psoas
myotomy (page 13). The type of Achilles-
tenotomy shown (page 20) is much less effici-
ent in spastic cases than the old German
method of Vulpius. The need for operations
in the upper extremity is much less frequent
than in the lower limbs. Nevertheless, it
seems extravagant to take bone from the tibia
for arthrodesis of the wrist when there is
sufficient bone in the neighbouring radius
to effect the same purpose.
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These criticisms are small compared with
the high level of work, which reflects the well-
known attention to detail which is charac-
teristic of the success achieved at Stoke
Mandeville in this serious problem of trau-
matic paraplegia, a problem made so much
worse by the recent increase of cases of severe
and multiple injuries.

NoOrRMAN CAPENER.
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Pocket Book of Physical Signs in Medicine.
By H. Fuld, M.D., F.R.C.P.Edin. (Pp. 181
+ix. 25s.) London H. K. Lewis. 1964.

Anyone who attempts to write a book on
physical signs begins with a disadvantage.
“ Hutchinson and Hunter ” has been the
student’s gospel for so long that something
new must have something special to offer.
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Unfortunately Dr. Fuld’s book has not. It
is an efficient, workmanlike review of
physical signs, system by system, and manages
to cover much else besides so as to provide
the necessary background for their interpreta-
tion. It gives an impression of encyclopaedic
knowledge based on many years’ experience
as a practising physician. But it is dull and
uneven in emphasis, inaccurate and out of
date in a number of places, and the English
is not always beyond reproach. The text too
is made up of long paragraphs, sometimes
extending to more than a page, unrelieved by
diagrams (there is one only in the whole book)
or illustrations. The book should have had a
ruthless editor and a more generous publisher,
though one can sympathize with the latter in
trying to keep the price down. My copy was
split along the spine on arrival, a poor
advertisemient for a book designed for the
pocket. :
A. PATON.
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