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Far from being abstruse, the subject matter
is essentially practical. It is divided into sec-
tions dealing respectively with the anatomy,
function, and pathology of the ureter ; the
aetiology and classification of various types of
injury ; the indications for treatment ; and,
finally, a general survey of available operative
procedures. Apart from the well-established
hazards of pelvic and gynaecological surgery
which have undoubtedly increased with the
wider adoption of radical techniques, it is
perhaps not fully realized how often injury
may result from unskilled or injudicious
instrumentation. Simple diagnostic measures
involving ureteric catheterization are not
immune from risk, and attempts at stone ex-
traction provide their own particular prob-
lems. Abnormal ureters and especially those
associated with congenital anomalies are
particularly liable to accident and may require
exceptional treatment if injured.

All these matters, together with damage to
the ureters by irradiation, are fully discussed
in relation to both prophylaxis and manage-
ment. Although some repetition is inevitable
in describing similar procedures for different
forms of injury, this has some advantage in
facilitating rapid reference. Much thought
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has obviously been given to the timing and
choice of treatment where alternatives present
themselves, and the author is to be congratu-
lated on his discrimination and on the excel-
lence of the illustrations which support his
principles. A comprehensive review of the
world’s literature has been included, and the
care with which this has been indexed must
undoubtedly proclaim the work as the leading
reference book on the subject for many years
to come.
J. D. FERGUSSON.
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and deals with the potentialities and limita-
tions of the new methods which have now
been introduced for treating this retinal cata-
strophe. These now include a variety of
techniques, among them exciting a choroidal
reaction to occlude the retinal tear by
diathermy, by electrolysis, and by photo-
coagulation, the latest addition to which has
been the use of lasers. In severe cases the
reduction of the volume of the globe to
approximate the retinal tear and its outer
coats may be obtained by scleral resection ; or
it may be indented by the use of implants or
encircled by rings ; or foreign material, such
as air, saline, silicone, or cadaver vitreous,
may be injected into the vitreous. Many of
these techniques carry some risk, but the
result of doing nothing or too little is blind-
ness. In this colloquium the dangers of these
technical advances and the risks which they
entail are discussed at length, and the speakers
appreciate limits to even the most modern
methods. In a subject so rapidly advancing
and so ardently pursued in many clinics
throughout the world it is of course a pity
that the report of a valuable colloquium held
in 1961 should not reach the press until 1965.
STEWART DUKRE-ELDER.
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