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account of the Coombs test on page 239.
There are also topics on which it is difficult
to find more than the briefest mention, such
as the extrinsic clotting system, ineffective
erythropoiesis, and the requirements for
vitamin Bj; and folic acid—all subjects which
require discussion if a book of this sort is to
have wide appeal. It is difficult to know for
whom this book is principally written.

T. A. J. PRANKERD.
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Textbook of Practical Audiometry. By
Bernhard  Langenbeck,  Translated by
Prancis Bauer, M.D., F.R.C.S.Ed., D.L.O.
(Pp. 213+xiii. 80s.) London: Edward
Arnold. 1965.

British otolaryngologists, few in number, are
intensively engaged in the care of large
numbers of patients, and generally their
departments are inadequately equipped for
comprehensive audiometry. Many deaf
patients attend these departments, and audio-
metry has of necessity to be selective. The
law, industry, and the Health Service provide
litde or no stimulus to improvement, and
indeed it is the occasional research depart-
ment and the individual otolaryngologist that
prod the law and industry to seek higher
standards of care. Consequently British con-
tributions to' audiology, though notable, are
few. Even young otolaryngologists seek their
basic training abroad, usually in the United
States, and on return cannot use their
specialized knowledge. Under these working
conditions Britain must depend on the United
States and the Continent for audiological
studies.

This book, a translation from the German,
is well planned, contains a large amount of
useful information, and is an excellent intro-
duction to Continental literature. Much of
the work is familiar 10 English otologists, but
to many the use ¢! noise in above-threshold
audiometry will be new, interesting, and
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stimulating. The Bekesy audiometer unfor-
tunately receives scant attention. Absolute
audiograms used as illustrations are illu-
minating, but the persistent use of musical
scale notation throughout the text is foreign
and irritating to the English reader. Rule-
of-thumb instructions in the use of an audio-
meter and detailed analyses of illustrative
audiograms make reading tedious though
rewarding. As with many translations the
mode of expression is not attuned to the
English ear, and unfortunately this fault in
style probably could not be eliminated by
rigorous editing.  Therefore, despite its
undoubted value and the publisher’s claim
that this book is a suitable introduction for
the beginner and a textbook for the post-
graduate and advanced student, I cannot see
its displacing any of the better American
texts. Because of the limitations of English
audiometric practice the book may well be
relegated unread to departmental and univer-
sity libraries.
J. D. K. DAWEs.
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Mycopathien. Symposium,  Freiburg/
Breisgau, 1964. Edited by Professor Robert
Beckmann. (Pp. 268 ; illustrated. DM. 58.)
Stuttgart : Georg Thieme. 1965.

This volume contains the proceedings of a
symposium on myopathies, organized by Dr.
Robert Beckman and the paediatric clinic of
the University of Freiburg and held at
Hinterzarten, in the Black Forest, in
September 1964. It contains 24 contribu-
tions covering the whole range of inter-
disciplinary approaches to the myopathies,
with an introductory historical review by Dr.
Karl Thomas, honorary president of the
symposium. The papers and discussions
cover the fields of genetics, biochemistry,
pathology, histology, and electronmicroscopy
in relation to nearly all the important forms
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of myopathy, not only the progressive
muscular dystrophies. Clinical, therapeutic,
and social aspects are also discussed. The
list of contributors includes many who are
well known for their work in muscle diseases
in Europe and North America. All but four
of the papers are in German.

The book suffers less than usual from
the defects inherent in such symposium
publications, and careful editing has resulted
particularly in the suppression of discursive
irrelevancies in the discussions. It can be
recommended as providing an up-to-date
summary of the views of physicians and
scientists actively engaged in research into
these relatively uncommon disorders.

J. B. STANTON.
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The Battle Against Bacteria. A History of
the Development of Antibacterial Drugs for
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B.S., M.R.C.P. (Pp. 102, 22s. 6d. Paper-
back 10s. 6d.) London : Cambridge Univer-
sity Press. 1965.

This little book is a potted history of medical
bacteriology written in  straightforward
language for the layman. The first four
chapters provide a background to those fol-
lowing ; these describe the development of
chemotherapy from Ehrlich to Fleming,
Waksman, and beyond. The story of Flem-
ing and penicillin is treated in most detail
(21 pages). Waksman, streptomycin and
other drugs for treating tuberculosis occupy
another 14 pages. A patient who has greatly
benefited from chemotherapy may feel in-
terested to have presented to him in an agree-
able form the story of the work which led up
to his successful treatment. The photographs
include seven portraits of pioneers in the
field.
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