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headings are inclusive: the inflammatory
types of rheumatism, the degenerative types,
soft-tissue lesions, bone pathology and
disturbances of the phospho-calcium axis,
gout and other metabolic arthropathies,
current trends in clinical research, and sur-
gical advances. In addition there is a chapter
on the newer analogues of cortisone and on
the treatment of bone myelomatosis.

The volume is paper-backed, and though
consisting of 350 pages is not too heavy for
comfort in reading. A few illustrations are
provided and the general effect is pleasing.

W. S. C. COPEMAN.

Autoimmunity

Autoimmunity. Symposium, 5th Congress
of International Academy of Pathology.
Edited by R. W. Baldwin, B.Sc., Ph.D., and
J. H. Humphrey, M.D., B.Chir., F.R.S.
Pp. 100+viii; illustrated. 22s. 6d.)
xford : Blackwell. 1965.

This short book, while it cannot be used in
any way as an introduction to autoimmune
diseases, will be of value to those who wish
to bring up to date their knowledge of some
recent theoretical and practical advances in
the subject, though there are some important
omissions.

L. E. Glynn discusses the interesting work
from his group and elsewhere on the produc-
tion of joint lesions in animals as “ models ”
for rheumatoid arthritis, in particular those
produced by fibrin. J. R. Anderson and
athers describe their work on Sjogren’s syn-
drome and its relationship to other auto-
immune diseases. A study of the Aschoff
body in rheumatic fever from the histo-
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chemical aspect and a consideration of M. H.
Kaplan’s work on anti-muscle antibodies
leads B. M. Wagner, of New York, to doubt
the importance of direct autoimmune
processes in the disease and to consider alter-
native theories of its aetiology. Of special
interest to clinicians are the chapters by D.
Doniach and I. M. Roitt on thyroid, and of
A. E. A. Read on liver diseases, while the
more immunological aspects are considered by
E. J. Holborow (Systemic lupus) and S. M.
Worlledge (autoimmune haemolytic anaemia).
E. J. Irvine gives an account of new work
showing a primarily autoimmune element in
pernicious anaemia, and G. L. Asherson of
work on ulcerative colitis. A short chapter
on the thymus in autoimmunity by D. M. V.
Parrott and J. East concludes a useful book.
There is nothing on neurological diseases,
where admittedly animal models do not
exactly match up with human disease, nor
on myasthenia gravis. On these and other
topics we may expect information in future
immunopathology symposia.

P. G. H. GkLL.

Coagulation and
Bleeding Disorders

Coagulation and Transfusion in Clinical
Medicine. By Shirley A. Johnson, Ph.D.,
and Tibor J. Greenwalt, M.D. (Pp. 203
ii—g )gl; 67s. 6d.) London : J. & A. Churchill.

This small monograph is designed as a handy
guide for both clinicians and house-officers.
There are 12 chapters mainly concerned with
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Illinois : Charles C. Thomas. 1966.
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coagulation and bleeding disorders. The
reasons for the inclusion of inadequate details
of transfusion therapy in other conditions are
not obvious.

The book is written in a pleasant style but
will not be of great interest to the expert on
coagulation, as little new material is included
and most of the information is already avail-
able in greater detail elsewhere. The
chapter on disorders of platelet function is by
far the best, as might be expected. Unfor-
tunately precise technical methods are not
included.

There can be no justification in a small
volume of this type for the lack of conformity
to the agreed international nomenclature for
clotting factors—32 are listed instead of the
agreed 13 and their pseudonyms. In addi-
tion to controversial statements there are a
number which are incorrect—for example, the
level of factor VII falls first only when
smaller initial doses of anticoagulants are
given, factor VIII is generally normal during
pregnancy, heparin does not interfere with
prothrombin times if the clotting time is
under 20 minutes, and only slight reductions
of factors VIII and IX are not detected by
plasma clotting times.

In a rather scanty section on anticoagulant
treatment the authors are willing to make no
preference between coumarins and indane-
diones, regard arguments on the relative
value of heparin and oral anticoagulants as
pointless, and are not prepared to give guide
lines for heparin administration. They
say the goal of therapy should be twofold
or threefold prolongation of the prothrombin
test without observing that with some

thromboplastins this is inadequate and with
others dangerous.

L. PoLLER.
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