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biologically literate.  This slim volume is
all the equipment he needs.
B. BENJAMIN.

Therapeutic Tool

Bone Marrow Transplantation. By D. E.
Pegg. (Pp. 192+vii. 40s) London:
Lloyd-Luke. 1966.

‘The title of this work indicates a monograph
which might be of- interest to one or two
people in a few specialized centres in the
world. Nothing could be further from the
truth. This is a book which should find its
place on the shelves of every department of
physiology, pathology, and medicine in the
world. .

Dr. Pegg has enhanced his reputation con-
siderably by the production of this almost
pocket-size volume. The 192 pages are clearly
written and well illustrated. There are no
less than 744 references, and this gives some
“idea of the diligence of the author in drawing
together the basic scientific information
involved in the process of bone marrow trans-
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plantation and relating it to the clinical
therapeutic attempts so far made.

The first of nine chapters deals not
only with preliminary considerations of
terminology and experimental methods of
bone marrow study but briefly reviews
the history of early experiments in the
use of marrow therapeutically.  The author
then goes on to devote the next three
chapters to exploring our knowledge of the
effects of ionizing radiations and the steps
taken towards successful experimental protec-
tion of animals and man by bone marrow
transplantation, He states categorically in a
chapter on allogeneic bone marrow infusion
(infusion of marrow from unrelated donors)
that whole body irradiation or massive chemo-
therapy cannot be justified as treatments by
employing this method. With regard to
syngeneic bone marrow transplants, 13 that
have been carried ouf between identical twins
are reported. Seven such transplants have
been inpatients with aplastic anaemia and
the others inpatients with acute leukaemia
treated by whole body irradiation. The
aplastic anaemias were the only cases where
this type of treatment seemed justifiable, as in
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spite of irradiation leukaemia. recurred in all
but one of the six cases reported, and in that
case the patient died with marrow aplasia on
day 20. The following chapter on autologous
bone marrow transplantation in man con-
cludes that the disappointing results so far
obtained with this possible addition to cancer
treatment techniques are probably due vo a
failure to recognize the situations in which
they might reasonably be expected to help.

By the end of chapter VII the reader feels
that the short term therapeutic future of
marrow transplantation in man is bleak
except in a few rare cases. The last two
chapters of this monograph, however, by
reviewing the present state of technique of
bone marrow transplantation and low tem-
perature storage bring encouragement for the
future. Such is the diligence and hopefulness
of the researchers that when we learn to recog-
nize which patients are most likely to be
helped, then a useful therapeutic tool will be
ready for use.

Perhaps the most important aspect of all
this work is its by-product—tht study of low-
temperature biology.

J. D. CummMmING.
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