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but in psychotherapy regard symptoms as
signals of a breakdown in important personal
relationships, and aim to train the patient to
manage his crucial social roles.

H. J. WALTON.

Chronic Disease
Epidemiology

Epidemiological Approaches to the Study
of Cancer and Other Chronic Diseases.
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This monograph was issued as a memorial
to the work of Harold Dorn, whose death
in 1963 brought to a premature end a dis-
tinguished career in demography and medical
statistics. It has now been recognized, thanks
to the efforts of Dorn and others, that studies
of the aetiology and prognosis of chronic
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disease can be made only on a prospective
(longitudinal) basis. A greater effort is
required than for cross-sectional prevalence
studies, and the most efficient methods have
still to be worked out. Because Dorn devoted
so much of his energies to these problems,
it was thought fitting that papers selected for
this monograph should be orientated to them.

The first paper appropriately is devoted
to the first results of Dorn’s own observations
of the mortality among Government life-
insurance policy-holders, a study begun in
1954 and designed to show the effects of
smoking on health. This covers eight and a
half years of accumulated data. Other papers
on prospective studies include one by Doll
and Bradford Hill on coronary thrombosis
in relation to smoking, as observed in their
classic follow-up of British doctors, and two
papers by E. C. Hammond (one in association
with L. Garfinkel) on the effects of smoking
on health. There is a group of papers
concerning the British-Norwegian migrants’
study of mortality—that is, comparing the
mortality of migrants and native-born in
Great Britain, Norway, and the United
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States. The aim of these studies is to assess
the roles of host characteristics and enviren-
mental factors in levels of risks for cardio-
respiratory disease and cancer. This is a
massive project of data-management, and is
of great methodological interest, apart from
the findings themselves, which are also rele-
vant both to the problem of population
mobility and to the causation underlying
international variations in mortality. Other
papers are concerned with case-control studies
of leukaemia, the use of cancer registers for
prevalence and prognostic studies, and prob-
lems in the recording and analysis of causes
of death (including a paper by Dorn himself
on underlying and contributory causes of
death).

As the editor William Haenszel remarks,
these papers, though selected as connected
with Dorn’s work, are also “a fair sample
of the present state of chronic disease
epidemiology.” By indicating problems still
unsolved they emphasize the loss of one who
was in the forefront of progress in this field.
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