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‘injuries one or some of the less obvious may
‘be overlooked. Thus a case is cited in which
a man fell from a height of 20 ft. and landed
on his heels. On admission there was an
obvious fracture of an os calcis, but what
was less apparent was that he also sustained
a fracture of a pubic ramus and a compres-
sion fracture of a lumbar vertebra. Tardy
treatment of overlooked injuries may not only
be detrimental to the patient but will possibly
lead to litigation.

Injuries are dealt with in a regional manner
according to the bone, joint, or other parts
of the body which are traumatized, and this
arrangement makes for easy reference. The
clinical illustrations are well selected and of
high standard, but some of the x-ray produc-
tions are not easy to interpret, especially
by an inexperienced casualty officer. For
example, Fig. 25 purports to show calcifica-
tion in the supraspinatus tendon, but this can
hardly be described as “clearly seen.” It
would be an advantage if in some of the
radiological reproductions an arrow was
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inserted to indicate what is meant to be
noted.

The chapter on “ poisons ” gives adequate
advice on the treatment of such cases, which
are occasionally rushed into the casualty
department. What should be common know-
ledge is that there are seven “ information
centres” in the United Kingdom where
immediate and expert advice in cases of diffi-
culty can be obtained. For the convenience
of the casualty officer the telephone numbers
of these centres are listed. Other chapters
are concerned with the treatment of foreign
bodies in various apertures and in the soft
tissues, including the eye ; abscesses in various
situations ; such abdominal emergencies as
may be admitted to the casualty department ;
and modern methods of resuscitation.

One omission, which might be rectified in
further editions, is the treatment of allergic
phenomena which may follow stings by
wasps or bees (or even snake-bite). Patients
so affected may arrive in the casualty depart-
ment in a state of terror and collapse, or
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even near death’s door, and in such cases
prompt and suitable treatment by the casualty
officer is imperative.

The final chapter is a valuable guide to
an inexperienced or nervous doctor who is
summoned to give evidence in a court of law.
It familiarizes him with the routine adopted
by the court, and should ensure that he gives
only such evidence as is required, and then
stops.

As a rule casualty officers have had little
opportunity to gain much clinical experience,
and when puzzled there may be no senior
available from whom they can quickly seek
advice. This handbook, written by a surgeon
who has been closely associated with casualty
work for many years, is a well-arranged and
comprehensive guide to the management of
usual, and some unusual, cases for whom
a casualty officer may be immediately respon-
sible. It is an emphatic “ must” for every
hospital, large or small, which deals with

casualties.
MCcNEILL Love.
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