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Salisbury Infirmary, would be of little interest
except to those who live within the Wessex
region. But, in describing the events leading
to the foundation of the infirmary in 1766
and its subsequent evolution into what is now
the Salisbury General Hospital, the book does
in fact provide a most readable account of
the history of the voluntary hospitals and of
medical progress during the last 200 years.
The infirmary owed its inception to the

18th-century prevalence of smallpox, which
is said to have killed one-tenth of the popu-
lation of the city, and its early history was
no doubt dominated by infectious disease.
Even during the present century it was
necessary to set aside ten beds for the treat-
ment of laryngeal diphtheria, the trache-
otomies usually being performed by the
house-surgeon. The infirmary was proud of
its voluntary tradition, and even today the
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words "supported by voluntary contribu-
tions " may be found engraved on its main
building. But by the 1920s it was clear that
the voluntary hospitals were running into
financial difficulties. Probationer nurses were
working on average a 64-hour week, and
often could not take their weekly day off
because funds were insufficient to provide a
relief. An assistant in the pathology labora-
tory received 5s. a week during his first year.
It became necessary to ask the patients them-
selves to contribute towards their mainten-
ance, and, although the amount-E£ lOs. a
week in 1924-may seem small to us today,
many patients could not afford it, and so an
almoner was appointed to administer a means
test. In this way the voluntary hospitals
managed to survive as independent bodies
until the beginning of the second world war.
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much of interest in this book. For example,
a Dr. Turberville, who lived in Salisbury in
the 17th century, removed an intra-ocular
foreign body by means of a magnet.
Benjamin Brodie, who later became President
of the Royal College of Surgeons and of the
Royal Society, received his early training at
Salisbury Infirmary. Had it not been for
the antagonism of her parents Florence
Nightingale also would have started her work-
ing life there.
The book is attractively produced and is

well illustrated. At so modest a price it
cannot be expected to make a profit, and it is
clear that its contributors had no such inten-
tion. Although busy members of the hos-
pital staff, they gave freely of their time to
write this work and they are to be con-
gratulated on the result.

R. G. RECORD.

Scared to Death. An Examination of Fear,
its Cause and Effects. By J. C. Barker, M.D.,
M.R.C.P., D.P.M. (Pp. 184+vii. 25s.) London:
Frederick Muller. 1968.

Wahrnehmung und Darstellbarkeit von Details
im Rontgenbild. By William A. Dalicho. (Pp.
275 +x; illustrated. £5 8s. Sd.) Leipzig:
Georg Thieme. 1967.

The First Aid Handbook. By A. Ward Gardner,
M.D., D.I.H., and Peter J. Roylance, R.D., M.B.,
Ch.B. (Pp. 174; illustrated. 21s.) London:
Arthur Barker. 1968.

Modern Problems in Ophthalmology. Vol. 6.
First South American Glaucoma Symposium.
Edited by R. Sampaolesi. (Pp. 246. £5 17s.)
London: Academic Press. 1968.

Progress in Clinical Cancer. Vol. 3. Edited by
Irving M. Ariel, M.D., F.A.C.S. (Pp. 369 +xiv;
illustrated. £8 10s.) London: William Heine-
mann. 1967.

Studies of the Development and Decay of the
Human Frame. By Joseph Trueta, M.D.,
F.R.C.S., F.A.C.S. (Pp. 385+x; illustrated.
£6 6s.) London: William Heinemaun. 1968.

Culdoscopy. By Albert Decker, M.D. (Pp.
298; illustrated. £9 7s.) Oxford: Blackwell.
1967.

The Movement of Molecules across Cell Mem-
branes. By W. D. Stein. (Pp. 369 + xvii;
illustrated. £7.) New York and London:
Academic Press. 1967.

The Ultrastructure of the Animal Cell. By
L. T. Threadgold, B.A., Ph.D. (Pp. 313 +xxiii;
illustrated. £5.) Oxford: Pergamon. 1968.

Tlhe Experimental Basis of Gastric Ulcer
Pharmacotherapy. By S. V. Anichkov and I. S.
Zavodskaya. Translated by Alan Huxley. (Pp.
171 +vi; illustrated. 75s.) Oxford: Pergamon.
1968.

The Encyclopaedia of General Practice. Service
Volume. Edited by G. F. Abercrombie, V.R.D.,
M.A., M.D., and R. M. S. McConaghey, O.B.E.,
M.D. (Pp. 199+ix. £2 l0s. De Luxe Version
£2 17s. 6d.) London: Butterworth. 1967.

Contributions to Medicine and Surgery. By St.
Vincent's Hospital Staff, Sydney. Edited by
Thomas Nash, F.R.C.S., F.R.A.C.S., F.A.C.S
(Pp. 216; illustrated. 90s.) London: Butter-
worth. 1966.

Medicine on Trial. By Dannie Abse. (Pp. Les Processus NWvrotiques. By Pierre Marchais.
352; illustrated. 42s.) London: Aldus Books. (Pp. 248. 59 F.) Paris : Expansion Scientifique.
1967. 1968.


