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led me to expect a far more exciting book
than this proves to be. Perhaps we have
been conditioned to expect the spectacular
in relation to cancer in Africa ("Ex Africa
semper aliquid novi"), and to find nothing
startlingly new in this volume is disappoint-
ing. A sober thought indeed is that, despite
the inadequacies of our knowledge of the
epidemiology and pathology of cancers in
much of Africa, as revealed in the book, the
extent of this knowledge far exceeds that for
most of Asia.

F. J. C. ROE.

Mosquito-borne Disease
Anopheline Mosquitoes of Malaya and
Borneo. By J. A. Reid. (Pp. 520 + xiii;
illustrated. Hard cover, £6.) Government
of Malaysia. 1968.

This is an important and eagerly awaited
book with implications for anopheline biology
going far beyond its immediate terms of
reference. It is a fitting tribute to a small
group of workers on mosquito-borne disease,
among them the author, who brought unique
distinction to the Institute for Medical
Research at Kuala Lumpur during the post-
war years.

Although containing much original
taxonomic work, and therefore a must for
the specialist, it makes unusually generous
provision for those with wider interests. It
includes sections on the principles and prac-
tice of taxonomy, the nature of species, the
general anatomy, morphology, and biology of
mosquitoes, and factors affecting the trans-
mission of disease. Under the latter heading
particular attention is paid to techniques for
sampling and epidemiological assessment. A
bibliography containing some 350 references
provides access to further literature should
this be required. The book is well and

lavishly illustrated and, by current standards,
excellent value for money.

P. F. MATTINGLY.

Eminence in Science
World Who's Who in Science. First
Edition. Edited by Allen G. Debus. (Pp.
1855+xvi. No price given.) Chicago:
Marquis-Who's Who Incorporated. 1968.

A question which always arises when a book
of this size and character which has involved
a multitude of people in months, or years, of
hard work is: "Is this book really neces-
sary ? "

There are, of course, many volumes
entitled Who's Who; most are national and
include the most eminent in literature,
science, politics, or pedigree in the country
of publication. Our own does, however,
include a number of top personalities of
foreign countries. There are also American,
European, and international Who's Whos
with similar coverage; yet others confine
themselves to particular professions such as
authors, doctors, clergymen, or the stage.
Britain has none limited to scientists, and as
this volume includes notable scientists " from
antiquity to the present " it has a much wider
range than the normal volumes, which limit
themselves to their own nationals and to those
alive at the time of compilation. We remedy
this by publishing separately volumes of
Who Was Who.
Almost half of the 32,000 entries in the

volume under review are historical. The
answer, therefore, to my opening question is
"yes," and the book will be a valuable
addition to the reference shelves of libraries
used by scientists (which naturally includes
doctors). Selection is the bugbear of the
compilers of any volume like this. Anyone
who is included in the British Who's Who is

apt to be approached by someone who isn't
in but thinks he ought to be with the sly
remark: " How did you manage to get in ?
Which strings did you pull ? "

In a candid preface the editor explains that
he was aided by the advisory council, whose
names are given. Apart from one French-
man, all are North Americans. He also
employed a small army of research assistants
who were graduate students at Chicago
universities working part-time on this project.
Their main task was historical research.
Lists were made of Nobel laureates in
physics, chemistry, and physiology and of
other prizewinners: lists were studied of the
fellows of learned societies and of the staffs
of the scientific departments of universities
and of research institutions. From all these
sources preliminary lists were made of living
people suitable for inclusion. These lists
were examined by the research staff. A
questionary was sent 'to all left in, and the
replies considered by the staff. The prime
test for inclusion was their scientific con-
tribution. The names of dead scientists were
apparently put forward by the research staff
and finally assessed in the same way as the
living. Few British doctors are included.
Presidency of a Royal Medical College or
Fellowship of our Royal Society did not
ensure automatic inclusion.
The particulars given follow a set pattern.

The social sciences such as geography,
anthropology, archaeology, psychology,
sociology, and economics are included.
Clinical medicine does not figure much among
the entries, but, where tested, British pure
scientists of eminence were all there.
The book will be valuable in all scientific

libraries, and no one can fail to admire the
immense labour and scholarship needed to
produce a volume of this size and accuracy.

ALLEN DALEY.*

*Sir Allen Daley died on 21 February.
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