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Instructions to authors

All material submitted for publication is assumed to be
submitted exclusively to the BMJ unless the contrary is
clearly stated. All named authors must give signed consent to
publication. Manuscripts will not be acknowledged unless the
author encloses a stamped addressed postcard.

Priority and time of publication are governed by the Editor's
decision.

Original Articles are usually up to 2000 words long, with no
more than six tables or illustrations; they should normally
report original research of relevance to clinical medicine.
Condensed Reports are short original articles from which data
of little interest to the general reader are omitted, these being
available from the authors on request. Short Reports are up to
600 words in length, with one table or illustration and no more
than five references; clinical case histories and brief or negative
research findings may appear in this section. Side Effects, a
variant of short reports, describe untoward effects of drugs.
Medical Practice articles are mostly written by invitation, but
we welcome reports of 2000 words about the organisation or
assessment of medical work in hospitals and general practice
and about sociological aspects of medicine. Contributions for
the Personal View and Materia Non Medica columns are
always welcome, and should contain up to 1150 and 400 words
respectively. Letters should be of not more than 400 words,
and short letters have a better chance of publication than long
ones. Talking Point, which consists of articles on the organisa-
tion, operation, and planning of medical care, is up to 1500
words long, with not more than four tables or figures.

Manuscripts

Authors should keep one copy of their manuscripts for
reference. Two copies should be submitted, typed double or
treble spaced on quarto or A4 paper; margins of 5 cm should
be left at the top of the page and on its left-hand side. Pages
should be numbered. The title should be brief and informa-
tive. Details of the authors should include their names and
initials, no more than two degrees for each author, and
current appointments. Original articles should conform to the
conventional structure of summary, introduction, methods,
results, discussion, and references. Spelling should conform to
Chambers Twentieth Century Dictionary. Abbreviations should
be spelt out when first used in the text. Numerals under 10
should usually be spelt; those of 10 and over should be
typed as figures except at the start of a sentence (Thirty of the
54 patients . . .). Scientific names giving genus and species
should be italicised (underlined in typescript) with an initial
capital; use abbreviations only after the first mention:
Escherichia coli, then E coli. Scientific measurements should
be given in SI units followed, in the text, by traditional units
in parentheses; in tables and illustrations values should be
expressed only in SI units, but a conversion factor should be
given. A full account of the system appeared in the Journal of
Clinical Pathology, 1974, 27, 590. (Reprints are available from
the publishing manager, BMJ, at 50p.) There are two excep-
tions: blood pressure should be expressed in mm Hg and
haemoglobin as g/dl. Full points should not be used after
contractions or abbreviations: FRCS, 17 g/dl, Dr, et al, etc.
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Statistics, tables, and illustrations

Any statistical procedures used should be detailed in the
methods section of the paper, and any not in common use
should be either described in detail or supported by references.
Two copies of all tables and illustrations should be submitted,
separate from the text of the manuscripts, and legends to
illustrations should also be typed on a separate sheet. Tables
are numbered with roman and illustrations with arabic
numerals. Tables should be simple and brief and should not
duplicate information in the text of the article. Illustrations
should be used only when the data cannot be expressed clearly
in any other way. When graphs or histograms are submitted the
numerical data on which they are based should be supplied, so
that they are available should be the illustration need to be
redrawn. Line drawings should be in indian ink on heavy
white paper or card; any labelling should be on a copy, not
on the original illustration. Other illustrations should usually
be prints, not negatives or colour slides or x-ray films; they
should not be larger than 30 x 21 cm (A4). They should be
trimmed to remove all redundant areas, and an indication of
the top given on the back of the print. Staining techniques
and the magnification of photomicrographs should be stated.
Again, any labelling should be on copies, not on the prints
themselves. Photographs of patients should be accompanied
by written permission from the individual or his parents or
guardian for reproduction in a journal; the eyes should be
masked unless they are the point of interest in the picture,
when the patient's identity should be concealed in some other
conventional way. If any tables or illustrations submitted have
been published elsewhere written consent to republication
should be obtained by the author from the holders of the
copyright (usually the authors and the publishers).

References

References should be numbered in the order in which they
appear in the text, and these numbers should be inserted
above the line on each occasion the author is cited (Manson'
confirmed other reports2-5 . . .). At the end of the article
the full list of references should give the names and initials of
all authors (unless there are over three, when only the first
need be given, followed by et al). The authors' names are
followed by the full title of the journal, with the year of pub-
lication, volume, and page number. Book titles should be
followed by the place of publication, publisher, and year:

Lawson, H E, and Devereaux, Q, J3ournal of Mediaeval Medicine,
1904, 3, 217.

Stansgate, E P J, The Diagnosis of Fevers. Glossop, Harebell Press,
1975.

Proofs and reprints
After acceptance of an article or report the manuscript will

be prepared for press. Manuscripts of articles and reports
should bear the name and address of the author to whom the
proof is to be sent. Most letters are printed without the author
seeing a proof: if the text is heavily edited a copy ofthe revised
manuscript will be sent to the author for his approval. Proof
corrections should be kept to a minimum-proofs are not the
place for second thoughts on literary style-and should con-
form to the conventions described in Whitaker's Almanack.
Reprints are available at cost of any article, report, or letter; a
scale of charges is included when a proof is sent.
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competitiveness of the British bid or response
for a share of the overseas health development
market.

Genetic Manipulation Advisory Group

Mrs Shirley Williams has now announced
the membership of the Genetic Manipulation
Advisory Group recommended earlier this year.
They are, with Sir Gordon Wolstenholme,
OBE, Director of CIBA Foundation as
chairman, Dr J B Brooksby, Professor K R
Dumbell, Professor H J Evans, Mr J A Gilbey,
Dr R J C Harris, Dr Bernard Langley,
Dr J E Lawrie, Mr John Maddox, Professor
K Mather, FRS, Professor M H Richmond,
Professor J H Subak-Sharpe, and Sir Brian
Windeyer. Further members will be appointed
when consultations have been completed.

People in the News

Professor Sir Eric Scowen has agreed to act
as chairman of the Committee on Safety of
Medicines for the time being owing to the
illness of the chairman, Professor Graham M
Wilson.

Sir Cyril Clarke, president of the Royal
College of Physicians, has been awarded the
City of Philadelphia's John Scott medal for his
contribution to the prevention of rhesus
haemolytic disease. Previous recipients of this
award for invention include Orville Wright,
Marconi. Sir Alexander Fleming, and Jonas
Salk.

COMING EVENTS

Royal Society of Medicine-Details of the
January programme are now available fromn the
Sections Officer, Royal Society of Medicine, 1
Wimpole Street, London WIM 8AE. (Tel 01-580
2070.)
Nuffield Department ofOrthopaedic Surgery,
University of Oxford-Details and copies of the
programme in basic sciences of the musculo-
skeletal system, January to March, are now available
from the Nuffield Orthopaedic Centre, Oxford.
South-east Essex Postgraduate Medical
Centre-Details and copies of the programme,
January to April, are now available from the
Centre, Basildon Hospital, Nether Mayne, Basil-
don, Essex. (Tel 0268-3911 ext 3360.)

SOCIETIES AND LECTURES

For attending lectuires mnarked * a fee is charged or a ticket
is required. Applications shouild be made first to the
institultion concerned.

Wednesday, 5 January
ROYAL FREE HosPITAL-5 pm, Professor D G Grahame-

Smith: I he carcinoid syndrome.

Friday, 7 January
INSTITUTE OF LARYNGOLOGY AND OTOLOGY-5.30 pm,
Mr J B Booth: Conservative surgery of vertigo.

BMA NOTICES

Diary of Central Meetings
JANUARY

5 Tues Negotiating Subcommittee (CCHMS),
10 am.

6 Wed Central Committee for Hospital Medical
Services, 10 am.

12 Wed and
13 Thurs Council, 10 am.
18 Tues Joint Consultants Committee (Royal College

of Psychiatrists, 17 Belgra Square, London
SWI), 9.30 am.

20 Thurs General Medical Services Committee, 10 am.
27 Thurs Organisation Committee, 10 am.

Division Meetings to be Held
Memnhers proposing to attend tnceetins marked * are
asked to notify in advance the hotnoraryv secretury
concertned.

Northampton District-At Cripps Plostgraduate
Medical Centre, Thursday, 6 January, 7.30 for 8 pm,
Italian evening.*
Stockton-At Queens Park Medical Centre, Monda.

3 January, 7 pm, meeting to appoint divisional rep-
resentative and deputy to Representative Body.

UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES

NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE
MD-M F Burke, Elizabeth T Hedley-Whyte.

QUEEN'S UNIVERSITY OF BELFAST
Dr R L Miller has been appointed senior lecturer in
general practice.
Dr J W Clarke has been promoted to senior lecturer

in anatomy from 1 October 1977.
Dr W A Fleming has been promoted to senior lecturer

in microbiology and immunobiology from 1 October
1977.

ROYAI COLLEGE OF SURGEONS OF ENGLAND
At an ordinary meeting of the council held on 9 Decem-
ber with Sir Rodney Smith, president, in the chair, the
Honourable Sir Marcus Sieff was elected to the Court
of Patrons.

Sir Rodney Smith was appointed Bradshaw Lecturer
for 1977.
The Gilbert Blane Medal for 1976 was awarded to

Surgeon Captain G J Milton-Thompson, the Hallett
Prize was awarded to Dr M G Gillard, Beglev Prizes
were awarded to Dr M Taube and Dr Joanna Shawcross,
the award of the Evelyn Sprawson Prize of the Facultv
of Dental Surgery to Mr D A Morris and the Fellowship
Prize of the Facultv of Anaesthetists to Dr P J McKenzie
were noted.

ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS OF
EDINBURGH
At a meeting of the council held on 10 December the
following were admitted to Membership: I H Abdelnabi,
K H Abu Galala, T K Al-Hasso, H S N Al-Tikriti,
O Asemota, D K H A Attar, S M A Babar, D V Baliga,
N Basu, A R Bhave, D M Birks, N Blackburn, C R
Cameron, M J T Carr, I J Cartlidge, A T W Chan,
C Chatterjee, J Cumming, N V Doraiswamv, P Drom-
goole, A K A Elbakry, I M El-Farran, S E A A El-
Saharty, M Fouracres, R Carg, H B Georgv, N N Ghali,
C S Grant, T J Grattage, M J Greenall, R T Gregor,
W A P Hamilton, R A EIS Harisha, H I Ismail, S M
Jayakar, M Jelbert, M S Jenvo, I A VI Johnston Tavlor,
A S Kamal, N Y Kanawati, P D Kellv, S A Khan,
Z H Krukowski, E T Miller Lawson, I D Learmonth,
F Lennon, G R Lewkovitz, P J Lloyd, P J Lvndon,
R C Macdonald, J J McMillan, K S Maharaj, I P
Marais, P N Matthews, T Moore, S B Mor, F S Moser,
M A A Nadjat-Shokouhi, R U Nair, K K Nanda,
J B O'Mahony, 0 A Osung, J H Palmer, N B Patel,
F W N Paterson, J Philip, A L Polglase, S Rahman,
D D Ranasinghe, Shahnaz Saeed, H B Salem, S A Salih,
Y F-E Shafiq, R F Shamos, C J Simpson, A Singh,
N L Singh, D V Stanley-Clarke, K T Surendra,
Z B Tabbara, J A C Thorpe, B R Tietjens, D M van der
Merwe, D Venkatesan, P B White, R M Williams,
W S Yeen, V G Yelamali, M Yusuf, M M G E Zayed.

ROYAL COLLEGE OF GENERAL
PRACTITIONERS
The following candidates were successful in the
Membership examination held in November and
December-J T Ackroyd, I D Almond, P N J Appleton,
L E Bacon, M A M Bailey, T R S Bailey, M S Baird,
F Baker, L P Ruth Barbour, R J Barr, J W D Baugh,
T R L Baylev, S A Beaton, R Beazer, D J Belbin,
H J N Bethell, J S Bilkhu, Anne Bird, H C H Bird,
I J Black, D L Blair, S M Booker, J R Bridge, J H R
Brook, K G Brown, A E Bullock, Barbara M Burke,
R J Burn, Frances W Burns, Ann V Buxton. E A
Castle, J E Charlewood, N R Clancy, P D Clifford,
A F Cole, F H Cole, P J Collis, D F Cripps, Angela P
Currie, M H Dale, H G Davies, H 0 Davies, *R N
Da%ies, C W L Dean, R de Soldenhoff, S Dillon, Moya F
Duffy, D W Edwards, B L Elvv, A N Emery, J R D
Esler, R Fawkner-Corbett, Pamela C Fennev, P J Flint,
E M Fox, H Garmany, T J Gill, A D Ginns, M Gorman,
M A Gormley, R W Green, P N Gregson, J B Grogan,
J K Gupta, J Hall, K G Hancock, S G Harris, Audrev M
Harvev, J R Havdon, E Jane Hely, J P Herbert, A F
Hignell, J Hill, D C Hogg, N Holmes, T J M Horsfall,
J R Howard, F P Howarth, R C Hume, Kathlvn R
Hunt, Marilyn B Jaffe, J M Jailler, M A Johnson,
D I R Jones, M M Jones, T S Kaushal, J M Kenworthy-
Browne, G W Knox, A H D Large, D L Leech, R J Le
Quesne, P L Lewis, J Lorimer, J P Livingston, Q G
Livingstone, J M Llovd, J F Lund, *D Christine Lunnev,
R D Lunton, Marv Macbeth, D D McBride, N R
Macdonald, P J McEvoy, P J McKenna, I J McMaster,
N C H McNeil, Mary S Mackle, J Manizion, C R
Martys, Diane M Meehan, H J Missen, C N A Mobbs.
A Morrison, R H Moston, *A J Moulds, D K Movnagh.
D E Murfin, K W Myers, A J Napper, J H Nightingale,
C S Norris, A J O'Donnell, B A F O'Meara, Pauline A
Orr, T Pace, D Peacock, Diane M Pearce, *D B Percy,
J R Perry, R B Pickin, J S Polkinhorn, B 1 Poston,
R M J Price, A J Prisk, J Quarrie, M J Radcliffe,
Vettivelu Rajeswaran, H K Ranu, D S Ratcliffe,

P H Rheinhold, C XW' Richards. S M Roberts, I A
Russell, Jane R Savage, Margaret I. Scott Andrews,
Anne B Shevlin, B A Shevlin, A 1) Shroot, C H Smith,
P' S Smith, R E B Spencer. F.lizabeth M Spolton, N B
Spraguc, P A Standing, P H Stanley. W D Stocklev,
M I) Stoneham, B A Stoner, R I A Swann, Margaret C
Tanslev, *J 1) Temple, J XV 'I'homas, Susan M Thomp-
son, (' G Traill, F C Tring, D J S Triplett, C E
Upton, %' Louise Vaughan-Lewis, S J Waldman,
D G W'allace, K W! Wells, R Welton, R S A While,
B H W'hiting, B Whyte, J Wictome, Maureen J Wilkin-
son, T C Wood, S J Wright, J D Wrout.
*With distinction.

ROYAL COLLEGE OF PATHOLOGISTS
The following candidates have been admitted to
Membership: P U Aghadiuno, J Ahmed, T G Ashworth,
B Azadeh, Nalini Banwar, Gouri Bardhan, A J Black-
shaw, Rose Buchanan, A K Burnett, R A Burnett,
K W Chan, H A Chandler, P Y Chau, B T Colvin,
P E Coode, Margaret A Curran, J M Deguara, P A
Dervan, P Dickens, Sabita Dutt, Margaret M Esiri,
I D Farrell, Jean M Forshall, P G Frost, I H Gibson,
Angela M Gorman, J Grav, P J Green, T Guha, M
Hall, A F Hallett, P Kelehan, J G Kensit, G T G
Knowlson, P J F McHugh, Ann C Macmichael,
Janet R McMurrav, S L Mawer, H G Prentice, R S H
Pumphrev, A A Qirbi, A H M A H Quoraishi, Alice C
Race, J R Read, W H Richmond, D B Rimmer, Frances
M Sanderson, C S Senevrayar, A D Stephens, Deborah
J Sutcliffe, J S Uff, K S Vasudev, R J Von Witt,
Vinev \Wadehra, Beatrix Wonke, J W Wright, Huda M
Zahaw%vi.

ROYAI COLLEGE OF PSYCHIATRISTS
The following candidates were successful in the Novem-
ber Membership examinations-D E N Addington,
R A-R Al-Azzawi, M K H Al-Haddad, I Ali, Mi H Ali,
A-M H Al-Jadiry, M S Al-Joumard, S S A Al-Shakarchi,
M M Al-Yassiri, A D Armond, Jean Aungle, M J Avery,
Pamela M W Barker, C M Bass, Beatrice S Boctor,
G P Brav. I C Buchan, R N Burjorjee, A J Byrne,
R R N Carvalho, C Hung-Kin, N Choudry, Veronica P
Coley, Patricia M Connolly, D A G Cook, D A Curson,
Jov Davies, G Dodds, R E Donoghue, A J Dowling,
A M Dravson, J C T Edeh, E G Ekisa, R C Fieldsend,
R J Finch, A R Fraser, K W M Fulford, G R Gallimore,
H A Gelfer, R D Gillett, P Gravett, R 0 Gurr, P ;
Hardwick, G P Harris, Pauline F Haswell, Susanta K
Hazra, D K Hirst, Grace J K Hodge, S A Hossain,
G W Hughes, P S Hughes, B B Johnston, H G Kinnell,
B W K Lau, I G Lennox, G E Levv, P J Loader,
J P Loebel, M R Lowe, R B Ludlam, J Iynch, N W
McDonnell, D J Macfarlane, A M McFarthing,
P A M Machale, I F Macilwain, R B Malik, M J
Malonev, M Masood, A Master, M A Matin, H Maxwell,
H R Millar, R G Millward, J M Mullin, Jane G B
Newson-Smith, NG Man-Lun. M R O'Connell,
A-E J Okoko, R J P O'Toole, D G C Owens, J J Pease,
Mary Peasezood, Marta M Perez, Sally A Pidd, M Z
Rahman, Davananda Rajapakse, Ann Rankin, P
Raptopoulos, P N Reebye, N J Renton, E B Renvoize,
H P Rosenvinpe, R S Salo, C Scholefield, R C"Scorer,
Carolyn A Selley, Kathlyn V Skinner, W G Smith,
G S Stein. P D Sud, G I Szmukler, E H Tadross,
Margaret E Tavlor, D A Terry, J Troweil, Elizabeth
Tym, .1 Walshe, A A Wafsi, Elizabeth Webb, S
Weerasinghe, H M Wieselberg, D J Will, R J W
Williams, Wong Sai-Woh, Priscilla M Wooldridge,
Yeoh Oon Hock, R A B Young.

APPOINTMENTS

GWENT AHA-The following consultants have been
appointed: Dr A G Karseras (ophthalmology); Dr E J G
Glencross (medical microbiology); Dr G J Griffiths
(radiology).

Notice to authors
When original articles and letters for publication
are not submitted exclusively to the British Medical
7ournal this must be stated. For detailed instruc-
tions to authors see page 6 of this issue.

Correspondence on editorial business should be
addressed to the Editor, British Medical Journal,
BMA House, Tavistock Square, London WC1H
9JR. Telephone: 01-387 4499. Telegrams:
Aitiol(ogy, London WCI. Communications will not
be acknowledged unless a stamped addressed
postcard or an international reply coupon is
enclosed.

Authors wanting reprints of their articles should
notify the Publishing Manager, BMA House,
Tavistock Square, WClH 9JR, on receipt of proofs.

` British Medical Journal 1977

All Rights Reserved. No part of this publication
may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system,
or transmitted, in any form or by any means,
electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording
or otherwise, without the prior permission of the
Britishl Medical Journal.


