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PUBLIC HEALTH
AND

POOR-LAW MEDICAL SERVICEIS.
HEALTH OF ENGLISH TOWNS.

IN thirty-three of the largest English towns, including London, 6,o96
births and 4,658 deaths were registered during the week ending 8satur
last, July 27tlh. The aunual rate of mortality in these towns, which bad
risen fromin 14.8 to 17.9pe i,ooo iu the four preceding weeks, furtherroselast
week to 21.2 per I,ooo. The rates in the several towns ranged from 9.7 in
Croydon, io.8 in Derby. 12.3 in Cardiff, and 12.4 in Halifax, to 300 in
Birkenhead. 30.2 ill Portsmoutl, 3x.7 in Shefflield, and 34.4 in Liverpool.
In the thirty-two large provincial towns the mean deatn-rate was 23.2
per ,oo00, and exceedea by 5 o the rate recorded in London, which was z8.t
per 1,ooo. The zymotic death-rate in the thirty-three towns averaed 69
per x,ooo; In London this death-rate was equal to 5 o per I,ooo, while it
averaged 8.i in the thirty-two provincial towns, rimong which the
highestzymotic deathi-rates were 10.7 in West Ham and in Burnley 11.7 in
Leeds, 12.2 in Birkenhead, 13.7 in Portsmouth, 14.1 in Sheffield, and I7.I in
Liverpool. Measles caused a death-rate of z.z in Birmingham, 1.4 in
Gateshead, J.6 in West Ham, and 2.3 in Birkenhead; whooping-cough
of LI in Suilderland. 1.3 in Brighton, and 1.7 in Swansea; and diarrhieal
diseases of 7.6 in Nottingham and in Gateshead, 7.7 in Manchester, 7.8
in Preston, 8.5 in West Hiam, 9.4 in Birkenhead, 9 6 in Burnley, Io.8 in
Leeds, 12.4 in Sheffield, I3.2 in Portsmouth, and I6.z in Liverpool. In
none of tlhe thirty-tlhree towns did the death-rate from scarlet fever
orfrom "fever" reaclh I.o per I,oo. The 68 deaths from diphtheria
in the larre towns included 28 in London, q in Sheffield, and 4 in
Salford. No fatal case of small-pox was registered either in London,
or in any of the thirty-two large provincial towns. The number of
small-pox patients under treatment in the Metropolitan Asylums Hos-
pitals on Saturday last, July 2sth, was xi, against numibers increasing
frOlml I to T4 on the five preceding Saturdays; 2 new cases were admitted
during the week, against 2, 6, and 5 in the three preceding weeks.
The number of scarlet fever patients in these hospitals and in the
London Fever Hospital, which had been 2,918 and 2.907 at the end of
the two preceding weeks. had risen again to 2,974 on Saturday last; 374
new cases were admitted during the week, against 363, 324, and 371 in the
three preceding weeks.

HEALTH OF SCOTCH TOWNS.
DuRiNG the week ending Saturday last, July 27th, 988 births and 5s67
deaths were registered in eight of the principal Scotch towns. The
annual rate of mortality in these towns, which had been 19.0. 18.4, and
27.2 per x.coo in the three preceding weeks, rose again last week to 17.8
per z.ooc. bult was 3.4 per I,ooo below the mean rate during the same period
in the thirty-three large English towns. Among these Scotch towns the
death-rates ranged from 14.2 in Aberdeen and I5.r in Dundee to 22.8 in
Leith and 22.9 in Greenock. The zymotic death-rates in these towns
averaged 4.2 per I,ooo, the highest rates being recorded in Leith and
Greenock. The 27I deaths registered in Glasgow included iI from
measles, 4 from scarlet fever, - from whooping-cough, and 36 from
diarrhoea. Three fatal cases of whooping-cough) and Ix of diarrhoea were
recordedin Edinburgh. Five deaths from measles and xirfrom diarrhoea
occurred in Dundee; and 8 from diarrhoea in Leith, 5 in Paisley, and in
Greenock.

MEDICAL NEWS1
PROFESSOR M'CORMICK, of Dundee University College, has

been appointed Secretary of the Carnegie Trust. at a salary of
,£8oo per annum.
LEGACY TO ST. ANDREWS UNIVERSITY. BY the will of the

late Miss Malcolm, sister of Sir James Malcolm of Balbedie, a
sum of £4,ooo has been bequeathed to St. Andrews University
for the purpose of establishing medical bursaries or scholar-
ships.
EDINBURGH ROYAL INFIRMRRY.-At their meeting on Mon-

day, July 8th, the Managers of the Edinburgh Royal Infir-
mary appointed Dr. Dawson Turner Medical Electrician to
that institution, vice Dr. Milne Murray, resigned. Dr. Hope
Fowler was at the same time appointed Assistant Medical
Electrician.
p THE SOCIETY FOR THE STUDY OF DISEASE IN CHILDREN.-
At the annual general meeting of this Society, held in Lon-
don on July 26th, Dr. A. E. Sansom in the chair, it was stated
that during the past session the membership had increased
from 102 to 237 members. A volume of reports will be issued
shortly. The following office-bearers were elected at the
meetiDg: Drs. Henry Armstrong, Henry Ashby, Fletcher
Beach, James Carmichael, Edmund Cautlev, Wayland
Chaffey, Leonard Guthrie, Robert Hutchison, 5harles Mac-
alister, John McCaw, Lewis Marshall, Ernest Sansom, George
Shuttleworth, George Sutherland, Frederick Taylor, James
Taylor, Charles Willey, and Dawson Williams, and Messrs.
Watson Cheyne, Walter Edmunds, Francis Jaffrey, Robert
Jones, Betham Robinson, and Alfred H. Tubby were appointed

members of the Council. Mr. R. Clement Lucas was ap-
pointed Honorary Treasurer and Mr. Sydney Stephenson,
Dr. George Carpenter, and br. Theodore Fisher Honorar
Secretaries.

MEDICAL VACANCIES.
The following vacancies are announced:

AYR COUNTY HOSPITAL-Hous8ureon. alry. 70 r annum with residenc
bord, and wahing. Applictions to the Sectary by Augst 7n.

BBTHNAL GREEN INFIRMARY Oambrkige Road, N.M.-Firat Asaitant Xedic
dies; unmarried, Salarat tbe ate of £150peranum. wntb board. odging. and

washing. Aypplications, on forms provided, to be at the Medical Supermntendent
by August Stl

BIRMINGHAM GENERAL DISPENSARY.-Reldent Sur ; unar ala.
Lin mr~Eum.,and allowane of £80 per annum for cab ut. with turnh rooms,sito. s to th Secrtay bh September 9th.

BIRMINGHAM AND MIDLAND SKIN AND URINARY HOSPITALL-BurgIca Assla-tnt Honorarium at the rate ot So guinas pe annum. Applia"tions to the

DI IGRAM WORKHOUEB INFIRMAY.-Assistant Resident Xedic Officr.
ary. £1100 perann. with furnished apartmente, ratios et. Applictios, on

f-umsprovided.to be nt to tbh Clerk to the Guardan, Zrih Otlce. Ed-mun
et, Birmingham. by August 10th.

BRADFO D POOR-LAW UNION.-Seond Assistant Xedica "dicer for the HosGtal
and Workhouse; unma S £10 er um wi h prescribed rat Ionh
aatments, and shiy. Appica&tions to -eVlerku to the Guardians. 2. Manor=ow. Brdford. by August 18th.

BRBOON INFIRMAIY.-Hesident HoueSurgeon. Uawy. £100 Pe annunm, with
residence, board.eto. Application to Secetary by August 14th.

BRIDGWATER INFIRMARY.-Hous&Surgeon. SalRy. £0 per annum, with boad
and rtesience. Appliations to the Honorary .

BRIGHTON, HOVB, AND SUSSBX THROAT AND EAR HOSPITAhL-Non-resent
House-8urgeog,. Appointment for six months. Salary at the rat of £75 per Annum.
Applications to Secretay.

BRISTOL GENERAL HOiPIT4L.-Casualty Aistant HousSurgeon. Salary, £50 per
annum, with bard and residence. Applications to Secretary by August 7th.

BUXTON: DEVONSHIRE HOSPITAL.-Aslstant HousSurgen Salary, 5p.
nnm. with furished apsrtments. board, and washing. Applications, enrs
Asistant House-Surgeon." to be ssnt to the Secretary.

CANTERBURY: KENT AND CANTIEUBURY HOSPITAL-Asistant Houe-Sureo.
Salary. £0 per annum, with board and lodging. Applio to Secretary by August

CARDIFF INFIRMARY.-HonorAnsathetiat. Applations,endorsed "Anthetst"
to be sent to the Secretay by Augut 5th.

OITY OF LONDON HOSPITAL FOR DISEASES OF THE CHEST, Vitoria Park B.-
beoond House-Phystican. Appointments for six months. Salary at the rate o M
pwr annum,with board, residence, and washing. Applications to the Sece0tary1
August 6th.

COLCHESTER: EXETER AND COLCHESTER HOSPITAL.-House-Surgown. Salary,
£100 per annum, with board, residence, and washing. Applications to the Secretary
by August 30th.

DEN BIGH: DENBIGUSHIRE INFIRMARY. - Hous-urgeon. Salary, £100 pr
annum to commence, with board. residence, and washig. AppicatIons tome
Seretary.

DENBIGH: NORTH WALES COUNTIES LTJNATIC ASYLUM.-,-Second Assist5M
Medical Omeer. Salary commencing at £120 per annum.rising 10 100, withord,
residence and washig. Applications to the Clerk to the Visitmg Committee b
August PAth.

DEVON'OlT: ROYAL ALBERT HOSPITAL.- Assistant Hoeugeon. Appoi
ment for six months. Salay at the late of £50 per annum. with board, lodg ,
washing. Applications to the Chairman of the Medical Committee.

DUDLEY: GUEST HOSPITAL.-Assistant House-Surgeon. Appointment for asi
montba. Salary at the rate of £40 per annum, with reidence. board. and washing.
Applications to the Secretary byAut 8th.

EDINBURGHI: CRAIQLEBITT POORHOUSE AND HOSPITAL.-Relidfnt Medical
Omeer. dalary at the rate of £8oo ter annum. with board and arartments Applies.
ti"us to the Clerk. Parish Council Chambers CabtLe Terrace, Edburgh, bySeptembsr
2nd.

EXKlNSTER: DEVON COUNTY ASYLUM.-Third Asistant MedicalOfficer. Salary,
£11 per annum. with board, residence, etc. Applications to Medical buperintenaent.

HULL ROYAL lJPlMAY.-(1) Casualty Offlcer. (2) Junior Assistant House-Su
geon. saiar, x Per annum. witb hoad and lodging in each case. Appl
to te hairman of the Rous Committee.

IPSWICH: EASf SUFFOLK AND IPSWICH HOSPITAL-Second Hous-Surgeon.
Salary,£8 per annum,with board, lodging, and washing. Applications to Secretary.

ISLINGTON PARISH.-Denttst for the Schools at Horensey Road. Salary, £0 per
annum, Applications to the Clerk, Guardians' Offilces, St. John's Itoad, UPpp
Holloway, N., by August lSth.

LINCOLN COUNTY HOSPITAL-Asistant House-Surgeon. Appointment for si1
months, but eligible for re-election. Ionorarmm £25 for six months, with bord
residence. and wasbing. Applications to the Sereta by August1th.

LIVERPOOL BYB A.ND E4t lNFIRMARY.-Out-patient Assistant and Pathologist.
Applications to the Secretary by August 20th.

NEWCASTLE.ON-TYNE: HOSPITAL FOR SICK CHILDREN.-MaleResidentMedial
oticer. Salary, £180 per annum, with board, lodgings, and laundry. Applications to
the Secretary.

INOTTLNGRAM GENERAL DISPENSARY.-Assistant Rlesdent Surgeon; Un-
married Salay, lfI per annm inrasing by e10 yearly with funished
aspient.aetc. Applicatons to the Seretary. Mr. X1.1 L t nJourna

aRbNottingbani.
OXFORD COUNTY.-Xedical OMcer of Health for the combined districts. Salary, £5

per annum. Applications to Mr. A. 0. Higgs, Solicitor, Woodatock, by August t;th.
PRESTON ROYAL INFIRMARY.-Assistant House Surgeon. Salary. £60 per annu,

with boad, lodging, and washing. Applications to the Secretary by August 8th.
ROYAL EYE HOSPITAL, Soutbiwark. S.H -(1) Hous-urg. Salar 5 inear

annum, with board and residene (2) Clinl Asstante. Apltios to
becretary for (1) hy Augustllst.

RUBBRY HILL ASYLUM. Burnt Green, Woreestersbth -Junor Assstant Xedicl
Oficer. Comm.ncing salary. £1:11 per annum, with board, furnished apartments,
etc. Applications to the Medical Superintdent.

SHI&FFI ILD ROYAL INFIRMARY.-(I) 8enior Assistant House-5urgeon. (2) Junior
Assistant House8urgeon. (1) salary, £80 per annum. with board. lodging. and
washing. (2) Salary. £7pe anum, with board, lodging, and washing. Applica.
tions to Secretary by August 17th.

SHREWSBURY: SALOP INF1lXARY.-HouseSurewn. Salary £i10 pwr annum,
witb board. wahing. and residence. Applications to the Board oV Directors.

SOUTHAMPTON: ROYAL SOUTH HANTS AND SOUTHAMPTON HOSPITAL-
Junior Hous-SurgeonL Salary, £5 per annum, with rooms, board, and washbig.
Appieatlors to secrtary.

STAFFORDSHIRE COUNTY ASYLUM.-Junior Assistant Medical Offieer; unmarried,
and under 30 years of age. Salary 41150 per annum, with board, lodgi, etc. A pli-
cations to the Medical buDerintend'ent.

SYDNErY UNIVERSITY.-Professorshpi of Pathology, not more than 40 yes of ae
Salary, £S9Oper annum, and £140 allowed for passge expens. Applications to ua
Agent-General for A.ew bouth Wales, 9, Victoria Street. London, b.W., by Septem
14th
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TAINTON AND SOMERSET HOSPITAL-Asiestn ouse-SurgiL,Ap-stment for
siinx B r a the rate of to p annum. with board, wa .
Appilcateento Secrtay.

TO9}IYNRAN HOSPITAL, N.-Snior RsddestMeda Oleer. nor£1 er a
Wt bcad. resdence a laundry. Apctns to te m U J
Cen_lttoe by Augut 1h.

TRJURO: ROYAL OOJLNWALL INFIRMARY.-Houareon; . a
1'M per annum, increasin by liSa year, with bet a t. Ap

SO the Secretary.
WAKINIFLD; OLAYTON HOSPITAL AND WAKE:IELD GUNUIRAL D1SP3NSA=.Junior HouseMur unmarid. Salary to per annam. wth beard,

an Washing. Apliicatlons to the Honorary bhertar by August 7th.
WEJ: OMBRISET AND BATH LUNATIO ASYLUM.-Mdical t.

commencing esilr annum, wnth tumishd boue A lo . Ap
itemthe Clerk to thle VtinaCommittee by August 6th.

WT BIROMWICH DISTRIOT HOSPITAL-ltsident Juniw Houeoge Saly.
0 per annum, with board, lodgi*g, wahin a A to the

WM BROMWICH UNION.-Assistant Medicl Ofcr fo the Workhous A In-
*ilary unmarried. salary. £15 pwr ann an £100 pe anum in lieu of &ort-
eats, hoard.ust. A Assistant Mdica Olfier," to be seat to

th Clerk by August 0th.
WEST HAM HOSPITAL, Strtord H -Junlor HISurgeon. einy. J7A saamM

with board, ridene, etc. Aplictin to Sectay.
WHITEHAVEN ANDW T CUMSBILLAND INFIRMARY.-Houe.Srxe

12 pe yew. and M for dispensin, with lurnished t and tt
Aplications to the Secetary by August 10th.

WOLVERHAMP ON AND STAFFORDSHIRE GENRtALAHOSPITAL-Il) Asitat
House-3urneoa. 12) Assistant Hou-Physician. Appointmet for six months.
Hasrarium at the rate of £75 pe annum will be given With boad, lodging. And
wahing in eah ease. Ap to Secretary by August 12th.

WOLVERHAMPTON EYE INFIRMARY.-House-Sureon Appintment for twelve
months 8lry. perannum_, with rooms, boad. and was A to
Sereary by August th.

WORCB ER GEBNERL INFIRMALY-Assistant Hou-seSureon. Saly, 70Wpr
num, with boar,residene, and washig. Applicti tothe Secetary by Augut

MEDICAL APPOINITMENTS.
ALL W T D.. M.B.. Bb.O lU L po ted Medicl Offlocr for the 4th Disrot of

the h of LiveroL S. Cdwell, M.LC.S. resined.
B s, B. W., LLL.P.I.. LF.P.S.Glasg., ppolntedt)lstrctMeclOl 0 to the Liver.

Pool Union. vei Dr. Caldwell, resigned.
BuCd. A H F RLOS..S .IMC.8C L.LC.P., appointed Hnerry Surgento the Brighton,

Hrilve ana Muse Throat aul Ear Hospitl
B'ueass. Arthur H., F.RLC.S.En. M.B. Ch.. M.8c.Vet.. appointed Surgica Officer

ad edl Supintndent of the MnhetorCancer Pavilon and Home.
HOLLIs. H.. M.D.. appointed Medial Offier for the Wellingborough Dlitrict and the

Workhons of the Vellinborough Union; alo Vacnation Offoer, ce W. W. Clark,
M.D., regned.

HRUcKsONr, A. J., M.A., M.B.. C.M.. appoind Honorary Assitant-Surgeon to the
Brighton, Hove, and Susms Throat and Ea Hospital

JOENSON. Alice Vows. L.LC.P.&S.ldin., LSA.Lond., M.D.Brux., appointed Junior
edil Ofir to the Joint Counties Asylum, Carnarthen.

MAC sMCXY. Helen M D.Toronto. apoted a Resident Medical Asistnt to the
General ospital. toronto, an.

MARTINEAU. A. J.. F.R.C.S., M. C.S.. L.RC.P., appointed Elmorary Assitant-Surgeon
to the Brigbton, Hove. and Susse Throat and Er Hospital

MUAE, J. W.. LLC.P., L.B.C.8.E., appointed AsatantEesident Surgeon to Nottingham
ee Dispensary.-

IRos. Gore A. XMB , Ch.B., 1.P.C., late Senior Assistant Cumberland and Westmor-
landAsylum.(5ariisie,appomted 8eniorAssistaut, Dorset CountyAsylum, Dorchester,
in plaeofot Dr. Davdson, resigned.

SZNCLAIR. Miss A. B., M.B., Ch.B.. appointed Residsnt House-Sureon to the Carlisle
Dipeary, vic Dr. Bower, resigned.

SXIYK, T. Rudolph X.B.. F.R C.8., appointed Honorary Surgeon to the Stockton and
Thornaby Hospital

TAUNTow, J. Godfrey C. M.C.Eng.. L.C.C.P.Load., appointed Honorary Surgeon to
St. Barthetomew's H'ospital. Roheter.

Twoxsow. StClair, M.D.. X.R.O.P.LoDL. F.R.C.S.Bnw., appointed Asistant Physician
for Dsase of the Throat to KiDg's College, Hospital.

Taums. Bdward, X.RLC.S., L.LC.P., appointed Honorary Consulting Surgeon to the
Brighton, Hove, and Sussx Throat and Ear Hospital.

WA DE. Wilftid'B., X.D. M.R.C.P., appointed Assistant-Physician to the Hospital for
Diseases of the Skin. hla rs. London.

BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS.
The charge for inserting anunments of Birth., arriages, and Death is
Sf. 6., wehich sum shoud be forwarded in post-olce orders or stamps th
the ntic not aer tAan Wednsday morning, in order to ensure inertion in
th curren isue.

BIRTHS.
CALNy.-On July 29th, at Colvflle House, BlRing, the wife of Guthrie Novllo Caley,

M.D.. M.S.. of a so
EDwA3Ds.-On July 29th. at SI, Peckham Road the wife of Francis H. Edwrds,

M.D., MLLC.P., ot a en
LmDAJL.-On July 25th, at Clyton, 68. City Road, Birmingham, the wife of W. Tracy

Iydall, M.D.. X.RC.S., LLC.P., of a son.
Xoouu.-On Jul2t Uppr Pembroke stret, Dublin. the wife of George A.

Moore, XD., apta RA.C., of a son.

MARRIAGES.
LXANGwrL-HoLMU5.-At the Parish Churh. Alcastor Malbis York onm Jul 27th, by

the Rev J. IL Kehle, Hamilton Orbame angWill, M.D.. #.RC.1..,B , Hermitage
Place. Leith, to Amy. third daughter of the late George Julius Holmes, York.

STAzz-FRouDL-0n July nthb at Marylebone Parish Chureh. by the Rev. Cecil Wood,
Ewen Cartbew Stabb, P.R.C S o S7 Queen Anne Street. W,, eldest son of Willam
Henry Stabb. of nlfracombe, to MomaiLangworthy, daughter of thelate James Henry
Proude, of Nowent, Gloucester.

DEATHS.
XZNEICK-JoNUs.-July 28tbh at Rronheulog Llanrhaladr Oswestrr. suddenly of

ope, M th lovd wife of J. kerieJones, IL..C.P.& .EL, L.F.P.S.G.
Ibeply tape L Interred at Llarhaiadr July 30th.

MUNCAd?UL-JUlyL9thk at Tho Mount, Halifax James Hannay Munastwr, B.A.Cantab.,
M.B.LoLd.

ScowcOsT.-On July 10thb, 120, at his residence, OSkleig1 Great lver Bolton, Jobn
Edwin Scoworoft M.D., Mayor ot Bolton, surgeon-Captain 2nd V. B. V if. L. Regi-
m Aged56year

WOOD.--f July W". aged 55 es Joseph Wood, M.D.. B..Durh..o t Riff
House, Livereedge. se on op or. Abert Wooi,ot Bl ool (late of Oldham), and
the deari belovd husband of Nararet H. Wood, only daughter of the late Mr.
WMiam Edwad Taylor, of Newaste

LETTERS, NOTES, AND ANSWERS TO
CORRESPONDENTS.

OOMMUIICATIONSwso tlugf lBEditorial niatters should he addressed to the Editor, 1, Axar
bre, Strand.WX.C.,LoidoU;*thuse cocerning busiless matters. advertiseenAtS. nun-
ddiveryofthe JOUMNAL. e., should be to the hManaer, at the Odme.MU.
Jtrno W.V., London.

OaI;N 4L AUtliri LItS and LETTERtS wwiarded fbr publiruthon are uiderstood to be
Wfd to te iMIlTISHAExDICAL JOu aNAL alone. Ik/"e owulrury be stated.

AVIKoRs desiring rupriuts of theit articies pu1lblished iil thbe SMITISH MEDICAL JOtRNAL
ae requested to couwliuicate with the Manager. 4:9. Strand, W.U.. ou receipt ot proof.

O oER VOBEXVNTS who wish notice to be takein ot their connititiuicaiious should authenti-
eats themu % ith their uames-of outrse uut i.aessar,ly for ptihicatioli.

COEsOPoNDENTS not answered are requested to look at the Notices to Correspondents
of the foliocing week.

MANUScRaPTS FORKWARDED TO THE OFFICIE Or THIS JOUIINAL CANNOT UNDUS ANT
OIECUM5TANCES SE iETULtNIED.

IX order to avoid delay, it is particularly requnested that ALL letters on the editorial bus&
eSs Of the JOURNAL be addrebsed to the Editor at t.e Ofice ot tue JOURNAL. Enot

at his private house.
TELEBSAPRIC ADDSEss.-The telegraphic address of the EDITOR of the EIU
MEDICAL JOVUNAL is Aitiology, Lomton. The telegrapliic address ot the MANXAGB
of Xh BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL 58 Articetate. hopmio.

" Queries, answers, and communication relO,diti to ubjects to whh
peCal dertens of te BRBTIsH MEDICAL JOURNAL ate devoted eiU 0
fond undr their respetive heading8.

BUJERIES.

N. S. wishes to know of a country cottager coriipetent to take in a bed-
ridden man. S.W.R. or G.W.R. if possible.

SEzUM writes: Can any reader give me any information regarding
" Hemosepsin," and how it is used ?

SALIX NIGRA asks if anyone can tell him of a substitute for salicylate of
soda-a drug reasonable in price, capable of producing all the anti-
rheumatic and antiseptic effects of the soda salt, and yet free from
its disagreeable sweet taste, nauseating effects, and dangerous im-
purities.

SPzs would be very glad to hear, through the medium of the BRITISH
MEDICAL JOURNAL, of any suitable institutions. preferable in the
neighbourhood of Lincolnshire, for a poor patient suffering from
phthisis. A fee such as £2 28. a week. which appears to be the minimum
of those sanatoria advertised in the BRaiTSH MEDICAL JOURNAL, would
be prohibitive in this case.

XENOPHON would be glad if any member will kindly inform him wbere
a simple soft wire or other nostril dilator inay be obtained. It is
required for a patient whose alie nasi fall inwards like valves during
respiration, thus necessitating moutlh breathing. But for this there is
plenty of room in the nostrils. Also, could suitable chin-straps be
obtained at the same place to keep the mouth shut ?

TREATMENT OF POLYMYOSITIS.
AJAX would like adviee in treatment from any brother practitioner who
hashad experience of polymyositis. His patient, a lady, had an attack
of arthritis commiencing last summer. The attawk proved very resistent
to treatment, and lasted six months or more. The baths of Droitwich
hot-air treatiiient, rubbings, massage, and other remedies seemed of
very doubtful value. The artlhritis during the last three months has
been in abeyance, but occasionally during the attack various muscles
became much enlarged, very tender and painful, and at present this
condition is the chief symptom. The armiis are bandaged, and various
drug, have been used with no marked benefit. The symptom is well
described in recent literature, but treated is carefully excluded.

ANSWERS.

MOSQUITOS, MALARIA, AND THE CASTOR-OIL PLANT.
DR. STANFORD HARRIS (Guimar, Teneriffe) writes: In answer to the query
re mosquitos and castor-oil plant, in the BRrrISH MBDICAL JOURNAL for
June ISth, p. 1527, I beg to state that although the plant grows in this
island mosquitos are not uncommon, although by no means the pest
they are in tropical countries.

DAvIDSON'S OPTOxETER IN GENERAL PRACTICE.
M.D. writes: In reply to * R. W.," I have used Davidson's optometer dur-
ing the past four or five years, and I find it to be all that the inventor
claims for it I knew nothing of the subject before I had the instru-
ment, but after two lessons from Mr. Davidson, careful reading of his
book of instructions, and a little practice I soon became able to correct
the more ordinary errors of refraction.

CARBON MONOXIDE POISONING.
SEToN.-The literature relating to carbon monoxide-poisoning is of a very
considerable extent, but the most recent information is contained in
the following papers and books: Report of the Water-gas Committee, Tg,9;
Report bv Professor Le Neve Foster on the S'eaefell Mine Disaster; Report by
Dr. Hdalle on the Causes of Death in Collier. Explosions, T896 (these Par-
liamentary papers can be obtained from Evre and Spottiswoode. East
Harding Street, E.C.): series of papers by ilaidane, .oufrnal of Physiology,
2893-1900: Lorrain Smith. BRITISH MEDICAL, JOURN-AL, 1899. i. P. 780;
Sachs, Die Kohlenoxyd-Ver.qiftungq I900; Mosso, La Respirazione neUe
Gallerie e l'Azie deU Ossido di Carbone, rgoo.

FORMALIN AS A PRESERVATIVE.
W. T. G. asks if formalin is dangerous when used as a food preservative,
and, if not, in what proportion it might be added, say, to milk?

s,* Professor Halliburton concluded, from experiments (published in

the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL, JUIY 7th X900 P. 2) conducted in vitro,


