1328

Tmx Berirum !
MzuDICAL JOURNAL

PRIVATE ASYLUMS AND THE LUNACY ACT.

[Nov. 13, 1904

from the opposite ‘should:er is a short strap fixed in the centre

of the top of the sack with a hook to fix on the waist-belt, and

thus take off some of the weight from the sling.
For carrying additional small articles of clothing, the
soldier.has a long sack (Fig. 7), about 9 in. in width and 6 ft.

long, open at each end, and stitched across at its centre, so-

as to» make two bags. It is worn over one shoulder like a
bandolier, the ends being tucked under the waist-belt at the
opposite side. It reminds one of the expedient resorted to
occasionally in this and some other European countries by
the labourer on the tramp, who stuffs his belongings into the
legs of his spare pair of trousers, and then, ‘closing the waist
and tying the legs together at the end, slings his improvised
kit bag over his shoulder ¢r banderole.

The water bottle, canteen, and mess tin (Fig. 9) are of
aluminium, the first two being blackened outside ; the mess

tin fits inside the canteen like a tray. The rice ration is

carried in the small grass box shown in front of the mess tin.

The copper Chinese camp kettle, also shown in Fig.o9,isa’

very practical contrivance. It has double sides ; the water
poured into the outer jacket is heated by burning charcoal in
a small stove in the centre of the vessel, air being admitted
by the lateral aperture near the bottom, through which also
the ashes can be extracted. With this water can be boiled
even in a gale. and the Japanese soldiers have realized its
value in campaigning and use it very generally.

Foop.

Of the various samples of food the rice-ration ready boiled,
and the biscuits—consisting of wheat and rice flour, with a
few grains of millet seed to Qrevent it from becoming too
hard—are specially notable. Vegetables of various kinds—
sliced potatoes, carrots, beans, sliced gourd, etc.—are
thoroughly dried, thus ensuring preservation and diminished
weight. Tea and salt are both in solid cakes or cubes, and
various meats and fish are in hermetically-sealed tins. Even
fodder for the horse is prepared, like the vegetables for the
aen, by drying.

* STRETCHERS.

In addition to these articles of outfit and food Miss McCaul
has brought over two military stretchers, which are worth
-close and detailed inspection. The poles are of bamboo, and
the weight of the stretcher complete (12 1b.) compares favour-
ably with the much heavier stretcher in use in the British
army. Thesupports or runners are particularly ingenious and
simple. When the stretcher is folded they double on to the

poles, but when it is opened their weight causes them to fall -

perpendicularly under the framework of the stretcher, and a
loose metal ring then slides down and locks them in position.
A metal frame at each end of the body of the stretcher
supports a cover at a comfortable height above the patient.
Each transverse comes in two in the centre, and the cover-
frames or supports are hinged in the centre for folding.

PRIVATE ASYLUMS AND THE LUNACY ACT.

WE have received from Mr. E. D. Farmar-Bringhurst,
F.R.C.8.,, a statement with regard to the circumstances
under which he has been deprived of a licence held by him
for a private asylum jn the county of Herts, which appears to
show that he has suffered a substantial injustice. He informs
us that he applied in the usual manner to the justices of
8t. Albans at quarter sessions on June 14th last for the annual
renewal of the licence which he held, with a view to trans-
ferring the licence and effecting a sale. The solicitor who
presented his application has reported as follows :

After some discussion the Chairman suggested that the application
‘be adjourned to the adjourned quarter sessions on July 18th, and that
‘in the meantime a proper notice of transfer should be served and
plauns Jodged. .

The Hon. A. Holland- Hibbert, however, strongly opposed the renewal
-of the licence, and he moved as an amendment that the renewal be
yefused. This motion was eventually carried by g votes to 6, and the
4icence is therefore cancelled.

The licence expired on July 2s5th, the termination of the
thirteen months for which such licences are usually granted.
The licence had been in force since 1845, but under the Lunacy
‘Act of 1890, Section 207 (6) it would appear that it cannot now
be renewed. Mr. Farmar-Bringhurst informs us that no fault
has ever been found with his management of the asylum
either. by the local visiting justices, the Commissioners in
Lunacy, or the Lord Chancellor’s visitors; but, on the
contrary, all observations have been of a favourable character.
Thé refusal to renew the licence has involved Mr. Farmar-

Bringhurst in a gerious loss. ~He states that he paid £2,560
to the former owner of the house, and that he has spent some
43,000 in alterations and improvements. o

In reference to the above statement, we consider it
desirable to deal briefly with the case disclosed therein.
Assuming the facts to be sufficiently and accurately stated
and subject to any modification of view which would arige
from our knowledge of countervailing facts, ‘we -certainly
think that our correspondent’s case is a very hard one, calling
for inquiry, and if possible, for rectification. We especially
refer to the statement of our correspondent that no fault has
been found at any time with the management of his asylum.

Although his’ communication does not expressly 8o
state, it seems pretty clear that in this case the Justices
in Quarter Sessions did not recommend to the Lord
Chancellor 'revocation of the licence, and that the
Commissioners in Lunacy had no part in the pro-
ceeding ; but that the Justices simply declined to renew
our correspondent’s licence. From this decision we fear
that he has no ground for appeal. This, however, is
more a legal question, and from it we pass. If the licence
was not renewed, in spite of the fact that there were no
reagonable grounds for inflicting the great loss which the
refusal has caused to our correspondent, then the action of
the majority of the justices seems to bear most hardly upon
him. But there is a broader and a public ground for desiring
a full inquiry into this case. It consists in the fact that cases
of such kind would_inevitably tend to lower the status of
private asylums, to drive out of that line of professional work
all the best of those engaged in it, leaving the positions to be
occupied by others who, having less means and less reputa-
tion to lose, might be willing to run greater risks for small
and doubtful advantages. . L

No reasons appear to have been assigned by the justices for
their decision not to renew the licence. Simple justice
would seem to require some definite reason to be assigned,
although the statute apparently does not specifically re-

uire it.

4 Section 207, paragraphs (1) and'(6) of the Lunacy Act, 1890,
which relate to the renewal of licences of private lunatic
asylums, are as follows:

(x) If the Commissioners, in the case of a house within their imme-
diate jurisdiction, or in the case of a house licensed by justices, the
justices, are of opinion that a house licensed for the reception of
lunatics has been in all respects weli-conducted by the licensees, the
Commissioners or justices may, upon the expiration of the licence,
renew the licence for that house to the former licensees, or any one or
more of them, or to their successors in business.

(6) Save as in this section provided, no new licence shall be gmntgd
to any person for a house for the reception of lunatics, and no house in
respect of which there is at the passing of this Act an existing licence
shall be licensed for a greater number of lunatics than the number
authorized by the existing licence.

In what we have written above we wish it to be
clearly understood that we have no knowledge of the case
beyond_that which is disclosed in the communication
received from Mr. Farmar-Bringhurst. The subject is one
which seriously affects the interests of all persons engaged
in private institutions for the insane, and of all patients under
their care in such institutions. On the last-named ground
alone we would insist that an endeavour should be made to
have more light shed on this particular case. We also think
that some measure of protection should be afforded to persons
engaged in this important branch of professional activity.

CONTRACT MEDICAL PRACTICE.
NoTicE AS T0 Districrs 1N wHICH DispuTES EXxIst.

A notice as to places tn which dizputes exist between members of
the medical profession and various organizations for providing
contract practice will be found among the advertisements, and
medical men who may be thinking of applying for appointments in
connexion with clubs or other forms of comtract practice are re-
quested to refer to the advertisement on page 87. '

CURES FOR SNAKEBITE IN CEYLON.—A correspondent sends
us some cuttings from Ceylon newspapers which record cases
of apparent cure from the bite of venomous snakes by the
administration of limejuice. The limejuice is administered
internally, and is also thoroughly rubbed into the skin of
every part of the body, the treatment being repeated at fre-
quent intervals until the patient rallies. Cases are also
recorded in which the local application of vinegar to the
wound seems to have counteracted the effects of the poison.



Nov. 12, 1904.]

MEDICAL NEWS.

e 1331

(publications of Cornell University Medical College) recently
issued, Latin abstracts of nearly all the articles are also given.
These abstracts have been made by Dr. A. Avellanus, for-
merly editor of Praeco Latinus, a Latin monthly magazine
published at Philadelphia. They are, on the whole, very
well done; but why is the Christian name of Dr. Charles L.
Dana translated into the out-of-the-way form of ¢ Charulus”
when the civilized world has for centuries been content with
“Carolus”? We note with satisfaction that the practice of
prefixing Latin summaries to scientific papers is extending,
and we hope that before long it will become general.

MEDICAL NEWS.

TrE will of the late Sir William Mitchell Banks has been
proved at the value of £23 527.

Mgr. ARTHUR H. TREVOR has been appointed secretary to
the Commissioners in Lunacy in the place of Mr. L. L. Shadwell,
appointed a Commissioner.

FRAULEIN ELISABETH FOELLINGER, M.D., who has recently
gettled at Karlsruhe, is said to be the first female practitioner
who has ado&t,ed the speciality of bath physician.

MepicAL Mac1sSTRATES,—Dr. W. Watson Glenny, of Omeath,
has been appointed to the magistracy of County Louth.
Dr. John McFadyen was on November 4th elected a magistrate
for Govan, and on the same day Dr. J. T. K. Thomson was
xeappointed to the magistracy for Kinning Park.

Tae first ordinary meeting of the Royal Statistical Society
for the present session will be held at the Society of Arts
on Tuesday next at i 30 p.m., when Sir Francis Sharp
Powell, Bart., M.P., will deliver an inaugural address.

Dr. Francisco pE Los CoBos, a well-known hospital physi-
cian of Buenos Aires, is now (we learn from the Heraldo de
Madrid) in Spain as representative of the scientific societies
of Argentina, seekin%the support of the Spanish Government
for the creation of a Hispano-American University.

‘TEE annual dinner of the Harveian Society of London,
will be held at the Monico Restaurant on  Thursday,
November 24th, at 7 for 7.30 p.m. The chair will be occupied
by the President, Dr. C. Theodore Williams.

Tar ‘‘Harben Lectures” of the Royal Institute of Public
#ealth will be given in King’s College, London, on Friday,
November 25th, December 2nd, and December gth, at 5 p.m.,
by Professor John McFadyean, M.B., B.Sc., Principal of the
Royal Veterinary College, London, on Glanders. All persons
interested are invited to be present.

MEepicaL MaAvors.—Among the list of mayors who took up
office on November gth we notice the following members of
the medical profession: Dr., H. Grey-Edwards (Bangor), Dr.
H, M. Leathes (Godalming), Dr. David Lloyd (Denbigh), re-
elected ; Dr. Allan Glaisyer Minns (Thetford), and Dr. R. B.
Searle (Dartmouth), re-elected.

PracricAL HYGIENE For ScHOOL TEACHERS.—Principal
E. H. Griffiths, F.R.S., delivered on November 5th, before an
audience of about 100 teachers from the county of G"wlamorgan,
¢he first of a course of lectures on practical hf iene. The
course promises to be popular, and teachers wil %le afforded
<every opportunity of learning what, in the near future, they
awill be expected to teach.

A CONFERENCE to consider the possibility of establishing for
£ngland a national or central school for physical education on
the lines of the Royal Central Institute of Sweden will be
held in the London Education Offices, Victoria Embankment
on Wednesday next, at 5.30 p.m. ‘I'he Bishop of Bristol will
preside, and Miss Theodora Johnson, Prineipal of the Swedish
Institute, Clifton, will describe. the proposed scheme. A
discussion will follow.

Art-the general monthly meeting of the Royal Institution,
‘held on November 7th, under the chairmanship of S8ir James
‘Crichton-Browne, Treasurer, it was announced that the
<entrances and exits to the lecture-room had been improved by
the erection of two iron staircases and the widening of the
doorway, and that the ceiling had been considerably raised.
A Christmas course of lectures, illustrated by experiments
and adapted to a juvenile audience, will be delivered by Mr.
[Henry Cunynghame, C.B., on ancient and modern methods
of measuring time. The first lecture will be given on
December 27th. )

‘FrRENCH MEDICAL CoNaRESS.—The French Medical Congress
will meet next year in Belgium, at Liége. Professor Lépine,
<of Lyons, has been elected President, and Professors Masius
and Francotte, of Liége, Vice-Presidents. The following are the

questions groposed for discussion :—(1) General Pathology: the
art played by pancreatic secretions on pathology. (2) ial
athology: clinical forms of chronic rheumatism, era-
peutics : po-galt diet. Owing to the meeting of the Inter-
national Medical Congress at Lisbon in 1906, the French
Medical Congress will not be held in that year. The meeting
in 1907 will take place in Paris. .

ASSOCIATION oF PUBLIC VAccIiNATORS.—The annual dinner
of the Association of Public Vaccinators of England and
Wales took place on October 28th at the Hotel Cecil,
London, with Dr. E. O. Greenwood, President, in the
chair. After the usual loyal toasts had been duly honoured,
the Chairman proposed the toast of *‘ The Association.” He
said that the chief object of the Association, which now
numbered over 1,000 members, was to obtain fixity of tenure
for the public vaccinators of England and Wales. They had
consistently urged that claim, but so far their efforts had
been unsuccessful. The Association had thoroughly justified
its existence by having been officially recognized by the
Local Government Board, who had invited it to give evidence
before the Departmentai Committee appointed to inquire
into the question of fees for vaccination. The Association
was also working hard to obtain a consensus of opinion
among vaccinators for the purpose of demanding a high
standard of excellence in regard to vaccination work. Public
vaccinators should be allowed to carry on their’ work
unhampered by Boards of Guardians, who in many cases were
antagonistic to the duties of the vaccinators. Dr. A. E. Oope, in
acknowledging the toast, said that members of the Associa-
tion might regard themselves as the first line of defence
against small-pox. What was required was the centralization
of the vaccination machinery. Dr. Arthur Drury Proposgd
the toast of ‘‘The Visitors.” Sir Constantine Holman, in
responding, said that some Boards of Guardians were
extremely pig-headed. Still, if doctors were treated like
reasonabf; beings they would behave like English gentle-
men; so his advice was that they should not fall too foul of
Boards of Guardians, because they were powerful bodies and
had great influence. Dr. John Galton, who also responded
for the toast, explained the aims and objects of the Imperial
Vaccination League, and explained how the Association of
Public Vaccinators of England and Wales could aid in the
work. Dr. E. J, Stevens, who also replied, urged the neces-
sity of the medical officers of health co-operating with the

ublic vaccinators. Dr. R. Macartney, in proposing ‘‘The

flicers of the Association,” argued that better results were
obtained when working with Boards of Guardians if they
were treated with less subservience and a little more austerity.
If the medical profession were sufficiently represented in
Parliament their Association would be better supﬁort.ed.
Mr. C. Greenwood, the Organizing Secretary, having
responded, Dr. V. A. Jaynes proposed the health of the
President, and that gentleman, having suitably replied, the
proceedings terminated.

MEDICAL SICENESS AND AcciDENT Sociery.—The usual
monthly meeting of the Executive Committee of the Medical
Sickness, Annuity, and Life Assurance Society was held at
429, Strand, London, W.C., on October 28th. Dr. de Havilland
Hall was in the chair. The records for the preceding month
showed a marked improvement in the claim accounts. During
the early part of the year an unusually large disbursement in
respect of sickness claims was made, and until the end of
June the amount paid out was appreciably in excess of the
expectation. Since June the claim account has been sensibly
diminished. Some of the recently-received claims seem likely
to be chronic—that is, the members will have to continue to
draw their sick pay of 100 guineas per annum ; on the other
hand, since January last several of those who were then on
this list have passed away. The very satisfactory rate of
increase in the number of new members shown in the records

. of the last two years has not been maintained. The Com-

mittee recognize that this is to some extent to be attributed
to the general falling-off in the profits of nearlyall businesses.
But the Committee feel that if the existing members would
agsist them in bringing under the notice of their professional
friends the solid advantages which membership in the Society
gsecures, and in particular point out to them the large amount
of invested funds, and the fact that the management is
exclusively composed of medical men ensures sympathetic
treatment to every member who is compelled to claim benefit,
a large addition would be made to the numbers joining the
Society. Prospectuses and all particulars on application to
Mr. F. Addiscott, Secretary, Medical Sickness and Accident

Society, 33, Chancery Lane, W.C.
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had been vaccinated in infang the disease was very slight;
when he visited the hospital they were out playing with other
convalescent boys ; the remaining four had never been vac-
cinated, and of these one was already dead and the other three
were in a very serious condition. Out of 130 cases of small-
pox which had been in the Purdysburn Hospital not a single
cage of a revaccinated person had been admitted. There was
only one safeguard, and that was revaccination.

. RovAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS IN IRELAND.

The lectures of the winter session commenced on November
18t, the prizes for the previous session being distributed on the
same day by the President, Mr. Arthur Chance. The Barker
Anatomical Prize. of £31 10s. went to Mr. C. Cooper; the
Mayne Scholarship of £15 to Mr. A. N. Crawford; the
Carmichael Scholarship of £15 to Mr. J. Prendiville, To the
latter gentleman went alsp the Stoney Memorial Gold Medal
in Anatomy. The Gold Medal in Operative Surgery was
awarded to Mr. J. S. Dunne, and the Silver Medals in the
same subject to Messrs. P, D, Sullivan and J. C. Murphy
(equal). Some thirteen or fourteen other medals were also
distributed. together with a large number of certificates for
special proficiency in various subjects.

MYSTICAL QUACKERY.

An action tried at great length on November 3rd, before the
County Court Judge at Coleraine, brings into relief the strong
belief of some of the people in mystical forms of treatment,
and at the same time the remarkable ignorance of some of
those who hold themselves out as capable of curing patients
in such ways. The plaintiff, a retired weaver, held himself
to- be libelled by the Coleraine Constitution, which, in an
article headed ‘ Kilrea Notes,” made strong comment upon
the knavery of those who pretended to cure disease by charms.
This cap the plaintiff fitted upon his own head, and brought
an action for damages which was dismissed with costs. The
case, as reported very fully in the Coleraine Chronicle, is in a
certain sense amusing reading, much of the plaintiff’s evidence
being very curious. He had, he said, been receiving patients
from all parts of the United Kingdom for thirty years ; some
paid him with a £1, and some with a blessing. He effected
his cures by a prayer which he had learnt from his. father
when a wee lad. When he prayed over a case of erysipelas—a
digease in the treatment of which he was particularly expert—
the bones dried up, and the limb got strong or the bad bones
dropped out. He had treated a case of mortification by
gpitting on the limb ; but the doctors cut the leg off, and the
man died. Although he licked, spat on, and rubbed his
patients, that was only because it gave them temporary
relief; the real cure was effected by the prayer which he had
mentioned. He also cured cases of heart disease ; he did not
know much about the disease, but he could cure it, and used
a green silk band. There was a great deal of the same kind
of thing, and, reading over the evidence, it is difficult to
decide whether the man was an ordinary impostor, or deceived
himself as well as his patients.

REPRESENTATIVE OF RovAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS, IRELAND,
ON TBE GENERAL MEDICAL COUNCIL.

Sir Charles Ball has intimated to the Council of the Royal |

College of Surgeons in Ireland that he does not intend to
seek re-election in February next as the representative of the
College on the General Medical Council. Mr. H. R. Swanzy
(Vice-President), and Sir Thomas Myles have notified their
intention to present themselves for election.

MAaTER MISERICORDIAE HOSPITAL.

The address on the occasion of the opening of the winter
session at the Mater Misericordiae Hospital, Dublin, was
delivered on Wednesday last by Sir Christopher Nixon, Senior
Physician. The Most Rev. Dr. Healy, Catholic Archbishop of
Tuam, presided. Sir Christopher Nixon gave an interesting
account of the work done in the hospital, and expressed the
special satisfaction he felt in recording the opening of the
new pathological department. He complained that the ex-
pectations aroused in connexion with the subject of Catholic
University Education in Ireland had not been fulfilled. Other
speakers were Rev. Dr. Delany, Mr. Serjeant Dodd, K.C.,
Mr. Charles O'Connor, K.C., Dr. D. Coffey, and the

Chairman.
PROFESSOR BENNETT.

Dr. E. H. H. Bennett, who has occupied the Chair of-

Surgery in the School of Physic, Trinity College, for so many

years, has at his own request been relieved from the active

duties of the office, and Dr. E. H. Taylor has been appointed
his assistant. . Professor Bennett will, however, devote some
of his time to the curatorship of the pathological museum,
and to the cataloguing of the specimens, so many of which he
has collected. He will also continue to act as surgeon to the
Patrick Dun’s Hospital. It is gratifying to know that
Dr. Bennett will still be associated with a school which he
has done 8o much to develop and improve, His contributions
on injuries to bones have been most valuable, and he has
carried on, with great industry and success, especially in this
department, the work which was begun by Robert W. Smith,
and which has made both of them famoux.

QUEEN’S COLLEGE, BELFAST. .

The appointment of Dr. Cecil Shaw to the Lectureship in
Ophthalmology in Queen’s College, Belfast, rendered vacant.
by the death of Dr. Alexander McKeown, has been received
with much satisfaction in Belfast. . ‘

ASSOCIATION NOTICES.
ADJOURNED MEETING OF COUNCIL.

The Chairman of Council has arranged,.
by kind permission of the Metropolitan
Asylums Board, that the Adjourned Meet-
ing of the Council shall be held in the
Board Room of the Metropolitan Asylums
Board, on Wednesday, the 16th day of
November, at 2 o’clock in the afternoon.
The Metropolitan Asylums Board is situate
on the Yictoria Embankment at the corner
of Carmelite Street, close to Blackfriars
Bridge.

NOTICE OF QUARTERLY MEETINGS OF COUNCIL

R 1905.
MeEeTINGS of the Council wili be held on Wednesdays,
January 18th, April 1qth, July sth and October 18th, in the-
Council Room of the British Medical Association, 429, Strand,
London, W.C.

ELECTION OF MEMBERS.

ANy candidate for election should forward his application
upon a form, which will be furnished by the General Secre-
tary of the Association, 429, Strand. Applications for mem-
bership should be gent to the General Secretary not less than
thirty-five days prior to the date of a meeting of the Council.

LIBRARY OF THE BRITISH MEDICAL
ASSOCIATION.
MEeMBERS are reminded that the Library and Writing Rooras
of the Association are fitted up for the accommodation of
the members in commodious apartments, at the office of the
Association, 429, Strand. The rooms are open from 10 a.m.
to 5 p.m. Members can have their letters addressed to them
at the office.
Guy ELLISTON, General Secretary.

BRANCH MEETINGS TO BE HELD.

EDINBURGH BRANCH: SOUTH-EASTERN COUNTIES DIVISION.—A dinner
will be held in the King’s Arms Hotel, Melrose, on theevening of Tuesday,
November 22nd, at 6 o’clock, Dr. Carlyle Johnstone, Chairman of Divisior,
gresldlng, in the event of a sufficient number of members notifying the

ecretary of their intention to be present. Dinner ticket, ss.—W. HALL
CALVERT, Honorary Secretary.

METROPOLITAN COUNTIES BRANCH : CI1TY DIVISION.—A general meeting
will be held on Thursday, November i7th, at 4 p.m., at Manor House,
Upper Clapton Road, N.E. (by the kind invitation of H. E. Powell, Esq.).
Agenda ; (1) Minutes. (2) Letters. g) Report of Bubcommittee on Altera-
tion of Rules of the Branch. (4) Report of the Representative on the
meeting at Oxford. (s) Report on Parliamentary matters affecting the

rofession (referred from the 1sst business meeting, see SUPPLEMENT to

RITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL, May 28th, p. 125).  (6) Report of Medico-
Political Committee on the desirability ol consultation betweep medical
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witnesses (see SUPPLEMENT to BRITISE MEDICAL JOURNAL. July =23rd,
?a' 77). (7) Any other business.—E. W. GoopaAir, M.D., Honorary Secre-
ry. . . .

METROPOLITAN COUNTIES BRANCH: WANDSWORTH DIVISION.—An
ordinary meeting of this Division will be held at Crichton Restaurant,
Clapham Junction, on Thursday, November 24th, at 8.45 p.m. Agenda:
(1) Minutes. (2) Correspondence. (3) Questions. (4) Resolutions for
Representative Meeting at
meabers of the Central Council, and the duration of their holding office.
(s) Paper by G. F. McCleary, M.O.H., on the Milk Buppl%of Copeuhagen :
A Study in Clean Milk Production. (6) Address on Vaccination and
Revaccination, by Mrs. E, Garrett Anderson, M.D. The President of the
Branch (Dr. Radocliffe_Crocker), the Editor of the BRITISH MEDICAL
JOURNAL (Dr. Dawson Williams), and possibly Mr. Andrew Clark (Chair-
man of the Central Council) will be present. Members of the Branch and
their medical friends are invited to attend.—E. ROWLAND FOTHERGILL,
Torquay House, Southfields, 8.W., Honorary Secretary.

NORTE WALES BRANCH : NORTH CARNARVONSHIRE AND ANGLESEY
DivisioN.—A meeting of this Division will be held at the British Hotel.
Bangor, on Wednesday, November 16th, at 2 p.m. Agenda: (1) To read
the minutes of the last meeting of the Division. (2) To read letters of
apology. (3) To introduce the Chairman-elect. (4) To receive the Report
of the Annual Representative Meeting held at Oxford. (s) Dr. E. J.
Lloyd (Bapgor) will read notes of a case of Mastoiditis and the Value of
fin. Trefhlne in Opening up the Mastoid Antrum. (6) Dr. Emyr O. Price
(Bangor) will open a discussion on Diphtheria.—H. JONES ROBERTS.
Penygroes, Honorary Secretary. -

SOUTH-EASTERN BRANCH.—A conjoint meeting of the three Divisions of
Eastbourne, Hastings, and Tunbridge Wells will take place on Thursday,
November 17th, at the Sackville Hotel, Bexhill, at 4.45 p.m. Dinner at
7 p.m.: charge 6s., exclusive of wine. All members of the South-Eastern
Branch are entitled to attend, and to introduce professional friends.
Members intending to be present at the meeting and dinner would much
facilitate arrangements if they would inform Dr. Merry of their intention
hy post-card. Agenda: (1) Mr. Beck will show three cases of Colles’s frac-
ture treated by massage from the third day, illustrated by Roentgen-ray
vhotographs. (2) Discussion on Dr. Larking's proposal to divide the
South-Eastern Branch: (3) Contractpractice. (4) Reports of Representa-
tive Meeting at Oxford by the Divisional Representatives, and any other
husiness that may arise.—G. V. HEWLAND, 8t. Leonards,- W.'J. C. MERRY,
Eastbourne, and E. A. STARLING, Tunbridge Wells, Honorary Secretaries,

- 80UTH-EASTERN BRANCH: BRIGHTON DIVISION.—A meeting of this
Division will be held at the Brighton Dispensary, 113, Queen’s Road,
Brighton, on Wednesday, November 23rd, at 430 p.m. Agenda: Tocon-
sider the advisability of dividiog the South-Eastern Branch. To con-
:sider a memorandum from the Exeter Division. To discuss a report from
‘the Medico-Political and Ethical Committees. To amend the Rules of
the Division. Other business.—RYDING MARSH, 49. Sackville Road, Hove,
Brighton, Honorary Secretary.

SOUTH-EASTERN BRANCH: MAIDSTONE DIVISION.—The next meeting of
this Division will be held at the West Kent Hospital, Maidstone, on
Friday, November 18th, at 4 p.m. Agenda: Minutes of last meeting. To
.receive from Representative (Dr. Douglas) report of Annual Representa-
tive Meeting. To consider reports by the Medico-Political Committee on
(a) Contract Practice, (b) Fees for Life Insurance Examination, (c) Parlia-
-mentary Matters affecting the Profession, (d) National Depos’it Friendly
Society. To consider the proposed division of the South-Eastern Branch.
To transact any other business. J. A. Gibb, M.B., will read a paper on
Nasal Obstruction. All members of the South-Eastern Branch are in-
vited to attend and to introduce professional friends. Dinner at the
Royal Star Hotel at 6.30 p.m., tickets 63. Members wishing to dine will
Xkiadly notify the Honorary Secretary not later than Tuesday, Novem-
ber 1sth.—A. T. FALWASSER, Sussex Place, Maidstone, Honorary Secre-

dary.

. STAFFORDSHIRE BRANCH.—A meeting of this Branch will be held at the
North Stafford Hotel, Stoke-on-Trent, on Thursday, November 24th, when
the chair will be taken by Dr. E. Deanesly, the President. Papers will be
read by Mr. W. D. Spanton, Dr. Menzies, and Mr. H. H, Folker.—
G. PETGRAVE JONINSON, Honorary General Secretary.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENCE.

VIENNA.

Contract Medical Practice in Austria.—Opening of the Winter
Semester.—A Wholesome Milk Supply for Infants.—A New
Lunatic Asylum.

THERE has for some years been a difference of opinion between

1he Government and the ‘ Vienna Central Board of Medical

Practitioners,” relative to contract practice. By law all factory

hands, shop assistants, generally all employés and persons

who are in receipt of regular payment from business concerns,
are obliged to become members of a * Krankencassa,” which
is nearly equivalent to a ‘‘ friendly society.” The ‘‘Kranken-
cassa” provides in case of illness, free medical attendance,
free medicines, and a.daily allowance in proportion to the
wages received during health, The expenses of these insti-
tutions are met partly by the regular monthly contributions
by the employés, deducted from the wages and salaries,

artly by contributions made by the employers. Professional
gelp is obtained from the- ‘ Cassenarzt,” a practitioner

Leicester, reterring to co-opted and elected ,

appointed and paid by the ‘‘Krankencassa.” The payment
is very low, especially in large industrial centres, where as
many as 2,000 0r 3,000 mémbers are allotted to one practitioner
at a salary rarely exceeding £100a year. Whilst giving to
certain practitioners an increase of income, this system
throws on them an excessive amount of work ; it also makes
it very difficult for young practitioners to gain a footing, as
a large part of- the paying population is in employment, and
is therefore bound to seek help from the ‘ Cassenarzt.” This
grievance hasoften beenthe subject of resolutions and petitions
of professional bodies, but without any appreciable result.
Now several other classes of the population, such as bankers’
assistants, agents, grocers, general dealers, shopkeepers, and
the like, have formed societies with a view to appoint medical
men under similar conditions. Such a measure obviously
engenders the existence of the large majority of practitioners.
The Board of Practitioners therefore passed resolutions to the
effect ““that it is contrary to medical ethics to accept a post
as ‘ Cassenarzt’ to any of these friendly societies of well-to-do
people, because it is harmful to the profession, and that any
practitioner doing so should be summoned before the Council
of the Board to explain his dishonourable action.” The
Government prohibited the promulgation of this resolution,
but the Board is determined to have it enforced, and has
threatened to resign unless its wish be respected. . As the
last Board also resigned owing to a conflict with the Govern-
ment, the latter naturally desires a peaceful solution of the
present dispute. It is probable that both sides will take the
opportunity of settling at the same time the hospital question,
which constitutes another medical grievance. Large numbers
of patients, well-to-do geople, have found medical aid in
public institutions intended only for the poor.

The winter semester began on October 27th. Among the
courses and lectures to be delivered during the winter the
following are worth mentioning: Haematology, by Docent
Dr. Tiirk and Docent Weiss; Otology and Surgery of the
Ear, by Politzer and TUrbantschitch; Surgery of the
Uropoietic System, by Docent Zuckerkandl. Special courses
on typical and atypical surgery and gynaecological operations
will be held from time to time, each courze lasting five to six
weeks, The fee varies between £2 2s8. and 44 4. Radiology,
including demonstrations and practical work with « rays,
n rays, and radium-salts, is a new feature in the list of
lectures. Of course, the regular clinical lectures on surgery,
internal disease, gynaecology, ophthalmology, and dermat-
ology will be continued by the professors of the various
clinics. It may be noted that Professor Finger will give a
special course on blenorrhoea and syphilis in English, as
1{;1.ere are some ninety English-epeaking doctors now in

ienna.

‘The committee of the Society for the Diminution of the
Death-rate of Infants some time ago recommended the supply
of pure and wholesome milk to mothers. By the munificence
of the Archduchess Frederic, a near relation to the Emperor,
the necessary quantity of milk has been placed at the disposal
of the committee, and the society recently opened within the
precincts of the Children’s Hospital—the largest hospital of its
kind in Vienna—a dépot for the distribution of modified and
sterilized milk to mothers who could produce a ticket from
the hospital authorities. No charge is made, the institution
being supported partly by the hospital and partly by voluntery
contributions. On the day the dép0t was opened there were
216 applicants, A few simple directions printed on a leaflet
are handed at the same time to the mother to enable her the
better to feed and nurse the infant. Arrangements have been
made for the weekly weighing of the infants. The milk,
which comes from the Archducal farms not far from the
capital, is derived from selected cows, and every precaution is
taken to ensure the best quality, so that the results, which
will be published monthly, may be expected to be very good.

In presenceof an illustrious gathering, the Emperorrecently
laid the foundation-stone of an enormous new lunatic asylum.
The grounds cover not less than 1,800,0co square yards. More
than 700,coo square yards will be used for building purposes,
400,000 for a public garden, whilst an equal area will consist of
gardens, with gates and fences, for the use of patients who
must be under constant supervision. The hospital is planned
on the pavilion system, and sixty pavilions, buildings, and
offices are to be erected. In thecentre of the whole there will
be a church, with accommodation for 500 persons. The
institution will consist of three separate groups of buildings:
(1)ahospitalfor persons mentally diseased, with orwithout hope
of recovery ; (2) a nursing home, chiefly for patients who require
constant nursing on account of bodily or mental disablement ;
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OBITUARY.
HERBERT WILLIAM ALLINGHAM, F.R.C.S,

) Benior Assi tadit Surgeoo, tt. George’s Hospitil. -
THE sudd n death at Marseilles, on November 4th,

of

Mr. Herbert William Allingham, at the early age of 42,.

zemoves from the ranks of English surgery one of its most
brilliant exponents and from many friends a man whose

genexi'osnty and thoughtfulness for others they will never
orget. : ' .

At the time of his death Mr. Allingham was Surgeon to His
Majesty’s Household, Surgeon in Ordinary to H.R.H. the
Prmce.of Wales, Senior Assistant Surgeon and Lecturer on
Oprrative Surgery to St. George’s Hgpital, Honorary Surgeon
to King Edward VII Hospital for Officers, and to the Osborne
Home for Officers. Amongst other appointments which he
had held may be mentioned that of Surgeon to the Great
Northern Hospital, Assistant Surgeon to St. Mark’s Hospital,
and Surgeon to the Sargical Aid Society.

He was the eldest son of Mr. William Allingham, F R.C.8.,
and was born in 1862. = His schooldays were spent at Chatham
House, Ramsgate, and at University College School, London.
At the latter institution he left no particular name for scholar-
ship, but a high reputation for athletic prowess. This he
increased at St. George’s Hospital, where he was one of the
anost valued of an exceptionally powerful football team. At
the Medical School, however, studies of a more serious nature
appealed to Allingham in a way which the more purel
academic pursuits of preliminary education never l:zdy
Anatomy in the dissecting room occupied his keenest attén-
tion, and partly, no doubt, owing to the wise promPt.ings of
his father, partly owing to the essentially practical bent of
his own mind, he studied anatomy always with a view to the
gurgical application of the facts with which he was confronted.
in the same way he seized with avidity upon all that his
teachers could tell him or show him in physiology or anatomy,
in med;cme or in surgery, which appealed to him by having
4 practical bearing upon what he had already recognized as
the aim and object of his life—the gractice of surgery. The
result was that Allingham, as a house-surgeon, made an
impression upon all with whom he came into contact, that
18 still fresh in the minds of. his contemporaries. He seemed
already an expert, and a friend of those days was wont to
speak”of him as having been born ‘“‘with a scalpel in his
hand.” It is not surprising that, when a little later the

0sts of Assistant-Surgeon to the Great Northern, and to St.

ark's Hospitals. gave ample scope for practice; Allingham
<developed a skill and confidence in operating which is very
zarely to be found in a man so young as he then was. Hehad,
in an exceptional degree, the qualities most important for a
successful operator. He was always perfectly eool, quick to
<ecide, and extraordinarily quick to carry out. He was abso-
dutely without fear in operating, but at the same time never
lacked restraint or allowed his judgement to be warped by
-enthusiasm for a daring undertaking. The practical bearing
<of his mind prevented anything of this sort. His thought
was always of what would actuallybe for the patient’s actual
-advantage, and just as inlife he detested ceremony and useless
tattle, so in the operating theatre he had no sympathy with
merely pretty operations or any steps but those that were of
real benefit. In the same way he disliked a large number
<f instruments or many assistants, and believed in always
achieving his ends by the simplest possible means, This
simplicity, and his own natural facility, made Allingham an
extremely rapid operator. He never appeared to hurry, yet
his operationsoccupied an extraordinarily short space of time;
time within which, however, nothing had been overlooked or
dimproperly performed. His rapidity and simplicity of method
gave an appearance of eage to any operation which he did.
'This was so much the case that any one not himself a surgeon
would have believed the performance to be as easy as it looked,
and such a man has been heard to remark at the close of a
<olotomy in a very fat subject which had taken Allingham
dess than ten minutes, ‘ Well, I do not think much of that.”
It the operator had been half an hour manipulating the gut
to make up his mind whether it was large or small, and had

igiven vent to one or two platitudes in the meanwhile, no

~doubt the spectator would have been more impressed.
-His contributions to medical literature were numerous.

Perhaps the best known are the work on Diseases of the

ZRectum, originally written by his father, and the more recent
work on Operative Surgery.
Allingham was essentially practical; simple, and modest.

In all his writings, as in his work, -

As a man, Allingham had qualities regembling those which,
characterized his surgery. Hehad simple tastes and a warm.
disposition. Hehated sham ;-and though he was invariably
courteous to all, yet he was a man who liked and -disliked-

- strongly. To those whom he liked he let it be known by a
- helpfulness and a generosity which, however much he may
desire it, it is rarely in the power of so young a man to show,
He took the greatest interest in all with whom he worked, and.
had very great powers of judgingayounger man’sability. More-
over, he used to form an exact idea of what such a man shoulq,
do, and would think no. trouble too great to secure his success
along the line mapped out., Having given one man a
helping hand in this way Allingham would turn his attention

| to another, and not a few of those who got their medical

education at St. George’s Hospital realize that with

| Allingham they have lost their earliest and best professional

friend. He was unselfish, not only in the trouble he took for
others, but. also in the way in which he sought to make the

| least of troubles of his own. Thus it was only to a few-inti-

mates that it was known that last year he wounded his finger
while operating upon a puzzling rectal condition in a patient
who later showed unequivocal signs of an obstinate ma'aiy,
The disease thus acquired, though made light of with charac~
teristic courage, added to the terrible strain which domestic
worry had imposed upon Allingham’s crowded life. The tragic¢
result of his complicated trials has removed one whose fine
‘natural gifts and generous sympathetic nature leave in the
hf(i‘art?1 of his friends a tender memory that will never be
effaced. - .

BRANFORD EDWARDS, L.R.C.P.Lonp., M.R.C.8.ENG.,
Consulting Surgeon, East 8uffolk and Ipswich Hospital. .
MR. Braxrorp Epwarps, one of the oldest and most
respected of the medical practitioners of -Ipswich, has
recently died, after a few days’illness from peritonitis, in
his 6oth year. He was the son of the late Mr. George Cordy
Edwards, who alro practised in Ipswich.

Mr. Branford Edwards commenced life as an engineer, but
his mind turned to medical pursuits, and a little later he
entered Guy’s Hospital as a medical student, and eventually
became House-Surgeon and Resident Accoucheur. . He
returned to his native town on resigning these posts and
commenced practice with his father, having acquired :in
1868 the diplomas of L.R.C.P.Lond. and M.R.C.8.Eng. He
soon gained and held for over thirty-five years the high
esteem of his professional brethren and the great regard of
his patients. ‘ o : .

For upwards of twenti-ﬁve years he was Honorary. Suyge‘on
to the East Suffolk and Ipswich Hospital, and at the time of
his death was Consulting Surgeon to that institution. Out-
side his strictly professional duties he occupied an important
place in the life of the town; for many years he was one of
the most active members of its Scientific Socie¢ty, and for
quite twenty-five years he was associated with every important
musical movement in the place. He was attracted by
astronomy in particular and by art generally and antiquities.
His modesty, geniality, and sterling character made him
a highly-valued colleague and townsman.. . He was & member
of the South Suffolk Division of the East Anglian Branch' of
the British Medical - Association.  His death is deeply
mourned by a large circle of friends and fellow townsmen.

UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES.

UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD. :
THE Vice-Chancellor has appointed Edwin Ray Lankoster. M.A,.,
Honorary Fellow of Exeter College, Director of the Natural History
Museum, South Kensington, to be Romanes Lecturer for 1gos. - -
Sir John Burdon-Sanderson, Bart., D.M.. F.R.S., Honorary Fellow ot
Magdalen College, late Regius Professor of Medicine, has been constituted
a perpetual Delegate of the University Museum.

Thanks to the Oxzford Diviston of the Brilish Medical Associaiion. -
Convocation on November 8th passed a cordial vote of thanks to the
Oxford Division of the British Medical Association for their giit of an
installation of the electric light at the Pitt Rivers Museum in acknow-
ledgement of the generous hoepitality of the University durirg the meet-
ing of the Association in July last. It was agreed to place a suitable
record of the occasion in the museum.

. : : ©  UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE. :
Mr. W. H. R. Rivers, M.A;, M.D., St. John’s, has been :appointed -a
.ﬁ.n:{gll‘l ?lfi) the, 1?ymold Gerslenberg Studentship in Natural Science and
or' sophy. )
Mr. J.C. Willl,ls. Caius, Director of the Peradeniya Botanic‘ Ga.rd_ens, has

‘been approved for the degree of Doctor of Séience.

¥

. The. following have been appointed Examiners in State Medicing :
%K‘- sJ . EimPurvﬁa, Dr. Nutmu,? .Eﬁidm-. Tatham, Dr. Lane Netter, and
r. Sweeting.’ S RIS SR N OLIET, DY
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. The following have been sppointed Examiners in Tropical Medicine
and Hygiene : Dr. Nuttall, F.R 8., Sir Patrick Manson, F.R.8., and Major
Ronald Ross, F.R :

The Master of Gonville and Caius (Dr. Keynes) and Mr. A. E, S8hipley,
F.R.8., have been elected members of the Council of the Senate.

UNIVERSITY OF GLASGOW.
AUTDMN GHADUATION CKLEMONY.
THE usual autumn graduation ceremony atGlasgow University was held
on the afternoon of November 3rd in the Bute Hall. Principal Story
presided, apd there was a large attenda: ce of the public and of the
students. The latter, unfortunately, behaved ia a more than usually
boi: terous manner. The following medical degrees were conferred :
M.D.—*H. E. Brown, *E. P Cathcart, **1, Findlay, **J. D. Lickley,
**A. Love, **M, Macdonald, **W. L. Thomson, Daisy A. Beonett
3 A. Binning, J. Crawford, J. Divine, A. Donald, W.
.W. Fygfe, E. W. R. Jones, F. J. Lochrape, D. 8. MacColl, J. Paton,
JA.JT.T n{'ss. R. Taylor, C. P. Thomson, W. B. Thomson, J. Wilson,
. .J. T. Young.

M.B., Ch.B.—**D. J. M'Leish, Aunie M. Black, D. L. Grabam, D. J. G.
Grant, Margaret Hardy, R. T. Leiper, R. C. M'Guire, Jane H.
M‘Ilroy, M.A., B.Sc.. C. G. Mackay, R. Macleod, D. 8. Richmond,
J. W. Richmond, R _T. C. Robertson, J. Stewart, J. Unsworth,
Jdnet G. Waddell, G. Wilson.

* With honours. ** With commendation.

. UNIVERSITY OF LONDON.

v .. UNIVERSITIES' MISSION TO CENTRAL AFRICA.

THE Universities’ Mission to Central Africa, which owes its existence to
Dr. Livingstone, has nof hitherto possessed an organization in the
University of London, although that University has given to the mission
two bishops, one of whom—Bishop J. E. Hine, M.D.—is now Bishop of
Zanzibar. A London University Committee has now been formed, with
8ir Thomas Stevenson, M.D., F.R.C.P., as chairman, and among other
medical members are Dr. J. H Brock, Dr. Vawdrey Lush, Dr. E. Symes-
Thompson, and Mrs. Scharlicb, M D. Further information can be
obtsined from Mr. E. C. Hudson, B.A., 140, Friern Road, Dulwich, 8.E.,or
Mr. F. H. C. Brock, B.A,, 24, Dartmouth Park Hill, NW.

- ROYAL UNIVERSITY OF IRELAND.
THE Dublin Gazette announces that the King on the recommendation
of the Lord Lieutenant has issued his Royal Warrant, appointing S8ir
William Thomson, C.B., F R.C.S.1.; Lord Killanin, and Dr. B. C. Windle,
F.R.S., the new President of Queen’s College, Co. Cork, to be members of
the Senate of the Royal University of Ireland.

: X CONJOINT BOARD IN SCOTLAND.
‘THE examivations concluded on November znd have resulted in the
success of the following candidates :

Second Examination.—Kthel A. Orchard, A. G. Jenner, O. D Gunasékara,
C. Nyhan, K. J. L. Banperman, M. A. Vijayakar, W. R. Ellis, N.
McéLeod, L. Murphy, H. Millar, E. T. Evans, Ada C. Boylette, T. A.
Gregg, Mary D. Hancock, J. B. Engineer, C. I. McFarlane.

Third Examination.—Nena Ievers, H R, Morehead, D. Kennedy.
G. H. Powell, L. Patchett, C. C. Fitzgerald, A. H. Bloxsome. P. R.
-Eskell, J. Clarke, R. N. Coorlawala (with distinction), W. C. Manv,
T. M. R. Waddell, J. L. Power, W. Dani, N. McLeod, G W.
Meade, D. T. H. Croly, T. E..Fliteroft, E. P Dawes, J. P. Bamboat,
L. H.Gill, J. 8. Macdonald, R. R _Chambal.

 Final Examination--J. van. 8. Taylor, H. L. Ludovici, J. R. Byers,
- S. Evans, W. Murray, J. B. C. Mulligan, J. F. O’Mahooy, E. T.
Curran, T. Cassels, J. P. Ban}, G. G. Bartholomew, C. T. Mdller,

J. M. Moriarty, 8. M. Lyov, J. R. Lawther, D. B. Maundhle, M. P.
Kerrawalla, C. Garner, Lillian Mary Grandlin, J. Harvie, J. P.
Tolmie, H. McKay, A.C. Videl, R. N, Coorlawala, R. W. 8impson,

J.J. Egan, M. K. Suf,, R. H, Harris, H. Bentley, W. Dick, J. D.
: Staley, T. A. W. Walker, E. H. Freeze, T. Archdeacon, J. W. McEwan,
, W. Longley, K. V. Amin, J. B. Moffatt.

) ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEON3 OF ENGLAND.
THE following tgentlemen pasged the Preliminary Science Examination in
Chemistry of the RO{&I College of 8urgeons of England at the quarterly
meetiog of the Examiners for the licence in Dental Surgery : -
i K. L. Brown, (. L Davies, D. G. Gibb, 8. F. Glassington, R A. Glindoo,
gﬁpﬁ‘c'd Harvey, J. P. Leemiung, A. Pusey, H.V. 8harp, and H. M.
efford.

HOSPITAL AND DISPENSARY MANAGEMENT.

. HOSPITAL REFORM.
A. W. writes that at a provincial hospital the Committee
-has suggested that the following rule shculd be adopted :

All in-patient recommendations should be countersigned by the
-medical man in attendance as a safeguard against the admission. of
_unsuitable cases.

The rules of the hospital prohibit the admission of chronie
heart. cases, phthisis, syphilis, etc. It was thought that,
‘should the case requiring an in-patient recommendation
.not be sufficiently ill to be actually under medical super-
- vision, such a case should receive an out-patient letter and
its merits be decided by the house-surgeon. We are asked
whether such a rule is in foice at any other institution. and
whether it is likely that its adoption would be at all detri-

+niental to the interests of the hospital owing to subscribers :
-objecting to not having an eutirely free hand in their recom- .

.mendations.

we havé consulted Dr. Michael Beverley, the Chairman of
‘the Hospitals Committee of the British Medical Association,
-and he informs us that at the Norfolk and Norwich Hospital
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- the forms of recommendation were altered some years since in
‘such a manner as to require the: signature of a medical man.
' He adds that this ha$ been found of great use and to be the
‘means of preventing unsuitablé ¢ases being sent to the hos-
'pital. It was instituted after 4 sad tragedy in the hospital—
the murder of some children by a man who came in for a
slight surgical complaint, but was8 insane. The governors and
subscribers have never objected to the present form of letter ;.
on the contrary, they are glad to have the endorsement of the
medical man. So long as the system of recommendation by
subscriber’s letter remains in force at a hospital such a:
medical endorsement presents many advantages, and is &
safeguard against abuse.
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ENGLISH URBAN MORTALITY IN THE THIRD QUARTER OF 1g904.
[SPECIALLY REPORTED FOR THE ‘* BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL.”]
THE vital statistics of the seventy-six large towns dealt with in ther
Registrar-General’s weekly returns are summarized in the accomgla.nying
table. During the three months ending September last, 110,541 births were
registered in these towns, equal to anannual rate of zg.o per 1,000 of their
aggregate population, estimated at 15,271,287 persons in the middle of the
ear ; in the corresponding quarter of the preceling year the birth-ratebad
yeen e%.s per 1,000. In London the rate last quarter was 27.6 per 1,000,
while it averaged 29.6 in the seventy-five otherlarge towns. and ranged
from 168 in Bournemouth, 18.8 in Hastings, 19 3 in Halifax, 216 i
Hornsey, 21.8 iu Bradford. 2z.2 in Northa.m]i:uton. 22.9 in Rochdale, and
23.¢ in Bury,to 34.1 in 8underland, 34& in Middlesbrough, 34.6 in South
8hields and in ‘Tynemouth, 35.7 in 8t. Helens, 36.6 in Wigan, 36.7 in Merthyr

Tydfil. and 40.0 in Rhondda. X

During the quarter under notice 66,504 deaths were registered in these
towns, corresponding to an annual rate of 17.5 per 1,000 living, againsb
arate of 1s5.xin the third quarter of last {ea.r. In London the rate of
mortality was 16.4 per 1,000; in the seventy-five other large towns it
averaged 17.q per 1,000, and ranged from 7.7 in Hornsey, ¢.2_in King's
Norton, 10.6 in. Handsworth (Stafis), 10.9 in_ Smethwick, 1z.0 in Willesden,
12.4 in Bournemouth and in Halifax, and 127 in Hastings, to 219 in
stockport, 22 o in Rhondda, 22.8in Hanley, 23.6 in St. Helens, 24 o in Wiganr
and in Salford, 24.2 in Bootle, and 26 g in Liverpool.

The 66.504 deaths from all causes in the seventy-six towns last quarter
included x9,t19 which were referred to the principal infectious diseases ;
of these, 48 resulted from small-pox, 1,440 from measles, 377 from
scarlet fever, 614 from diphtheria, roo3 from whooping-cough, 37®
from ‘‘fever” (principally enteric), and 15,259 from diarrhoea.
The death-rate from these diseases, which had been 2.66 per xooco im
the third quarter of the greceding year, incressed to 5.0z per 1,coo last
quarter. In London this death-rate was equal to 4.24 per 1,000, While it
averaged 5.37 per 1,coo in the seventy-five large provincial towns, among
which the rates ranged from 1.0z in Kings Norton, 1.15 in Hastings, 1.t7 in
Bournemouth, 1.44 in Hornsey, 1.74 in West Hartleprol, 1.04 in Hands-
worth (Stuffs ), and r.97 in Devonport, to 7.94 in Salford, 8.17 in West Ham,
8.22 in Hanley, 8.23in Birkenhead, 8 94 in Hull, 10.96 in Buotle, and 11.04 in
Liverpool. The 48 fatal cases of small-pox registered last quarter
included ¢ belonging to Stockport, 7 to Gateshead, 6 to Newcastle-on-Tyne,.
5 to London, 4 to Oldham, and 3 each to Warrlllz;gton. Manchester, and
Salford. The 1,440 deaths from measles were eq to an annual rate of
0.38 per 1,000 ; in London the death-rate from this disease was o.32 per
1,000 ; whileit averaged o.40 per 1.oco in the seventy-five other large towns,.
among which measles was proportionally most fatal in Hanley, Grimsby,
Birkenhead, Liverpool, Bootle, St. Helens, Salford, and Huddersfield.
The 377 fatal cases of scarlet fever corresponded 1o an annual rate of o.1o
per 1,000; in London the scarlet fever death-rate was only o.08 per 1,000,
while in the seventy-five large provincial towns it averaged o.1r per 1,000,
being highest in Northampton, Habley, Aston Manor, Warrington, Salford,
Rochdale, Barrow-in-Furness and York. The 614 deaths from diphtheria
were equal to an annual rate of o.16 per r000; in London the death-
rate from this disease was o.13 per rooo, while it averaged o.18 in the
seventy-five other large towns, among which diphtheria was propor-
tionally most fatal in Tottenham, Portsmouth, Hanley, Salford, Oldham,
Bradford, and West Hartlepool. The 1,co3 fatal cases of whooping-cough
showed .an annual rate of o.26 per 1oc0; in London the rate of
mort.a,lit{ from whooping-cough was o.21r per rooo, while it averaged
o.20 in the seventy-five other large provincial towns, among which
the highest death-rates from 1this disease were recorded im
Great Yarmouth, Norwich, Burton-on-Trent. Grimsby, Birkeobead,.
Warrington, and Blackburn. The 3;8 deaths referred to different forms
of ““fever” were equal to an annual rate of o.ro per 1,000 in London the
‘‘fever ” death-rate was o.08 per 1,000, while in the seventy-five other large-
towns the rate averaged o.1t per 1,co0, the highest rates being recorded in
Norwich, Nottingham, St. Helens, Salford, Rotherham. Hull, Middles-
brough, aud Rhondda. The 15,259 deaths from diarrhoea corresponded to-
an annual rate of 4.0r per 1,000; in London the rate of mortality from
this disease was 3 42 per 1,000; while it averaged 426 in the seventy-five-
large provincial towns, among which diarrhoea was proportionally most.
fatal in West Ham. East Ham, Leyton. Hanley, Aston Manor, 8tockport,
Liverpool, Bootle. Burnley, York, and Hull.

Infant mortality, measured by the groportion of deaths among
children under 1 year of age to registered births, was equal to 229 per
1,000 last quarter, against 159 inthe corresponding period of the prece ding
year. In London the rate of infant mortality was 2:¢ per 1,000, while it
averaged 236 per 1,000 in the seventy-five other large towns, and ranged
from ror in King’s Norton, 1vo in Hornsey, 11z in Halifax, 122 in Hastings,
125 ip Bournemouth, 128 in West Hartlepool, 129 in S8outh Shields. and 130
in Burton-on-Trent, to 298 in Rhondda, 305 in Burnley, 306 in Bootle, 316 in.
York, 320 in Liverpool, 321 in Aston Manor, 323 in Hanley, and 339 in.

8tockport. .
The causes of 579, or o9 per cent., of the deaths registered in the
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MEDIOAL VACANGIES AND APPOINTMENTS. o
“VACANCIES: v

mudofmm keompaedﬁommadudmmwmmz
particulars will’be found. To mmmmmauaeammmm
fmist be recetved not later than the first post on: Wedresday wiorngng, *

!!EIGR'OQ: SUSGEX COUNTY HOSPl‘l‘AL.—Hom-Physwu, rosident. Sah.ry

-#70 per
L Fi HILDREN, Clapham Rosd sW—Senior and Ju
‘BEL‘}RAVE “ostl:l“ A ce?ln c!-lononrlnm at ghe rate of £3) and £10 per mﬁi‘.’.‘{

m vely.
‘BE%MOND‘];? PAR"SR lNFlRM.\EY —First Auist&nt Medical Ofﬂeer‘ resldent.
170 per.ann:
lellNGHAM QUEE“'S I{OSPII’LL —nonle-l’hyslehn resident. Salary, £30 per
BIBMING%M GENERAL HOSPITAL. —Hotuo-Sm-goon- resident. Sa.la.ry at tle
Ler annum N
‘BIEMINGHAM U NWEESITY —Pro’esuor of Am.tomy Sti»end £800 per &nnum. .
BRISTO! wOVAL ‘HOSPITAL FOR S8ICK CHILDREN AND WOMEN.—Assistant
Honge-Surgeon ; resident. Salary at the rate of £50 per annum.
BURTOV-ON-TRENT INFIRMARY. —Houle-surgeon resident. Salary, £120 for first
twelve months, £140 atterwards.
"EAST LONDON H SPITAL FuR. CHKLDREN BMwell.—nomo-Physimn renlent,
Hanorasium, £25 for 8ix mon

!C""‘ 8 ;

~DIARY FOR NEXT WEEK

‘ © ‘MONDAY. RS
luneal 'ﬂ‘ﬁ nr Eondon. 11, Ghandos Stxeet, cuemnsh Square, W., 8.80. p.me.~
ﬂmsnur. . , ) U

mol &l uort«sndo 5 .m.—‘T' atory’ I ration at th
. nedicmouegm London Hospital o * P v habihe
B 'rmmmur. ’ .
yal!,(hll © of Snrzeons, Lintols’s InnFields, ‘3 p.m.—AnnualGeneral Meetitig

‘ellows and Members. e
. FRIDAY. o
laﬁety for_the ftudy of Misease in hildren, Chandos Street,

Cavendish Square, W., 5.30 p.m.~Clinical Cases and Pathological S'pecxmem

POST-GRADUATE COURSES AND LECTURES. ‘

Samaritan Free Hospital for Women Marylebone Road, N.W.—Thursday, 3 m Tll
- Management of C:m of Al nal Su ry P N

nt Vernon Hospita) torOons Dlmaott e Obest,.Centi l-Outr
umi)e ?'% um&ti oahm-du.s p.m.. lmaw and Health
- {nthe 'l‘ma.tm“t of. Pnlmomry Tuberoulosis.
North-East London Post-Graduate College, Totténham Hospital, N.— Wodnesday,
, St. Ann’s Road). Demonstration on Fevers.

tWG-’l" , 4 p.m., The Treat t
mmon Nervous Aff:ctions in Chflaren. P

noepml tor Sick Children, Great Ormond St
f some Co! N

GLOUOESTEE GEN,ERAL INF[EMLBY ANDEYE INSTITUTION, -3

resident. Salaxry, £1m.per annum. Ch Cross Hospital. —Thursday, 4 p.m., Medical Ca.ses
antes anb enn CF Bt o s, s cmpe | el Bl o Bl St o . g
M l .
LRICBSTER INFIRMARY.—Honse. Surgeon; resident, Salary, £100 per annum. areatical M, ie;_ﬁm“ ursday, Imn‘n;l:lsotﬁpperl!ixt ty; r'l'-may,s'ursi | Cases.
mmoom wmommi DGR ‘ASYLUM.—Junior Assistant Medical Officer resident. edical Gra u":.'.f:' Llege gge ng: inio, 22, O“gﬁ',' o8 exat"vov::k ‘.to.‘ o 'g:a e&-:‘wm-gg
O D AL INFIRMARY —Souior House:S : resident. Sal Hondny, S Trnday.  Modual i W amealr Boxt weok &t 4 Bl each da:
‘MAGGLQE;P; L o mﬂ 3 Salary ) m {):‘ii'bwt ures at gltﬁh p.om. ewhw will be ﬂrel;i as tollow‘is Ilonday,v
PR " O "
‘nwonnsrnu eonronuwn ~Medlcal Offieer nder the maw.ve- Act.. Salary, Jointe; "i'im,m,:'-r“"“m p,fl'm,,,e:o, e ol P yota Tnbmnm{‘m

£250 per
MANOHESTEB RDYAL IN FIB.IIAR.Y -Resident Surgical Oﬂlur Sa.la.ry, L1590 per

Non.l‘u.EAS'l‘E\‘lN BOSPT'I‘AL lmk O!UIJIREN *nacknOy Road, B.~(1) Hou
Snrgeon ; (2) H j Balary at tho nte ot
ran um eoch

£60 pe
BTH WEST NDON HOSPITAL, Kentish T Road, N.W.— (1) meaidont
“olledioal omosli-‘,) 2)- Assistant Resident Medical umou— :Salary at.the rate of &

EADING R.')YAI. BERKSHIRE HOSPITAL.—H Physician. Appoint
months, Salary at the rate of £80 per annum.
ILOYAL WESTHINSTER. OPHTHALMIC HOSPITAL King William Street, W C.—
Clinical Assistants. Appointments for six mon .
WES® LOND /N HOSEIIAL, Hammersmith Ro:d.—l-[ouae-l’hvslcim resident. Appbint- )
ment for six mont
VIRGHIA WATER: HOLLOWAY. SANATORIUH —Innior Ausista.nt Medicll omoer
* Lany,; resident. ¥y, £150, ris'ng to £20) pe; -
WOLVERHAMPTON AND MIDLAND OOUNTIES ;EYB IN FIRMARY —Honte-
Surgeon, resiaent. Salary, £70 per annum. N

t for

5

APPOINTMENTS

AARONS, B. Jervols, M.D.Edin., M.R. G P.Lond., Pathologist and Curator of the Museum

Hospital for WOmen, 8oho Squa;
BARNES ka M.B., B.S. Lom}; F.R C, s Eng Hono Sl(l,meon to the Royal Ortho-
E c P Lond,. Physicldn to ‘the Liverpool

paedic.and Spinal

Bnu:snaw 'l'homu R., R.A,, M.D.Dubl.,
Royal Infirmary, &, inmf Examiner in Medicine in the University of London, vice
8ir Inmba.rd ()wenp pﬁ A.. M.D.,, F.R.C.P., resigned. v

Oooenw. T., M.B., Ch. B.Vlct Jlmior Resident Assistant Medical Omcer, Chorlton
Unfon Workhouse,

DAVIE,‘ lwlc’uum Henry, M.B., B.Ch.R.U.1., House-Surgeon to the ‘Royal Victoria Hos-
pr

DaviEs, D. L., M D., Medical Officer of Health, Wisbech Rural District.

E‘].mnnne, Artlmr L., L.LR C.P, M.R.0O.8. Amathetlst, Royal Infirmary, Bristol, vice
E. Mountjoy Pea.ise M RCS., "3%5" resigned.
FFORD, Geor; M.D.Durh. 8.E: Hononry Assistant-§

o Bw:"kb urn’ aud East Lancashire Infl 8 rgeon to the

Inwnlg, 8. T., B.A.,, M.B,, Oh.B,, Shrgleal Regiumr to the B.oyal Victoria Hospital,

Lnr&lll&xgh M.B, Ch B.Vict., F.R.C.8., Assistant-Surgeon to the Belgrave Hospital for

€06 N, Frederic T, B M.R.C.8.; L.R.0.P., Medical Officer to Post Office (Bishopsworth
gwtislggj, and Medical Ufficer under E) y 8chool T (8

LyYoxns, M. M., M.B., Health Officer tor the Shire ol ’l‘ungemh, Viotoria. N

MarGARRY, F. W. A., M.DSyd., 'geon to the Adela.lde
Hospital.

Mo1g, William, M.’ 'B., Health Officer for the Shire of Mirboo, Victoria, * !

Moss, M. K., M.B,, B.8:Melb., Junior Resident Medical Officer, Perth Public Hosmml
West Australia.

Nuno" Arthnr G. E., L.R.C.P., Health Officer for the Shire of South Gippsland,

OGILW-EAKSAY. M., M.D,, F.R.C.S., Surgeon to the Cumberla.nd Infirm vice
K. Mas laren, M.D.Eqin., resiened.” oo A, vie

SHasw, Cecil E, M D, HC .R.U.1., Lecturer in O lmmlmolo in Queen’s College,
“Beltast, vieo W, Alesandor McReown, M.D.1. UL, decenseq. @ o8

'l‘nnl.los. Gerard C., M.D.Cantah., D.P.H., County Medical Ofticer of Health for Berk.
THOMSON, J., M.B,, Ch.B.Aberd., Medical Officer, Earlswood Asylum, Redhill.

BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS.

The charge for inserting anmouncements of Births, Marriages, and Deaths is
38 6d., which sum should be forwarded in post-ofice orders or stamps with
thcmucenotlaterthan Wednesday morning, in order te ensure insertion in

X the current issue.

- BIRTHS,
BLUMER—On November 4th at St. Mary’s Grove, Stafford, the wife of F. Milnes
© Blumer, M.B,, of a son.
MARSW u.l.—()u Octobcr wch at Candﬂli Consca.ntmople.
M.S. ““Bedford,” of a

th
Marstail, Staft Suracon. i1 e wife of William E.

STRA ON. —«c ! atony, India, on October let,h 1904- the wife of Captain C H. Straton, ’

. Royal Army.Medical Corps, of a sou,

WES Caviteo et e © « BEATH. . ;
Om\rnlc |‘ —At Parkside, D ki be- 5th |
T ;,'5 knide.. or ing, .on the-§ nst

D. R. D, (M.D., F.R.C.8) and M. J

LETTERS NOTES AND ANSWERS TO

CORRESPONDEN TS

COMMENICATIONS resﬁcﬁng Editerial rs should he add

2 those
ive:y of the Lf,°f"“" tc., should be sed to the Mauager, at the Offes, 429,
raud, W.C.,
ORGINAL AR TICLES and LETTERS forwarded for publication are understoos to ve
%rd the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL alone, uniess 1hé contrary be stuted. .
Au‘mons de-irlnt roprints of their artacles pubnshed idi the BRITISH MEDICAL Jomuut.
1th the + 429, Strand, W.C., on receipt of prgof.
conmrolnxn!s who wish nonee to be taken ot their ications -hould ithonti
te them with their names—of course not mecessarily for publication. .
Oonnmroxlnx!s net answered are requested to 1ook -at-the Natices to c«m-espondents
of the following week.
MANUSCRIPTS FORWARBED TO THE OFPICE OF THIS JOURNAL CANNOT UNDER ANY
CIERCUMSTANCES BE RETYRNED
IN order to avoid dslgy, itis
ness of the JOURNA
at his private house
TELEGRAPHIC Annuss —The telegraphic address of the EDITOR of the Bntﬁsn
MEDICAL JOURNAL is Aitiology, London. 'The telegraphic audress of the MANAGM‘.
of the BRITISH MEBICAL JOURNAL is Articulate, London,
TELERPHONE (Nahona.l)r— GENERAL SEC.BETARY AND MANAGER,
EDI'L‘OR. 1, Gerrard. 0, Gerrard. ‘

to the Editor, 2, Ags™
vertmemeuut. uon-

uested that ALL letters on the editorial husb-

amcularl{ regu
he Bditor at the Office of the JOURNAL, and not,

dressed to

™ Queries,"answers, and communications rgmtng to mbfectc to which opeqla
departments of the BRITISE MEDICAL JOURNAL are devoted will be found under
thetr respective headings. }
QUERIES,

Dr. E. MOZOURELLIS (llandamados, Mytilin) asks for advice in the treat-
s ment of a case .of tabes spasmodica in which _electricity, baths,
o?n.mltl::.v °e:-got.ine, sllver salts, and other remedies usually recom-

‘GLYCOSURIA AND LIFE Imvm

J H. asks for information as to what would be the preeent attitide taken
- by. important life insurance offices, on the question of acceptivg at
. ordinary rates a person who appears in normal health, but occasiopally
passes small quantities of sugar i“ maximum whilst undet observation
1or a year being 1.82 gr. per 0z.). For the last six months he bas been
. on ordinary diet, and this has not aggravated the condition ; the case

appears to be one of glycosuria and not diabetes.
*.» Speaking generally, a first-class life insurance office would decline
sucha case. Insurance at enhanced rates might be allowed, if all the
circumstances were taken into consideration, such as the family

| history, age, and general condition. Moreover, it might be possible

to determine the cause of the transient attacks of glyeosuria: for

example, they may depend upon a temporary over-dose of sugar,

starchy food or alcohol, by the avoidance of which they might be
prevented.
PROTRACTED PBEGNANCY.

B., C.M.) write: A case which
we have at present under observation is very 1uteresling to the medical
profession. We state absolute facts. The last menstrual period started
on December 24th, 1903, and ended on December 318t.. A tingle coitus
took place on January 1a2th, 1904. The menstrusl period next due was
in abeyance, and sym toms of morning sickuess appeared towards the

+. énd of the month. e are assured that no further connexion took
place during  February, and the lady was couvinced that she was
pregoaut. According her, movement was first felt on April 20th,
which increased as time went on. In the ususl course the probahje
. date of birth was ﬁjven as October rgth, and  arrangemenfs were

. accordingly made. gto the present_date (November 8th) thera sre no

. signs of labour. We should bée pleased. if any of your readers who have

: had .similar instances of apparent, protracted pregnancy will throw
-some.dight on the.causes and reasans-.of, this delay. We are under the
impresslon that.if.was the,ovum-dus to be shed in. the ordinary course

-in.ithe:latter..part- of the -month 0f Janmary: thioh wa»q lmpregnat.ed
and that th® ovim: of December was.inert. . RSP
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