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Jasociution Intelligence,
BRITISH MEDICAL AssdciATioN

ANNUAL MEETING.

TaE Thirty-third Annual Meeting of the British
Medical Association will be held at, Leamington, on
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday; -and Friday, the 1st,
2nd, 3rd, and 4th days of August next.

" President—G. E. PaceT, M.D.Cantab.

President-elect—S8. J. JearFreson, M.D.Cantab.

AUl Meetings will be. held, in the College Buildings,
Binswood Terrace. ) ) )

: ' ToespAy, dugust 1st. - :

12 NooN. Meeting of Directors of Medical Provi.
dent Society. - - ' P :

1.30 p.m. Meeting of Committee of Council.

3 »»  Meeting of General Council.

8 5o First General Meeting of Members. The
retiring President (Dr. Paget) will resign his office.
The new President (Dr. Jeaffreson) will deliver an
Address. The Report of the Council will be read. The
Report of 'the Medical Provident Society will'be pre-
sented. Eleetion of General Secretary. Election of
Chairman and Vice-Chairman -of the Medical Provi-
dent Society. - s -

o ‘WEeDNESDAY, dugust 2nd.
8.30 A.m. Public Breakfast at the ¢“Regent”’ Hotel.
Tickets 2s. 6d. each.. .. S

10 a.m.. Meeting of the Council. .

11 ,, Second General Meeting. of Members.
Discussion on Report of Council, and other subjects
connected with the Association. Adjourn at One
o’clock for Luncheon. - ., . -

-2 pm. Third General Meeting of Members. Pre-
sentation of Hastings Medal. Address in. Medicine
by Professor Stokgss, M.D., D.C.L. Papers, etc., on
Medical subjects. Adjourn at 5 p.m.

8 p.u. . Soirée at the College. .

: - THURSDAY, August 3rd.

9 oM. Meeting of new Board of Directors of the
Medical Provident Society. : o

10.30 A.m. Fourth General Méeting of Members.
Report of Medical Benevolent Fund will be pre-
sented. Discussion on subjeéts in - Scientific ‘Mgdi-
cine, selected by the Committee of Council; viz.,
1. Are there any Antecedent Conditions influencing
the Production of Cancer?. [This discussion will be

‘ ggened by Caarres H. Moork, Esq., Surgeon to the
Middlesex Hospital.] 2. ¥s' there any foundation
for the Hypothesis of the Origination of Disease by
Zymosis or Ferment? [This discussion will be opened
by B. W. RicHARDEON, MA., M.D.] Adjourn at One
‘o’clock for Luncheon.” o
. 2pm. Fifth General Meeting of Members. Ad-
dress in Surgery by Professor Syme. Papers, etc., in
Surgery and Midwifery. Adjourn at 5 ..

5 p.m.  Cold Collation in the Jephson Gardens, by
’in%n';gation of the Town authorities, to be followed by
a Féte. : ' o

8:30 p.m. Conversazione at the College, by invita-
tion of the President, Dr. Jeaffreson.

-FriDAY, August 4th.- :

10 A.m. Sixth General Meeting of Members. Dis-
cussion on subjects relating to State Medicine and
Public Health selected by the Committee of Council ;
viz., 1. What measures should be advocated by the
Association for securing an improved position to the
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Medical Scientific Witness in Courts of Law ? [This
discussioni will be opened by JorN A. Symonps, M.D.
F.R.S.E, of Clifton.] 2. Why are Sanitary Mea-
sures not always followed by a Reduction of Mor
tality ? Adjourn at One o’clock for Luncheon.

2 p.M. Seventh General Meeting of Members
Papers and Cases in Medicine, Surgery, and Mid
wifery, with discussion thereon.

6 p.m. Public Dinner at the “Regent’” Hotel
Tickets One Guinea each. Gentlemen intending te
be present at the Dinner, are requested to giv:
notice to the Honorary Local Secretary, TroMAs
EsBBaGE, Esq., 6, York Terrace, Leamington.

Members are requested, immediately on their ar-
rival, to enter their names and addresses in the
Reception-Room at the College, when cards will de
supplied which will secure admission to all the pro-
ceedings. :

A Clerk will be in attendance at the Receptior-
Room, and will give information respecting Privatz
Lodgings, Hotels, etc.

To facilitate Excursions in the neighbourhood, the
Clerk in attendance will be prepared to receive the
names of gentlemen wishing to make such Excur-
sions, and-to arrange for the same.

The principal Hotels are the « Regent”, the «“ Cla-
rendon’’, the ¢ Bath”, and the “ Crown”.

Members who wish for information previous
to the Meeting, may communicate with Tmomas
EBBAcGE, Esq., the Honorary Local Secretary.

Notices of Motion. Dr. PageT will move to alter
Law viir, by inserting the words  President-elect™
after the words  President for the year”.

Dr. HENrY will move the appointment of a Com-
mittee to inquire into the subject of Poor-Law Me-
dical Relief. : :

Dr. MeaDp will move resolutions relative to Poor-
law Medical Relief.

Dr. RicHARDSON will move : «“That a Committee
be appointed by the Association, to be called ‘the
Parliamentary Committee’, to promote the Election
of Medical Representatives to the House of Com-
mons, and, if possible, to raise a Fund to support.
such Elections.

“That a sum of Fifty Pounds be placed by the
Association at the disposal of the Committee, to en-
able it to carry out the object proposed.”

Dr. Davey will move :—¢ That, with the view of
dividing the present responsibilities of the Editor of
the JourNaL, and with the view of improving the
general tone and management of the said JourRNAL,
1t is hereby proposed that there be chosen annually
from the Council two gentlemen, who shall consti-
tute an Editorial Committee, to which Committee
the ‘paid Editor’ shall refer for counsel and assist-
ance in especial cases of doubt or difficulty, and.
more particularly in all cases involving questions of
a personal or social character.”

Papers have been promised by—
FuBNEAUX JOoRrDAN, Esq. (Birmingham).
M. MacgeNzIE, M.D. (London).
ALEXANDER FrEming, M.D. (Birmingham).
J. Vose SovromoN, Esq. (Birmingham).

J. G. Davey, M.D. (Northwoods, Bristol).
T. P. TEALE, jun., Esq. (Leeds).

In order to facilitate the business of the Meeting,

it is particularly requested that all papers be sent to

the General Secretary, on or before the 25th of July,
if possible. '
T. WATrIN WILLIAMS, General Secretary.
13, Newhall Street, B;rmingham, July 6th, 1865.
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BRANCH MEETINGS TO BE HELD.

NAME OF BRANCH, PLACE OF MEETING, DATE.
READING. Council Chamber, Wednesday, July
[Annual.} Reading. 12th, 4 P,

BATH AND BRISTOL. Philosophieal Institu- Thursday,
{Apnual.] tion, Bristol, July 13, 4.45 p.M.

EAST ANGLIAN, Council Chamber, Friday, July
.[Annual.] Town Hall, Ipswich. 14th, 2 Py,

BATH AND BRISTOL BRANCH.

THE Annual Meeting of the Bath and Bristol Branch
will be held in the Philosophical Institution, Bristol,
on Thursday, July 13th, at 4.45 p.»r.; when R. W,
FarLcoNer, M.D., President, will resign the Chair to
F. Brirran, M.D., President-elect.

The dinner will be held at the Volunteer Club,
Bristol, at 6.3}(; P.M.; IF’,[ BriTTAN, M.D., in the Chair.
ENRY MARSHALL, M.D.

R. 8. FowLER. }H‘m‘ Recs.
Clifton, July 26th, 1865.

EAST ANGLIAN BRANCH.

TeE Annual Meeting of the East Anglian Branch
will be held in the Council Chamber, Town Hall,
Ipswich, on Friday, July 14th, at 2 r.m.; A. H.
BArTLET, M.D., President.

Dinner at 5 p.M. .

Members are requested to forward to Dr. Chevallier
the titles of any papers or cases they may wish to
communicate, on or before June 30th.

B. CHEVALLIER, M.D., Hon. Secretary.
Ipswich, June 14th, 1865,

LANCASHIRE AND CHESHIRE BRANCH:
ANNUAL MEETING.

THE twenty-ninth annual meeting of the Lancashire
and Cheshire Branch took place in the Royal Institu-
tion, Manchester, at noon, on Wednesday June
21st, 1865; T. Turner, Esq., F.R.C.S., President,
in the chair. = There was a numerous attendance of
. members. .

Mr. TurNER delivered an introductory address.
He said he had great pleasure in welcoming them
there that day, and he appreciated the honour which
they had conferred upon him in electing him to the
distinguished position of being their president.
However, he was aware that every post of homour
was also a post of responsibility, and it was not easy
to preside over a body of even well-conditioned medi-
cal men. He was responsible for the success of their
meeting ; he had tried all he could to make it grati-
fying, and he trusted that they should make it use-
ful. ~ He was responsible, also, for keeping up fairness
of discussion, and for endeavouring to carry out the
primary object of the Association—the promotion of
harmony and good fecling among the members of
their common profession; a state of things which
should exist in every liberal profession. If their pro-
fession was in any way adulterated, as was frequently
unavoidably the case in rural distriets, being mixed

up with a certain amount of trading, it was to be,

regretted, but not at all times to be corrected. He
fully agreed with the opinions of the late Sir Benja-
min Brodie, who always laid it down as a maxim that
their profession was but an irksome and indifferent
trade, but it was a noble and dignified. profession.
[Hear, hear.] They should always endeavour to
maintain it in this position, having kindred sym-
pathies with each other in their common objects, and
in everything which should bind man to man. There
was never a time more striking than the present,
when great attention should be paid to the conduct

of medical man to medical man. He felt that there
was a great number of evils in connection with the
profession. They should avoid persecution and pro-
secution if they were to be united in one great bond.
In every society and association there would be dif-
ferences of opinions. Be it so; but they need not
differ on fundamental points. That was an axiom
which he had endeavoured to act up to through life,
which pertained not only to their profession, but to
all learned professions and to socia.lgife at large, and.
it was this—that it was essential that there should
be unity amongst them. There should be no differ-
ence between them on essential points; they never
should carry their, discussions to any degree of malig-
nancy, and everything they said and did should be
mixed up with charity. [Hear.] He felt persuaded
that that meeting would endorse these sentiments.
If they observed through life the rule that they had
laid down, they would not suffer by tongue or cavil
from within or without the profession; and if any
appeal were necessary, let them appeal to their own
consciences, which would in every respect disclose
the truth. [Hear, hear.] The medical profession
was not behindhand in its progress in science. Thirty
years ago, when the master-mind of Sir Charles
Hastings commenced the Association, the profession
was in a very different state from what it is now.
The Association was then an experiment, but now he
(Mr. Turner)unhesitatingly said it was an established
fact. What led to the establishment of the Society
was to afford facilities to medical men, many hundreds
of whom, who lived in obscure rural districts, had no
means of access to persons within a very short dis-
tance of their homes; and medical men who had a
rival in such districts had a very malignant rival.
[Hear, hear.] When gentlemen in this position re-
quested assistance in cases of emergency, they were
denied it; and the evil did not end there, for it was
reflected on the patients,’ and many valuable lives
were thus lost, What was the state of matters now?
Through the instrumentality of railways and the

‘operation of the Association, mén were brought to
‘co-operate with one another, and to expunge from

their moral obligations everything that could prevent
humanity from receiving all that the profession could
bestow. [Hear, hear.] The Society enlarged, taking
into its ranks, at length, practitioners in the metro-
polis as well as in the provinces;.and, although the
recognition of its importance came slowly, it did come
at last, and led to an union of metropolitan and pro-
vineial forces in the British Medical Association ; so
that now the Association formed a mighty engine for

d. [Hear, hear.] Notwithstanding what the Corn-
%?ﬁ Magazine said in its paper on provincialism, their
metropolitan friends found that tﬁ;ovmcial societies
were nat to be disregarded, but t, each strength-
ened the other. There was a protoplast in -every-
thing. Their Association had.followed the fate of
everything in literature, science, art, and social life.
He iy.]oped it would not follow the phagses of human
ljfe in this—to have a beginning, to.become developed,
to grow, to increase, and to die; but that there would
be found, after they were removed from the sphere of
their present usefulness, other individuals who would
support the Association, and that it would go on in-
creasing in usefulness, in degree, and in every respect,
until it should please God to pronounce the fiat that
time should be no more. The question was often asked
—What had the Association done? What had they
not done? They had founded “provincial Branch
Associations, and that was doing a great deal towards

carrying out the original intention of Sir Charles

Hastings, that of harmonising the medical profession.

-They also published & JourNAL, under the manage-

ment of one of the most eminent physicians in the
15
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metropolis, Dr. Markham. Some persons said that
the JourNAL might be better; but he never heard of
any project that had met with universal approbation,
and he believed that the JoUrNAL was an essential
element of their success; they must have a weekly
organ, in order to keep them informed of London and
the press of London. Some persons might say that
there was too much sarcasm displayed in the paper;
but there was in nature no such thing known as per-
fection. They had originated in the provinces a

eat many benevolent societies, and they had an
institution at Epsom, of which it was impossible to
say too much, and which met the exigencies of the
profession to a very considerable extent, so far as the
objects of the institution went. Again, they had a
Medical Benevolent Fund, and they had a Provident
Society in embryo, in connection with their Associa~
tion; but this was a new undertaking, and required
to be tested. He did not think that the channels of
benevolence could be increased to too great an extent:
all medical men were not successful, and many were
not successful who deserved to be so. The road to
wealth did not lie in the medical profession, and, if
any untoward circumstance occurred to destroy their
hopes or prospects, the provision of assistance for
them was a good work.

Report of the Council. Dr. Roserrs, Honorary
Secretary, read the folowing report :

“In presenting their anmual report, the Council
congratulate the members on once more assembling
in the city of Manchester.

“The Council have to call the attention of the
members to the establishment of the Medical Pro-
vident Sgciety, in connection with the British Medi-
cal Association. The Society was definitively founded
at the last annual meeting of the Association held in
Cambridge. The object of the Society is to enable
duly registered medical practitioners to provide, by
mutual “assurance, for those exigencies of sickness
and casualty which render them unable to discharge
their professional duties. The rules of the Society,
and the tables of contributions for assurers of dif-
ferent ages, have already been distributed, and are
now in the hands of members. The Honorary Secre-
tary of the Branch has received from the Chairman
and Secretary of the Provident Society a circular
calling upon the Branch to elect Directors to repre-
sent this distriet on the Board of Directors. The two

following extracts from the rules of the Society con- | M.D

tain the instructions by which these representatives
are to be elected :—

“<At the annual meeting of each district of the
British Medical Association, there shall be elected
one or more Directors, to represent the said district
in the Board of Directors of this Society for twelve
months, who shall be members of the aforesaid Asso-
ciation, and either honorary or contributing’ members
of the Provident Society.

¢¢<If the number of members in a district do not
exceed fifty, one Director shall be elected; if the
number of members exceed fifty, and do not exceed one
hundred, two shall be elected ; if the number of mem-
bers exceed one hundred, three shall be elected ; but
no district shall elect more than three Directors,
whatever the number of its members may be.’

“ The Lancashire and Cheshire Branch are entitled
by these rules to elect three Directors to represent
this district in the Board of Directors of the British
Provident Society. A resolution to that effect will
be presently groposed to the meeting.

“In accordance with the law passed three years
ago, five Members of the Council retire annually in
rotation. The names of the gentlemen who retire
this year are Dr. Noble; Mr. Ellis Jones; Mr. Mallet;
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Dr. McIntyre; and Mr. Sharp. All these gentlemen
are eligible for re-election.

« Financial Statement. From the financial state-
ment it appears that the balance in hand at the date
of the annual meeting last year was £23:13:6;
subscriptions received since, £21:2:8; making a
total of £44:16:2. The ordinary expenses of the
Branch during the past year have been £27:11:8,
leaving in the hands of the Secretary a balance of
£17:4:6.°

Resolutions. The following resolutions were passed.

1. Moved by Dr. Less (Ashton), and seconded by
Mr. McCuEANE (Liverpool) :—

“That the report of the Council now read be
adopted, and printed together with the proceedings
of this meeting.”

2. Moved by Mr. Hunt (Manchester), and seconded
by Dr. Wirriaus (Alderley):—

«That the best thanks of this meeting be given to
Dr. De Vitré, the retiring President ; to Dr. A.T. H.
Waters and Mr. Howitt, the retiring Vice-Presidents;
to the Honorary Secretary; and to the other mem-
bers of the Council, for their services during the past

ear.”

3. Moved by Dr. Desmonp (Liverpool), and se-
conded by Dr. EpwarDp WATERS (Chester):—

«That the next meeting of the Branch be held in
Liverpool; and that Dr. A. T. H. Waters be ap-
pointed President-Elect; and Dr. McNicoll (South~
port) and W. H. Manifold, Esq. (Liverpool) Vice-
Presidents-elect.”

4, Moved by Dr. Eason Wirkinson (Manchester),
and seconded by Dr. DESMOND :—

« That the following gentlemen be appointed Local
Secretaries for the ensuing year: W. H. Manifold,
Esq. (Liverpool), and J. Sharp, Esq. (Warrington).

5. Moved by Dr. Wu. RoserTs (Manchester), and
seconded by Dr. A. T. H. Waters (Liverpool) :—

«That the following twenty gentlemen be elected
members of the Council of the Branch for the ensuing
year :—E. D. De Vitré, M.D,; W. T. Callon, M.D.;
T. Davies, M.D.; L. E. Desmond, M.D.; J. Dickin-
son, M.D.; R. Flint, Esq.; John Harrison, Esq.; C.
Johnson, jun., Esq.; Ellis Jones, Esq.; J. P. Lang-
shaw, Esq.; G. Mallett, Esq.; P. McIntyre, M.D.;
D. H. McNicoll, M.D.; A. Ransome, M.B.; J. Sharp,
Esq.; L. Spencer, M.D.; A. B. Steele, Esq.; S.
Crompton, M.D.; W. McCheane, Esq.; J. Macnaught,

6. Moved by Dr. De Virrg, and seconded by Dr.
McNicoLn:—

¢ That the following gentlemen be appointed repre-
sentatives of the Branch on the General Council of
the Association :—T. Turner, Esq.; L. E. Desmond,
M.D.; Eason Wilkinson, M.D.; A. T. H. Waters,
M.D.; J. Vose, M.D.; Edward Waters, M.D.; G.
Southam, Esq.; H. Simpson, M.D.; A. B. Steele,
Esq.; T. Mellor, Esq.”

Medical Provident Society. A discussion then took
place on a proposal made by Mr. MELLOR to elect
three gentlemen to represent the Branch in the
Directorate of the Medical Provident Society.

Dr. McNicoLL (Southport) said it appeared to him
that few of them were sufficiently acquainted with
the bearing of this question in regard to the responsi-
bility, first of the parent Society, and then of the
Branch. Hitherto, they had been a combination for
scientific, social, and professional purposes, of the very
highest importance, which been successfully
carried on. It appeared to him that this was intro-
ducing into the Society a commercial element, which
might be a serious responsibility.

Dr. A. RansoME (Bowdon) submitted that that was
not the right constituency to elect Directors of the
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Provident Society. Those alone who were subscribers
to the Society should elect persons to represent their
interests.

Mr. A. B. Steene (Liverpool) said be should be
quite prepared to show at the proper time that the
so-called Provident Society was an extremely hazard-
ous undertaking, and onewhich was more likely to con-
tribute to dividing the Association into objectionable
classes,and degrade and destroy the independence and
self-respect which, as professional men, they ought to
possess. In fact, it was a society admirably adapted
for operatives and mechanics who earned weekly
wages. For professional men, it was, in his opinion,
thoroughly unfitted, entirely uncalled for, and very
unlikely indeed to end in anything but dissatisfac-
tion. At present, there was evidently a very great
misapprehension of the principles upon which the
Society was based. The Society simply provided a
very small pecuniary assistance to a certain select
number of the profession during temporary illness.
He proposed the postponement of the consideration
of this question until they had had time to make
themselves thoroughly acquainted with it.

Dx;. H. Simpson (Manchester) seconded the amend-
ment.

Dr. De ViTrE (Lancaster) said he was most anxious
that there should not be the appearance of the ele-
ments of discord amongst them [hear, hear]. He
suggested that notice should be given of a discussion
at the next meeting.

Dr. Desmonp (Liverpool) said that, having attended

two meetings of the Directors in London, they might
wish to hear from him some outline of what had
already taken place in the Medical Provident Society.
[Hear, hear.] Before attending the first meeting, he
was really ignorant of the whole question. At that
meeting, he found gentlemen representing Branches
all over the kingdom. They learned from experienced
people what were the necessary elements of success,
and were perfectly satisfied, from the opinions and
arguments brought forward, that the medical pro-
fession largely contained those elements. He was
thoroughly convinced of that, and there was no dis-
sentient voice. He claimed for the Society that
indulgence which all incipient speculations required.
It was rather late in the day to discuss the advisa-
bility of instituting such a society: the thing was
an accomplished fact, and would go on with or with-
out the Lancashire and Cheshire Branch.
. Dr. E. Warers (Liverpool) believed that that meet-
ing would sanction the Provident scheme. He thought
they had no alternative but to discuss the question
at that meeting, as they were not likely to get so
large a number of members together during the
ensuing year. He warmly supported the Society,
which had received the highest possible sanction,
and which was a soundly based undertaking that
must succeed, even if it had to depend only on its
contributors.

The PresipeNT said he did not understand how
there could be any liabilities connected with such a
society.

Mr. SteeLe said the Board of Directors had un-
limited power to tax the contributing members for
management expenses, which he thought not unlikely
to exceed the sick contributions. Failures of societies
of that kind were constantly occurring. They should
provide against their own sickness, and not against
the sickness of others. The fund was partially raised
by charity, and therefore its provident element was
destroyed. If he stood alone, he should record his
protest against introducing what Dr. McNicoll had
termed a commercial undertaking into a scientific

y.
Dr. McNicorr said that, after the discussion, he

should vote for the connection of the Branch with
the Society.

Dr. A. T. H. Warers (Liverpool) said he hoped the
Branch would not throw cold water on a scheme
which had been fairly started, and on a society to
which their council had sent two deputies, who had
that day made a most satisfactory report. Now that
the Society was fairly launched, they should support
it and see what could be done.

The PrEsIDENT said that was the feeling which he
entertained. As to liabilities, if the money was
spent, it was spent, and the Society was at an end.

After some further conversation, Mr. Steele’s amend-
ment was put to the meeting and negatived.

The following resolution, moved by Dr. DE VITRE,
and seconded by Mr. T. Howrrr (Lancaster) was then
put and carried :—

< That the Lancashire and Cheshire Branch of the
British Medical Association approves of, and adopts
the principle of, the Medical Provident Society, as
adopted by the Parent Association, and pledges itself
to further its objects as far as possible.”

Mr. T. Mellor, Dr. Desmond, and Dr. De Vitré,
were then elected members of the Directorate.

The BrrTisE MEDICAL JOURNAL. Dr. WATERS said
it was the wish of the Council of the Branch that
that meeting should not end its proceedings without
expressing a vote of thanks to the editor of the
BririsH MEpicAL JoURNAL. [Applause.] No more
striking evidence of the weight and importance of
the JOURNAL could be given than the fact that the
two leading medical hebdomadal journals, the Medical
Times and the Lancet, sighed for its extinction. He
fully agreed with Dr. McNicoll that a commercial
undertaking should not be the object of that Asso-
ciation ; but in the BriTiseE MEDICAL JOURNAL they
had nothing of the kind. They had merely an organ
representing the opinions of the ¢lite of the medical
profession in the United Kingdom, an organ un-
biassed by any clique, but published in a strictly
catholic spirit, and having the interests of the pro-
fession as a body at heart. He proposed :—

“That the members of the Branch desire to ex-
press their entire satisfaction with the JouRNAL, and
to record their undiminished confidence in the ability
and judgment displayed by the editor in its manage-
ment.”

Mr. STEELE seconded the resolution, which was
supported by Mr. JorNsox, of Lancaster, and carried
nem. con.

Communications.
were made.

1. The Physiological Relations of Colloid Sub-
stances. By A. Ransome, M.B.

E 2. Remarks.on Re-Vaccination. By A. B. Steele,
sq.

3. A complete Stand of Urine-Tests. Exhibited
by W. Roberts, M.D.

4. Observations on the Puerperal State and some
of its Diseases. By G. Greaves, Esq.

5. A Case of Thoracic Aneurism treated by Rest.
By A. T. H. Waters, M.D.

Votes of Thanks were passed to the readers of
papers and to the Council of the Royal Institution
for the use of their rooms.

Dinner. The members, with a number of guests,
dined at the Clarence Hotel, at five o’clock. The
President, T. Turner, Esq., presided, supported by
Dr. De Vitré, the Rev. Canon Richson, the Rev. Dr.
Bell, Murray Gladstone, Esq., and others. T. Mellor,
Esq., Vice-President, occupied the vice-chair. After
the usual loyal and patriotic toasts had been appro-
priately put from the chair, the Rev. Dr. Bell pro-
posed * Prosperity to the British Medical Associa-
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tion,” coupled with the name of Sir Charles Hastings.
Mr. Murray Gladstone proposed “ Prosperity to the
Lancasghire and Cheshire Branch,” and Mr. Southam
responded. Other toasts followed; and the company
broke up at half-past nine.

SOUTH-EASTERN BRANCH: ANNUAL
. MEETING.

TaE annual meeting of this Branch was held at the
Crystal Palace, Sydenham, on Thursday, June 22nd.
The chair was first taken by E. L. OrRMEROD, M.D.,
president, and afterwards by Edward WestaLL, M.D.,
the president-elect for the ensuing year. There were
also present: J. Armstrong, M.D. (Gravesend); J.
M, Barry, M.D. (Tunbridge Wells); E. Berney, Esq.
(Croydon) ; G. Bottomley, Esq. (Croydon); R. L
Bowles, Esq. (Folkestone); J. C. Burrows, Esq.
(Brighton); J. M. Burton, Esq. (Lee) ; A. Carpenter,
M.D. (Croydon); W. Carr, Ksq. (Blackheath); C.
Chaldecott, Esq. (Dorking) ; T. A. Chaldecott, M.D.
(Chertsey) ; F. Cleaver, Esq. (Croydon); H. J. Collet,
M.D. (Worthing); J. C. Forster, Esq. (Southwark);
H. M. Gould, Esq. (Wateringbury); ¥. Hetley, M.D.
(Norwood) ; A. Henry, M.D. (London); G. F. Hodg-
son, Esq. (Brighton) ; C. Holman, M.D, (Reigate); T.
K. Hornidge, Esq. (London); C. Lashmar, M.D
(Croydon) ; T, H. Lowry, H.D. (Town Malling); W.
Martin, Esq. (Hammersmith); W. W. Moore, M.D.
(Brighton); A. Napper, Esq. (Cranley); H. Pout,
Isq. (Yalding); J. Reid, Esq. (Canterbury); F. H.
Sankey, Esq. (Wingham); W. Sankey, Esq. (Dover);
W. C. Satchell, Esq. (Tunbridge Wells) ; A. Sisson,
Esq. (Reigate) ; T. H. Smith, Esq. (St. Mary Cray) ;

R. J. Starling, Esq. (Tunbridge Wells) ; J. Stephens, .

M.D. (Brighton) ; H. J. Strong, M.D, (Croydon) ; W.
Sutherland, M.D, (Croydom); J. S. Warter, M.D.
(London); E. Wooldridge, M.D. (London); W. Wool-
dridge, Esq. (Preston) ; J. W. Flower, Esq., of Park
Hill, Croydon, was also present.

.Dr. OrRMEROD, having taken the chair, said: Gen-
tlemen,—If the proverb which says, < Happy is the
nation which has no history,” be applicable to our
Society, I ought to offer my congratulations on the
uneventful nature of the period which has elapsed
since our last meeting. Nothing really has happened
to disturb us. [Heqr, hear.] Officially, I have only
to report the receipt of many kind letters, with en-
closures for the Martin Fund ; and of an acknowledg-
ment of the petitions which I sent from you last year
on behalf of the army medical officers. The petition,
I presume, has shared the fate of all documents of
the same kind ; at least, nothing has come of it. I
have also been reminded, by kind invitations, of the
activity of our Kentish associates, contrasting forcibly
with our own inactive state at Brighton. Let me say
a word, however, on behalf of my townsmen. We
have a large medical society of more than eighty
members, which supplies us with all we want. It
gives us ready arbitration in difficulties when they
do arise, and a friendly spirit to prevent them. It
gives us social and scientific intercourse; a large li-

brary ; and, why need I say more P—an annual dinner.-

[Laughter.] 8o this Association does not flourish in
Brighton, merely because we gain all it could afford
in another way of our own; and I believe that large
active societies have everywhere been found formid-
able rivals to the. Association. =[Hear, hear.] My
duty now is very simple; firgt, I have to introduce to
you my successor. You all know Croyden, and there-
fore, of course, you all know Dr. Westall ; if not, you
ought to do so. My next duty is to convey to yom
my best thanks for your courtesy, and my best wishes
to you all. ) :
18

Dr. Ormerod then vacated his seat, and it was taken
by Dr. WesTaLL, who delivered an Address, which
will be published in the JOUrRNAL.

Mr. Corpy Burrows (Brighton) said he had always
understood that meetings at the Crystal Palace were-
supposed to be tantamount to meetings at Croydon;
and perhaps, one of the great advantages which any
branch of their Parent Society possessed, was, in
meeting in one of the large towns in the district, and
learning, while there, the history and topography of
the place. They were much indebted to Dr. Westall.
for the pains he had taken to impart his large and
ample experience on a subject which was of more im-
portance to the members of his profession and to the
public at large than any other subject which could
have been brought before them. He (Mr. Burrows)
was sure that the publication of that paper—more

. | especially the statistics (which he trusted would be

published as amply as possible)}—would not only afford
useful information, but would also be the meansof
disseminating the successful results attending sani-
tary improvements. Having given his attention to.
this subject, he could bear testimony that the diffi-
culty and opposition encountered by those who wished
to promote sanitary measures was beyond all calcula-.
tion. It was a labour that required close application
to effect, and those who entered upon it would have

. |to work morning, noon, and night, and expect to :

meet all kinds of. difficulties. He believed it was the-
opposition given by persons possessing vested inter-
ests in cottage and other property, that marred the
success of sanitary regulations, He moved—

 That the best thanks of this meeting be presented
to Dr. Westall for his able address, and that he be
requested to allow it to be printed in the JourNaL.”>

Dr. Carr (Blackheath), seconded the resolution.
He thought one single fact contained in the paper
just read would convince the meeting of the deep im-
portance of the subject which had been brought before
them ; namely, that by the labours chiefly of the me--
dical gentlemen of Croydon, two hundred lives per.
annum had been saved by the successful adoption of
sanitary improvements. [Hear, hear.] He (Dr. Carr).
had taken some little interest in sanitary matters in’
his own neighbourhood, and had received no small
amount of opposition and abuse for the labour he had
bestowed upon the subject ; and he believed that op-
position sprang from a question of pounds, shillings,
and pence—from an unwillingness to spend money in
sanitary improvements, and thus prevent the spread
of disease. It was, he confessed, a new feature in the
medical profession that they should turn their atten-
tion to the prevention as well as to the cure of dis-
eases, and he hoped the circulation of the excellent
paper. delivered by Dr. Westall would shew the public
theadvantages of those sanitary measures which they
had opposed, and have a salutary effect in checking,
if not entirely preventing, further opposition. :

Dr, CoLreT (Worthing) said that, having lived in
a town that had carried out sanitary improvements,
he was in a position to corroborate all that had been
stated with regard to the opposition experienced by
those who, happily, succeeded in carrying out those
improvements. Since the drainage operation at:
Worthing had been completed, they not had one
serious outbreak of an epidemic character; but pre-
viously to its completion, he had had thirty-six cases
of typhus fever in one street. - He was glad to say
that the sanitary condition of the town was now im-
‘mensely improved, and the prosperity of the town:
had increased in proportion. - Most of those who
were loudest in their opposition to sanitary improve-
ment, were the first, to come forward afterwards, and
congratulate themselves and their fellow-inhabitants

for g‘aving.had the moral courage to withstand and



July 8, 1865.]

ASSOCIATION INTELLIGENGE.

[British Medical Journal.

overthrow all the difficulties that had beset them.
[Hear, hear.] The town was now very largely increas-
ing, and it was entirely owing to the popularity it
had gained since the completion of the drainage
works ; and in all probability Worthing would, in a
few years, be three times the size it was now. He
thanked Dr. Westall for the excellent paper he had
read, and he felt sure it would be useful to the country
at large, therefore he had much pleasure in sapport-
ing the motion that it should be printed in the Jour-
NAL. '

Dr. HoLman (Honorary Secretary), then put the
motion, which was unanimously agreed to; and Dr.
Westall briefly acknowledged the compliment, and
expressed his acquiescence with the wish that the
papers should be printed.

Report of the Council. Dr. HorMaN then read the
following report of the Council :—

 The Council have great pleasure in bidding their
brethren of the South-Eastern Branch a hearty wel-
come to the Crystal Palace—an institution combining
in a peculiar degree all the requisites necessary for a
successful meeting; whether in its facilities for busi-
ness, its scientific collections, or its opportunities for
social and pleasurable enjoyment: i

“The past twelve months have been marked by
the _organisation of the Medical Provident Society.
Many years since, Mr. Daniell of Newport Pagnell
attempted to develope such a scheme, but he needed
support ;' and in time it fell to the ground. The pre-
sent Fund has been based upon a larger footing. The
Qommittee of Council have hominated members as
their representatives at the Board of Direction. The
Branches, in proportion to their numbers, have sent
delegaﬁes; whilst ‘gentlemen outside the Association
have given time and attention to the details. The
Council of the Branch elected as their delegates Dr.
Westall of Croydon, Dr. Armstrong of Gravesend, and
Dr. Collet of Worthing, whose appointment awaits
your approval. The Council have great confidence in
recommending the Medical Provident Society to the
support ‘of every reflecting medical practitioner.
‘When it is recollected how incessantly the medical
man is exposed to accident and disease; when it is
considered ‘that the rules have been drawn up after
careful deliberation by nien eminent in the profession
in different districts, aided by the friendly co-opera-
tion of Mr. Tidd Pratt, whilst the table of fees and
payments ‘have the high authority of Mr. Finlaison,
the Actuary of the National Debt Office, the Council
feel no diffidence in commending most earnestly this
good scheme to the support of the Association.

-#¢ Another important feature also is, the decision to
sgek for a Charter of Incorporation; and the requi-
site steps are now being taken to carry this resolu-
tion into effect. 'This proceeding will give increased
weight and stability to the Association. :

¢ The Report of the Committee on Poor-law Medi-
cal Reform has again resulted in a miserably indirect
acknowledgment of the inadequate payment made to
poorilaw medical officers.: It recommends that the
more expensive ‘medicines should. be provided by
Boards of Guardians: - The idea is feasible in popu-
lous places; but in rural districts the medical man
must be left to supply and charge for them, a pro-
ceeding almost eertain to bring him into collision
with the guardians. If the salaries were considered
too small to admit of the administration of these me-
dicines, the far better plan would have been to aug-
ment the stipends and enable the requisite treatment,
however expensive, to be adopted.  The Council, how-
ever, have the satisfaction of knowing that the very
large proportion of poor-law medical officers do their
duty honestly to the poor intrusted to their care, un-

influenced by cost or by trouble. In the face of this
recent report, the Council do not propose to take any
step in the matter for the present. They would re-
commend those practitioners who are thrown into
contact with members of Parliament, to shew them
the vast injustice perpetrated under the present law;
and they feel confident that the cases which have of
late been brought before the public, must carry con-
viction to the minds of all that the care of the sick
poor needs great and urgent reform, and must lead
to the recognition of the just claims of the union
medical officer. ' o ) ‘ :

«The appointment of paid workhouse nurses will
have the approval of the profession at large.

*“The petition on Army Medical Refoim, deter-
mined upon’at ‘the last meeting ‘of the Branch, has
béen preseérited.. Since then, the College of Phy-
siciaps have appointed & committee. These gentle-
men have mét, taken evidence, and made their report,
which has been rejected. To reject; in toto, the report
of a comimittee;'is the most unusual'step for any’
society to take, and in this particular instance de-
mands some special explanation, if only in conse-.
quence of ‘the injuricus’ effécts it: must have on ‘the
prospects of the' army medi¢al’ officers,’ who-are now
seeking redress at the handd of govérmment. That
the ¢orporate bodies it the head of the profession are
the right persons to sympathise with and aid in ob<
taining redress for the wrdngs of the'members, there-
cdn be no doubt, if precedents did nbt:establish the
fact ; and if the College of Physiciaris had not already
acknowledged it' by the.appointment of the commit.'
tee, that the physicians appointed by the College
should have put forward statements eontrary to facts
in their report is ,imii)oss,ible. " Under any other con-
tingency, the Council must express their regret that
so'decided a step ha¢ been taken as the: entire rejec-
tion ‘of the report, especially at a time when such a
step would militate against the efforts of army medi-
cal ‘officers to obtain'a restoration of their rights, as
appointed in the Warrant of 1858. The conclusions
arrived at in that warrant were the result of the
deliberations of Lord Herbert and a committee of
entinent men, and their decisions ought not, withou
grave cause, to be set aside. :

“ The Council have great pleasure in informing the
members, that the numbers of the Association are
rapidly on the increase. In Surrey, Kent, and Sussex;’
the increase still continues; the meeting at Brighton
resulted in a considersble accession of members ; while
Kent still does good service by the efficient working
of the district meetings. i . ) )

“¢«TIn conclusion, the Council 'would urge their:
members to bring within the fleld of the Association:
as many of their professional friends as possible, for’
the conviction is forced more and more upon them’
that it is only by the ‘combined efforts of the many:
that any real practical reform can'be effected ; whilst
all are improved by socidl intercourse and scientific
discussion.” ~ S ‘

Mr. Sankey (Dover) proposed—

“That the Report now read be received and
adopted.” C oo o :

He commented on the conduet of the College of
Physicians in rejecting  the report of the Committee
appointed by them'to investigate the question of’
Army Medical Reform." SR :

Mr. Bortomiry (Croydon) seconded the resolution,
which was put by the Chairman, and agreed to.

Appointment of President and Vice-Presidents.
HecrstaLn Swite (St. Mary Cray) proposed—

“That the meeting of the Branch in 1866 be at
Tunbridge Wells; that Charles Trustram, Esq., be
President-elect; and that Dr.Milner Barry and Robert
J. Starling, Esq., be Vice-Presidents-elect.”
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He had for many years known the gentleman who
would be their next President (if they agreed to his
resolution) ; he was an admirable surgeon; a cordial
and earnest friend ; and one of the best supporters
of the British Medical Association. Of the vice-pre-
sidents, one of them had already done them the hon-
our of being vice-president; and the other was well
qualified for the office to which he had been nomi-
nated.

Dr. Correr (Worthing) seconded the motion,
which was carried.

New Members. The following gentlemen were elected
members of the Branch :—Richard S. Davey, Esq.
(Walmer) ; Alfred Monckton, Esq. (Brenchley) ; Mat-
thew A. Adams, Esq. (Maidstone); J. Tapson, M.D.
(Clapham); J. Nicholas Miller, M.B. (Blackheath) ;
John 8. Warter, M.D. (London); A. Henry, M.D.
(London); T. A. Chaldecott, M.D. (Chertsey); H.J.
Strong, M.D. (Croydon).

Council of the Branch. The following gentlemen
were declared to be elected:—W. Addison, M.D.
(Brighton) ; J. Armstrong, M.D. (Gravesend); F.J.
Brown, M.D. (Rochester) ; J. M. Burton, Esq. (Black-
heath); C. Chaldecott, Esq. (Dorking); W. Hoar,
Esq. (Maidstone) ; G. Lowdell, Esq. (Brighton); E.
Ray, M.D. (Dulwich); F. H. Sankey, Esq. (Wing-
ham); C. Trustram, Esq. (Tunbridge Wells).

Representatives in the General Council. The follow-
ing gentlemen were elected to represent the Branch
in the General Council of the Association:—J. Arm-
strong, M.D. (Gravesend) ; G. Bottomley, Esq. (Croy-
don) ; J. C. Burrows, Esq. (Brighton); A. Carpenter,
M.D. (Croydon); H. Collet, M.D. (Worthing); F.
Fry, Esq. (Maidstone) ; W. Sankey, Esq. (Dover);
T. H. Smith, Esq. (St. Mary Cray); C. M. Thomp-
son, Esq. (Westerham) ; E. Westall, M.D. (Croydon).

A discussion ensued upon a suggestion thrown out
by Mr. "Heckstall Smith, that the Branch should
adopt the plan carried out by the Metropolitan
Counties Branch, in which the outgoing Council
nominates and circulates a list of members recom-
mended to the Council on the next occasion; and
that the election should take place at the annual
meeting. He was sure that, from the way in which
the papers were sent round now, it was difficult to
know who were the men most diligent in serving
the interests of the Association.

A MeMBER remarked that the very circumstance of
the wise selection of Mr. Heckstall Smith on every
occasion, militated much against that gentleman’s
suggestion.

The SECRETARY said this question had been raised
on more than one occasion, but it had been thought
better to adhere to the present system, than to have
what might be termed a house-list suggested.

Dr. CArR said that, in the matter of electing their
representatives, the system at present adopted was
in thorough dgood keeping, not only with good usage,
but in accordance with professional practice; it was
in keeping with that freedom which Englishmen
liked, and he should be sorry to see it deviated from.

No motion was made upon the subject.

The Martin Testimonial Fund. Mr. J. CorpY BUr-
rows said that, at the last meeting, the members
had to deplore the loss of their highly esteemed
friend Mr. Peter Martin, for many years the able and
well beloved Secretary to this Branch of the Associa-
tion; and a proposition was discussed for perpetu-
ating in some fitting yet simple manner his memory.
It was then resolved, upon the motion of Dr. Arm-
STRONG of Gravesend, scconded by Mr. SANKEY of
Dover—

“That the members of the South-Eastern Branch
of the British Medical Association, at their first meet-
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ing, beg to express their sincere condolence with
Mrs. Martin and her family upon the irreparable loss
which they have sustained in the death of Mr. Peter
Martin. The Branch holds his memory in affection-
ate regard, and his services to the Association in
grateful and lasting remembrance.”

And, upon the motion of Mr. CorpYy Burrows of
Brighton, seconded by Mr. SANKEY of Dover, it was
resolved—

“That, in grateful and lasting remembrance of the
services of the late Mr. Peter Martin to this Branch
of the Association, a subscription be made by the
members to establish one or more prizes, to be given
annually or otherwise, to the most deserving stu-
dents at the Medical Benevolent College at Epsom.

“That a Committee be formed to carry out the
above, consisting of Dr. Ormerod, Brighton; Dr.
Armstrong, Gravesend; Mr.Cordy Burrows, Brighton;
Dr. Collet, Worthing; Dr. Carpenter, Croydon; Dr.
Hall, Brighton ; Mr. Sisson, Reigate; Mr. Trustram,
Tunbridge Wells; Mr. T. Heckstall Smith, St. Mary’s
Cray; Mr. Hodgson and Mr. Humphry, Brighton.”

In accordance with the above resolutions, he (Mr.
Burrows) had been requested to present the follow-
ing report to this meeting.

“ The Committee appointed at the annual meeting
of the South-Eastern Branch of the Association, hel
at Brighton on the 16th of June 1864, to carry out
the resolutions then agreed to, beg to report, that
the sum of £170:11 has been paid and promised to
the Fund; and the Committee beg to recommend
that they be empowered to invest in perpetuity such
sum and any additional subscriptions which may be
made to it, the interest of which shall be paid
annually or otherwise to the Council of the Medical
Benevolent College, to be applied in the manner
directed by the Trust Deed, and with the advice of
the Head-Master of the College, to make such ar-
rangements for the annual or other distribution of
prizes to the most deserving students of the College
as they may think fit.

«“ Epw. L. OrRMEROD, M.D., President.
<« CorpY Burrows, Hon. Sec.
“June 22nd, 1865.”

He moved—

«“That the above report be received, entered on the
minutes, and approved.”

Mr. HrckstanL SmiTE seconded the motion
most cordially. They had two objects before them.
One was to shew how much they revered their dear
excellent friend who was gone from them; who was
beloved by those who had been connected with the
Association for many years, as well as by those in
private life who knew him. A better man never
passed through their ranks, and they had now an
opportunity of shewing how well they loved him.
Another object was to benefit the Medical Benevo-
lent College, by a judicious application of the Testi-
monial Fund.

The CHAIRMAN put the motion, which was car-
ried nem. con.

The Medical Provident Society. Mr. F. H. SANREY
(Wingham) proposed—

“ That the best thanks of the members be offered
to Dr. Westall, Dr. Armstrong, and Dr. Collet, the
delegates of this Branch to the Medical Provident
Society, and that they be requested to continue their
valuable services.”

He hoped that this new Society which had been
established would be supported and found useful.

Dr. SurEERLAND (Croydon) seconded the motion.

Mr. Corpy Burrows said he had not subscribed
to this Society, because, on reading the prospectus,
he thought they were not proceeding in the right
direction. There was something derogatory in a
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profession like the medical giving a member of it £2
a week for a certain number of weeks, if sickness or
casualty rendered him unable to discharge his pro-
fessional duties, and then reducing that allowance
to £1 per week, so long as he remained on the funds.
The movement at present was worthy of support, but
not of praise; and he trusted he should be able to
see it go on better in future, and it would then re-
ceive greater support. He did not in his remarks
intend to cast reflections on the services of the three
gentlemen named in the resolution, but it was to
the principle upon which the Society was working
that he intended his remarks to apply.

Mr. HecksTALL SmiTH explained that there was
no “giving” to the members of this fund at all.
Nothing was given; that only was returned to the
members which they paid in. The Society had been
established on a secure basis; the Directors promised
nothing more than they were able to perform. If the
payments during sickness should become large, it
would be in consequence of the increase in their
numbers, and a consequent increase in the sums paid
in; but the Directors had been told to provide for
such a contingency as the occurrence of an unusual
rate of mortality, and in order to keep themselves
safe, it was a wise policy not to be too extravagant in
payments at starting. They had consulted, not only
Mr. Tidd Pratt, but also Mr, Finlaison, actuary to
the national debt, and had proceeded under their
advice and assistance. As to the “direction,” he dif-
fered entirely from Mr. Cordy Burrows. They were
beginning at the bottom, and were gradually rising
up to the top; and if Mr. Burrows and others
would extend to them their support, they should
safely and securely reach the top of the hill. He
had strongly recommended the removal of the
word ‘guarantee,” formerly applied to the aux-
iliary fund. This was a fund which could be used
for provision in extraordinary cases of sickness, or
for any other object that might arise. The number
of members was steadily increasing ; the corresponding
increase in the fund would enable them to progress
steadily and surely; and be had no doubt whatever
that they were in the right direction, and in a very
satisfactory position. '

Dr. ARMsTRONG said that, as he had taken some
little part in this movement, he might be permitted
to bear his testimony to the care which had been
bestowed intheestablishment of the Medical Provident
Society on a proper basis. He was sure that if Mr.
Cordy Burrows could attend any of the meetings of
Directors, he would be completely satisfied that the
grounds they had taken were safe and secure grounds.
They went into everything with the greatest care; a
larger rate of payment was for some time under dis-
cussion; and it was not until they had received the
most complete assurance from gentlemen who were
able to form a judgment on the matter, that it would
be injudicious to increase the sum at first proposed
to be paid, that the proposition was withdrawn.
They were warned that a society of this kind had
been established, and failed through a disregard to
the receipts and expenditure; and he believed that
the Society, as it was at present established, was
right from the bottom, and it would be found to be
right to the top. If it was carried out with that pru-
dence with which it had been started, it would be a
glorious success.

Mr. SarcEELL (Tunbridge Wells) said that if it
was agreed that a Provident Society should be estab-
lished, it ought to be established on a firm basis; and
he believed that this Society had been established on
such a basis; therefore, he cordially concurred with
it. He should like to ask Mr. Burrows and those
who considered the Society had been started in a

wrong direction, what direction he would have them
take? If he (Mr. Burrows) could point out a better
way for them to go, in order to obtain a better
return, they would be happy to go with him. But as
far as he (Mr. Satchell) had been able to judge, the
returns had been made with the utmost care con-
sistent with safety. If Mr. Burrows could tell them
how they could attain a better position with the
same amount of contributions, he should be happy to
consider his suggestions.

Dr. HENRY said the Directors of the Society would
most willingly carry out Mr. Burrows’ suggestion,
and give more than £2 per week, if it were possible
or prudent for them to do so in the present state
of the Society. On the auxiliary fand, he would
remark that its establishment had been specially
urged upon him in a letter he had received from.Mr.
Finlaison, who (not knowing that such a fund had
been already commenced) stated that he hoped some
means would be taken to form an auxiliary or reserve
fund, for the purpose of meeting those extraordinary
calls which, in their profession, would be liable to
be made on the Society. This auxiliary fund had been
formed as a safe basis for the Society ; and he was glad
to say that the fund was going on prosperously. In
the list that was published in the JOURNAL some
time ago, the sum of £668 had been paid in; and
since that time, additional subscriptions had been
paid in, and now the sum amounted to £800. [Hear,
hear.] He had lately received from Mr. Taylor
Griffiths, of Wrexham, £70, the greater part of which
had been collected from members of the North Wales
Branch; and several other subscriptions had been
promised. .

'Dr. CARR said that, although he sympathised with
Mr. Burrows’ suggestion that their sick brethren
should receive more than £2 per week during their
affliction; yet it must be remembered that the pay-
ments of this Society must be based upon strict prin-
ciples of equity, and that this Society had constituted
not what was termed a charitable fund, but a pro-
vident fund. The former would be obnozxious to their
professional brethren, and the latter would be the
providing for any unfortunate contingency that might
arise; the recipients only receiving back what they
had already paid. He would strongly impress upon the
meeting this fact,—that they must keep to the point
which was strictly in accordance with law, and accept
as the basis of the Society that which Mr. Finlaison
would accept and Mr. Tidd Pratt approve.

Mr. C. Burrows said his objection to the Society
arose because it had not been established on a suf-
ficiently broad basis. Heshould like the members to
have an opportunity of paying such a sum as would
secure them more than £2 per week during illness or
incapacity from discharging their professional duties.

The PRESIDENT, before putting the motion, said he
could see that the discussion on this subject would be
attended with good results. There would be one
difficulty in meeting the suggestion of Mr. Burrows
with regard to increased payments into the Society.
Many of their members were young men who could
not afford to pay more, having spent, perhaps, what
little money they had, in attaining that proficiency
which enabled them to pass their necessary examina-
tions. There were some points which required con-
sideration by the Directors; and on behalf of him-
self and colleagues he would say that they would do
their best for the Society. .

The SECRETARY then put the motion, which was
carried.

Donation to the Medical Benevolent Fund. Dr.MILNER
BARRY proposed— .

“That £10:10 be given as a donation to the
Medical Benevolent Fund.”
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Dr. CarpeNTER (Croydon) seconded the motion.

Mr. Remp (Canterbury) suggested that there was
one point which was worthy ot future consideration ;
namely, as their funds were more than sufficient to
cover the expenses of this Branch, whether the-sur-
plus should not be applied to the diminishing of their
annual subscriptions, instead of using it by a side
way for benevolent purposes. There were many ob-
jects in connection with the Branch to which a sur-
plus might be applied, and it would have the effect of
diminishing the working expenses of the Branch. He
would rather give his money dixeot to a benevolent
object, than to give it by a side way when he sub-
scribed it for a different purpose. .

The SECRETARY said it h:g been thought that the
sum of 2s. 6d. a year was the lowest that could be
asked for. He could easily absorb that amount in
expenses, but, it had been his desire to keep down the
working expenses to the lowest minimum, so that it
might be said, «“We have a little in hand; let.us
apply it to benevolent purposes.” [Hear, hear.] .

: . HEcksTALL SMITH advocated the necessity, of
encouraging the holding of district meetings, which
tended to increase the numbers and the usefulness of
the Association. It had been suggested that half the
-expenses of these district meetings should be borne
by the Branch, but he could not see why the Branch
should not bear all .the expenses, as the members
contributed 2s. 6d. annually to their district meet-
ings in addition to their subscriptions. When the
financial position of the Branch was discussed next
year, it might be useful to consider whether the
whole and not half of the expenses of these district
meetings should be borne by the Branch. .

The motion was then put and carried. .

Election of Secretary. The PRESIDENT. said they
could all see how well and efficiently Dr. Holman had
performed his duties; and it was for the meeting to
say whether he should be requested to continue his
valuable services. _— o

Mr. Corpy BurrRows said that Dr. Holman was
entitled to their warmest thanks for the excellent and
inexpensive manner in which he had conducted the
business of the Branch, as was evidenced by their
having a balance in hand. He proposed the reap-
pointment of Dr. Holman, upon whom, it might be
said, the mantle of their beloved and lamented friend
Mr. P. Martin had fallen. .

Dr. Carr briefly seconded the motion, which was
put from the chair and carried nem. con.

Dr. HoLmaN said that his work as Secretary was
one which he had very much at heart; in fact, he

~might say he had beéen brought up to it. He only
wished he could discharge his duties as efficiently as
the late lamented secretary; buf whilst they con-
tinued to honour him with their confidence, they
‘might depend upon receiving his hearty co-operation.

Paper. The following paper was then read. An
Inquiry into the Practical Value of the Thermometer
in the Diagnosis and Prognosis of Acute Diseases.
By J. S. Warter, M.D. )

Dr. CARPENTER proposed that the very interesting
paper which had just been read should be printed in
the JournaL. The paper contained -many points of
considerable importance, and some that might be of
service to them all as medical practitioners.

Mr. Hopeson said by a singular coincidence he had
brought with him a thermometer of a somewhat dif-
ferent construction—the bulb being set in an angle,
whilst that of Dr. Warter’s was perfectly straight.

Dr. WarTER recommended the use of English
thermometers instead of German ones; the latter
were not to be depended on, as they sometimes went
wrong. It was time well bestowed, if half-an-hour
was employed in selecting a thermometer.
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Vote of Thanks. Dr. ARMSTRONG proposed—

“ That the best thanks of this meeting be presented
to the officers of the past year for their able conduct
of the business of the Branch.”

Dr. Armstrong paid a high tribute to the valuable
services rendered by Dr. Ormerod, the late president,
and other officers of the Branch.

Mg. HecksTALL SMmiTH seconded the motion, which
was carried by acclamation.

The BriTisH MEDICAL JOURNAL., Mr. HECKSTALL
SmiTH said theyall had,no doubt,received information
of the attack which was to be made at the general
meeting of the Association upon the conduct of the
JourNAL. As this meeting represented one of the
largest Branches that existed of the British Medical
Association, he wished, before they separated, that
they should offer some oxpression of opinion with re-
gard to the present condition and conduct of the
JourNAL. - He confessed he held a very strong opin-
ion on the subject. From the commencement of its
career, the JOoURNAL had never been unworthy.: of
their support. When in its infancy, it took time to
grow—and perhaps a longer time than many could
wish ; but it did inerease in growth and stature, and
now, under the management of Dr. Markham, it had
attained. its adult status—its stature was almost com-
plete. . If they gave Dr. Markham their support and
discouraged those attempts that were made to lessen
the value of the JOURNAL, it would probably become
as good a representative journal as existed in the
medical profession—or he might say, as good a jour-
nal as existed in this country. -[Hear, hear.] If they
separated without giving expression to their opinion
upon the subject, it might be asked by Mr. Carter,
who had given notice of §his attack upon the JourNAL
—how it was, if they intended to support the JouryAL,
that they had taken no notice of 1t at their Branch
meeting. He therefore moved—

 That, in the opinion of this meeting, the JourRNAL
has greatly improved under the management of Dr.
Markham, and is eminently worthy of support.” -

Dr. CARPENTER With great pleasure seconded the
resolution. It would have been wrong for them to
separate without passing some such resolution. ' Dr.
Markham kad assisted them very materially, through
the JOURNAL, in obtaining everything that had been
obtained from the government of the country on be-
half of the profession; and they would be doing very
wrong not to support him in the attacks which were
about to be made upon the JourNAL. The JoUurRNAL
might be looked upon as an opposition journal; but
it was very unwise to conmsider it as such. There
were some points in connection with this sub-
ject, which had been glanced at in one or two sugges-
tions. One was from Dr. Ormerod, who stated that
the Association was not so fully supported in Brighton
as it could be, because there was a large medical so-
ciety there, which appeared to give them all that
this Association could give them. He thought that,
if their laws would enable them to enrol the members
of that society as members of this Association, they
would be giving an advantage to the Association,
and supporting the JourNAL likewise. There was a
tendency amongst medical men to establish firms—
partnership was increasing throughout the country ;
and the result was, that only one member of a firm
was a member of their Association. Perhaps some
rule could be passed by which, when there were three
members in a firm, the second and third could be ad-
mitted members of this Association at a lower sum
than one guinea. The stronger their numbers the
more powerful influence would they have. He threw
out these suggestions, in the hope that they might
be taken into consideration at the meeting at Lea-
mington.
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Mr. HecrsTALn SurrH: would -“associate  with
the resolution the name of Dr. Henry, who had zeal-
ously co-operated with Dr. Markham, and was an
excellent worker on the JoURNAL. ‘

‘Mr. Sankey (Dover) seconded the proposition ;
which, with the previous resolution, was carried
unanimously. o )

~Dr. HENRY said that he would have much pleasure
in communicating to Dr. Markham the vote of con-
fidence they had bestowed on him. It would be a
ground of encouragement to him to go on in the
course he was now pursuing. He (Dr. Henry) had
worked intimately with Dr. Markham for the last
four or five years, and he could say, that Dr. Mark-
ham was most honestly anxious to do all he could for
‘the benefit of-the profession, and to make the Jour-
WAL carry oute the objects for which the Association
was founded. How far the Association would entertain
Mzr.Carter’s proposal, he could not say ; but it appeared
to him that a weekly paper was essential for carrying
“out the workings of this Association. It keptup a con-
-stant communication among the mémbers of the Asso-
‘cintion, and in this way was especially valuable to
those who resided at inconvenient distances from
ithe places of meeting. He would assure the Branch
that- Dr. Markham and himself would do all they
‘¢ould to raise the JoURNAL to the highest standard to
‘which it possibly could be raised. :

Dinner. At 5 o'clock the members, the number of
whom and of their friends was considerably ang-
‘mented, reassembled at an excellent dinner in one of
thé dining saloons'of thé palace. Dr. Westall pre-
gided. - ° - A C
CAMBRIDGE AND HUNTINGDON BRANCH:
st ANNUAL MEETING.. C
“THE. annual meeting of 'the Cambridgeshire and
Huntingdon Branch of the British Medical Associa-
tion was held at Ely, on Tuesday, June 27, under
the, presidency of J. MurisL, Esq. L
. The proceedings of the meeting commenced with a
few remarks from the retiring president, Wi PArLEY,
]l‘D_,, of. Peterborough, who, in resigning the clair,
sSpoke most highly of the professional .and - social
qualities of his successor, and of the honour which
“le had conferred upon the Branch by accepting the
“presidency. : R S )
,.,The PrEsiDENT, having taken the chair, gave
an interesting address, detailiig his experience of
‘theidiseases of the district, derived from a forty years’
_practice in the town and neighbourhood.
.. Resolutions. After the President’s address, the
Jdowing resolutions were carried unanimously : .
1.1, ¢“That the next annual meeting of the Branch
ba held at St. Neot’s under the presidency of J. J.
JHvans, Esq.; and that a communication be made by
-the President:to the President of the East Anglian
- Branch, with a view to bringing about a combined
-meeting of the two Branches in 1867, with a sug-
".gestion that Newmarket would be a suitable place,”

2. “That F. L. Girling, Esq., of St. Ives,and G. F.
Helm, Esq,, of Cambridge, be elected Directors of
‘the Medical Provident Society.”

..:3. “That M. Foster, Esq., of Huntingdon, and J.
J. Hemming, Esq., of Kimbolton, be elected members
of the General Council of the Association.”

. 4 “That G. F. Helm, Esq., of Cambridge, who,
.through ill health, had been obliged temporarily to
resign the office, be elected Honorary Secretary: of
the Branch,” L . )

5. ¢ That the best thanks of the meeting be given
to P. W. Latham, M.D., for the very able manner in
which he had discharged the duties of Secretary.”

fol-

Papers. The following papers were thien read :—

1. A Case of Unusual Presentation of the Foetus in
Labour. By B. Pinchard, M.D., Cottenham.

2. The Beneficial Influence of Veénesection in Cases
of - Convulsions associated ‘with Albuminuria after
Secarlet Fever. By M. Foster, Esq., Huntingdon.

8. Ergot of Rye in Midwifery. By T. O’Connor,
Esq., March. o '

“Poor-Law Medical Relief. After the above commu-
nications had been read, Dt. Meap, of Newmarket,
in a very energetic and earnest speech, proposed the
following resolutions touching Poor-law medical
relief, which were carried unanimously :—

1. “That this Branch of the Association regrets
the decision of a Select Committee of the House of
Commons that they saw no reason to recommend a
change in the present mode of administering medical
relief; as, in the opinion of this Branch of the Asso-
ciation, it has been frequently and conclusively shewn
that the present system requires amendment, inflict-
ing, as it often does, in its working, ireat injustice
upon the medical attendant of the sick poor, as well
as upon the sick poor themselves. v

2. ¢ That, in the opinion of this Branch of the As-
sociation, there ought to be an immediate revision
of the salaries of union medical officers; and that
the power of determining the amount of such salaries
should rest with the Poor-law Board alone.

3. «That this Branch of the Association regrets to
observe that the recommendation of the Select Com-
mittee, that cod-liver oil, quinine, and other expen-
sive medicines should be supplied at the expense of
the guardians, has been in most unions entirely
ignored; and is of opinion that its adoption on a
liberal scale, ought at once to bé rendered imperative
upon all Boards of Guardians. .

4, “ That it is advisable that every union medical
officer should be entitled to keep one man-servant,
one horse, and one two or four wheeled carriage
free from assessed taxes; and also be free from all
tolls when visiting pauper patients.

5. '« That it is desirable that' the list of extra me-
dical fees should be extendéd toinclude fractures and
‘dislocations’ of the ribs, perforating wounds of the
chest or:abdomen, severe lacerations, burnms, and
other similar cases requiring special attention and
expensive surgical and other appliances. )

6. “That all medical officers should be appointed
for life or during good behaviour.” .

Dinner. The business portion of the meeting being
concluded, the members of the Branch dined together,
the President occupying the chair. Dr. Paget, presi-
dent of the Association, was present. A very pleasant
‘evening was spént, and several good speeches made,
in which the hospitality of the President and the
labours of the Secretary, Dr. Latham, were warmly
applauded. - c

NORTHERN BRANCH: ANNUAL MEETING.

THE first annual meeting of this Branch was held in
the library of the Newecastle-upon-Tyne Infirmary,
on Wednesday, June 28th, at .10.30 a.m.; D. %.
‘WaiTe, M.D., President, in the chair. There were
also present—Sir John Fife (Newcastle); W. C.
Blackett, Esq. (Durham); E. Charlton, M.D. (New-
castle); H. Clark, M.D. (Ferry Hill); R: Clarke, Esq.
(Newcastle); T. Cossar, M.D. (Hurworth) ; D. Emble-
ton, M.D. (Newcastle); H. G. Hardy, Esq. (Byers
Green); E. Heffernan, Esq. (Spennymoor); T.
Humble, M.D. (Newcastle); J. Jackson, Esq. (Us-
worth) ; T. H. Jackson, M.D. (Darlington); J. Job-
son, Esq. (Bishop Auckland); F. D. Jones, M.D.
(Washington) ; J. Mackie, Esq. (Heighington); W.
23
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A. Morton, Esq. (Gateshead); J. C. Murray, M.D.
(Newecastle) ; G. H. Philipson, M.D. (Newcastle) ; S.
E. Piper, Esq. (Darlington); J. Russell, Esq. (New-
castle) ; J. Thornhill, Esq. (Bulman’s Village); J.
B. Thwaites, Esq. (Bishop Auckland); and as
visitors, Andrew Bolton, M.D. (Newcastle); T. Y.
Thompson, Esq. (Newcastle) ; and J. Hedley, Esq.
(Newcastle).

President’s Address.
borate address, in which he referred to the formation
of the Branch ; and expressed his gratification at the
rapid increase of members; mentioning that on
December 1st, 1864, when the Branch was formed,
there were twenty-two members, whereas now there
are fifty-six. In forcible terms, the advantages of
the Association, the Branch, and the Medical Pro-
vident Society, were severally explained. The various
changes and improvements that have occurred in
Newcastle during the last thirty-five years were re-
counted ; the social and sanitary condition of the
town considered; and many interesting events re-
ferred to connected with the charitable and other
public institutions.

On the motion of Sir Jorx Fi1rE, seconded by Mr.
Jossow, the thanks of the meeting were heartily
accorded to the President for his address, with the
request that he would allow it to be printed in the
JOURNAL.

Officers for 1865-66. The following officers were
elected. President—D. B. White, M.D. President-
Elect—Sir John Fife, M.A., F.R.C.S. Honorary Se-
cretary and Treasurer—G. H. Philipson, M.A., M.D.
Council of Management: Northumberland — Edward
Charlton, M.D. ; Dennis Embleton, M.D.; Durham—
T. T. Parker, M.D.; H. G. Hardy, L.R.C.P. Repre-
sentatives to the General Council—D. B. White, M.D.;
Sir John Fife.

New Members. The following gentlemen were
unanimously elected members of the Association and
Branch: G. Y. Heath, M.D., Newcastle; William
Murray, M.D., Newcastle; J. C. Thomson, M.D,,
Thornley.

Papers.
1. Case
D.

The following papers were then read.
of Morbus Addisenii. By D. Embleton,

of Osteosarcoma in connection with the

By J. C. Murray, M.D.
of Puerperal Tetanus. By G. H. Philip-

2. Case
Hip-joint.

8. Case
son, M.D.

A vote of thanks was given to each gentleman for
his paper; and a similar compliment having been
paid to the President for his able conduct in the
chair, the members proceeded to visit the wards of
the Infirmary and the College of Medicine.

Several microscopes and pathological specimens
were on the table.

Dinner. In the evening, the members and their
friends dined together at the Queen’s Hotel, the Pre-
sident in the chair, and the President-elect in the
vice-chair.

RovAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS. At a meeting. of
the Council of the college on the 4th inst., Mr. Cesar
H. Hawkins, F.R.S., Serjeant-Surgeon to Her Ma-
jesty the Queen, was elected the representative of
the college at the General Council of Education and
Registration, in the vacancy caused by the retire-
ment of Mr. J. M. Arnott. Mr. John Hilton, F.R.S,,
was elected an examiner of the college, and Mr.
James Luke, F.R.S., was elected a member of the
Dental Board, both vacancies having been caused by
the resignation of Mr. Arnott.
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The PrESIDENT read an ela-
‘upon to exercise their elective franchise.

Correspomdence,

POOR-LAW MEDICAL REFORM.
LeTTER FROM RICHARD GRIFFIN, Esq.

Sir,—In the course of a few days, the Poor-law
medical officers of England and Wales will be called
Allow me
space, therefore, to beg of them that they will not
promise their votes until they have communicated,
either personally or by letter, with the candidates
for their suffrages, and, at least, obtained a general
promise that, when questions of Poor-law medical
relief come before the House of Commons, that they
will give the subject their serious attention. I think
that the communication should be made privately,
and not on the hustings, for fear of exciting opposi-
tion from the guardians, who are more numerous
than the medical officers, and, consequently, have
more influence.

. Let them inform the candidates, that the subject
is one of vast importance ; that the treatment of the
sick poor in the workhouses, as revealed by the late
inquests, by the Sanitary Commission of the Lancet
(see Lancet, July 1st, 1865), and by other evidence, is
most lamentable. Tell them that there are a million
and a quarter of the labouring poor annually under
the medical treatment of the Poor-law medical offi-
cers, who are about 3100 in number; and that the
payments made to those officers do not average more
than three shillings per patient—a sum so small that
it is quite inadequate to the duties required of them.

Tell them, that the resolution of the Select Com--
mittee, so far as medical relief is corfcerned, is not
borne out by the evidence, as will be readily per-
ceived by an examination of it ; and that the single
incorrect and unsupported evidence of Mr. Cane, an
inspector of the Poor-law Board, has been allowed
to outweigh all other evidence on the subject, even’
the statement of the Right Hon. T. Sotheron Est-
court to the deputation of about one hundred medical
men and several members of Parliament, who waited
upon him in 1859, when he was President of the Poor-
law Board. The right hon. gentlemansaid, «The
matter ought not to continue in its present state ;
and if I continue in office, I shall use the best means
in my power to put the question on a better footing,
and to make such arrangements as will be satisfac-
tory both to you and to the public.”

Much more may be said in conversation on this
subject, 80 as to convince the candidate of its great
importance ; and if the opportunity permit, the ques-
tion of general medical reform and the grievances of
the army and navy medical men may be brought
under consideration. I am, etc.,

RICHARD GRIFFIN.
12, Royeal Terrace, Weymouth, July 3, 1865.

P.S. I take this opportunity to acknowledge the
receipt of one guinea (the tenth subscription) from
Dr. F. J. Brown of Rochester, towards the expenses
of the Association.

AN ANTHROPOLOGICAL SOCIETY was inaugurated
on May 14th at Madrid.

TeE EpDINBURGHE COLLEGE OF PHuysiciaNs has
established a scholarship of £25 a year, which may
be held for two years. The prize is open to all me-
dical students commencing study before 1865. It
will be competed for on the 23rd and 24th of October
npxt, the examination being in Greek and Latin clas-
sics. ‘
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PWedrenl Hebos,

AroTHECARIES’ HALL. On June 29th, 1865, the fol-
lowing Licentiates were admitted :—
Cass, William Cunningham, University College
Fonsworth, John Cornelius, 37, Tavistock Street
Morgan, William John, Burwood Place West
‘Worsley, James Henry, Manchester Hospital
Wright, K.dward Seymour, London Hospital
At the same Court, the following passed the first
examination :—
: Hayden, James Augustus, Charing Cross Hospital
Lucas, George, St. Thomas’s Hospital
Pryce, Richard Matthews, University College
Randall, John George, St. Mary’s Hospital
Young, Frederick William, University College

APPOINTMENTS.

*Terry, Henry, jun., Esq., appointed Certifying Surgeon under the
Factory Act, for Northampton and its neighbourhood.

DEATHS.

*C00FK, Robert, Esq., of Gainsborough, in London, aged 20, lately.

DanienL, William F., M.D., F.L.S., at Southampton, aged 45, on
June 26.

*ForEMAN, Robert C., M.D., at Brighton, lately.

Jonnsox, Henry, Esq., Surgeon, at Walton-on-the-Hill, Liverpool,
aged 52. on June 19.

MarsH. On June 20th, at Nantes, the wife of Frederick Marsh,
Esq., Surgeon, of Thaxted, Essex.

*PRrIOR, F. J. G., Esq., at Tewkesbury, lately.

*ScorT, Samuel K., Esq., at Brighton, aged 46, on June 9.

*8corT, William, M.D., at Odiham, aged 39, on July 4.

Tre Do Nuisance. The papers this week record
another case of death from hydrophobia in London.

" M. CzerMAK of Prague, has been appointed Profes-
gor of Physiology at Jena.

EumieraTION., Dr. W. D. Stone, F.R.C.S., has been
appointed surgeen-superintendent of the government
emigrant ship General Caulfeild.

TeE ELEcrioN. It is generally believed that Mr.
Clement, in conjunction with the present member,
Mr. G. Tomline, will be returned for Shrewsbury
without opposition. Both profess Liberal principles.

ItLEGAL PRACTICE. A pharmacien of Bourges has
been fined fifty francs and judicial costs for having
illegally practised medicine, and making up drugs
without a medical man’s prescription.

BromproN HospiTaL FoR Consumprion, The
Queen of the Netherlands visited this institution.on
the 3rd inst. Her Majesty was received by the
Marquis of Westminster, and by several members of
the committee of management and leading officials.

UniversiTY oF EpinBureH. Mrs. T. Bruce has
presented £10,000 to the Edinburgh University for
the founding of prizes and scholarships for the pur-
pose of aiding and encouraging students in all the
Faculties.

Poisonous Jarar. To take a jalap purge in Con-
stantinople at present is something like taking a
fatal dose. M. Della-Ladda, the pharmacien, states
to the Medical Society there, that there is sold for
Jjalap one of the most violent of vegetable poisons,
viz., Indian Aconitum Feroz. )

A STATUE TO JENNER. A musical celebration of a
singular kind, a féte on the inauguration of a statue
to Jenmer, of vaccination memory, is to be held at
Boulogne next month. M. Elwart has written a
choral piece for the occasion, called “ A Hymn to
Beauty,” to be sung by the Orphéonists of the place.
(Reader.)

FemaLe Docrors. In an action brought for dam-
ages done to a lady by careless driving, we read that
the husband, in whose name the action was brought,
was a chemist and druggist at Rotherhithe, and his
wife was studying medicine at the college in Norfolk
Street with a view to a diploma.

HoM®oPATHY IN THE FRENCH SENATE. In the
Senate on the 1st inst., a debate took place upon a
petition in favour of certain privileges to be accorded
to homceopathic doctors. M. Dumas and M. Dupin
condemned the principles of homeeopathy, which were
defended by M. Bonjean and M. Thayer. The Senate
then passed to the order of the day.

Inpian MepicaL OFFicErs. In the House of
Commons, on Thursday week, Mr. Bazley asked the
Secretary of State for India whether it was true or
not, as stated in the United Service Gazette and Home
News, that the Indian medical warrant had been can-
celled ; if such was the case, what measures were to
be taken as regards the pay and organisation of the
medical department, and when would those measures
be reported to the House; and why, pending such
changes, medical officers in India had not at least re-
ceived the pay of their relative ranks. Sir C. Wood
said he had introduced a bill last year for the pur-
pose of enabling a sufficient number of assistant-sur-
geons who had entered the Queen’s general service
to be drawn upon to form a medical staff. The House
was pleased to throw out that bill on the third read-
ing, and he was therefore compelled to maintain a
separate establishment for India. The government
of India consequently had written in very strong
terms, pointing out the great disadvantage and great
additional expense caused by the maintainence of the
double establishment; but no step had been taken
in consequence of those representations. The state-
ment, therefore, implied in the question of his hon.
friend was entirely incorrect; the warrant had not
been cancelled, and satisfaction was felt by the medi-
cal officers in India at their position and pay.

RovaL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS. A conversazione
was held at the college on the 28th ult. In the
Council room were displayed the handsome mace of
the college, presented by George IV, together with
some valuable plate; here also were seen the large
painting by Hans Holbein of Henry VIII granting
the charter to the Barber Chirurgeons, and that chef
d’euvre of Sir Joshua Reynolds, the portrait of John
Hunter ; Sir Astley Cooper’s portrait, by Sir Thomas
Lawrence; the portrait of Sir Cesar Hawkins, by
Hogarth ; and many other past worthies of the col-
lege. It was the noble library of the institution,
however, which was, perhaps, the chief point of at-
traction ; here were displayed some fine specimens of
sculpture from the studios of Macdowall, Weekes,
Noble, Adams, and others. On the walls were sus-
pended some of the finest paintings from the casels
of Sir Edward and Mr. Charles Landseer, contributed
by those gentlemen. Mr. E. W. Cooke, R.A., most
liberally supplied a large number of his charming
works, as did also Mrs. Gibbons from her large and
valuable collection. Professor Fergusson contributed
a fine view of Edinburgh from Craig Miller, one of
the earliest productions of the late David Roberts, a
portrait of John Abernethy by Sir Thomas Lawrence,
and a small copy of Holbein’s large picture above
alluded to. Mr. Hodgson, the president, sent the
fine picture by Hannah, of Harvey demonstrating
his theory of the circulation of the blood to Charles
I, so well known to most readers by the engraving of
Mr. Lemon. Frofessor Quain sent some of Sydney
Cooper’s fine ’groups of cattle; Professors Prescott
Hewett, and W. Bowman sent several fine paintings
from their collections. In the smaller library were
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deposited the result of the explorations by Professor
Busk of the caves at Gibraltar, exhibiting some rare
specimens of extinet animals, domestic utensils, and
stone arrow-heads. Dr. Cobbold, of the Middlesex
Hospital, displayed the fine collection of entozoa
from human bodies, prepared by him for the museum.
The Council of the Royal Botanic Society most liber-
ally supplied a large collection of fine exotic plants of
rare beauty; and, to make up for the deficiency of
smell, M. Rimmel had ingeniously placed his perfume
vaporisers, now in constant use at the college during
the anatomical examinations, near the plants, thus
dispersing a most agreeable perfume of sweetbriar
throughout the building. .

Meprcan Porrticians., Dr. Jacoby, of the Prussian
Landtag, has been sentenced to six months’ imprison-
ment for having at Berlin called upon his constituents
to refuse to pay the taxes to an unconstitutional go-
vernment. The Liberals are in good hopes that the
shutting up of a man of his renown will benefit them
nearly as much as the death of Herr Virchow at the
hands of Herr von Bismark, had such a catastrophe
actually occurred. Dr. Jacoby, a physician at Konigs-
burg, is a man well known for courage, integrity, and
the services he has rendered his country in its consti-
tutional struggles. It was he who twenty-five years
ago, in a famous pamphlet, began the war against ab-
solutism ; who, in 1848, had a very extraordinary en-
counter at Sans-Souci with King Frederick William
IV, which made his name the most respected and re-
vered among the many Radicalsin the land. His many
pamphlets have frequently brought down legal prose-
cution upon his devoted head, but always ended in his
acquittal. This is the first time he has been actually
convicted. Dr. Frenzel, another able member of the
Lower House, has had also two months’ imprisonment
awarded to him, for speaking disrespectfully of the
King at a public meeting.

CuemIsTS’ AND DrRUGGISTS’ Brnrs. The following
report of a select committee of the House of Commons
on the Chemists’ and Druggists’ Bills, No. 1 and No.
2, has just been published. ¢ Your committee have
examined witnesses on the general questions raised
by the provisions contained in the two bills commit-
ted to them, and have heard evidence in support of
the Chemists’ and Druggists’ (No. 1) Bill. Your
committee then passed the following resolutions : 1.
That no compulsory examination or registration under
the bills referred to the committee should be required
of persons now carrying on the trade of chemists and
druggists. 2. That the bill do provide that no other
person shall, after a day to be fixed by the bill, sell
certain dangerous drugs, to be scheduled in the bill,
unless he shall be examined ard registered.” By the
adoption of the second resolution as an amendment
to a proposal that persons compounding medicines
from the prescriptions of medical men should also be
examined, your committee decided against the prin-
cipal provision contained in the Chemists’ and Drug-
gists’ (No. 1) Bill, and they accordingly resolved to
proceed with the Chemists’ and Druggists’ (No. 2)
Bill. After several clauses of the bill were passed,
considerable difficulty arose in providing for the first
formation of the council to which the duty of regulat-
ing the examination of chemists and druggists was
to be entrusted; and your committee, considering
the advanced period of the session, were compelled to
abandon the expectation of any useful result from a
further consideration of the bill. Having, therefore,
disposed pro formd of the remaining clauses, they
came to the following resolution :—¢ That, inasmuch
as there appears to be little prospect of any satisfac-
tory termination to the labours of the committee in
the present session, it is desirable that the evidence,
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so far as it has been already taken, and the proceed-
ings of the committee, be reported to the House, ac-
companied by a recommendation that the government
should, early in the new parliament, bring in a bill
on the subjects referred to the committee.” Your
committee have, in conclusion, to report that, in their
opinion, it is not expedient to proceed further with
e]ilther of the bills which have been committed to
them.”

StarisTics or Lire. Dr. W. Farr has completed
his supplementary volume on the mortality of Eng-
land in the ten years 1851-60. There islittle definite
information respecting the rate of embryonic mortal-
ity. In the 26 years 1838-63 there were registered in
England the deaths of no less than 2,374,379 infants
born alive but not living for a single year. At this
present time 100,000 infants of less than a year old
die every year in England. The French returns are
very minute, and show in 1856 a mortality of 154 per
cent. per annum in the first seven days after birth,
120 in the second seven days, and 54 in the sixteen
days following. The mortality among children under
5 years of age in the ten years 1851-60 was very little
over 4 per cent. in the more healthy districts of Eng-
land ; in one or two thinly-peopled districts in the
extreme north it was under 2-5 per cent. Among the
children of peers it has been calculated to be little
over 2 per cent.; among the children of the clergy in
1829 and 1858 rather over 3 per cent. On the other
hand, there are 151 districts of England where, taken
as a whole, the child mortality of 1851-G0 exceeded 8
per cent. In the ten years 1851-60 the mean annual
mortality among children under five was 10149 per
cent,. in the city of London (east division); 10219 in
Nottingham ; 10-852 in St. Giles’s; 11-725 in Man-
chester district; and 13198 in Liverpool district.
Passing on to the higher ages, we find the rate of
mortality declining with every year of life up to 12 or
13, when it is at its lowest. Between 10 and 15 years
of age less than five boys in a thousand die in the
year. Twenty years later in life the mortality is
doubled, and goes on increasing to the close. At all
ages the variation in the rate in different districts is
shown to be very striking. The mortality of men in
towns demands a careful investigation. At 45-55 the
mortality of London men is not far from double that
of men in the healthy districts of the country. It is
much higher at every age than the mortality of wo-
men in London. In the ten years 1851-60 the deaths
in 30 large town districts of England, with an aggre-
gate mean population of 2,541,630, comprising seven
London districts and the principal provincial town
districts, averaged 71,194 a year, while the deaths at
the rate in healthy country districts would have been
only 38,459—an annual loss of above 32,000 lives in
much less than a seventh of the population. There
can now be no doubt that mere proximity of dwellings
does not necessarily involve a high rate of mortality.
If an adequate water supply and sufficient arrange-
ments for drainage and cleansing are secured, the
evils which make dense districts so fatal may be miti-
gated. It is remarkable that some of the dense dis-
tricts of cities are already comparatively salubrious.
The mortality of a district is by no means bound to
its density of population. Bermondsey is less densely
inhabited than St. James’s, Westminster, but the
mortality is considerably greater. Itis also to be noted
that in London the mortality fell from the annual
rate of 25 per 1,000 in the decenniad 1841-50 to 24
per 1,000 in 1851-60. The mortality of Lancashire
and Cheshire also declined from 27 to26. Taking all
England, though the growth in numbers, of course,
increased the density of population, the rate of mor-
tality did not increase, but continued at 22 per 1,000.



