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MEDICAL, SURGICAL. OBSTETRICAL.

EVIDENCE OF SEVERE ILLNESS AFFORDED BY
APPEARANCE OF, NAILS AFTER RECOVERY.

TII amount of interesting correspondence occasioned by
tlhe publication of cases illustrative of this subject ibduces
nmo to tlhink that the following case occurring in mny prac-

tice imiay be interestin& to your realders. I lmuLst admit
thatmy attention lhas lnever been directed to the subject
up to the present time, but evidently sucll cases are

comlmon enough, and therefore warrant careful considei-a-
tioln. I have had under my olservatioii for several years a

illan between 70 andl 80, wNho lhas during several winters
suffered severely from cllilblains on hiis lhands, and in tlhe
miiorning when dressing, anid after washiing, the tips of tllc
lingers as far as the first joilnt, espmcially the first and
second fingers, becomle almost white and void of feeling.
Tfiis is only relieved by brisk frictioni. -In frosty wveather
thlis condition prevails till aftei the midday meal, even in a

warmii room, accompaimied by bluelness beneatli the lnails.
At a later stagce the chilblains vesicate, and considerable
inflanimation anld swellingcf the parts ocCUr. With1 miore
or less severity, during tlle Cold weather, relieved some-

wlhat by ittervals of cessation of frost, tlme synmptoms
persist, tlhc nails iow (June 6tlh) presenting the appear-
ances as in Figs. l and 2, pages-869-70, BRITISH MEDICAL
.TOU1RAL, April 15tl, the wllite lines lnot being quite so

dlistinct, but the nails present a patchy appearance; those
of the little fingers on each lhanid have a faint purple
aippearance, the other fing,ers and tllubs being tlhus less
markod. All the nlails have ri(lges and depressions'extend-
ing the whliole of tlheir leliithl and widtl, the deplessions
being ten'der whenlprssed upon, and preselnting a bluislh
tint bemmeatli; on co1ining to the end of the fiInger they get
thjin, amid exlhibit a tenldenicy to lolngitudinal splittiing. A

p)Ccuiiar appearance is prescieted by the ring finigers of
both hands, under thel nails a tlhick pulpy substalnce raises
the nail above its level, and apparently tlhreatens its
dlestruction. The left rinlg-finger nail lhas a dark appear-

auce, especially at tlic base of tllh lunula, very tender to
tlhC touIC. The lunulac aire absent, except those of the
thumnbs, and the first and secolnd finzgems of the right hand.
Doubtless, aus in form-ier years, later in the summnier the

niails will gcow into a niormial conditioi. I think the woise

condition cf the left fingers imay -be due to that lhand
ha,ngina downi in wallking, col-d alnd congestionl tllus lhaving
miore effect u)oll it.
Since these lnotCs -were compiled the conidition of tlle

nail of the left rling-finger- justifies mily opinion tllat tlhc
initerrup tion of tllc circuilation at the mnatrix lhas proved
sufficient to destroy its vitality, foi naow the whlole of the
niail is evidelntly dead, of a dirty blutislh colonir, alnd iaisecd
at tllh extremity by a substance of a waity clharacter,
apparenitly extending to som1]e distaimec benicatlh tllc nail.
And as vet there is no appearainec of a n-iew lnail com1iing to

replace the old. Tlmero is lio pain, aild tllc parts i-ciimain
stationiary.
As Di. Flow1i- suggests, a severe illness miiay witlhout

(doubt often cause this pectuliar affection of the niails, but
all the coiresponidnc.ec, supplemiiented by Sir,Samucl Wilks's
very interestig 11nGtes, mecording hiis owni ease as well as

those of " Sea Siel.- ness" and "EEliglislh Cholera," warrant
the conclusion tiLt aniy teumporary depressintg influence
may produLce sucLl results, cspecially, if frequently, as in

illy own case, and still mol(lre inmaiked in Sir Samlucl Wilks's
case of the two attacks of sea-sickness, tlherefore, as lie

sxys, " tlhouglh at firstf lie 'was under the impression that
th1Cy were indicative of somlle previous severe illness, lhe
concluded it could lnot be so, other-wise they would be of
c'eryday occurreICe anid well known to every medical
man." The intim-.te conimiexion of thlc nails with tlhe skin
fully justifies the idea tllat searlatilia nmay often be
atttended witl these peculiar appearances, cspecially if
le-squaimation should be very profuse. I think, then, we

may conclude that suclh conditions may be, and generally
are, produced by at sudden,. more or less complete, obstruc-
tion of the capillary dircnlation arouind thme matrix of the nail,
which wvould suffice to clestroy its vitality, but, if not too
long continued, it m-ay be restored by the free anastonlosis

of the vesse,ls. If,lhowever, it 1ltsts '011( en ugl], deatlh and
desquaiiation of the -nail 'w'ould occur, just as wvith
frostbite, which, if n6glected or treated injudiciouisly by
applicatioln of suddclen lheat, causes gangrene of the affected
part.

,Jolvx EWEI.NS,
L.R.C.P.Lond. alid L.R.C.S.Edin.

BREECH PRESENTATION.
Mnss. A., Eurasian, aged 31,1as hlad eight children, fouir

being head and four breecll presentations. The first clhild
was born -when tlec mother was 22 years old. All the

children Were full-term, were of normal sizc, and wverc
born alive, and six of them are still living. The other
two died at the ages of 1 year 7 mlonths and 2 montlhs
respectivcly. The labours have all been quite easy, and in
no case was assistance necessary.

Tlho first, fifth, sixtlh, and seventli labours werc breecl
presentations, and the second, tlhird, fourtlh, and eiglhtl
lhcad presentations. I lhave examined the motlher carefully,
botlh during pregnancy and between pregnancies, and caii
find no abnormality whatever to account for the repeated
breeclh presentations. Tho usual causes mentioned as

likely to give rise to breeclh presentation (tw-inis, prema-
ture chiil, dead child, contracted pelvis, excess of liquor
amnii, etc.) lhave been absent.

Witlh regard to the fact that laxity of abdominal walls
and obliquity of uterus common in multiparac tend to
cause breeclh presentation, it is interesting to note that the
first labour was a brechli presentation.

R. KELSALL, M.B., B.S.,
Captain, I.M.S.,

Civil Surgeon, Thayetinyo, Burma.

A CASE OF ANENCEPHALUS WITH SPINA BIFIDA
AND EXCESSIVE LIQUOR AMNII.

TIlE patielnt, aln unmiiarriecl woman of 36 years of agc,
consulted mic recently about lher condition. I1cr last
period was in November, 1910, the latter part, but slhc
stated that conception occurred during the seconda' week in
December. On examination the abdomuen was found to 1)3
distended to an enormous size, and the child coLuld be

distinctly miade out, buLt apparently not of any great size;
no neek could be miiade out definitely. She had lhad great
sickness during the whole timne of carrying the child, and

had increasing constipation, accomnpanied witlh great
flatulence. I was, sent for recently by the nurse. P7p to
theni there lhad been no evidence of prenmature labour. The
naurse informied mnc that the patient lhad passe-i nearly two
chambers ftull of 'Water, whiclh, on examliinatioln ,proved to
be li(uor amnii. On examining the abdomeen, which lhad
been. distended to its utniost capacity previously, it was

found to be miiuclireduced in size. The caput "per vagiia"
was felt as an irregtular miiass, but high up, the os only
being, ldilated sufficiently to pass the forefilnger. On being seit
for a second tiimie the Inu-se ilnformed ine that labour wvas

COmlling rapidly, -with only very moderate pains, an( thlat
sollmething was protruding from the vagina, whliclh shie

tllouglht was tllc placenta. On examiniation (per v-agiiie((l)
a ,;oft miiass could be sCele and felt surirounding a sharp anld
irregular edge of tlle vertex, whiclh was obviously absenlt;
furtlhcrmore a soft, pappy, and brainy-lookingc exudation
wcascomig away, which facts led .m to suippose that tlle
case was p)robably the rare example of all anenaeeplhahic
monster. Slhortly afterwards a mliale was borni dlead witl case,
except for some difficulty as regard;s tllc slhoulders, wlichl
were very broaC, and gave solmie little trouble, as is often
the case witlh-these monsters. The clhild was atpparently
seven mionthIs1 old, alnd weighed over 4 lbs. It lhad a spina
bifida extendling dowin to the middle dorsal region of the verte-
bra, probably of tlhe syringo-miycloccle variety. Tlhe placenta
was very sminall (also tle cord), alnd acldherent miiore or less,
aiid had to be carefully pared away, tllc patient bCeig Weli
'douched afterwvards. Slhc lost very little blood all througlh,
and wvas very comfortable. Tlle r-arity of these cases ad(l
the difficulty in diagnosis soinctim-es led lilc to tlhink this
case -wortli colm-mentinig uipon'. Anencephalic muonisters
occur; rouglhly, one in -nine hundred cases. At the Rotunda'
Hospital, Dtublin, out of 11.521 births, tlhirteen' of theCm
W&re anenceplialic m1ionsters.

W. RONALD KIRENESS,
Portsincuth. M.I.C.S.Eng., L.L.C.P.Lond.

Bristol.
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liabetes, Iiis last voltiume on the stubject liavincg been
published so lately as this spring."

Tlle portrait rpl) ou-l2ed on p. 777 is a facsimile of an
original drawinig made by Mr. WN. Straug, A.R.A., in 1908.
This very characteristic work, whiclh shows- Dr. 1Pavv in
hiis lhabit as lhe lived, hangs in the rooms of the Royal
Society of Medicine. It wes issue(d in a limited nulmnber
l)y Mi. Tlhomas R. WVay, of 6 and 7, (otough Square, Fleet
Street, Lonidoni, E.C.

Dr. HALE WHITE contribuites tlle fo'lowing pe- s al
appreciation: There is no douibt that Englislh medicine
ii the poorer now that Dr. Pavy lhas passcd- away,
not only on accotunt of his contriblutior s to it, but
also because he has always been a shining example to
all of us to try ancl get at the truLth of things. Lona
after tlho time at which most men rest from t'ieir labours
lie has continued his quest. The last conversation I bad
-with him was but a few weeks ago; lie tleln saidl he
hoped he would die while still following hi!s researchles.
He has had his wish. He was quiet and reserved, but
his face lit uip and became sufftused witli a smile of pleasure,
if lie talked about any researcll in wlich lie wa's at the
time interested, and he was always on tle side of the
ilnvestigator. Hence it was a sinlcere pleasture to himii to be
the President of the Association for the Advancement of
Medicine by Researclh, ard even in hiis later year-s lie took
nuch trouble to attend the meetings of the Physiological
Socicty. Not leng ago tlce mem-ibers of this society conferred
a uinique lhonouir upon hinm by givirg hjim a silver bo-wl
t3 sigiiify tllcir admiration of hiis lifelolng edevotioil to
researclh. He was muheli touelhed by tlhis, aiid very l)roli(
of the bowl. I was at a siiiall dinniier party lie gave after
lie lhad reaclhed the age of 80; the bowl stood on the table,
anid it was pleasanit to see liow greatly the gift lhad added
to the lhappiniess of this veterani, because lie felt it slhowed
that Iiis long devotioni to scienitific investigationi lhad been
ppreciated by those wlho by tlheir traiu.iig were capable

of appreciating it. Ofteni the love of original investigation
is comllbinied witlh ani unmiethodical iise of tiniie. Not so
with Dr. Pavy; lie was punctual in Iiis attenidanice at the
liospital, anid almiiost always, after he lhad fiinishle(l his
r-ounid, lhe retired to his laboratory. He spared neitlher
timiie lnor iimoiiey oln it. He did niot teaclh mluheli at the
bedside, except to those wh1o were williiig to learni
by observing 1OW tlhorotigh lie was. The Sister always
cal-ried round with lher a tray ftill of apparatus for testing
the uirine, so t'lat Dr. Pavy mighlt, if lie wished, check
the statemients niade by the clerks about it. IHIe did not
often give hiis reasons for a particuLlar diagnosis or treat-
miieiit; I reniember lie astonislhed ius one afternooni by
or(lering a red-hot iron to be applied that evening to tlle
spine of a man who said lie could not walk, and wliom we
bElieved to lhave organic paraplegia. No soorer lhad we left
the ward than the mialingerer fled the lhospital cuLred of hlis
paraplegia. Pavy was an admirable general pllysician; no
one had less reason to be afraid that Ilis diagnosis wouild
be shown to be wrong by tlhe demonstrator of miiorbi(d
aniatomy. He was a strong mian, nlever afraid of express-
ing Iiis opinions, provided lie lhad time and facts to forni
tlhem; tlherefore it belhoved those whlo engagedl in coni-
trovetsy with hirm to see to the joints of their
arniour before they began. His precision, punetuiality, love
of orde-, and firmness, all combined to m-lake an
excellent clhairman; a meeting always went smiiootlily if
lic presided over it. His strengtlh of clharacter miade
hlimn remarkably sAf-reliant; this was slhowin in an amusing
way after he lhad reachied 80. He was telliDg some of us
that lie was going to a congress at Budapest; one of us
lhad fm-iends tlhere, an(d offered to w%vrite an(d get loomi.s for
hiiu and look after hiim. He tllanked us. but replied that
lie enjoyed travelling alone and fending for hiimlself, wlhiclh
lie did excellently on this occasion anid miiany others. That
lie worked witlh the traie scientific spirit of ti-yinlg to solve
problems apart froiii any fuiltler rewar(d tllail tIe satisfac-
tioni. of arriving a little nearer the ti-ritli is shown by his
conitinuing hiis researclles till hiis deatlh, but it so clialnced
that they inade Iiini famous, as an autlhority oni digestioin
and diabetesI, auId hene a large )ractice flowed tow-ards
hlim. This was fortuneate, for lie wXas by) nature both
hlospitable and genci-ouls; lie enljoyed gyiv'ing excellenlt
dlinners, and,. as thlose whlo dined w^ithl hiinm know, lie ulnder -
stood thle art of dtinlg better thlan most menl. Many years ago

lhe buiilt, maintained, and gave to tlhe sttudents at Gtuy's aii
excellenit gymnnasium. Whlatever lhe did, lie always likedl
to do as well as possible. This came ouit even in Jittlo
iatters; for exaniple, lie was faiiious for the excellenec of-
hiis horises, and artificial light being, a necessity, hie liked
to light hiis lhotuse as efficiently as lie could; consequentlv
lie was onie of the first in Lonidon to inistall tlho electric
liglht. But this clharacteristic also shlowed itself in great.
matters, for it, combined witli an indomitable perseverance,
was evident iji all 'his work. The recollectioni of Dr. Pavy
spelnding tim-le, thought, and moIney in tryinig to unravel
thio problQms of physiology and patliology uip till hlis deatlh,
lhappily postponed till the age of 82, will alvays be a lhelp
to tllose who feel dauinted and discouiraged by the im-
nminsity alnd complexitv of the riddles they are attemipting-
to solve. Nolne of us can tell what will be the fate of his
miiost cherished views, btut this at least we know, that for
all time lie will be an outstanding ornament to British-
miiediciiae, for- it is.doubtful wlhether the physician ever-
lived who soughtVtruth for so long or so wlhole-heartedly
as did Dr. Pavy;

[We muchelrregret tlhat, owingi to the abselnce from town
of several of those who kniew Dr. Pavy best, welhave been
unlable to procure otlher appreciations.JI

DR. THOMiAS Dwi(,IIT, ti1) suciessor of Oliver Wendell
IHolnies in the Chair of Anatomiiy at Harvard, died on
September 8th, in tlle 68th year of his age. Born at Bostoin
in 1843, le took hiis Doctor's degree at Harvard in 1867.
Iti 1872 lie was Lecturer on Comiparative Aniatomy at
Harvard. Later lhe was for a few years Professor of
Aniatomv in Bowdoin College. In 1883 lhe succeleded
Holmes, whose close personal friend lie w-as. Professor.
Dwviglit was for five years Editor of tlle B3oston Medical
and Sur)-gical Joutrnal, aid was the autlhor of sev'eral w-%rks
on ainatomical subjects.

TIIE total numiiber of stuldenits in tlhe tmiiiv,ersities of
Italy wlho obtaine(d the (loctor's (egree in 1910 wvas 643.
The niuminber of stud(lents registere(d in the several medical
factulties dtiring the present year is 4,326.
ITNDER tlle Will of the late Mr. Isaac Lovell Berridge, a

h1osiery mi-achine manufacturer of Leicester, tlic infirnmary
in that town receives a bequest of £500.
Dr. F. M. SANDWITH, Greshamli Professor of Physic, w-ill

(leliver four lectures on flies as carriers of disease at the City
of London School, Victoria Emibankmenit, o October lOtl,
11th, 12th, and 13th. The lecttures, which are free to the
lublic, will begin at 6 p.m. on eaclh eveling.
THEFseventeenthi session cf the SchIool of Pliarmnacy,

cond(lucted by the Pharmaceutical Society of Great Britaiti,
is to comlnmenice niext Wednesday, the occatioi l)eing
larked by the (lelivery of ani inaug,ural address by Dr.

J. Macdlonal(d Brown. The Hanbury gol(d med(lal for the
year will be presente(d on the sanie (late.
AN examination of candi(lates for fifteeni commlilissions in

the lRoyal Navy Medical Service will be lheld at the
Elxamlination Hall, Victoria Embankment, onl Noveniber
30tll and following (lays. Fuill particuilars anid entry forms'
can he obtainedl on apl)lication to the Medical Director-
General, Adlmiralty, S.W.
Mr. M. GREENWOOD, jun11., will begin a couirse of lectnrecs

au(d demonstrationis at the Lister Institute of Preventive
Medicine, Chelsea Bi i(dge Roac, S. W., on statist-ical
imietho(ds and(l their applications in lpreveiitivo miledlicine
an(d pathology on October 16tlh at 5 p.m. The course is open
free to medical 1mlen and others interested in the subject.
THE autumin meeting of the South-Eastern Division of

the Medico-Psyclhological Association will bel hel(d at the
Buieks County Asylum, Stone, Aylerbarv, oni October 4th.
At 1.30 p.m. Dr. Hutgh Kerr will er t wrtaiii the mcmbers to
Iluncelheoni. At 2.15 p.mu. there wYill be a mlceting of the
Divisional Commllittee, aln(d at 2.45 the gcnieral meeting will
commilellce. Commuinications will be read by Dr. John
Tu'rner onl A Classification of Inisainity, " air(i by- Dr. "J. F.
(orson on "Insane Here(lity in the IrAs3ne of a Riural
Polpulation." It is proposed that the memnbers. will (linie
togsether after the meetinig at the Cafte Mlonico, Piccadilly
(2irous, 'W., at 6.45 p.m., provided that a sufficient niiiiiiber
of naines are Obtained.


