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PROFESSOR WILHELM WUNDT, the distinguis-he(d physio-
lo,,ist of Lieipzig, celelblated Ihis 80tlh birth(lay on
August 16t-h.

THE All-India Sanitary Coniferenice, wlich Sir Harcott
13Butler initiated at Bombay last NovemDber, will meet in
Madras this year early in the winter. The draft agenda
hias been circuilated.

FRANKFURT is to hlave a univers-ity of its own. The suml1
of £355,600 having; been subscribed, it follows that the
King of Prulssia will give a formal consent and the uni-
versity will be built. A Goverilmental grant will place the
inew university on a sound tiniancial basis.

THE Frenclh ITrological Association will hold its sixtecnitlh
conigress in Pariis on October 10th and two following (lays
illnder the presidenicy of Professor Guyon. The principal
(luestion propose(d for (lisculssion is a comnparison of the
results of the various treatmlents of tuber-culosis of thle
kidney.
THE coturse of practical traininig for nieat insl)cctors at

the Royal Sanitary Iiistituite will begin oni Frriday, October
4th, alnd that for scliool teaclhers, lhealth visitors, and
slchool nurliXses onl Mloinday, Septemlber 30th. Further
piarticulars cail be obtained on applicationi to the Secretary,
90, Buelkiluglhamii Palace Road, Lonclon, S.W.
IN a dispatchl ad(ldressed to the Secretary of State for

Foreignl Affairs by the Sirdar of the Egyptian Armny in
regard to the military operations in the £$South-lEastern
Suidan fromiJanuary to MIarel, 1912, the nam-le of Captain
\V. Byami, Royal ArmI1y M\edical Corps, is menitioie(d " for
his gallailtry in atten-cdiing to the w-ounded uiinder fire."

THIE Saxon MNedical Disciplinary Couirt (Aerztliclher
Gcrichltshof) has dcetermie(d that the use of the dlescriiptioni,
Specialist in tuberculous diseases,' is not permiiissible.

Th'llis decisioni is basedl on the considleration that the public
wouil(l lhave to make its owin diagnosis of a tuberculous
affection in selecting the l)ractitioner for this purpose,
andl it is incapable of doing this. The court lhas no objec-
tioii to a mie(lical p)inactitioner dlescribing himself as
sspecialist in (liseases of particular organs, buit it regards
it contrary to the interest of the me(lical profession for
the description of specialist applying to any pathological
coIlnlition.
THE fouritlh Interinationial Conigress of Plhysical Education

%will be held at Romle in October (24tlh to 27th). The pro-
gri-amiie of discuissioni.s is as follows: The organiization of
physical e(lucationi as a prepmaration for lmlilitary service;
a ratiolnal method of plhysical trainiing in primary, mid(le,
anid secoindary schools; the value of sports in physical
.education, and their physiological limitations; the physical
cducation of woman in relation with lher function in the
family and in society; respiratory gymniiiastics and choral
sin-cing in schools; open-air schools; the physical exercises
suitable for the prophlylaxis of tuberculosis.

SERIOUS objectioll hias been taken by some miiedical men
to the action of the income-tax authorities of Munlich in
raising the assessmenit of the indivirdual incomes of the
practitioners after they lave made their fLll returns. In
one case the increase is reportedl to have been as much as
£750. Apart from the fact that the in(lividuals concerned
are unwilling to pay the taxes on an income which is
larger than their real one, this protest is based on what,
it is contended, is the unfounded assumption that the
return has been luade with the intention of defrauding
the revenue. It has been suggested that all medical
-mien whose assessments have been altered will combine
together and refuse to pay the increased taxes.

AT Gillingham, in Dorsetshire, oni Tllursday, August
29th, a meeting was ldel for the purpose of hearing
an exposition by Drs. Morgan, Hanly, and Rutter, the
three me(lical men practising in this small town of 3,000
inhabitantss, of the grounds for the present attituide taken
up by thie miiedical profession towards the National In-
surance Act. The proceedings corresponded closely with
those at Brom.sgrove, wllich were recorded in our issue for
July 13th. As thlere is uIndoubtedlly still much mlisconcep-
tion on thle part of the l)ubhic as to the relations of the Act
to the medical profession thlese mneetings are certainly of
utility, especially if steps are takven to emnphasize the non-
political character of the muedical objections to the Act bly

selectinug as clhairmiani some w-ell-klowni adherent of the
Goveirniimienlt.

IsN his reporot for tlle year 1910, Dr. Philip, the Medlical
Officer of Healtlh for Coloimibo, states that tlle year was
unusually cool anid drv. The healtlh of the population, as
indicated by the miiortality statistics, was remarkably
good; tlhe cruile death-rate, 28.8, reckoned on the cor-
rected popuilationi, wvas tlle low^-est recorded since the
registration of deaths was placed oni a satisfactory foot-
ing. The number of deatlhs fromi eaclh of the principal
cauises was below the averal.ge. The nutmiiiber of births
registered in Cololubo was 4,819, giving a rate of 24.9 per
1,000 livilln,. The inifant mlortality-rate was 295 per 1,000
births, the iate for 1910 beinlg the lowest onirecord. The
principal cauises of inifanit deatlhs were convulsions, de-
bility, diarlihoca anid tetanus-all pointing to ignoranice or
lacli of caie on the part of the mlothers, anid inldicating the
necessity for extending the sy-stemii of domiciliary visita-
tion by lhealthl visitors inistitulted a year or two ago.
Frolml a table of the plincipal caulses of (leatlh in eacl
race in 1910, it appears that eiiteric fever lheads the
list for Europeans- pnleumiiionlia and phthisis for Burghers;
phneulnonia aln(d plhthisis for Cilngalese; puliellmoniia for
Tamlils and Malays, anid plhthisis for Moors. Referelnce is
Imla(le in the report to the occurreciie of a type of fever
wI-hichl is locally knu,ow%n as "d(Irainage fever," owing to a
sus)ected relationi to the dIrainage operationis at Colomlbo.
A circular letter w-as sent to all those practising in the
neighllbourhood, anid the opinion of the miiajority was that
thlere was nio distinct type of fever in Colombo associated
withl the drainiage ol)erations. -Most of themii appeared to
think that the cases of so-called " draiinage fe\er"i were
in reality cases of abortive or mliodified eniteric fever or
paratyphuoid, or Rogleis's sevenl (lay fever, or septic sere
throat, andcl that tley were in n1o way associate(d witlh-tlhe
drailnag ol)eration-s. TrleTle were 654 deatl)s fromii phtliiis
durinp; tue year, giving(f a deatlh-rate of 3.37 per 1,000, the
lowest -ate sinice 1903.

WORKMEEN-S (()MPENSATION CASES.
ilIC0dic l Fc 1sl Erideiwce.

A atat Ne.evcastle (April 12tlt illustrates the lhardshiip wlhich
the Workmeni's Compeiisation. Act sometimes inmposes upoln
me(lical practitioniers whlo are siilummoned as witniesses. Dr.
Shepherd iSouitlh Shields), wlho wvas called to give evidence for
the applicant, sai(d: i I was blroulght here on a subpoenia by the
solicitor for thle applicant, anid I have foregone several impor-
tant enagelmlents. I have beeii here niearly all day, and yet
I understand I can be given nio guarantee that I will be paid."Judge Greeiiwell: If thtat is so I slhall certainly nlot ask Dr.
Shepherd to give evidenice. It is very unfair for professionial
meIn to he broughit lhere on a subpoena aind be expected to give
e-idenice withouit some reasoiiable guaranltee that-they will be
paid for wlhat they (1o.
Dr. Shepherd: I am very sorry to have liad to mentioni it to

your Honour, but it is niot as if I lhad beenl required for a fewv
miniutes only.
His Honiour: It is a mlost improper thing to happeln, and you

have donie (juite right to miiention it.
Counisel for apl)licaft assured His Honiour that that was the

first he lheard of tlhis, aind since lie could not have Dr.
Shepherd's evidence he mIust close his case there.
His- Honour accepted M1r. Edlgar's assuranice, and added that

Dr. Shepherd, liavinga beeli brought from South Shields to
Newcastle oni a subpoena, certainily had a cause of actioii if he
did niot get his expenises. 'Whether that action lay against the
solicitor it was nlot for him to say.

A lieged Jarty ilroi 3ele(icl LExam)ihations.
In a comipensationi. case at Nottiniglham (April l9th) it appeare(d

that a stable boy na-iied Harwood was emploved bv Mr. Hicklinig
in .Juiie, 1939, at a wage of 6s. a week, which by Marchl, 1910,
had increased to lOs. a week. Onl March 29th he met with anaccidenit througli the boltinjg of a horse, which resulted in a fall
and his being admitte(d to the Nottingham General Hospital.
The result was that lie was unable to do more than very light
work. Up to November lie waas paid 10s. a week conmpenisation,
and from November to March 30th 5s. a week. On April 4th
his fatlher, who was in the same employment, was given notice,
and the anpplicant left witlh him.
Dr. Hogarth said that the boy was in a critical condition wlen

in. the hlospital, and the spleen had to be removed. In hiisopinioni he would be uniable to do any other than light work.
The inisuranice compan hald considerably worried the boy, and(
his nervous con(ition had been made worse by being continuallvexaminied by the doctor for the insurance company. Dr. Neil
spoke to examin)ing the boy witlh Dr. Hogarth, and to arriviiig
at the same conclusioni. Dr. Snell was tbln called by Mr.Campioni, and said that in lhis opinion Harwood was quite able
to do full work. Both parties subsequently agreed to an awar(d
of £100 and costs.


