
Nov. 8, 9ig3.J ME,iORANDA. r THEDiam4LIB2R2I7

4j1tclltOrlt~a:
MIEDICAL, SURGI-ICAL, OB11STETRICAL.

THE OPERATION OF CHOICE FOR' THE
REMOVAL OF _NEEDLES.

TiE mnethod to be described. w-ich I lhave developed
and always practise now, is so sim--ple. expeditious, and
nffcctive tlhat, once utilized, it -will be adopted always
tnud generally, for a little considlelation wvill force the
--onc,usion that suell is the obviously sound miietlhod,
seeing that one's objective is uinder view.' By tlle
Drdinary uncertain mlaetlhods the cbject is lnot seeni, and
Dlnc mnust grope in the clarlk anld ml-ore or less trust to
fgood fortune. By tlhis plan the operation, inistead of
beinig a thankless a(nd unwelcollme onie, will be rcaarded
Latler witlh pleasure.
By mny method the needle is; remioved under the

Rtuorescelit screen. The part ilnvolved is first prepared,
wrapped uip in a sterile clotlh, and the niecessary instrtu-
inents are taLen to tlle x-ray room. 'T'lic s'erile cloth is
spread otut oIn the table and tlle lanid is rested tllereon.
The x-ray tube is below the table-tlhe most generally
uLseful position for this and otlher purposes-and tllc
screen is used from above. The first thlinog to to is to
localize the needle by tlle ravs, audlwhenl this lhas been
done pressure is applied by the surgeon's finger over
citlcr extremity of thle same, and tlle end of tlle needle
associated with the greater milovement is that niearer the
surface, and therefore the point of attack. The rays are
tlheni switclhed off and the lihlit oln, the finger of the
suirgeon still mnarkilng the site just fotnuid. whlichl is lnotedl.
In this regioni a syringeful of 1 per cenlt. eucaiine soliution
conttaining a drop ol adrenalin is injectedl. Ill a few
minulltes an incision caln be m-nadle with tlle cenitre over
tlhc point of tlle needle, anid tlle lips of the wound are
held apart by a Sims forceps, whliclh manceuvre serves
the double pturpose of keeping openi thle w-otund and
aurestinc bleedina. The lighlt is n0ow tturned off aair5 in C) s aai
and the rays switclhed on, -when it w-ill be fotunid that
a fine-nosed artery forceps can be passed through the
wvound straialgt to the ilear end of the lneedle anid catused
to grasp tlle samiie, wlhen it is straigllhtway extracted
frolml the part. DuLingr this miianiipulation tlle fluorescenlt
seL'ceen is held above the field of operation by an assistalnt.
The woond is tllen stitclhed up in the lilit. Tllts, tlle
niec(le is located and extracted in the dark by the aid of
thie rays, the rest of the miallipulations being condlleted in
the light.
By tllis simllple metlhod, whliel I have uised in a large

number of cases wvith complete and gratifying stuccess,
there is n-o prolonged and fruitless searelh, the lilinimum-i-i of
iijui-y to the part, iimmediate localization, unerringg grasp
andl certainl removal, andl at the end a trifling wound.
The plan lhas only to be tried to exclude all otlhers, and is
infiniitely superior to tlle practice of operating in tlle Iighlt
by the aid of skiagramus.
The same principle miay be adopted for tlle extraction

of otlher metallic bodies, including buillets, eveln in the case
of the brain.

I lhave triedc1many miietlhods for tlle ext.-action of needles,
but tllere is none to compare witlh this. Difficult cases tllat
previously used to take an lhour or m-lore ane now a mi-atter
of a few minutes, most of wlicll tim-le is occupied in
anaestlhetizinig and incising. very little being taken uip by
tlle extraction. The great adv-antage is that the forceps
can be peassed straighlt and unerrinlyls to thle enld of thec
needle alnd caused to grasp the samiie at once, miialkin(g tlje
operation certain, clean, quick, anid lharmless. The point
I \ ou1ld insist on is thlis, thlat thle only- proper place in
which to perform this operation is tlle X-ray roomil undicler
thle direct guidanice of the rays, so that we canl see where
we are and wThat we are doing: andl not inl the surgery
by tlle aid of radiograplhs. Indeed there are so many
operative interferences now- inl whlich thtwraya-iudis-
pecnsable, that every modern departmnent shouIdbe adapted
ot only for driagnostic and thlleipeutio, but operaties
purrhposes.
Ijimuberley-, S.A. G. s. THoMSON4 F.R.C.S.Eng.

ON

3MEDICAL AND SURGICAL PRACTICE IN
IIOSPITALS AND ASYLUMS.

BERM1ONDSEY INFIRMARY.
A CASE OF BILATERAL GANGRENE OF THE LEGS FOLLOWING

CONFINEM1ENT.

(Reported by G. D. ECCLES, M.R.C.S., Resident Medical
Officer.)

DEEMING bilateral ganigrene of tlle legs to be a rare com-
plication of pregnancy, I submit tllis case, the history of
wllich is as follows:
The patient, a woman aged 38, wvas admitted on June 23rd,

1913, two days after a normal delivery of a twelfth child. Her
only symptoms, beyond a feeling of weakness, was some slight
pain in her chest oni the right side, accompanied with some
dyspnoea.

Condition on Adm)ission.-Her body was well nurtured, and
she did not appear at all distressed. All her systems wvere
normal, with the exception of some scattere(d rales at botl
bases of the lungs. The uterus was about 4 in. above the
pubes; there was a trace of albumin in the urine, but no
sugar (catheter specimen). Her temperature was 100.20. She
was unable to suckle lher infant, no milk being secreted. There
were no signs of phlegmasia alba dolerns.
Progress.-On July 3rd, ten days after admission, she com-

plained of the left foot and leg becoming blanched, cold and
painful, at frequent intervals. From July 3rd to July 10tl
there was some local improvement, but dusky patches were
appearing over the skin of the foot, which continued to be quite
cold and niiumb. On July 12th the condition became aggra-
vated, an(d gangrene, simulating more the dry type than
otherwise, was manifest.
Operation.-On July 15th the limib was amputated through

the middle of the thigh, well above the external limits of the
spreading gangrenie. Ether anaesthesia was used. A notice-
able point wvas the small amount of bleeding which occurred.
The majority of the vessels were thrombose(l.

Alter-P',oyrles.s.-Subsequently the flaps sloughed; but in spite
of the fact that there vas nio pulsation in the left femoral
artery the stump generally remained lhealthy. On July 20th
loss of circulationi wvas rnoticed in the right lower extremity,
and gaugrene up to the knee rapidly became evident. Un-
fortunately the patient refused to have the limb amputated,
although thte (lesiralbility of such was repeatedly.pointed out to
her, before extensive gangrene had occurre(l. Subsequentlv
there was loss of pulsation in the right femoral artery, but just
as in the left limb that hiad bleen ampultated, there was a dis-
tinct line about 3 in. below Poupart's ligament, above which
the skinl appeared quite healthv.
Result-The patient's genieral condition up to the time of her

death remained remarkably good, she beinig lpossessedl of ani
excellent appetite, and taking great initerest in. lher own affairs.
Resource to miiorpline was frequently maice, so as to ease her
pain anid promote sleen. Deatlh took place suddenly on
September 28tlh, abonit twelve weeks after the first appearance
of gang;rene. Towards th eiid ulceration occurredI over those
parts wlhiclh were subjec' to pressure. The temperatture was
rarely abov-e niormal, e.\cept from July 23rd to August 4th,
wheni some slight hypostatic conigestioni of both bases occurred.

Po.st-mnorte) Ex.ra)mination.-The uterus wvas much enlarged,
and shlowed signs of subinvolution; also there was marked
arterial anid venous thrombosis. Both external iliac and
commoni iliac arteries as far as the bifutrcation of the aorta were
blocked by a conitinuous thlrombosis, wlhitish-brown in colour
and evidently of some stand(lilng; the remaininig orgalns showed
no signis of coarse orgailic disease.

REMARKS.
The followinigl points appear to ml-e to be of interest:
1. The rarity of sllch complication following a confine-

ment.
2. Oceurreniee of both venous and arterial thromlbosis,

tlle latter being especially marked.
3. The fact that circulation was present; in that thle

upper part of both limbs were comparatively healtly,
although the thlrombosis extended well above the origin
of tllose vessels wwhich usually effect the collateral
circulation.

4. The patient's general excellent health for twelve
weeks in spite of her condition, and the absence of any
temperature dlue to septic absorption.

I am inldebted to Dr. Bell, Medical Superintendent, for
pei'iissioul to publish this case.
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persons--tllat the haphazard iuetlhod of enitrusting this
most solemn of all acts of tlle State towards the inidividual
to tlle discretion of an ignoranit artisan is unwortlly of a
civilizedl commlllunity. I never suggested, as you imply,
th,at tle cdoctor should be the hangmian. I do suggest that,
if we still emiiploy the barbarous mnachinery of the gallows,
the metlhocls uised slould be strictly and scienitifically con-
trolledI by a scientific e6pert; or tllat, whlell we become a
little miolre civilized alnd treat State executioln niot as a
p)unislhmenit buit as a cure, it slhoulld be admninistered by
merciful lhandcls anid by the miietlhods of wlliieh advanced
scieniec hias placed us in possessioA.

It is straune,. indeed, that the paper to treat tlhis as a
jolie, ad(I a silly olne at that, slotuld be the clhief organ
(levotecd to tle science and enlighltenment of tlle miiedical
profession.-I amii, etc.,
Londoln, W., Nov. 3rd1. IFILSoN YOUNXG.

Mr. Filsoll Y0ou1an does niot tell tus hlow " the major
scientific operation" of executting a crimiiinal is to be
carried out; lie onily said that this duity shlould be en-
4uusted to the i--e(lical officer. We are sorry to be assured
by the autlhor of this suggestion-wlhcich we cannot btit
regaIIrd as offenisive-tllat it is madc seriously anid is niot,
as wve imiagined, a silly jolke.

MIALPOSITIONS OF THE 'UTE1IT,S.
SIw,--l1 the dciscussion on cisplacemients of the uterus,

!cCcorded in the BRITISH MEDICAL ,JOURXAL of October 18tl,
one factor in its cauL.sation was lnot referred to-namely,
loss of power and elasticity in the abdomninal wall. Whlen
there is this loss wve get the first step to elnteroptosis, in
-which the pelvic orgalns share. Many a prolapse nmiolgt
be hintidered in its downiward progress if tlle patient were

i)--aught to applv a wvell-fitting corset or belt, anid befoic
tacineg up to pull upwar(ds the loose, flabby wall hanging
often in folds over the pubes and groins. AWlhen thle wvall
is tlths dri-awl) up anid supported the lymphi drainis away
fromni the fatty or muscular tissues aInd elasticity is
restored, partially or comnplete.

Stirgical miieastires are seconded by this meanls, and the
patient is put ilnto a miiore coliifortable concditioni. B'it thle
corset iumst fit iNvell, and the wall of the abdomen be drawil
iip effectively before lacilig in. Thlis does niot entail tihlit-
lacing if the ri"hit pattern is tise(.-I am, etc.,
London, N.W., Oct. 21st. L. FL'IIAZj:rI NASII.

FIBIROSITIS ANDI MUISCULAPR RHEUMATISAr.
Siu,-i)r. Tivy's letter in the JOURNAL of October 1ltlh

giving lhis personal experielnce is very practical. Hce
found nio relief in salicylates, anid in a mi-iuclh milder cou-
litioii 1 Ihave nioticed tllis result, and thoughlt lemloni juice
(lemonade) betweeni mueals of use.
SomcwIiat sim-iilar is a form of rlheumlatism (or is it

g-outt?) in. whiich, with mullscular discomfort elsewhlere, a

Jbip-joiiit is affected, perhiaPs both1, aud thle knee-joint also
accompPanied by crutral neuiritis of the anterior portion Of
the thigh1^. extending to the calf. The disorderI is n1ot uin-
bearable, buIt beiug worse at nighlt distlurbs sleep, prevenlt-
ing rest onl theC side. This conditioni of neuritis hias becin
kntiowni to benCefit m11Uch1 fromII cyclinga. I h-ave personally
found(I th1is to be so, anid a hieavy, elderly 1m1ian whTo hiaCd hiad
it badly (lie calledC the neuleritis " sciatica ") toldI iie that
cycling hia(l relieved hIimi1 for years, anCd was h1-is remedy.
The exercise w\-ithlout carryin)g th1e Weiaght of thCIbody
relieves the condition, an1d is the m11ost agreeable of
remiedics ; frictioin, eveni without aniy application,. is of
mtuch1 service, and tlmc clothingaD by day and by n1i(gIht mI1u1st
be wavrmi. Tlle silmall sciatic lnerve, andcl tlIe brancecs of
the lunmbar plexus, seem to be thlose affected. Mediceus,','
who ashk'- whether h}Ce should disconticnue exercise for hlis
ihleumiatisimn, should surely not do so.-I am,, etc.,
Hove, Nov. 3rd. - E. DLEm, M.D.

Sis.?---E lai much obliged to I- Medicuis " foi hlis-etter ;i
y'.uILr issIue of Novemi1ber 1st. The tim11e allowvedC me for
the opening of tlhe discussioni oni fibrositis ani(d iiimuscular
rhleumatismi necessitated tlhe abbreviation of miiy remarks,
anid I mu-llst thlerefore _apologize that I really ma(le. n1o
referlince to the stubject of exercise.

I cau assurec "3edicus " that there is no 1eceCssity fO-cO
himl to give lip any of Ins ex;ercises. The fact that h1e gets
sonic temporar-y achinga after thle exercises, wh-Iicll soon

passes off, is a matter of no importance, and certainly
does not contraindicate the employment of exercise.-
I an, etc.,
Lcndon, W., Nov. 4tlh. ARTHUR P. LUTFF.

Ritibesitiors aitb To5ieres.
U,NIVERSITY OF EDINBURGH.

Gcn.eral Coo neil's Jialf-yecarly Meeting.AT the statutory half-yearly mneeting of the General
Counicil of Edhlibinigh UJnivei'sity, held in the 01l Uni-
versity on October 31st, a large 'part of the btusiness was
relate(d to me(lical matters.
After the re-election of two assessors in the University

Court (Dr. D. F. Lowe aln(d MUr. D. D. Buchan), Principal
Sir Williaim- Tuirnier (tlhe Vice-Chiancellor) retuirned to the
chlair, whlich lie lha(l tteh-iporarily vacated, and the report
of tlhe Buisiness Commiiittee was consideredl.

17Tc luIte Sij, Joh7t Batty Tuiw.
A sympathetic i-eferenice to the death of Sir Johln Batty

rtlke, formillerly the represenitative in Parliamiient for the
combined conistituiencies of Edinburgh and St. Andrews,
wa. readl, in Which the following sentence occurred
Du-ing the tenl years lie filled this positioni his franl,

,genial Imiannier, hiis wide kinoiwledlgc of educational matters,
and of his ow%in special subject, won him the respect of hiis
fellow milemiibers and gave hiim an influenec wlhich was
greatly to the advantage of htis coinstituenits. Retuirnecl as
a Unionist, lhe never becamae a strong party politiciaii, but
was ever ready to atten(d to the interests of his country
and of Iiis constituents, to wlhatever party they belonged."'
It was aareed that a copy of the miiinuite slhould be sent to
Lady Ttulkc anid the family.

IL'lltiSi?FCC i77,inlcdiciuie.
Mr. Jollhn B. Clark (tle Conivener of the Business Coin.

inittec) explainied that tlhe matter was at present ulnder
the consideration of a special commnwittee of the IUniversity
(Court, and that it was desirable that thc miatter slhould
not at this stase be dliscutssed in Counlcil.

Chauqles iii aiid ldditionis io the l Jtitc-ersitly Staff.
These includ(led the appoilntment of James Ritchie, M.D.,

to be the tirst occupant of the Robert Irvine Chair of
Bacteriology, of William Russell, M.D., to be the first
occIIpanit of the Moncrieff Arnott Clhair of Clinical Medi-
cine, and of Tlheodore Slhennian, M.D., to the niew lecture-
slhip in milorbid anatoiny. The Council had, what miglht be
called, a more personal initerest in these appointmilents, for
all the three gentlemen were mllemibers of its Busilness
Committee.

CliWeiccal Tleach 7iug cad1 Pa thology.S;ir Willianm Tnelier ma(de refe-elnce to the agireement
whiclh lhad beeni come to betweeni the Unliversity anld(
the royal Inflrmiiary regar'ding clinical arrangements and
patlhology, and spoke .with satisfactioni of the result
obtainedl by the careftul inquirv, which had occupie(d
iiianly montlhs;. Ile said that the agreem-nent lnot onily
includ(Ied joinit action in regard to the teachlinig of clinicat
medicine, clinical suirgery, and clinical gynaccology, but
it also include(d a closer relatioi as regarded the worlk or
the pathological (lepartmiielnt. He dlid niot thinkit that there
ha(d b)een an1y ar-rangement connected with the medical
schools wlhichl -was likely to be nore benieficial than that
comlie to inltheSLDulmmer of this ycar. The details of the new
arraiingli1emet were gfiveln in this JOURNAL recently (Augulst
16tlh, p. 434, anda October 18tlh, p. 1039); but time followinig
paragraph. refetrting to appointmlients has niot previously
been inoticed. It is this: " Time appointmelnt to Chairs of
C'linical lMedicine is mila(le by the University Court fromi
a leet of tw-o senit up by a Joilnt Selection Committee, coii-
sisting .cf thlee mnembers of the court, three infirmary
mianacagers, and(1 the Principal of the UIniversity as chair-
14an. In ftutrte, appointnients in the infirn'ary to the
posts of assistanit physician, surgeon, or gynaecologist
are to be inade. froml a leet of two made by a Selection
Comlmlittee of sevell, consistilng of the- two Universityrepresenitatives ott the Infirmary Board, one each of the
representatives of the Royal Colleges of Physicialns andl
SuLrgeons oni that Board, anid three other members of the
Infirmaary Board, the finial appoilntment beincg by the
Boar(d." In tlis t faslhioni a momentous chanue has
ben effected in the mode of election of medlical miien to
these various infi-mnariy posts.
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UNIVERSITY. 01( GLASGOWr
GENERAL COUNCIL.

THE statutory lhalf-yearly nmeetiing of the Genieral Couniicil
of the University of Glasgow was lheld on October 29th.

Pollfor the Election of Alsessors.
The flrst business was the electioni of two assessors to

rleresent the Couniicil in the Uniiversity Court in room of
Mr. Jolhln Hutchison, LL.I)., anid tlle Rev. Jollhn Smith,
D.D., whlose terni of office lhad expired. Eaclh of these
gelntlenien was proposed for re-electioni. 1)1. A. N.
McGregor proposedI Dr. James A. Adams for one of the
vacancies an(d Dr. Peter Paterson secolnded. Oni a vote,
the tigures were: Dr. Adains, 71; Mr. J. Hutchison, 40;
Dr. Sm-itlh, 40. A fuLrthler vote between the two lowest
'was: MIr. I-Itcltison, 69; Dr. Snmithi, 31. A 10oll was
(emanded, an(l this will proceed iii dute course. It miay
b)e noted thlat a circular hias since l)ebel issuied to the

lleml)ers of thie Cotincil bN, MIessts;. Hutchlisoii and Smith
-tatin(g that the imiovemilenlt to disp)lace onie of tleniii by a
ienller of the medical professiorn is unicalled for.

'T'hie report of tlhe BuLsiniess Comlittiee on the p)roposed
tlraft ordilnanice (lealinig with the l)reliminary examiiniationi
rcaffirled the view that the stanldard of the p)reliminary
exanmffination in miie(licine shiould be raised as sooni as lprac-
ticable to that of Arts alnid Science, and that the timiie hlad
comie when 1' science " migihlt withl advantage be accepted
zas ani altern1ative for oiie of the t-wo langruages h1ith1erto
insisteduIiponi by the Gen1eral Medical Council. TIh1e Initer-
lUiniversity Coniference at Perth adI Conicutirred in these
views, ani(d the comm1111ittee sfuiggested thiat a representation
t hereanenit be mia(de to the CouIrt anid to the General Medical
Couincil. Tlle report was a(lopted.

.Inelulsirc lFee in Jed(liCio(.'
Oni the subject. of the incluisive fee in mdc(licinie, -which

hlad also beeni iund(ler conisiderationi at tlle P.erth. coniferenice
of tlle fouir iuniiversities, the Busines;s Coniiiiittee exl)ressed
the opiniioni that the information aatlericd tenided only to
strengtlhenl tlle position hiitlherto m]laintained( bx the Council
that n1o sulfficient experience of the wAN-orking anid effect of
an inelusive fee in other Faculties; hlad y-et b)een cainted to
-warrant its adloption in the illuClch ore, (lifficlilt case of
miiedicinc. The Coimmittee recommended that the. Couniicil
Iransniit tlle report of the Perth coniferenice to tIme U.Tni-
versity Couirt witli a renewed represelntationi in favoutr of
(lelay in the ilnstituitioni of ani inclusive fee in mnedicine,
and(l this recomilmendlationi was adopted by tme Couniicil.

UNIVERSITY OF C.AMBISSI\B DGE.
Tm.: following dlegrees have beeni coniferred:
M.C.-H, L. Attwater.
M.B., B.C.--1. E-. Blanister andl IV. C. D. fMaile.
M.B.-O. deo Burgh 'Marsh.

ROYAL COLLEGrE OF PHYTCSICIANS OF LONIDONI).
A COMITIA was; held( 011o llursday, October 30th, Sir Tlhomias
]Barlowv, Bart., K.C.V.O., Presiden;t, being in the chiair.

Th'e Presi(lenlt anniioulnced that MIr. Frank Caldicott htad ebeec
elected Jeniiks Schlolar.

A(litissioui of JJe:rl.'l'lie following gesntlemenm lavi\ng passed tlhe reqjuiredi ex-
aimniiiationi were adlmitte(l iiein)ibers of the College: John Rupert
Collins, M1.1).Dubl. (Clheltenhiam), Reginiiald Robert ElwortlIv,
\f.B.Lond1., L.R.C.P., G(eorge Grahalmi, M.D.Camb., L.R.C.P.,
Jolhn Athelstan Braton Hickls, .lI).Loii(., li.11.C.P., and
Clharles Mc'Morii An ilsonl, MW.D.Loni(l., L.R.C.P1. kHastilgs.

Lieciees..
Liceuces to practise phllysic wNere gnanitel to 105 canidi(lates

wlho ha(l passed the nlecessary examinatiolln.
(or01111) O)iC1'ltiOO/S.

Tlie follOwing coMMUllicatiolns wer receivedl: (1) Fromii the
Secretary of the Royal College of Surgeonis of Englanld (lated
August 2n(d ani(l October 13tlh, rep)ortilmg proceedlings of tile
cotulncil of that College on July 31st and Octol)er 9tl respectively.
(2) From the Clerk of the Privy Counlcil, (late(d October 211(l,
vi th eniclosures relating to the Initeruatioiial Healtlh BuLlreau
established at Jerusalem, anld askinga fer observatioi s upon the
smbi)ect. . After see discussion it xwas resolx-e(1 that the
substance of tlhe communicationl alnd tle correspolndenice in
coinnexioii therexvitl shoul(d be printed anid (listrilbuted to tile
Fellows. (3) From Mrs. Edvardl Walker, of Wimhiiledon, offer-'
ilng for tle. acceptance of the College aim original :prescription
of Gregory's powder. Tlhe gift was accepted wAith tlianks. (4)
From Mrs. J. G. Curtis, of Chatlhamn, Mass., U.S.A., notifyinig
that she lhad senit to the College, in accordaniee witli the xvissi8
of lher late husband, certain papers of the late Dr. G-reenhill.
Tile receipt of the papers waJs acknlowledgedl vithl thlanks.
A report dated October 7th was received from the Comlmittee

*of Manzogement. -The Coinnittee- recoinreiidedl that .thej
(,Central Lonldon Ophthalmic Hospital shoulld lie i7eiognizedl for
the coulrse of clinical inlstruction inl ophthalmic surgery..

After some fulrtlher fo'rmal business tlhe President dissolved
the comitia.

L'xai7iilationi il PIJsychiological Me(dic-iIe.
In the report of the coimiitia held in July last the fact was

omitte(d that it was then announiced that 1)r. W. Rees Thonmas,
a memler of the College, lhad passed the ad(litionial examinlatioln
(opeii to meml)ers only) in psychological medicine. This wtas
the first Occasion on which this examinationi has been lhel(d.

ALLECIFED) CANVASSING B3Y FRIENDLY SOCIETY.
VICE'-CHANCE'LLOR DJUDLEY STEWAR.T STAITiH, K.C., at a sitting
of the Lancashire (Cilhancery Coutrt at Liverpool, oni Noveni-
l)er 3rdl, commeniced( the hearing of ani action in wvlilcl Dr.
Youatt of Prescot aplplied for ani inijuncietioni restraining) 'T'hoi-mas
Wright, and(i a large nmumber of other (lefenidants fron procurilng.,
or attemptinig to procure, by means of canvassing or touttilng,
personis to become hiis patienlts; or froml- doinga acts whlich, if
(lone withl the plainitiff's sinetion aud acquiiescenice7 would
rei(lenr him liable to a chargle of iifaiotis conduct in a pro-
fessionial respect withlini the meaninig of Sectioil 29 of the
MTed ical Act of 1858.

'rihe facts of the case, as subm-nitted byIM r. Jessel, K.C., whl.
witlh Mr. E. Ackroyd, appeared for time L)laintiff, were that oil
the p)assing of time Inisuiranice Act some (iquestioni arore in the
district as to how the doctors wvere to be reimuerated for thleir-
services in conniiexioni witlh childreni whlo were imot of ail instur-
able age. Special arranigemenits h1ad to l)e mi-ade anid negotia-
tiolns took place hetweeu the local friendly(I societies andi( the
mledical practitioners. The former, however, thougfhlt the
doctors were askinig too large a fee per head, anid ultimiately tlio
various societies form-ied an association, the committee of wvlicli
wvere tlhe defend(lamits; in the presenit action. In April of this
year the associatioii al)p)ointe(d a certaini (loctor to act as the
meedicsld atteiiilaiit for the juveniles, and l)arents wvere iniformlle(l
of the fact. When it was expl ained to him that if lie accelptedlthe position lie would bie liable to the censure of the Genieral
Meilical 'Council, hie refused to take np the duties. Soimle little
tiimie later the association (drew u) a schleme for the purpose,
counilsel sutggestefl, of SoWing (lissensioin among the doctorsl
in a very iiigfenioiis m-letho(l. On April 28th a meetinig was-
held, at whlich it Nvas decided tlhat only onie (loctor lpractising iII
Pr'escot slioul(i be emiployed, wid they selecte(d the plaintiff,
the mietlho(o of selectioin beilng by ballot. Members were tol(t
broadcast to seiil( their childreni to thiat l)articu!ar doctor, and
that, counsel snbinitted, was clearly canvassillng. Ini comise-
(eilce of tLis the rum-iiour got abouit that the Plaintiff lhad-assenited to tIme arrangemelnt, but as a matter of fact tIme lirst
le leard( abouit it wis a comll-plainlt by foutr i(-oiir(ir(rs, wlio sai(t
it was a breach of me(lical eti(quette for himi to allow people to
caniivass for him in that way. Dr. Yotuatt iminne(liately took
steps to repudiate tlle arranigement, which had been comie to
entirely witlhotut hiis conisenit, and spok-e-very eimplhatically to
tIme secretary of onie of the societies, but coul(d lnot get any
redress. ITltimately it was founid necessary to briing thIi.s
actioni, anid lie (Mlr. Jessel) wouldl lilke to .say that it was
imot (lalmnages they wanted, bit a vinidicationl of tlle posi-
tionl they hiadl takeni up. They desired to have an inijtime-
tioii, or declaratioii, iii such a formli as wouild slioNv tllift
that lparticular mellethod of invitilng patienits to go to (doctors
was, onie whli'ich could onily be described as camivassiing. Honest
and boiia-fide recommuendatioli could iiot be objected to,
but tlhey (lesired to prevent the kvilnd of solicitationi tlie
defeiidamits, they alleged, lhad been guilty of. Haviiig referreil
to a numlllliber of legal atitlorities on thie stul)ject M. Jessel
poiimte(i ouit that the cmployment of canvassers ol the sanctiomi-iiig of their employment by a dloctor had beeil lheld by the
Glen)eral M11edical Couniicil to be inifamiiouis conldutict iii a profes-sioiial respect, anid if the plaiiitiff lhad accepted the patients
seiit by the societies lie wvould have beeni ratifying the
systamatic solicitationi of patieiits, anidwl-ould ha-ve beeni liable
to be charted witli uniprofessionial coni(dtict. Evidence s-as
tlheil called.
Dr. Alfre(d George Bateman, Genieral Secretary of the M1IedicalDefence Uniion, said he lha(l )ersoiially conducted cases of

alleged unlirofessional conduict, in respect of touting anid can-Vassilng for p)atients, beforetlhe Medical Couticil. Ini his ol)iiiion.
if Dr. Youatt had authorized the selectioil of htimself ulnd(er tJiecircum--istaiices existing in the present case, lie wouil(l have beemi
liable to be rel)orted to the General MIedical Council as gtlilty ofinifamous condtuct ini a professioinal respect. Even witliout
having authorized hiis selection, if he lha(d accepted the lpositionhis conlduet wvould lhave beeni equally inifamoutis. Spealiing" as a
professioilal mani, it was the duty of the plaintiff wlieii the reso-lutioni came to hiis knowledge to repuidiate it as publicly'as
possible anid let his colleagues know lie ha(l repudiated it, and
take steps to prevenit further mischief ariSiDg Out of it, legal or
othierwise.
The Vice-Chanicellor: I do nlot knlow whlat else Dr. Yonatt

couldk have donie than he lhas done in this case. Knowivi what
he las donle, could you say lhe'was guilty of uniprofessioiial
condtuct?
The Witiness: No sir, certaiinly not,.because his v-ery repudi -

tioii showed-, he kniew niothilg whatever about it; that lie (lid-
iiot acquiesce in aiiy shape or form, anld thlere'ore he couLld iiot
be guilty.
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andl to Major J. C. Kennedy, Assistant Professor of Patlho-
logy, with the hope that their talents, so long devote(d to
the college, might find fields fruitful of discovery awaiting
the application of their highly-trainedI energies. On the
other hand, they welcomue(d their successors, Lieutenant-
Colonel 0. L. Robinson in the chair of Tropical Medicine,
and Major S. L. Cuniiiins as Assistant Professor of Patho-
logy. He had nothiiig hut praise for the young officers
wlho composed the class just closed, for they had been
liost assiduious and attentive, while those wlho had gained
prizes ihad done remarkably well and in two cases bril-
liantly; for instance, the winner of the Fayrer arnd the
Mlarshiall Webb miiedals ha(l gained over 90 per cent. of
ml-arlis in those compnuetitions. He then read the names of
those who had gahied prizes, as -well as tlhose who came
secondt, as follows:

The Herbert Prize:
Highest total of miiarks ... Lt. R. B. Price, R.A.M.C. 565/17c0
Proxiiime accessit ... ... Lt. H. C. D. Ranskin, R.A.M..C. 536!700

Hyuien1e :
Palkes M31emorial . Lt. R. B. Price, R.A.M.C. T53/200

Proximiie accessit. Lt. A. K. Silnha, I.M.S. T 51x/OO

De Cbaunmont ... Lt. A. L. Urquhart, R.A.MN..C. 1 4/200

Proximlle accessit ... ... Lt. H. C. D. Rankin 1421200

1'ath7olog:
Fayrer Prize ... ... Lt. S. S. Solihe-, IM.;.S. 131/2CO
Proximiie accessit ... ... Lt. N. M. Mehta, I. I.S. i6o0,-oo

Tullock Memorial ... ... Lt. R. B. Price, R.A.M.C. i68i-oo

Proximiie accessit ... ... ILt. A. L. Urquhart, R..A.M.C. I 641200

Surgery:
First Montefiore ... ... Lt. A. Seddoni, IM.S. 80/100

Second MAontefiore. Lt. H. C. D. Rankin, R.A.M.C. 75/100

Tropical Medicine
Ranald MIartin Gold MAedal. Lt. A. IK. Sinhla, LiAT.S. 186/oo
Proxime acce3sit ... ... Lt. ]R. B. Price, R.A.M.C. 84/1OO

Administ ration
Marshall Webb Prize Lt. H. C. D. Rankin, R.A.M.C. 97!100

Proxim-le accessit ... Lt. R. B. Price, R.A.AI.C. 88/1oo

Sir Havelock Clharles distributed the prizes witlh a
few appropriate words to each recipient, and in his
addlress wlhieh followed a(lvised anid encouraged the young
officers as to their course in life, directing his remarks
more partictularly to those wlhose careers woould lie in
India. It was, he said, often asked why in life the race
was not always to the swift nor the battle to the strong;
the reason was that somne men blad not the tact and judge-
menut to avail themlselves of the chance wlien it offered.
They failed through lack of character. The greatest of all
assets was character. He was present at a similar ineet-
ing to that thirty-one years ago, and though he eQuld not
recall that any address was given on that occasion, lie
remembered that on his way up to town he traveiled with
Sir Joseph Fayrer. whose advice he asked as to how to get
on in India. After looking at Isim for a few seconds Sir
Joseph said, " Do what you are told; don't grumble; go
where you are ordered." (Hear, hear.) Young meni going
to India would have troubles like every one else, like the
panel doctor as well as the me(lical man in Harley Street;
btut they slhould rememiiber Sir Joseph Fayrer's advice;
and, further, they shoul(d strive to prove themselves
thoroughly reliable-a most valuable characteristic for
every offlcer. They were goilng to what he considered the
most interesting country in the world, and he gave them the
wish of the Persian poet, wlho said, "MMay the sweet
waters of contentment spring up where'er you place your
feet."

Suirgeon-General Babtie thanked the General Officer
Commlanding the London District for the interest lhe lhad
shown in the Corps by his presence on this occasion, anid
called for a vote of thanks to Sir Havelock Charles, which
was given by acclamiiation.
General Sir Francis Lloyd, Comnmanding the London

District, thanked the Deputy Director-General for giving
him the opporLtunity of letting the company know his
appreciationl of the work done by the Royal Army Medical
Corps, and spoke in sympathetic termqs upon the cordial
relations springing up between them and the rest of the
army.
The proceedings then closed, and the company adjoulrned

to the Mess, where the officers of the Corps were at home.

TERRITORIAL NURSING.
AT a meetiing of the executive committee of the Territorial
Force NUIrsiig Service'of the City and County of LonidOn, at the
MIansion House on October 30th, under the chairmanship of
the Dowager Lady Dimsdale, it was repor-ted that the rolls of
the nuirsin-g staffs of the four genieral hospitals of the Territorial
Force in Lonldon were quite complete, the number of nurses
wlho couil(l be mnobilized at a few lhours' niotice in case of
emiiergency beinig 484; the number of soldier )atients for wlhom
accommodationi was in view was at least 2,000. Miss Goodhue
was re-electedl holo'rarv secretarv.

THE Internilational (Congress of Hydrology just hield at
Madrid deci(decd that the next m11eetiii(s shiouild take place
two years hience at Lyons.
M. DURANDEAU, of Angoul6me, lhas bequeathed £2,000

to the Pastculr Institute for tlle foun(lation of a prize for
researches oln the cure of meniingitis.
THE Huinterialn Society will hold a clinlical afternioon

mlleeting oln Wednesday nlext at thle London Hospital.
All memlbers of the profession are invited to attend.
THE niew buildings of the Radcliffe Infirmiary, Oxforld,

will be openedl by the Chancellor of the University, Earl
CuLrzon of Kedleston, oni November 26th, at 2.30 p.m.
THE out-patient departmelnt and a portion of the wardcs

of the new King's College Hospital at Denmiiiarlk Hill will
be openied for the receptioIn of patients oni MTonday,
Novemiiber lOtlh.
THE s-econid annual dininer of the Beit M31emorial Fellowvs

took 'place at the Trocadero Restaurant oil October 31st,
Dr. Edridge-Greeni being in the chair.' Mr. Otto Beit anid
Sir James Kingston Fowler were guests oni this occasion.
MEMOIRS sent in competitioin for the prize offered by the

Belgian Academy of Sciences to the discoverer of a nmeans
of culring epilepsy will be received up to October 15th,
1915. The prize is of £70, not of £700, as stated in the
JOURNAL of November 1st.
A FUND has been openied with a view to establishing at

Clheltenham College a mxemorial to the late Dr. Edward
Adrian Wilson, who shared the labours and tragic endR
of Captain Scott on his expedition to the South Pole.
Subscriptions will be received by the Rev. P. W.
Unwiin, the College, Cheltenliam, or by Mr. John A. Pruien,
Merrow, Guildford, Honorary Secretary of the Cheltonian
Society.
OWING to the lamente(d death of Professor Hervieux,

thle sixthi congress of the Association of French-speaking
Doctors of Nortlh Amelica, wlhich was to have been held
this year at Montreal, dlid not take place. The meeting'
will talce place at Quebec in September, 1914, under the
presidency of Professor A. Rousseau. The general
secretary is Professor- A. Vallee, the general treasurer
Dr. A. Lessard. The following questions are proposed for
discussion: Nepliritis; industrial accidents; Canadian
nmineral w'aters; altitude stations of Canada; the clrinking
waters of Canada.
THE body of the late Mr. Edward Nettleshlip was

creml1ate(d at Woki11g oii Noveml1ber 3rd. A funeral service
hel(d at Shlottermlill Chutrch, near Haslemere, on Noveluber
4th, was attended by aimong others Mr. J. A. Barlow,
representilng his fatlher, the President of the Royal College
of Physicians, Sir Charles Lyall, Sir Henry Cotton,
Professor Bateson, Mr. Makins and Mr. J. B. Lawford
(of St. Thomas's Hospital), Mr. Holmnes Spicer (of Moor-
fields Hospital), Professor Karl Pearson, and Canon
Selwyn, D.D. The w\\,reathsF inieluded one from the staff of
St. Thomas's Hospital and anotlher from that of the Moor-
fields Hospital.
k CLOCK tower, erected in Burdett Road, Mile End, in

recognition of the public work of the late Dr. Stanley B.
Atkinson, was formally taken over by the Stepney
Borouglh Council oln November 3rd. Dr. Atkinson, wlho
dlied sonme three years ago while still under 40, was a student
of St. Bartholomew's Hospital, and held degrees in
miiedicine from the University of London, and in arts annd
law from the University of Cambridge. He was also a
barrister-at-law, anid the author of a good many publica-
tions on medico-legal subjects. For some time he held
a seat on the Central Midwives Board, and for many
years was a m-ember of the Stepney Borouigh Council,
the Mile End Board of Guardians, and the Metropolitan
Asylums Board.
THE Lady Priestley Memorial Lecture of the Nationial

Health Society will be delivered by Professor William
Stirling of MIanchester, in the house of the Royal Society
of Medicine, on Thultrsday, November 27th, when Sir
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James Crichton-Browne will take the chair at 5 p.m. The
subject chosen for tlhe lecture is healtlh, fatigue, and
repose, and it will be illustrated by experiments and-
lantern slides. The society holds coirses for women
training as sanitary inspectors and health visitors and
also for voluntary health worliers. Dr. J. E. Squire,
C.B., commnencecl a course of twelve lectures on tuber-
culosis on Monday last. Further particulars can be ob-
tainied fronm the Honorary Secretary, 53, Berners Street,
London, AV.

WITH the co-operation of the Massaclhtusetts Society for
the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, the Faculty of
Medicine of Harvard has organized a course of free public
lectures on the treatment of animnals, to be given weekly at
the medical school. How complete the programme is may
be gathered fromi the following list of subjects: The pro-
tection of domesticated animnals; our iucreased lknowledge
concerning the natLre of animals' diseases; the dangers
of live stock traffic; stable ventilation; modern operative
methods applied to veterinary surgery; the relation
between human and animal tubercuilosis; the protection
of animals from infectious diseases; the diseases and care
of poultry and the pig; the diseases and care of the dog
and cat; the diseases and care of the horse andI cow;
rabies an(d glanders; and the-relationship between human
and animal diseases in the tropics.

THE twenty-fourth Annual Coolkery and Food Exhibi-
tion, which was opened by Princess Marie-Louise of
Schleswig-Holstein, was held at the Royal Horticultural
Hall, Westminster, from October 28th to November 1st;
the entties numbered nearly 3,000, or one-third more than
last year. The exhibition was more than usually interest-
ing, and gave good proof of the national movement towards
im?provement in every branch of domestic science. The
numerous groups of exhibits included every class of
cookery, from the elaborately decorated creations of well-
known chefs to the simple meals prepared by school
children and pupils from the London County Council
Cookery Schools. Specimens of naval, military, and
veaetarian cookery were also on view, and one section
was entirely given up to invalid fare prepared by nurses,
who were called upon to give further evidence of their
skill in tempting the capricious appetite of their patients
by means of prettily arranged trays for the sick room.
Another interesting feature of the exhibition was the
suite of model kitchens in which practical demonstra-
tions and competitions were carried on daily;w*hilst an
army fleld wagon with all the appliances for the prepara-
tion of food, such as has been used during the Balkan war,
attracted considerable attention.

THE autumn dinner of the Irish Medical Sclhools' and
Graduates' Asstciation took place on October 30th under
the chairmanship of Dr. William Douglas; the special
feature of the evening was the presentation of the Arnott
medal to Dr. P. P. Garland. The presentation was made
on.behalf of the council by Dr. Jocelyn Swan. The meclal
comnmemorates Sir John Arnott, and the council may pick
out for the honour of receiving the medal any Irish medical
man it deems to have distinguishedl himself by some
achievement in connexion with the study of nmedicine or
by some heroic act. On the present oqcasion the medal
was awarded in recognition of the gallantry displayedl by
Dr. Garland when serving on the West Coast of Africa.
An officer was wounded by a poisoned arrow, and Dr.
Garland, who subsequently received the C.M.G., promptly
treated the wound by sucking it, thereby savinig the
patient's life but imperilling his own. Among the various
toasts proposed during the course of the evening that to
the services was given by Dr. Shepherd-Boyd and acknow-
le(dged by Lieuitenant-Colonel Moorhead, I.M.S., while the
toast wishing prosperity to the association was proposed
by Dr. M. J. Bulger. and duly' acknowledged by the
President, with whose name it Wvas coupled. The toast
to the guests, who included as uLsLual many ladies, was
acknowledged by, among others, the Rev. Monsignor
Johnston, whio preached at the special service for Catholics
hleld during thle meeting of the British Medical Association
ill Brightona, and with whom many members subsequently
established a very pleasant acquaintance. He had sonme
excellent stories to tell of meetings with Irishmen in
various parts of the world. The present officers of the
association are: President, Dr. W. Douglas; clhairman of
council, Dr. Jocelynl Swan; honorary secretaries, Dr.
Coridon Holmles and Dr. NV. J. CSorbvett; provincial secre-
taryr, DrX. Shepherdl-Boyd; and( honorary treasurci-, Dr .
WY. P. Cockile.

iLUTHonesdesiring reprints of their articles published in the BRITISH
MEDICAL JOURNAL are requested to communicate with the Office,
429, Strand, W.C., on receipt of proof.

L Quteries, answers, and(lco)vin nications relatinig to subject's
to which special tleJ)artlents of the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL
ar c (leroted wvill be found -nder their respectice headings.

ANSWERS.

THE PROPHYLAXIS OF ACUTE NASIL CATARRH.
PERSONAL EXPERIENCE writes from Bombay in reply to

11 Puzzled " to recommend sea bathling or regular attenidance
in a swimming bath as a simple prophylactic of nasal-
catarrh.

LETTERS, NOTES, ETC.

REX v. HAMILTON.
Dr.. W. H. GIMBLETT (86, Sutherland Avenue, Maida Vale, W.),
whose appeal giving the names of the committee formed to
raise a fnnd to reimburse Dr. Hamilton vas published on
October 25th, jp. 1118, acknowledges the following subscription,
iin addition to £52 3s. alrea(ly ahnounced.:.

£ s. dl.
Dr. Abernethy (Barnes) ... ... ... 2 2 0

METASTATIC SARCOMA OF LUNG.
DR. WV. HARDMAN (Bisham, near Blackpool) writes: Dr.
Muirhead Martin's interesting case Qf acute sarconiatosis of
the lungs reminds me of a somewhat similar case, the history
of which I recorded when a student in ..London over forty
years ago. A man had an enlarged testicle removed. Shortly
after he married,, and in the following four years had three
children; the i he began to suffer from shortness of -breath,-
and was admitted into hospital, and in three or four weeks
he died. The lungs were studded with large lumps of
eiicephaloid. The chest symptoms. woulId have been very
misleading had we not known the history of. the testicle, andl
the nature of its enlargement. He was a strong, healthy,
Inassive man,- in apparently the prime of life, and the
symptoms developed almost suddenly.

BORIC ACID AS A UTRINARY ANTISEPTIC.
DR. GEORGE V. PEREZ (Puerto Orotavai Teneriffe) writes:

I see in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of September 13th,
p. 653, in the report on urinary antiseptics, the prominent
place allotted to boric acid administered by the mouth. As
long ago as 1884 I emploved it very successfully when resident
medical officer at the French Hospital in London (see Lancet,
July 19th, 1884). My experience of the drug was quoted in
several works on therapeutics of that time, but lately mv
priority in connexion with the use of boric acid as a urinary.
antiseptic seems to have been forgotten. Now that it is
coming very much to thle froint again I hope I may be excused
for bringing the above facts before your notice.

CURE BY LAUGHTER.
DR. ALEXANDER FRANCIS (Londoni) writes: Tlle bursting of a
quinsy by laughter is no uincommon occurrence. So well
established is this fact that some years.ago when I was called
in consultation to see a lady who was supposed to be in
extremnis with a quinsy I said to the patient, "If only I could
make you laugh, your trouble would be over." The idea of
laughing under such painful circumstances was too much for
her gravity, and relief was ii4tantaneous. I was myself once
tortured by a quinsy, and for two days had been unable to
speak or open my mouth. Oni Christmas morning I received
a comic card wlhich forced me to laugh. Immediately I
astonislhed my nurse )y saying that it was all over, and
I wanitedl something to eat. There is a well authenticated
story of a certain high personage who was about to die from
an abscess in his throat. His relatives were summoned, and
took a last tearful farewell. When all hadl left the room a
pet monkey, who had been watching the proceedings,
approached the dying man, and likewvise shed tears. The
situation was so ludicrous that the patient was compelled to
laugh, and obtained instanlt relief.

SCALE OF CHARGES FOR ADVERTISEMENTS IN THE
BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL.

£L. d.
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Each additional line ... ... 0 0 8
A whole column ... ... ... ... 3 10 0
A page ... ... .. . ... ... 10 0 0
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All remiittances by Post Office Orders must be made payable to

the Britislh Medical Association at the General Post Office, London.
No responsibility will be accepted for any such remittance not so
safeguiarded.
Advertisements shouild be delivered, addressed to the Manager,

429, 3t.nd,Iondon,not later than the first post on Wednesday morning
p)receding publication, and, if not paid for at the time, shoulld be
accompanied by a reference.
NcTE:.-It is against the rules of the P>ost Office to receive voste.
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