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TREATMENT OF TETANUS.
AN.YTHING whiclh may be of use to our wounded needs no
apology, tllerefore I wislh to repeat some remarks I made
ini the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of November 5tll, 1910.

In the ordinary way tetanLus is such a rare disease that
it only occupies a small part of one's thoughts. Now this is
not the case. Tetanus kills partly by the direct action of
the toxin and partly by the exhjausting effects of the convul-
sions. By the trismus and dread that taking food will bring
on a convulsion, starvation is added to the horrors of the
disease, and sleep is prevented by the painful muscular
contractions. In treating the disease when it is manifest
there are tlierefore tlle following indications:

1. To prevent further absorption of toxin by the removal
of its source as far as possible.

2. To neutralize the toxin present.
3. To relax the muscles and prevent the tetanic spasms,

so that the patient will escape the exhaustion and be able
to take food and to sleep. Consequently he will be spared
much suffering anld be in tlle best position to fight the
disease.
Of the first two indications, the necessity for removing

every scrap of necrotic tissue or blood clot, the provision
of the freest drainage, the great value of the prophylactic
dose of antitetanus serum after suspicious wounds, and
the necessity for large doses to produce effect when the
disease is established, are too well known to need more
than passing m-ention. But the use of clhloretone to meet
tlle tllird indication does not seem as wvell known as it
deserves.
McClintock and Ilutclings undertook an experimental

study of the various drutgs used for this purpose. and were
convinced that clhloretone was the best and least poisonous
substance hitherto enployed. Hutchings published 6 cases
treated with chlloretolie, with 4 recoveries. Tlle only case
I lhave so treated was a severe one; the beneficial effects
of tlle drug were immediate and striking, trismus was
almiiost abolislhed and convulsions completelv prevented,
and tlhe patient recovered. These cases seeme to more
than warrant a fuLrtlher trial of clhloretone.
The miietlhod of usinig chloretone is as follows: 30 to 40

grains of clhloretone in olive oil are given by the rectum;
in one to two lhours there slhould be an imnprovement in
the lu-Lsctular svilptoms. Wlhen the effect passes off, tlle
dose is repeated. OuLr m-ani had an average of 80 grains
a day for five days. Cliloretone poisoning is by respiratory
failure, so this muust be looked out for. Its use is in no
way to stupersede antitoxin or surgical measures, but to act
as a very useful ally.
Guildford. ERIC W. SHEAF, MI.C.Cantab.

THE ADRENALS AND URINARY SECRETION.
MENTIONING the following case to Sir Berkeley Moynihan
he tells me it is worthy of report. A lady of 72 was con-
fined to bed by slheer weakness and listlessness; slhe com-
plained of nothing else. Repeated medical examinations
revealed no disease, but it was found that the urinary
secretion was only some 10 to 12 ounces daily.
A consulting physician diagnosed pure senile debility,

and prescribed strong tonics, strychnine, etc. A good deal
of improvement followed, but in an early relapse these
drugs failed to resumue their good offices. Several medical
muen then saw her, but nothing prevented the gradtual
decrease in strengtll and in amotint of urine. One idea
occurred to me-to try adrenalin. Tlhe result was
dramatic and staggering in its efficiency. In forty-eight
lhours the urine rose from 5 to 40 ounces; in a few days
the patient was up, and in a week was out in a bath-chair.
The impi-ovement continued after the lapse of some

months, but she continues to take adrenalin, for cessation
at once causes renewed debility, etc.

Sir Berkeley gave me thpe interesting information, and
allows mne to state it hlere, that--whilst he hlas not paid
mIuch1 attention to this side of the question hse has to the
converse, and, having come to the conclusion that execessive
activity of thle sulprarenal glands is a cause of arterio-
sclerosis, has already sulggested surgical -measiwres

depriving the gland of its blood supply and leaving it
attached to the kidney by only a few strands of tissue.
One suLch early case has already undergone tlhe operation,
and Sir Berkeley Moynihan is on tlhe look-out for anotlher
on wllich to perform the operation -himself.
These two converse methods of treatmuent afford

fascinating fields for further mucll-needed work, andl will
yield a rich harvest to the gleaner
Leeds. RALPH HOPTOS, M.D.Lond.

ANAESTHETICS IN EYE-WORK.
RECENT correspondence in your coltumns on this stubject
reminds me of an experience wlhieh raises the quiestioni
as to the depth of anaestlhesia required in oplhthalmic
surgery.
The patient was an old miian of 74, witlh but one eye and

that blind from cataract. At the prelimninary iridectoimly
he developed suclh spasm of the eyelids that I told Iii
it would be unsafe to remove the lens. He, however,
pleaded so insistently for its performance and carried out
so earnestly the control exercises that I consented to do it
under a general anaesthetic.
The operation, in all its steps, was com-lpleted in a few

seconds and no time wasted over the toilet. No sooner
was an attempt mnade to gently raise the speculumn tlhani it
was followed by a most -vicious spasm of the oeular
inuscles with a great loss of vitreous.

Tlle patient was deeply under and cocaine lhad beel
previously used, yet the old habit spasm-l mlanifested itself.
Perhaps it wotuld have been better to have -used deep

orbital injections of cocaine, as suggested by Dr. Traquair,
or to have held the eye by means of tlle superior rectus.
Fortunately tlle ultimate outcome was very good ( w)witlh
glasses, but the slow steady squeeze and thle OUtpOulrilg of
vitreous was as suirprising as it was unplhTasant.
Manchester. A. A. BRADBUIXZIE,, F.R.C.S.E.

i4eports
ON

MEDICAL AND SURGICAL PRICTICE IN
IIOSPITALS AND ASYLUMI,S.

ROYAL EYE HOSPITAL.
BULLET WOUND OF TIIE EYE: LOCALIZATIONr BY X RAYS:

EXCISION: PATHOLOGICAL REPOIRT.
(Under thle care of Sir WILLIAM COLLINS, K.C.V.O.,

M.S.Lond., F.R.C.S.)
PRIVATE A., Coldstream Guards, was engaged in the battle
of the Marne at ChAteau Thierry on Septemiiber 8tlh. Tlhe
enemy was in occutpation of a farmlhouse and firing, a
Maxim gun from an uipper vwindow. The patient -was
shooting from belhind a boulder when a bullet ricoclietted
off the stone, splashing into the riglht side of his face, A
field dressing was applied to the face two hours later
and he slept in a barn that night. Next morning lie
was transported by motor car and amubulance train and
viA Southampton to London, arriving at Woolwich on
September 15tl.
He was admitted at the Royal Eye Hospital on Septemii-

ber 16tlh. The face exliibited several small wounds from
lead splutters from a bullet; tlhe riglht eye was closed
by swelling of eyelids and there was photoplhobia in- tlhe
left.; The vision of the riglht eye was p. 1. only, the
tension was slightly plts, there was much conjunctival
injection and chemosis. There wvas iritis, the pupil was
immobile, and the fundus unilluminable. A pigm-ented
spot midway between the corneal maigin and the equator,
down and out, and some corneal abrasions suiggested
points of entry of fragments of the bullet. The rig]t
upper canine tooth had been smaslhed by tlle bullet, and
pellets of lead couild be felt under tlle skin of the face
in several places. The left eye sh1o0wed some 'Minute
fragments of lead on the cornea, whichhwere removed, but
the vision was-tells time accurately; tlhe media were
otherwise elear and the tension norkmai. He was suffeIring
a go6d? deal of pain in the right eye and side of the head.
A skiagram taken by Dr. Herbert Rhodes show&1l

a peppering of- the right side -of the face; frawen ts, tlie
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personality that endeared him to all wlho came in contact
wi6h him. If ever a mian could be said to.be withoult an
enemy, lie miglht llave affordel an example, and his loss
wvill be keenly regretted by all tllat knew lim. He was
fond of miiusic, for which lhe lhad an excellent ear. He was
also a keeni sportsmiani, and tlhe only relaxation fromn hlis
arduLous Professional duties tlhat lhe indulged in was a few
Wveeks' holiday in tle sumiimer, which were invariably
clevoted to fishling, aiidl slhootiing, He leaves a wvidow, but
no cllildreln.

WE' rePgret to announce tlhe (deatl1,oii Septem11ber 6th, as thlC
result of a cycle 'accidenit, of Dr. HORA1CE MANSELL MAIYBURY.
1)D. Maybury, wvh1o was in his 67tlh year, wvas the tlhird son
of the late WilliaM Augustus MIlaybury, surgeon of Frimiley,
Sut-rey. He wvas borni in Lonidoni oln June 8tll, 1848, and
enltcred tlle City of Londoni Sclhool. His miedical training
waas received at St. Tlhomtias's, London, and Queen's College,
13elfast. He was MI.D., M.Chl., aud L.M. of the lRyal
Uiniversity in Ireland, anid lheld also the diploumas of
M.R.C.S.Eng. and L.S.A. Dn. Maiybury, as a yotiug miian
of 24, becamiie residenit miledical officer of the Islington
Dispensary, an appoilntmi1enit lie retainied unitil shortly after
his, m-larriage in 1890, whlen lie started in practice in
Alinieida Street. lie wvas onie of the oldest practitioniers in
Islinaton, and wvas hleld in the highest respect anid affec-
tioIl by all who lknew hiiu. I-Ie wa. of a very genlial, kilnd
disposition, an-id his mnany good deeds and gratuitous
medical services to those wlho needed hiis lhelp will never
be forgotten by miiany of hiis patienits and friendls. He was
an adept cyclist, and hiis devotion to tlle wlheel dated back
to the old boneslaker miacline. He lhad twice ridden
froimi Land's Enid to Jolhn o' Groats. He had often aone
100 to 150 miles iii one day, even in rec6lnt years. Tlle
funeial to-ok place oii Septemiiber 12th at Frimley churcli-
yard, and lhe was laid to rest witlh hlis late wife, who died
ill 1909.

Dr. ALFRED HEG-ACR, professor of obstetrics anid gyinae-
colk y at Freibui-g in Baden from 1864 till 1904, died on
August 6thl. lie was tlle author of iuilmerous writings
e-xtendinig over the wliole field of gynaecology. He
was the foutnder of the Beitrage .ttr Gceburts8ilfe und
Gynidkologie.

DR. W. J. BRA.Nci. of Basseterre, St. IKitts, W.I., hvio
died recenitly, in Ihis 76tll year, was born in Barbados,
and gradutated MI.D.Edlin. ill 1860. *He had resided in
St. Kitts for fifty years, and iil announCing, his deatlh the
St. Kitts Daily Express saidl that he had stood for all that
was good and wortliy in the comlmiunity. '"As a surgeon,
a physician, a man of learninig, aud. a friend of thle poor'
hiis place wiil be lard, if not imipossible, to fill." He had leld
tlle appointmenits of miiedical officer to the Cunniniglhai-i
Ihospital and to tlle St. Kitts Hospital and analyser of
vital statistics and hlealtlh officer of St. Kitts, Nevis, and
Anguilla. He was a iiieimiber of the Leeward Isles Branhll
of the Britisli MIedical Association. For some years lie
liad lived in retiremiient.

DEATHS IN THE PROFESSION ABROAD.-Am11oiig the mnemi1-
bers of the medical profession in foreigni couintries wlho
lhave recently died are Dr. Hasket Derby, one of tllc
founiders of the Amnerican Oplhtlhalinological Society and a
pioneer in tlhe. speeialitv of eye.disease, aged 79; Dr.
Gutierrez, Director of the Rubio Institute, -Madrid, and
Senator of Spain, aged 63; Dr. Alexander S. Leverty,
clinical instructor in medicine,- Department of Neurology,
Cornell University Medical College, New York, aged 48;
Dr. Martin .Hayward Post,. a prominent oplltllalmic
surgeon of St. Louis, aged 63; Dr. Patul Reclus, surgeon
to the Hotel-Dieu, Paris, anid professor of clinical surgery,
aged 67.; and Dr. G. B. H. Swayne, one of the found.vrs
aud first dean of the faculty of the Medico-Chirurgical
College of Philadelphia, aged 81.

WILLIAm BLACKBORNE CLAPHAM, M.R.C.S., L..S.A., aged
87, of Eastholme, Great Dunnow, Essex, left estait
valued at £41.969.

UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE.
THE following candidates have been approved at the examiina-
tions indicated:
FIRST M.B. Pa rt I (Chenmistry).-J. C. Ainisworth Davis, H.

Barbaslh, R. H. 0. Bethami Robinson, A. M1. Broad, E. J.
Crisp, E. C. Curwen, H. V. Edwards, A. C. Halliwell, A. T.
Hawvley. AM. S. Thomll'sn. J. S. Williaimis, R. L. Williaiis, D. W.
Wininicott. Pa -t II (Physics).-.J. C. Ain;worth Davis, H. S.
Allen, H. Parbaslh, It. H. 0. Bethamn Robinson. A. M. ,Broad,
E;.J. Crisl), E. C. Cnrwen, H. V. Edwards, A. C. Halliwell, A. T.
Hawley, H. J. H. Hend!ey, R. Hiltoni, K. P. Lloyd-Willianis.
A. S. Redfern, Al.- S. Thomsoni, R. r. Williamus. Part IIt
(Elemtentary Biology).-R. H. 0. Bethamii Itobinisoni, A. Ar.
Broad, H. V. Edwards, M. S. Tlhomiisoni, J. S. Wl7illiamiis, R. H.
White.

SECOND AMB. Part II (Plharmacology and General Patliology).-
E. H. R. Altounyan, D. J. Batterhamii, W H. Blackburn, It. S.
Corbett, F. H. Dendy, J. M. Downice, J. R. Earl), ,1. S. Ellis,
H. WV. Featherstone, L. P. L. lFirman-Edwards, H. Gardiner-
Hill, E. A. Gibb, C. C. Goodhall, E. A. Green. F. H. S. Greenisl,
J. Hale, F. E. Higgins, G. M. Keniall, C. C. Kerby, -E. A. Leak-,
W. J MlacConibie, G. L. Maule, T. D. Morgan, D. A. Muir, E. S.
Oriiie, P. E. D. Pank,. D. W. R. Richardson.. J. Rickimian., G. B3.
Sellwood, W. J. D. Slmiyth, N. S. Tirard, F. H. Vey, It. C. P.
Wlhitcombe, H. G. E. Williams.

NATIONAL UNIVERSITY OF IRELA,ND.
A MEETING of the uniiversity was lheld at Uniiversity College,
Dubliin, oni Satturday, October 10th, wvhleni the followinig degrees
anid diploma were coniferre(:
M.B, B.C., B.A.O.-`J. B. Magennis, B.A.. B.Sc., "P. J. Smy7th,

i.J. I. Enright, ±W. ONeill, P. Carney, C. I. Haiiniaan, B.A., Mr.
Heeniani, R. M'Grath, J. J. Moonan, -E. J. O'Keeffe, B.Sc, F. C.
Ward.

M.D.-J. Reidy, D.P.H. (in absentid).
DIPLOMA IN PUBLIC HEALTH.-P. Steeni, 1M.B., B.Ch., B.A.O. ',in

a bsentid).
With first class honours. WIVith seconid class lhonionrs.

ROYAL COLLEGES OF PHYSICIANS ANID SURGEONS,
IRELAND.

THF, followinig lhave passed tlhe autumn examiniatioln for the
CoInjoin1t Diploma in Public Healthl:
Donial Mahony Barry (honouirs), AI.B., R.U.I.; Rithelrford Cramiib,

M.B.Glasg.; Hngh Reynolds McKay Ferguson. M.B.Dubl.;
Percy E£rnest Harrison, L.R.C.P.atnd S.I.; Alexander Fvrederick
Keiiniedy, M.B.,R.U.I.; Augnstus Clharles Lorena. L.R.C.P.Edin.;
Rol)ert Joseph May, L.R.C.P.and S.1; Charles Gregg Slherlock,
M.D.Dubl.

CONJOINT BOARD IN ENGLAND.
THE followingS calndidates have been approved at tise examina
tioln indicated:
ANATOMY AND PHYSIOLOaY.-K. N. G. B3ailey, T. B. Bailey, H. F. G.

Berneastle, K. tH. Bliat, B. l3ishara, L. G. Blackmiore, C. J. L.
Blair, J. B. Braslh, A. W. A. Davies, F. G. L. Dawson, Saad el
Dini Ahbmied El Daab, Abdel Aziz Hassan El Zenciny, J. H.
FEw'en, E. F. Ferniando, J. T. T. Forbes, A R. Hart, Mahdy Sayed
Hashish, T. L. Heatlh, H. S. Hensnmni, E. B. Hickson, S. R.
Johnston. G. Mallya,- R. S. Millar, A. Mishriky, B. Mitra, V. S. R.
Pandit, W. D. Pearmani, A. W. Peeris, WX'. E. Powell, H. L.
Pridhami, R. Rau, R I Rhys, A. Rodd,- H. H. Silley, H. 0.
Simpuson, R. S. S. Sm;iitlh, V.. It. Smith, E. L. Stephenson, A. A.
Thiel, E. S. Toogood, S. K. Vaidi a, L. H1. Woods, WV. Yeolmian.

FIRST EXAMINATION (Part I; Cientistr.y, andtf Part II. Pliysics).-
(Y. Abdel-Massiah, 1-G. W. Almneyda, +J. F. E. Bnrns, i-C. J. C.
de Silva, *M. A. El Dardlari, -*M. A. El Hennawy, 'A. H
El Rakshi, i-H. W. M. Hassan'ally, :Elisahetll Esther
MeCtilloch, tA. R. Neckle, 'A. B. Olamnuyiwa, 'F. Y. Pearson,
"H. C. Sarkies, "Gladys Mary Thurlow Villiamiis. "'S. Wolff,
'V. D. Wyborn. P.art III, Ele)mtentary Biogyog--H. L. Booven,
F. S. Drewe, A. E. Collie, A. H. El Rakshi, H. M. Herbert, T. R.
E. Hillier, N. HowarI, W. Laing. Elisabeth Estlher McCullocb,
J. S. -Moore, R. H. Roe, J. S. Rogers, E. A. Sparks, B. M. Tonkiin.
Part IV, Practical Pharmtacy.-D. H. Anithoniy, G. T. Baker,
J. Behesnilial, A. S. Carter, C. T. J. Drobig, C. C. G. Gibson,
L. A. J. Graham, W. C. Hart'gill, C. G. Hitchcock, A. H. Mani-
field, A. D. Morris. A. G. Morris, E. H. Morris, N. F. Normiian,
A. L. S. Payne, C. H. Philips, R. Quesada-Jiainnez, W. L. E.
Reynolds, E. E. Samiaraweera, J. E. Scanlaii, H. J. H. Symons,
R. R. SyQuia, H. Vicklers.

Passed in Part I only. t Passed in Part II only.

CONJOINT BOARD IN SCOTLAND.
THE followilng canididates, having passed the requisite exami.
natioiis, have bden admitted Diplomates in JPublic Healtlh:
Hira,Singh Anand,M.B., Ch.B.Edin.; C. Gamiible, M.B., Ch.B.Edin.:

J. W. 'Bdington, M.B., lh.B.Edin.; S. R. Rao, F.R.C.S.Edin.,
etc.; Lakshmi Prasad Chalihla, F.R.F.P.and S.G., etc.; and J. H.
Boag, M.B., Ch.B.Edin.

SOCIETY OF APOTHECARIES OF LONDON.
THE following candidates at the Prinmary Examinationi passed in:
*BIOLOGY.- C. E. Clarke.
MATEBIA MF.DICA AND PHARIAcY.-A. M. Bermlan, C. H. Philips,

A. J. A. Wilson.
ANATOMY. -A. H1. B3erman, J. M. Forbes, C. Gilroy.Jones, E3. Hr.

G}ooda, F. J. Harrington1, D. B. Rearn, R. F. Jarrett, H. D. LJ
Jones, S. Mikhati, J. Bz. Thomias, 1.. .l. Vincent.

PHIYSIOLOGY.-B. V. Beaumont, A. M. Bermzan, R. F. Jarrett,
S. Hik}hail. T. F. Reason. J. B. Thomnas. L.. J. Vincent,
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THE, sixth International Congress of Thalassotlherapy
will, as at present arranged, be held at San Bemo in 1916.
DR. F. S. LEACH and Dr. John Todd wete among the

jtustices of the peace sworn in at Gateshead police court
on October 7th.
AT a recent mleeting of the Mississippi State Board of

Health it was decided to procure a sutpply of vaccines,
antitoxins, and serums, to be distributed to the public
at cost.
A CHAIR of cliniical tropical medicine has been foulnded

in the University of Naples. The sum allocated for its
maintenance is £548 a year, in addition to an alnlual
subsidly of £120.
ONE case of plague and one death from the disease were

reported at Hong Kong in the week ending Septemiiber
26th, while on October 5tlh the colony was reported free
from the infectioln. Seven cases of plague ancd seven
leaths were reported at Mauritius in the week ending
September 24th.
THE Council of the National Instituite for the Blind,

Great Portland Street, -London, W., have undertaken to
hlelp, as far as practicable, all men who lose their sight
while serving their country in the present war. Names
andl addresses of those who desire to avail themselves of
thlis offer should be forwarded to the secretary-general of
the institute.
A HOSPITAL with acconmlodation for 140 non-paying anid

50 paying patienits for the beneflt of Italians has been
foLunded at Jerusalem. It is saidl to be the best equipped
lhospital in the Levant. The operating theatres are fitted
up with every modern applialnce. It has isolation pavilions
for contagious diseases.
THE proprietors of tlle Droitwich Brine Baths h-ave

uncdertaken to give facilities for the uise of the baths to
officers and IImeni wlho have been invalided in the course
of the war. They believe that such treatment will be
specially beneficial in the case of those who have suffere(d
from exposure. Soldiers anid sailors who mnay therefore
lhave beeni invalided home, and for whom the baths m--ay
he pirescribed, may have their utse free of charge.
ACCORDING, to the Medical Record of September 26th

Dr. N. T. Moore, formnerly secretary of El Paso Couinty
MIedical Society, is beinig kept a prisoner at Culician,
Sinaloa, Mexico, becatuse he perform-led an operation upon
a resident of that city which resulted in his cleath. Fro1II
this it would seem that the practice of operative surgery is
alImost as dlanigerous in Mexico as it was in some parts of
Europe in the Middle Ages. Even in Italy, then the most
civilized cou-ntry in the world, we read that a fam-ous
surgeon before performing a critical operation insisted on
being protectel by a bonid of indemnity signed by all the
patient's friends.
THE ruibber flooring for the Stephen Ward of Guy's

Hospital was formally presented on behalf of the Ruibber
Growers' Association by Lady French on October 6th.
Mr. MeEwan, chairman of the Rubber Growers' Associa-
tion, stated that some 170 of the producing companies had
contributed. Mr. Cosmo Bonsor accepted the gift on behalf
of the governors of the hospital. Particulars of a similar
gift to the Edinburgh Royal Infirmary were published in
tlhe BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of September 12th, p. 488.
Thie ruLbber flooring lately laid in the consulting rooilm of
the out-patients' departmnent of the Hospital for Sick
Ch1illren, Great Orniond Street, was also the gift of the
Rulbber Growers' Association. The association-1had also
voted a gift of 1,000 hot-water bottles, made fromn pla-nta-
tion rUIbber, to thle British Red Cross Society.
AMONG the books to be publislhed this autulmn by the

Cambridge University Press are The House-fly: Mulltsca
domnestica (Linn.); Its Structure, lbabits, Devclopmielnt,
1?ela.tion to Disease an,1d CControl, by C. Gordon Hewitt,
D.'Sc.; The Chemical Exeamination of WTater, Sewage, FJoods,
(nd other Substances, by J. E. Purvis, M.A., and T. R.
HIodgson, M.A. The publications of the University of
Clhicaao Press are sold in Great Britain and the British
E,mpire (except Canada) by the Cambridge University
Press. Am3ong those announcedl are the following: Wtater
Reiitiies of tthe Past and Present, by Samuel W. Williston;
Th'JI Osteologwy of Some Amterican7 Permnian Vertebrates, by
Samulel W7. Wihliston (Contribultions from Walker Mulseuni,
vol. i, No. 8); The EvSolutionZ of Sex in Plants, b1y J. MI.
'8oulter; and ProcXeedings of th1e Amnericanz SocZiologica
Sd;c-ietj,vol. viii (Pi-oblemis of Social Assimnilation).-

AUTHORS desiring reprinits of their articles publislhed in the BRITISH
MEDICAL JOURNAL are reqde'sted to commuLnicate with tEle Office,
429, Strand, W.C., on receipt of proof.

CORRESPONDENTS who wish notice to be taken of their commiiiinnica-
tions should authenticate them with their names-of course not
necessarily for publication.

TELEGRAPHIC ADDRESs.-Thetelegraiphic address of the EDITOR of
the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL is Aitology, WVest rand, London. The
telegraphic address of the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL is Articulate,
West ranid, London.

TELEPHONE (National):-
2631, Gerrard, EDITOR, BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL.
2630, Gerrard, BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.
2634, Gerrard. MEDICAL SECRETARY.

r.-: Queries, anlsiwers, andCI comm)nunications relating to subjects
to wchich speciatl dlepartmlentts of the BRITISH MEDICAL JOUINAL
are devotedl icill be found under their' respective headings.

QUERIES.
CROwN DERBY asks for hiints in buiildinig a surgery alnd waitiing
room.

INDIAN will be muchl obliged for information as to the suit-
ability or otherwise of Alpine mountain resorts in winter for
a person subject to chronic and subacute attacks of
piieumococcal bronichitis in cold wet weatlher.

ANSWERS.

E.G.H.W.-A small household destructor for refLuse, wlhicl
'would be suitable for a hospital of thirty be(ds, is made by
Messrs. Horsfalls, the Statioii Works, Pershore, ilear
Worcester.

LETTERS, NOTES, ETC.

THE PRACTITIONER AND THE NEW " PHARMIACOPOEIA."
DR. J. C. MCWALTER (Dublin) writes: Allow me to make a

vigrorous protest against the me(ldliing wvith tihe strength of the
preparations of our most potenit drugs--which is exhibited ill
tile niew Phiarurnacopocial.
Take nux vomica, which is now beiing taken by literally

millions of people. The new Britihlb Pharwacopoeia re(duces
the strength of the tincture to one-half. This means that
practitioners no longer get the beneficial results they an-tici.
pate-for the dosage is suddenlv cut downi to half.
On the other hand, strophantlius--a most potent poison-is

increasel to four times its strength. Your heart patient, for
whom you have prescribed a fairly liberal dose of the present
British, Phar?wacopoeia tincture, will wander rounL(d thle
country in imminent danger of sudden death, wlhen the con-
scienitious chemist, after previouis cogitation, insists oI (dis-
pensing a tinctu-re f6ur times as stronlg as yoUi contem1plated.
Laudanlum is also juggled with. It is madle 25 per cellt.

stronger. Thus, when with fear and trembling you order a
20-minim dose, the equivalent of 25 minins will be given.
On the other hand, your syphilitic patient will be defrau(led

of his due dose of mercury. Liq. hydrargyri perchloridi is
made weaker, and ungt. hydrargyri, used for inuiietion,
suddenly drops to 60 per cent. of its former strength.
Surely to Heaveln, digitalis should nlot be meddled with-

but it is. The strength of the tincture is reduced 20 per cent.
There is a sudden drop in tile strengtlh of white precipitate

ointment; it is reduced to half potency.
Belladonna is also altered. The tincture, formerly madle

from the leaves, and in the Br itis1 Pharmacopoeia (1898)
ordered to be made from the root-is now twisted back to the
leaves again. Worse than that, its strength is reduced 30 per
cent.
Another objectioniable thing in the new British Pharmacopoeia

is the initroduction of abbreviations. We all write iilegibly,
but imagine sanctioning the use of " th." wlien you wanit to
prescribe ether, or " lin. sap." when you want to order soap
liniment.
This extraordinary jugglingc with the strength of potent

drLugs should meet with stern reprobation.
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