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dioxydiamnidoarse'nobenzene-mcno - methane- sulphinate of
sodium Cj2H10O2As2N2-C112-O-SONa, together with in.
organie-salts. The active constituent itself contains 32.2
per cent. of arsenic, but in consequence of tlle presence of
inorganic salts the commercial product, neo-salvarsan, is
stated to contain in 0.15 gram only as much arsenic as
0.10 gram of saivarsan. This means that neo-salvarsan
coitains about Xx 31.6 = 21.1 per cent. of arsenic. That
this- -figure is approximately correct- is confirmed by the
a,ialyses of F. Lelhrnann,3 wlho found 22 per cent. of
arsenic In this -_jirouct. Sinmilarly 0.15 gram of " neo-
kliars'ivaii " is equivalent in arsenic content to 0.10 gram
of "klharsivani." Neo-salvarsan and " neo-kharsivan,"
tlherefore, contain abouLt 21.1 per cent. of arsenic.-
We are, etc.,
London, E.C., July 27th. BURROUGHS WELLCOME AND CO.

8.Apoth. Zeit.. 1912. 27, 546.

Rt1liigr5itits antb Ot;1-eteZ.
UNIVERSITY OF LONDON.

KING'S COLLEGE HOSPITAL MEDICAL SCHOOL.
THE Burney Yeo scholarshipis' for 1916 have been awarded to
Messrs. R. lRoberts, J. M. Bickerton, G. A. Harrison.

ROYAL COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS OF LONDON.
A COMITIA was held oni July 27th, the Senior Censor, Dr. Percy
Kidd, being in the chair.

Admiissiont of M1embers.
The following candidates having passed the required ex-

amination, were admitted Members of the College: Richard
Alun Rowlands, M.B.Lond., L.R.C.P., and Gilbert Innes
Strachan, M.D.Glasg. (Cardiff).

Licences Granted.
Licznces to practise physic were granted to 120 candidates

who had passed the requisite examinations.
Diplomas in Public Health.

In conjunction witlh the Royal College of Surgeons of
England, Diplomas in Public Health were granted to Reginald
St. George Small bridge Bond, M.B.,F.R.C.S.Edin., Ethel Mary
Minett, M.B., B.S.Lond., and Henry Owen West, M.D.,
J3.S.Lond., M.R.C.P.Lond.

Election of Cenisors.
The Celnsors were elected as follows: Drs. W. Hale White,

William Pasteur, Sidney H. C. Martin, Hector W. G.
Mackenzie.

. Cosunnnications.
The following communications were received: (1) From the

Secretary of the Royal College of Surgeons of England, dated
May 12th, June 9th, and Julv 14th, reporting proceedings of the
Council of that College on May 11th, June 8th, and July 13th
respectively. (2) From the Royal Society, dated Junie l9th,
enclosing a copy of regulations for the organization of a
conjoint board of scientific societies adopted at a conference
of representatives of the societies concerned, and asking the
College- to nominate representatives upon the board. The
Acting President nominated the President and Dr. Henry
Hlead.

-Gift to the College.
An offer was received from Mrs. Streatfeild to give £10,000 in

Consols to be held by the Royal College of Physicians of London
and the Ro al College of Surgeons of England, jointly, in trust
for the promotion of research. The offer was accepted and a
letter ordered to be written to Mrs. Streatfeild thanking her for
her generous gift.

Appointmen)ts of Representatives of the College.
Dr. T. D. Acland was electedl a Representative Governor of

the University of Sheffield, and Sir George Savage was re-
appointed a Representative on the Committee of Management
of the Chelsea Physie Garden.

Reports.
Reports were received from the Committee of Management

recommending that Rugby School be added to the list of insti-
tutions recognized by the Examiniing Board in England for
instruction in chemistry and physics, and that the State Uni-
versity of Iowa, Iowa City, U.S.A., be added to the list of
universities whose graduates in medicine are admissible to the
filnal examination of the Conjoint Board. The reports were
adopted.
'After some further formal business the Acting President

dissolved the Comitia.

ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS OF ENGLAND.
AN ordinary Council was held on July 27th, when Sir Watson
Cheyne, Bt., President, was in thle chair.

Issute of Diplomas.
Piplomas of membership were granted to 119 candidates

found oualified at the recent examinations.

Streatfeild--Research Fund.
Representatives from the Council were appoinited to serve on

a joint committee to prepare, for approval by the two colleges,
a scheme and regulations for ..the administration of the Streat-
feild Research Fuind.

Veniereal Diseases.
A letter, dated July 13th, was read from the Assistant

Secretary of the Local Government Board, forwarding by
direction of the President of the Board, copies of the Circular
and Regulations which the Board has issued with regard to the
prevention and treatment of venereal diseases.

CONJOINT BOARD IN ENGLAND.
THE diplomas of L.R.C.P., M.aR.C.S. have been coniferred upon
the following candidates who have passed the final examination
in medicine, surgery, and midwifery:
W. Agar, G. C. Agarwala, A. iM. Ahmad, E. B. Alabaster, *Mary C.

Albuquierque. F. M. Allchin, D. H. Anthony, Rt. Aspinall-
Stivala, K. Atkin, T. B. Bailey, G. A. Beyers. W. H. Blackburn.
C. E. Bond, E. G. P. Bousfield, C. V. Braimbridge, H. G.
Broadbridge, J. Brooks, W. W K. Brown, L. J. F. BMll, G. E.
Burton, C. P. L. Carrier, P. D. H. Chapmnan, P. N. Cook, M. C.
Cooper, J. M. Courtniey. F. Crinsoz de Cottens, F. G. L. Dawson,
F. P. G. de Smidt, WV. R. Dickinson, J. MI. Downie, G. G.
Drumilmond, W. II. Dye, J. D. Dy-son, W. C. C. Easton, H. E.
fkil.anayake, D. D. Evans, T. S. Evans, H. W. Featherstone, F. 0.
Fehrsen, J. B. Flamer-Caldera, W. B. Gabriel, J. J. Gasperine,
B. T. Gaspey, L. S. Gathergood, E. A. Green, T. H. Gune-
wardine, *Hilda M. Halliday, M. St. C. Hamiiilton, C. C.
Harrison, N. H. Harrison, A. G. Harsant, E. H. V.
Hensley, R. B. Hick, *Mary I. Hounsficid, J. B. Hume,
G. G. Jack, F. B. Jago, *Elizabeth E. Jenkins, A. R. Jennings,
B. E. Jerwood, T. Joekes, J. R. Jobn, L. P. Johns, S. H. M.
Johns, W. H. Jones, T. R. F. Kerby, G. E. Kidnian. P. R. E.
Kirby. N. M. Lewis, *Louisa Ad. Lister, *Katharine Lloyd.
Arcot Doraisawny Loganadan, D. Loughlin, H. M. C. Macaulay.
G. C. Mathie, G. L. Maule, A. A. Miller, E. C. de M. Morgan,
J. J. Murphy, R. L. Newell, E. Newton, F. P. Nicholas, J. D.
Oliver, *Alice O'Reilly, J. A. P. Perera, V. J. E. C. del S.
Perez y Mari7an, E. S. Phillips, J. W. G. Phillips, R. L. Portway,
R. H. C. Pryn, Lakshminarayanapuram Subramanier Ramier,
J. S. Ranson, S. D. Rhind, T. H. Rhys, *Eveleen B. G. itiviagton,
W. R. Rowlands, Bishambhar Sahai, E. Sakoschansky, E. E.
Samarawebra, *Enid E. Sanger-Davies, W. H. Sarra, J. A. D.
Skinner, A. C. Smith, N. A. Sprott, G. P. Tatton, *Lily D.
Taylor, Ismail Tewfik, B, 0. Townend, R. R, Traill, W. J.
Vance, P. M. J. Van Gehuchten, H. S. Wacher, *Phillis E.
Webb, H. M. Wharry, R. C. P. Whitcombe, A. G. P. Wills,
T. Wilson, W. E Wilson, R. A. Woodhouse, L. Zeitline.

Under the Medical Act, 1876.

T CONJOINT BOARD IN SCOTLAND.
THE following candidates have passed the final examination,
and have been a(dmitted L.R.C.P. and S.Edin. and L.R.F.P.S.
Glasg.:
R. L. Jones, W. B. Lawson, M. Campbell, Keki Sorabji Bhiwan.

diwalla, Maniketh Vythi Menon, W. C. Borrie, j. A. Murray,
J. A. Smith, J. Y. M'Lean, P. Hayes, J. Bygott.

CONJOINT BOARD IN IRELAND.
THE following candidates have passed the flinal examination:
H. M. Alexander, J. C. Attridge, D. Boland, R. D'Alton, B. J.

Daunt, G. Dunne, B. Green, Marjorie M'Mullen, W. A. Malone,
T. Moore, E. B. Palmer.

EXCHANGES.
CAPTAIN R.A.M.C., administrative experience over a. year's foreign
service, now with railway troops, desires exchanige with medical
officer at hospital or d6p6t in London or Greater London. Address
No. 3,000, BRtITIsH MEDICAL JOURNAL Office, 429, Strand, W.C.
Captain (teinporary) R.A.M.C., in Field Ambulance, France, desires

exchange with officer in base hospital, France, M.A.C., or Hospital
Train, France, or hospital at home. He has experience as an anaes-
thetist. Address 2,999, BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL Offce, 429, Sorand,
W.C.
Captain R.A.M.C.(T.), attached to Casualty Clearing Station which

is unlikely to proceed overseas, desires exchange to CasnLalty Clearing
Station abroad. X. Y. Z., BRITISH MEDICAL JOUJRtNAL Oflice, 429.
Strand, W.C.
Captain R.A.M.C.(T.), Yeomanry regiment, desires exchange into

field ambulance, base hospital or regiment at front or abroad.-
Address No. 2899, BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL Office, 429, Strand, W.C.

THE late Mr. Emil C. Bundy, of New York, bequeathed
£20,000 to Columbia University for research work on
cancer.
DR. LLEWEJLYN C. P. PHILLIPS, professor of medicine

in the Medical School, Cairo, and physician to the Sultan
of Egypt, has received the King's permission to wear the
insigiiia of the Third Class of the Order of the Nile con-
ferred upon himi by the- 'Sultan of'Egypt in recognition
of valuable services rendkered.
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addition to hiis family, manv of his old friends and fellow
workers were present. He lies within a few yards of his
life-long friend, Sir George Buchanan.

A. H. LISTER, M.D., C.M.G.,
PHYSICIAN AND LECTURER ON CLINICAL MEDICINE, ABERDEE:N ROYAL

INFIRMARY. LIEUTENANT-COLONEL, R.A.M.c.(T. P.).
WE have to record with great regret that Lieutenant-
Colonel A. H. Lister, of Aberdeen, died at sea on his wray
-home from Egypt. He had suffered for a good many years
from pulmonary tuberculosis, and had on several occasions
been compelled to give up work in Aberdeen and spend
several winters in Switzerland.

Arthur Hugh Lister was the son of the late Mr. Arthur
Lister, F.R.S., brother of Lord Lister. He was born in
1864, and-graduated B.A.Camb.,- witlh a second class in the
natural science tripos in 1886. After spending two years
as a medical student in the University of Aberdeen; he
spent a third at King's College, under hlis uncle, Lord
Lister. He graduated M.B., C.M.Aberd. in 1895, with
highest honours, gaining the John Murray medal as the
most distinguislhed graduate of his year. After serving
as house-physician at the Middlesex Hospital he returned
to Aberdeen, and in 1897 was appointed assistant
pbysician to the Aberdeen Royal Infirmiiary. In 1912 he
became full plhysician to the infirmary and lecturer on
clinical inedicine in the university. In 1904 he took tlle
degree of M.D.Aberd., with lhonours for his thesis on
" Roentgen rays and their application in the examination
of thle chest." He was at various times medical referee of
the Newhills Sanatorium, lhonorary physician to the
tuberculosis wards of the Aberdeen City Hospital, and
medical officer of Morningfield Hospital for Incurables,
Aberdeen. He devoted particular attention to the studv
of tuberculosis and his opinion was much sought in con-
sultation in the North of Scotland.
Long before the war he held a commission in the Terri-

torial R.A.M.C., and lhad been in command of the 2nd
Higlhland Field Ambulance. In 1910 lhe was commis-
sioned as lieutenant-colonel in the lst Scottislh General
Hospital, Aberdeen, and on the outbreak of the war volun-
teered for general service. For a time he worked at Sir
Henry Norinan's ambulance in Northern France, but early
in 1915 proceeded to the Mediterranean in charge of the
medical division of a general hospital with the Egyptian
Expeditionary Force. In this capacity he did not spare
himself, and the excellence of his work was recognized by
the honour of C.M.G., conferred upon him in the list of
Birthday Honours last June, and how it was appreciated
by his patients is shown by the following note from
"'A Subaltern":
Not least among those who lament the loss of this admirable

physician and handsome gentleman do we lament it who were
his patients in the General Hospital in Alexandria, Egypt. He
was a man of unusual charm and of unusual firmness. He
knew how ill he himself was, yet through the frightful dust
and heat of those bad days, when we were streaming from
Gallipoli into Egypt, knocked otut by wounds and disease, lhe
worked unceasiiigly, patching us up, always good to look upon,
always charming, yet always to the point. " One must do whlat
one can," he said, and he did it. That is why- we who owe to
him not only lhealth but life itself will cherish ever the memory
of that "I very gentil perfet knyghte."
As a young man Dr. Lister was something of an athlete;

he played Rugby football as a student, and later became a
keen golfer, but lie was handicapped- in his career by the
disease which has now caused his death. His loss will be
keenly felt in. Aberdeen, where he enjoyed the confidence
and regard of the profession. He was a member of the
British Medical Association, a member, and for some time
treasurer, of the Aberdeen Medico-Chirurgical Society,
and a member of the Association of Physicians of Great
Britain and Ireland.
He married the dauglhter of the late Sir Reginald

Palgrave, Clerk to the House of Commons, and is survived
by this lady and seven children.

CANON E. F. HOERNLE, M.B.EDIN.
A MIOST interesting and attractive personality has been
removed from Edinburgh clerical and medical circlers by
tlhe deatlh on July 23rd of Edward Frederick Hoernle,
M.B., L.1ft.C.S.Edin. Although at the time of his death
and for several years past Dr. Ho6rnle had no active
connexion with medical practice, yet in the earlier part of

his life, as a medical missionary under the Church Mis
sionary Society in Ispalhan, Persia, he was as devoted to
tlle medical as to the clerical side of his work. Born at
Agra in 1851, son of the Rev. Theophilus Hoernle (mis-
sionary under the Church Missionary Society in India), he
was educated in Switzerland, and studied medicine and
theology in Edinburgh, Vienna, Bonn, Bale, and Munich.
He obtained the qualification of L.R.C.S. at Edinburglh iin
1877, and graduated M.B. in 1878; in 1879 he was ordained
deacon and priest, and went to Ispaban. After some- ten
years' work there he returned to Edinburglh, and was in
1890 appointed assistant superintendent to the Ed nburgh
Medical Missionary Society, of which Dr. Jolhn Lowe,
F.R.C.S.E.. vas then superintendent. For three years
(till 1893) he did work in the Livingstone Dispensary
(Cowgate) under that society, and after Dr. Lowe's death
he lheld for six years a curacy at St. Peter's (Episcopal)
Church in Edinburglh. In 1899 he was appointed rector
of St. James's (Episcopal) Clhurcli, Leith, wlhere he
officiated till hlis decease; and a few years ago he was
made chancellor and canon of the Cathedral Church of
St. Mary, Edinburglh.
Canon Hoernle took an interest in, and did good service

for, education in Leitli, acting for several years as a
member of the Scllool Board, as a director of Leith Hos-
pital, and as a member of the Business Comimittee of the
General Council of the University of Edinburglh and of its
Library Committee.
He was the author of an Introduction to Browning's

Poems, and of Technical Education: A Poftal to the
Palace of Truth. With a wide knowledge of the world,
of mcn, and things; with a keen interest in pllilosoply;
witlh well-trained and fully-considered views on medicine
and tlheology, Canon Hoernle was a most entertaining and
stimulating companion and conversationalist, and was
hiighly esteemed, not only in the medical profession and
amongst the members of his own cllurch, but also in tlhe
large circle of friends in Edinburgh and Leith who had
gathered round hiim, and to whom his death will come as
a personal bereavement.

MR. CHARLES J. RAYLEY OWEN, M.R.C.S., L.S.A., died
suddenly at his residence at East Hagbourne, near Didcot,
Berks, on July 10th, aged 62. He was a grandson of
Mr. Daniel Owen, of Halifax, Nova Scotia, the youngest
son of Dr. William Btty Owen, of Finchingfield, Essex,
and Cleveland Square, Hyde Park, and brother of Mr.
Edmnund Owen, LL.D., the distinguislhed surgeon, wbho
died on July 23rd, 1915. Mr. Rayley Owen was born in
Finchingfield, and educated at King's School, Canterbury.
After giving up an appointment in a merchant's office,
which was not to his taste, ho matriculated and studied
at St. Mary's Hospital. He took the diploma of L.S.A.
in 1876, and that of M.R.C.S. a year later. He became
resident medical officer and senior lhouse-surgeon to
St. Mary's, and afterwards held resident appointments
at the Lock and the Kent and Canterbury Hospitals.
He made several voyages as ship's surgeon, returned and
assisted his father for a few years, and then entered into
a partnership. In 1887, after his marriage, he resided at
Devonshire Terrace, Hyde Park, and practised there on
his own account on the termination of his partnership.
His skill and geniality made hlim both popular and
prosperous, but he overworked himself, and suffered
grave shock about eight years ago from a carriage
accident; on recovery he travelled to Japan, but never
regained his health. Four years ago he settled at
Hagbourne. He had no family.

AT a meeting of the Executive Committee of the Society
for the State Registration of Trained Nurses on July 27th
a resolution expressing profound sorrow at the irreparable
loss the society has sustained by the death of its dis-
tinguished vice-president, Sir Victor Horsley, was adopted
in silence, the members standing.
THE General Secretary of the Medical Defence Union

(Dr. A. G. Bateman) has been in correspondence with the
War Office respecting the claims of medical practitioners
for the medical inspection of recruits. In certain districts
claims were disputed owing to a memorandum issued by
the War Office in February, 1915, limiting the amount t!3
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be paid to a rate below peace scale, not having reached
comxie recruiting centries, until a later da-te. The finainxial
leprtipent of the War Offilce has noov decided to settle
ic disputed claims referre'd to by the payimient of 2a. 6d.

,a hea(l up to -sixteen recruits examined, and 2s. for each
recrnit examined in excess of six'tee6n in any one day'.

SPECIAL, meetings of the Central Midwives- Board for
.iearii'g penal charges were.heldqon July 26th and 27th!,
,Sir Francis Chaipuneys presie. Thiirteen cases were
ie-ard aind eleven of the midwives were struck off the roll.
Mlauy serious charges were brought against the women
besides the usual onies due to ignorance. Among them
Nwere frtud; the adlministering of a drug other than an
apericilt without miaking a note of the fact in the register;
Tegistering the birth of a child under a false nam-e;
employing% an uncertified person as a substitute; putting
.infants under the care of a person without mlaking proper
inquiries as to hier character, etc.; and failing, to send for
.medical assistance in cases of puerperal fever, ophthalmnia
noonatorunm, skin elul)tionl, laemorllhage of tlie cord,
oedenma of the legs, feet, and hands prior to tlle confine-
nieiit, an(l puirlent discharge during pregnancy, etc. At an
ordiinary meeting on Jtily 27th the board, in rep)ly to a
letter from the Local Governmtent Bcard relative to the
question of visits p)aid by a health visitor to a lying,-in
woman during the attendance of a midwife, expressed its
trust that miiedical offiers of health would exercise their
discretion with great care in such circumstances. A letter
-was considered from the acting registrar of the General
Medical Council in regard to a registere(d miiedical practi-
tioner alleged to have visited patients delivered by a mid-
wife whose namie had been removed from-l the roll. The
board resolved to signify to the Council that, without
expressing any opinion onl the merits of the case, it did
not propose to press thle mnatter further.

74dU1s,* J-ttsg, ai1U AllislUErs
THE: telegrap1ic addresses of the BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION
an1d JOUIRNAL are: (1) EDITOR of the BlutTISH IMEDICAL
JOUItRNAL. AitioieOyV TIestraend, London; telephone, 2631, Gerrard.
(2) FINANCIALI SECRETARY AN 1) B UTSINESh MANAGER (Adver-
tisemiienits, etc.), Articulate TWestrand. Loudon ; telephone, 2630,
Gerrard. (3) IVE DICAFb SECRETARY. Iledisecra 11estrandl.
London; teleiphone, 2634. Geirard. Theaddress of theIrish office
of the Britjsh Medical Association is 16. South Frederick Street.
Dublin.

t Qtieries, awiswiers, euid commit-unications rqelating to sitbjects
to which specitl (depart-ments of tlie BitIT1uiI IMEIDIcAL JOURNAL
a?C devote(d will be foundli 1nuderj their respective headtings.

QUERIES.

C. H. B. asks for suggestions for t ie treatment of chicken-pox
marks onl the forelhead in a girl age(l 12, after an attack of
cihickelni-pox in April.

POISONS CONVEYED BY DRErSS.
ORIENS, who seeks evidenice as to the possibility of thle convey-
ance of poisoli hy dress,-ma'v be referred to Normani Chevers's
Manual ot Mlle(lical Jurisprudence int I7ndia, wl'ere tile legeind1ary
story of the Queen of Gailere, who is said to have killed 1Raja
Bukht by poisonlinig hiis marriage robes, is related. Clhevers
im.plies that -this form of poisoning is possible. "Anyionie,"
he writes, " wlio has nioticed. how freely a robust person in
I[n(lia perspires tliroitgll a thinl garmeiit, can understanld that
if the cloth Were thoeouglily impregnated with the caiithari-
dine of that very powverful vesicant the Teliini, the result
would be as dangerous as that of an externsive burn." Chevers,
however, quotes no definiite and a-utheiltic repx)rt of a murder
of this kcind, thouglh lie states that Cqlonel Todd lad published
ample eviidence of tlle existeince of ani i(lea that the deaths of
several hiistorical persouiiges were cauised byp)oisone(d robes.
Can; any realder eupp)ly otur correspoisdent withl inore definite

ANSWERS.

HkLIOTiIERA PY.
Dr. TI-boiAs DUTTON wsrites to suggest that the uise of the
a)pparatus for the utilizatioil of suni rays dlevised by Iim
wouldI curec tl-he sinuiis. In a case. n0ow under, treatment, a
sillus of two years' stalnding -is healing rapidly unlder tein-
minute (doses a day.

LETTERS, NOTES, ETC.

DP.. J. W. DUNCAN (Hocklev) wvrites to snggest thiat cooling
pipes oin the principle of water-freezing plant fsr removing
watter vapour fronii the ailr blast used-linironl smeltitug slhould
be inistalled in hosl)itals in liot cousti:ies. 'We believe that
0he electric fani has bieeni found tlhe most stitable tapparatus
for )reventing injurious effects of heat in hospitals an(I
barrack.s. Thle ratoiiale of its actLon has been explained
by 1rofessor Leoniard Hill.

DEATH AFTER NITROUS OXIDE-OXYGEN ANAESTHESIA.
DR. AIDULEY W_RALXTON (London, W.) writes: There is &

printer's error iin the sixth linie of my letter (BRITISH
MEDIGAt JOURNAL, Ja': 29tlh, p. l59). Thie wo df " terrib'ie "
shplw'd read " tenable,'r the true senise being,." My theory of
the mnechanism of the death is rendered less tenable."

FERGUS(S)ON'S SPECULUM.
WF h.bve- receive(d 'a few communications concerning
Fergus(s)on's speculum since a' letter about the disputed
question of the iu-eutor.of that instrtiment appeared in the
JOURNAL of March 11th, p. 397. Dr. Carline, of Lincoln,
forwards us a quotation from Beiinnet's luftanination of the
Uteruis, third edition, 1855, p. 49S: "I had ceased to employ
them (glass specula) -until this- biJection was obviated by
Mr. Fer,guson. Hle has had the ouit6k surface of the speculum
coated with a thin piece of Inidian tunbberi after previously
surrounding the glass itself.witbi a.-rilliant mnetallic coating."
"F1'erguson " here appears to stand for the dealer. We may
add that the same sentence willfbe fouhil in the' first edition
of Dr. J. H. Benniet's book publisheti I 1849, p. 499, with the
name spelt " Ferguson," as in that passage which Dr. Carline
quotes.
The evidence from Maw's early catalogues is, as was shown

in Mr. Doran's letter, inconielusive, as the name was not spelt
in the sanme way in different edlitions. In reference to the
note in the catalogue of obstetrical instrumenits, 1866, on
"1lilliard's (speculum) exhibited by Ferguson," Mr. J. B.
Hilliard informs us that a dilating speculum was probably
meant, an instrumenlt invented1 by his father, Mr. W. B.
Hilliard, and used largely in Scotland and elsewlhere ebout
that date. Mr. J. B. Hilliard remembers the originial pattern
of "?Ferguson's speculuw," before 1866, made witlh silvered
glass coveredl with black varniish or gum elastic, not rubber.
It was followed by other patternis in clear glass, silver-plated
metal, and plain black vuleanite. "The name was always
spelt Ferguson, with onle 's"': inmportalnt evidenice, as the
correct orthography of Sir W. Fergusson's name must, of
course, have been well known in Scotland.
Mr. ii. ivattnews states that the invenitor was his father, the

late Mr. William Matthews, who was presentat King's College
Hospital in his capacity of surgical inistrument maker to that
institution when he expressed an opilnion that the speculum
then beilng used was unsatisfactory. On this, Sir William
(then Mr.) Fergusson said to him, " Then, mon, you make a,
better one." The result was the pro(luction of the silvered
glass speculum coated with elastic gum. Sir William
Fergusson was very pleased with it, was its first user, anld it
was called by his niame. " At the time of mv entering my
fatlher's busilness (1864)," Mr. II. Matthews conitiiues,
"1I know thatFergusson's speculum had been in existence for
many years; I should put the date of the invenitioni as probably
the early Fifties. I well remember a conversation I ha(l on the
subject with Sir William shortly before hiis deatb, wlichl took
place iii 1871. He said he lhad advised my fathier to take out
a patent for the speculuim, and- much blamed him for nlOt
having done so, as he had told him that he would have made
a fortune by it; he added, 'but your father was a very
obstinate man and thiouight he knew best.'"
The evidence here seems conclusive, but it is strange that,

like earlier writers, thie com-pilers of the Catalogue of
Obstetrical Ins trunients, 1866, shoul(l have misspelt tlle name
of Sir William F'ergusson anid omitted his title, although the
catalogue was publislhed not many months after be received
his baronetcy. For, as reference to Mr. Doran's letter will
show, this error can alone explain the misleading discrepanicy.

I a itly, acc3rdiDg to the Catalogue f the Obstetrical Society's
Exhibition in 1866, the Ferguson's speculum was "coated
over with a thinl layer of india rubber." Mr. Barry Hopkins
informs us that this statement was incorrect. The covering
was elastic gum, a varnish painted on the outside of tlle
instrument, and the speculum was tlheni driedl in an oven,
and a series of coats were added till the desire(d thicknless
was attainied. The late Mr. Alfred Walsh introduced an
improved l)rocess, still in use, the silvere(d glass being
covered witlh one coat of varnish and a litnenl web woven over
it; lastly, more coatings of elastic gum are applied in the
usual wav. It is remarkable that thouglh so mucll is renmem-
bered and has recently b)een reported about the introduction
of Fergus(s)on's speculuin by contemporaries, these veteranis
still do nlot seein agreed as to whom out of four men, all
living in their own time, thie instrument Was ascribed.
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