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NIEDICAL, SURGICAL, OBSTETRICAL.
THE NEED OF A VISION TEST FOR DRIVERS.

TuIn need for a systemnatic examiination of the vision of
drivers of motor cars and hiorse-drawn carts has been
deeply impressed on me wlile doing duty as ophthalmnic
specialist to tlhe South London Recruiting Board. At the
present time any person, no matter how defective his
vision, can obtain a licence to drive a private or trade
motor car; there is no vision test made. Without examina-
tion, any person may drive a horse drawn vellicle through
busy thoroughfares. Taxi-cab drivers have to pass a sight
test on first obtaining their. licences, but there is no
poriodic re-examiniationi.
To illustrate the necessity of introducing som-e form of

test, and incidentally to point out the very defective vision
of some drivers, I will quote a few of the cases that have
coixC under my observation:
CASE i.-V. T. T., a taxi-cab driver. Vision is 3 in eachi eye,

and the vision cannot be improved with glasses. The corneae
are nebulous, and there is old and( extensive diseeminated
choroiditis. Three years ago he obtained his licence at a
garage. He was employed tlhere, but was diseharged after
a month or two because of defective vision. He still drives a
taxi-cab.
CASE II.-G. T., a taxi-cab (driver, obtainied hiis licence four

years ago. Since then he has had several attacks of iritis in
the right eye. As a restult of occliision of the pupil, the vision
t)f this eye is reduced to counting fingers at 2 feet. He is still
driving.
CASE iIi.-B. J. T., a coachlmlani, has never worn glasses. He

is myopic to the extent of -12 D. There is m-iarked choroidal
atrophy, with pigmentary degenerative changes at the macula.
An ihrportant pci ijn this case is the marked increase of the
light minimum seMe. This is a common occurrence in cases
of lligher degrees of myopia. As a restult, these people see
badly at night. This man hlas had several accidents while
*driving.
CASE iv.-H. B. drives a fast-goinig cart. Vision is n in each

eye. The right eye can be brought up to with suitable
glasses. As a result of old iridocyclitis there is seclusion and
occlusion of both pupils, with a secondary cataract in the left
leIns.

C,ASE v.-G. G. drives a single-horsed four-wheeled cart.
Vision, g- rigbt, 4g lcft. Tliere is right internal squint, anid
fixation is lost ini this eye. There is old extensive peripheral
choroiditis in this eye. Seven months ago, while crossing a
main road, he did not see a tramear approaching fronm his
right. The tram broke up tbe cart, but no one was injured.
CASE vI.-H. S. drives a slow-going one-horse cart. He,

slowly and with great difficulty, reads ,% right and M% left.
There is niystagmtus in all directions of gaze, and the optic
nierves are the seat of second(ary atrophy. Two years ago a
tramcar ran into his cart. The cart was smashed up and themiaIn wvas in hospital for four mn1oths.
CASE VIi.-J. N. (drives a Single-horse cart. Vision g in each

eye. Right vision canytot be improved; there is detachment of
the retina. The left can be improved to w43With -12 D sphere,
and in thlis eye there is marked choroidal cbanges, and a very
large posterior staphylorna. He complains of inability to see at
.night, and the light mninimumii sense is markedly increased.
Last year, one night at dusk, he collided With a tramear. Three
months ago a man fell fromi a tram*; the patient's story is that
he did not-have time to pull up his horse. The result was that
the man was killed.
There is no need to multiply cases, but I have niotes of

mnany others. The foregoing will show how defeetive is
the vision of some men engaged in driving, and throws an
interesting sidelight on a possible cause of street accidents.
It seeims very necessary that, all persons engaged in driving
should at least once a year be eubmitted to a vision test,
and this applies equally to mien driving slow-going carts,
for there is about as much danger, in the iixed traffic of
city streets, from men wivth defective vision driving -slow
as fast travelling vclhicles.

JAMES McHoUL, Ca taih R.A.3M.C.(T.),
Ophthalinid Specialist, South London Recruiiting Bolrd;
- Refractiojnist, R')yal Eyo Hospital, S.E.Lonidon1, W.

MR. AuGusTUS CHURCHILL, of the firm of medical
publishers, J. antl A. Churchill, left estate valued at
-£47,532.
AumTIR an agitation of twenty-five years tlle College of

Physicians and Surgeonls. Columblia University, New York,
not long ago consented to admit women students. Now it
is annouinced that Dr. Rosalie Slaughfter Mortonl has been
appointed attendinlg surgeonl at the Vanderbilt Clinic, andl
^Dr. Voi-a Dantschsakoff instructor in anatomy.|

COLNICAL AND SCIENTIFIC PItOCEEDINGS.

BOMBAY BRANCH.
Clinical Meeting.

A -TMETING of the Boimbay Branclh was held at tlhe
Jamsetji Jeejeeblhoy Hospital on Juiie 29tl, when Lieu-
tenant-Colonel ASHTON STREET, I.M.S., occuIpied the0 chiair.
There were twenty members andl visitots present. Dr. C.
FERNANDES showed a case of lichen planus, and denmon.
strated the points of difference between tiat disease and
syphilis, for wlhich it is always mistaken. Lieutenant-
Colonel ASHTON STREET, I.M.S., shiowed a patient witlh
very large and severe glandular en largemrienits in the
necki, with a small melanotic sarcomiia in tlle insido
of tlle month over the left superior inaxilla. He also
slhowed a boy wlhose cystic kidney lie had successfully
remiioved, and the specinmen. He also slhowed a twig
of tlje Babul tree, used by Indians as tootlhbruislh,
accidentally swallowed by a man froim Kathia'war, and
successfully rernoved after openinig the stomuachl. Major
E. F. GORDON TUCKEER, I.M.S., shlowed the tlhorax and
uterus and its appendages of an extrel'me case of osteo.
malacia. Dr. A. POWELL showed specimens of double
ruptured aneurysms of the ventricle, anidl of ruptured
aneurysms of the ductus arteriosus and of the archl of the
aorta. 'Dr. S. R. KOTHARE shiowed a splint useful for!
comtipounid fracture of the leg and foot. Dr. J. R. JAGOSE
slhowed some interesting skiagrams on bekalf of Dr.
S. B. Nayak.

Iuebidtuz.
STUDIES IN BLOOD PRESSURE.

THE untimiely death of Dr. GEORGE OLIVER prevented li}m
from carrying to completion the third edition of his
Studice in BloodI Pre83sure.l The greater portion of it,
however, was founiid to be ready for the printer and to
have been entirely rewvritten.
At the request of his widow the preparation of tlho new

edition was placed in the hands of Professor W. D. HALLI-
BURTON, whio has carried out the work as " a true labour
of affection and respect," leaviDg the newv anid greater part
in the same form as it was left by the writer, anid supple-
menting the volume by reprinting from the 19Q8 edition
suchl parts as were wanting to make the whole subject
conmplete.
The book is prefaced by a short obituary note, and by

the reprint in full of an article publislhed in a contem.
porary journal in January, 1916, in whllichl thle present
position of sphygmomnanometry is fully set forth and its
value as a guide to diagnosis and treatment critically
examined. The question is often asked as to the practical
outcome of mechlanical observations on the circulatory
apparatus. The article in question supplies, the answer in
full. Much has undoubtedly been achieved, and, altlhough
still more remains behilud, the genius of Dr. Oliver will
always be recognized as having shown the way by which
suich knowledge may be acquired and demonstrated. In
the present series of Stadie8 he does more than justice to
tlle labours of other observers of all nationalities, and in
some respects the loyal desire to presenit all sides of the
question may leave the reader in doubt as to the conclu-
sion to be drawn. All users of the spliygmomanometer in
ordinary clinical practice must have been occasionally
puzzled by widely varying results under similar, or appa.
rently similar, conditions. The earlier clhapters of tlhe
book are devoted to the consideration of the fundamental
data upon whicll clinical observations nmtist be founded,
and a clear comprehensio'n of tlhese must be essential to tho
intelligent use of the instrument.
Of the many different influences that mDay be combined

to affect arterial pressure, by far the imost important from
the clinical point of view are the bio-clhemical substances

l Studies in Blood Pressure, .Phvsiolgictal and Cliiaical. By
George Oliver, M.D.Lond., F.A.C P. Edited by W. D. Halliburton,
Al-D., F.R.S. Third edition. London: B. K. Lewis and Co.. Lim'ited.
1916. (DemY 8vo. DP2G5; 10 1ZUrosS.7a 6d. nob.)
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Scholtz, Marschalko, and Bruck. During the war Neisser
gave great attention to combating venereal diseases in the
German army.

DR. VALENTIN GILBERT, of Geneva, wlho died on August
9th, was a leading authiority on tulberculosis in Switzer-
land. He was born at Carouge in 1862 and educated at
the University of Geneva, where lhe graduated M.D. in
1889. In 1890 hle was sent by the State Council to Berlin
to report on tlhe effects of tuberculin; while not condemning
tlle new renmedy he clid not allow^ himilself to be carried
away by tlle entliusiasni wlicll it at first excited. In 1893
lhe was appointed secretary to tlle first conimittee formed
at Gelneva for tlle prevention of tuberculosis. At the
Interlnationlal Congress of Medicine lheld in Rome in 1894
lie read a paper on tlle treatmiient of tuberculous pleurisy
by tlhe hypodermic inijectioni of slmlall aimounts of liquid
from the efftusion; by this method of auto-serum-thlerapy,
whllicll is linown by hiis nale, he claimed to have obtained
good results. He was consulting physician of the Federal
railways. In 1911 he was elected president of tlle Societe
Mfe'dicale de la Stnisse Romiande. Since the outbreak of
the -war he had been serving as a medical officer of the
Sviss army.

UNIVERSITY OF LONDON.
kING'S COLLEGE HOSPITAL MEDWCAL SCHOOL.

A Bnrney Yeo Scholarship for 1916 bas been awarded to
E. A. Woods, B.A;-., of New CollegL; Oxford.

WIJwertbicex.
EXCHANGES.

CAPTAI1N R.A.AM.C. (France) desires to exchanige with M.O. in any
capacity at homlle, or wvith M.O. in ambulance train, hospital sl]ip, or
base hospital. Address No. 3700, BtITISHE MEDICAL JOURNAL Office,
429, Strand, W.C.

AMedical Officer in military hospital, Southern Command, desires
exchange to Northeern Command, any appointment. Address No. 3699,
B3IRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL, Office, 429, Strand, W.C.

HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN will open the extension of
the London (Royal Free Hospital) School of Medicine for
Woimen on October 2nd at 3 p.m.
A BOOK on the practiec of gynaecology has been written

by Dr. Jellett, Master of the Rotunda Hospital, and will be
issued with coloured plates by Messrs. Churchill at an
early date.
THE President of the Local Government Board has

isstued a circular to local authorities statinig that he has
decided to establish a Register of Work which might be
undertaken at the conclusion of the war, and inviting the
authorities to supply him with forecasts of what is likely
to be requisite and possible in their several areas.
A THREE months' course of lectures and demonstrations

in hospital administration for the D.P.H. will be given at
the North-Western Hospital, Hanmpstead, and the Grove
Hospital, Tooting, beginning on October 2nd and 5th
respectively. Particulars can be obtained on application
to the Clerk of the Metropolitan Asylums Board, Embank-
ment, E.C.
DR. WILLIAm BARRETT Rout, recently deceased, has left

£300 to the Bristol General Hospital for the purpose of
founding a scholarship for medical studelits of^the hospital,
to be called the 'I Barrett Roue Scholarship." -Dr. Rou6
was himself an old anid distinguished student at the hos-
pital, in which he always took a warm interest. He prac-
tised for many years in Clifton, and was physician to the
Bristol Royal Hospital for Sick Children and Women.
THE sumn1 of £1,000 hias been collected through Mr. T. R.

St-Johnston, M.R.C.S., District Commissioner of the Lau
Islands, for the purchase of a pair of-the latest type of Red
Cross Motor Ambulances for the front. The Lau Islands
are a group lying atout 200 miles to the east of Fiji; and
the natives, an intellectual type. of the Polynesian race, are'
intensely loyal, and lavxe previousl; subscribcd largely to.

various patriotic funds. The islands annually produce
about £100,000 worth of the all-important copra.
A FACSIMILE of Lord Kitchener's letter of May 16tli,

1915, calling for 300,000 more men, has been prepared by
Messrs; Raphael Tuck and Sons, and is issued in an
ornamental cover, designed by Mr. Brangwyn, for thie
benefit of the Lord Kitchener National Memorial Fund ancd
the British Red Cross Fund. The cheapest edition is in
a khali cover, price ls. The next more expensive is in
a white cover, price 2s. 6d. It is also to be obtained in
more expensive forms.
THIS is thle jubilee year of the Reigate ancd Redhill

Hospital, which was founded on September 1st, 1f66. It
b-an wvith six beds, and in the flrst year thirty-nine
c es were treated, and nine operations were performed.
I..0.e growth of the hospital may be gathered from the fact
t -at last year the number of cases was 665 and 408 opera-
tions were performed. The total number of patients
treated since the opening of the institution, not including
dental cases, is 11,699, and 4,210 operations have been per-
formed. There have been 276 deaths-a mortality of
2.35 per cent.
ON Septemiber 7th the mtiedical and lay staff of Claybury

Coulnty Asyluim presented to the retiring medical superin-
tendent, Dr. R. Armstronig-Jones, a silver tea and coffee
service. The presentation was made by Mr. Chapman,
Chairinan of the Asylums Committee, and speeches were
made by Dr. E wart (who wvill succeed Dr. Armstrongi-Jonese
and other members of the staff. On the previbus eveniing
Dr. Armstroong-Jones was giveln a silver inkstand in the
namiie of "I a few of the 16,000 patients, present and past,"
and he received from the Asylums Commlittee of tlhe
Council an illuminated address.
IN the autumlin list of forthcominig boolks announced

by the Oxford University Press is one entitled Dr. John,
Radcliffe, His Fellows antd Foundations, by Dr. J. Baldwin
Nias. It is a commemorative volume containing a slietch
of the life of the mous physicianlwVho offended William III
by saying that le would not have the King's two legs for
his three kiilgdoms, with an account of his generouis
benefactions to his Alma Mater. It also includes bio.
graphical inotices of the travelling fellowvs elected on Rad-
cliffe's foutndatioii at Oxford, " collected as a labour of love
in the course of nmany years by the author, himnself some-
time Travelling Fellow."
THE Daily Exprcss has published for the benefit of its

(heery Fuind a Hook of Limericks, the result of a compe-
tition started by that' paper. The rhymes are very miiany,
and range from A.B., who was a theatrical sailor, to Ypres
and beyon(d. There are a good many illustrations, some of
tlhemu good, particularly the one of a gentleman who con-
sidered that people drink far too much tea. Although' the
correspondents tell Us that the noise at the front is -appal-
ling it would appear that the soldiers desire to add to it,
for the Cheery Fund has sent out 50,000 mouth organs, not
to mention miany otherxvind instruments and gramophones.
It has also supplied 4,500 sets of boxing gloves, nearly 5,000
footballs, and nearly 2,009 cricket sets, as well as a large
number of cigarettes and pipes and much tobacco. It has
in addition a prisoners of war branclh. The book can be
ordered (price is. 6d.) from any bookseller or newsagent,
and all the profits go to the fund.
THE usual monthly committee meeting of the Medical

Sickness Assurance Society was held at 300, High Holbo-n,
London, W.C., on August 18th, with Dr. F. J. Allan in the
chair. The reports submitted showed that the sickness
experience for the year, in spite of claims from m-any
members on active service, wvhich in somne cases have beein
of a protracted nature, has so far been well under the
expectation. It is estimated that somie fifteen hundred
members of the society are serving in the R.A.M.C. or
navy and other war services. The societv has up to the
present invested over £20,000 in various war loans and
Exchequer Bonds, and has decided that such investmuents
as they hold -which may come under the new loans to
Treasury Scheme B, should be lent under such scheme.
A resolution of deep sympathy with Lady Horsley was
passed at the last meeting on the death of Sir Victor
Horsley, wvho has for many years been a trustee of ttie
society. It was decided to continue to accept new
members holding temporary commissions in the R.A.M.C.,
and to insure them againist war risks, within certain limits,
without paymclnt of any extra premiium. Members of the
profession over military age and between the ages of 45
and 55 can insure in the society against sickness and
accident and life assurance at rates which com)are favour-
ably with the terms offered by other companies for the
same benefits. All inquiries shouldl be addressed to the
Secretary, Medical Sickness and Accident Society, 300,
High Holborn, Ljondon, Wv.C.


