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MIEDICAL, SURGICAL, OBSTETRICAL.
BRONCHIAL ASTHMA.

MORE tlhan forty years ago, in colnjuinction witlh miiy father,
I treated asthwa amuolngSt the miners of the counaty of
Durhamu. It was commlon in thoso days wlhein tlle veniti-
lation of the minles was much worse than tlhe conditions
flow prevailing.
Having had the privilege of acting as a deputyt pysician

to out-patients at the City of London Hospital for Diseases
of the Chest, Victoria Park, E., for the last eiglhteen
months, I lhave been brought into contact witlh asthma as
witnessed amongst tlhose who work witlh furs, or follow
dusty occupations, or more probably live in small, badly-
ventilated rooms.

Froim notes of 94 cases, I find that in 25 per cent. the
condition is lhereditary; that it afflicts all ages, from 6 or
8 years of age to 60; that certain seasons aggravate the
complaint, wlhetlher this be due to the humidity of tlle
atmosphiere or a fall in tle barometer. Dry frosty
weather agrees best with most asthmatics. Any indis-
cretion in diet is certain to be followed by a niagt of
astlhma; and lhere we notice the analogy between astlhma
and epilepsy. In eaclh case it is a mliadness of the nerves;
in bronchlial astlhmua it is tlhe pneumogastric nerve that is
at fault. In eachi coilmplaint an error in diet aggravates
the trouble. Sometimles premoinitory symptonms or warnings
are recorded in epilepsy and astlhnma. With asthma there
may bo a tickling or stuffiness of tl-he nose just previous to
the attack.

Ani astlhm-latic patient feels well for tlhree or four weeks
and tllen may be laid low for a whlole ivee6k; thlis resembles
tlle story given by the epileptic. Most a4lhmatics bave
constipatioa, and tlle same condition aggravates the lot of
the epileptic. Bromides relieve the epileptics, whilst
iodides do much goodt the astlhmiatics. As described by
many autlhors, the astlhmiatic lhas not only hlis struggle to
breatlhe, but lhe has a violent cough wlichl continues until
he call brinig up a pellet of imiucus, and thien he finds
relief alnd may get some sleep. For the severe attacks of
astlhmiia a preparation "Griidelene" does good. It con-
tains grindelia, potassium iodide, liq. trinitrin., and tincture
of Elihorbia pilifera (Oppeinheim). For chronic conditions
of astlurna ywliiclh generally caine before me, wlhen the
patient is seldom free fromn the wlleezing and contraction of
the chest, notlhing does .-o muclh good as 'a combination of
potassium iodide and agnesiumn sulphate, 5 grains of the
former and 1 drachm of tlle latter, in an ounce of water,
taken tlhree tim.es a day, two lhours after a. meal. Tlle
preparation of this combination requires consideration it
is ndcessary fi'st to dissolve the magnesium sulphate in
hot water before addinb$ the potassium iodide. If the two
salts are mixed withott this precaUtion a solid mass will
i'esult. I--pr;&sdribed the: )reparation for all the cases
wh1iich came `under uniur' my ceare.;'If a i in 2exists in
atsthima, as 'somne assert, Whii th6- i&1id xrill' destroy- that
toxin. It wil cause ald a flunxi or dow of watery midcus
from tlhe bronchial ttubes, much-' tothe relief of the patiet.
The maginestum sulphate reinovies any'constipation that
may exist, and,1actin-g-upon thie first part of tlo intestinal
trwact, washles away any effete matters w-hic may offend.
In addition to the drug treatment I always gave strict
injunctions as' to' diet, and ge'nerally provided a print-ed
form for the guidance of the patient.'

Ruislip, liddlesex. EDWARD JEPSON, M.D.

BASOPHILIA IN THE DIAGNOSIS OF LEAD
POISONING. - -

SOME years ago I conlvinced myself tlhat tlle presence of
punctate basophilia was a valuable help in the diagnosis of
lead poisoniig, as several writers had insisted. By treating
eighlt suitable cases-diarrlioea, haemiorrhage, etc.-withl
lead acetate, after tlhe manner of. an older genieration, I
foind' that in seven punctate basophilia appeared on the
third to the seventlh day of treatmonet. In a case of uterine
haemor}age, it did not appear during a fortnight's treat.
inent. Recently I was consul:lted in} the case of- a peainter
whlo believedl hlimself to be sulffering from lead colic. Thle
result of a carefull examlinationl was negative, but my view
wa.s nlot accepted. Later I wvas con.sulted again. I hlad
examined thle patient's blood wvithlout finding basophilia.-

I was aware tlhat this did lnot excludie lead, but it occurred
to mie tlhat, if I carefully examined the blood again without
finding a trace, I -miglht quiite safely give hiim a few doses
af lead and watchl the result. On the fourth day punctate
basophilia was distinctly observed, and tlle medicine iiunme
diately stopped without ally bad result wlhatever. The
inference appears to mue to be quite legitimate thlat the
man's bloodl reacted in a noral maanner to lead, and that
the previous absence of basopllilianmight be accepted as
evidence against lead poisoning.

Ealiiig. ROBERT CRAIK.

tEttpts of *oritttIes.
VALUE AND LIMITATIONS OF SANATORIU31l

TREAT3MENT FOR TUBERCULOSIS.
AT a mueetinig of the Medical Society of London on
Novemllber 12tlh, the President, Sir STCLAIR THOMSON,
being in tlle clhair, a discussion was opened on tllis sub-
ject, and adjourned to Monday next.

INTRODUCTION.
Dr. T. D. LISTERT said that according to the annual

report for 1916-17 of theimedical officer of thle Local
Goverinmenit Boarcl, the deatlhs from pulhonary tuber-
cuLlosis lhad inicreased 12 per cent. since 1913, the mliortality
depenlding oln enivirolnmenit rather than on ilnfection.
Since 1911 tlle nuumber of beds available for the treat.
mient of tuiberculosis lhad doubled, andl tuberculosis dis-
pensaries lhad increased over twelve-foldl. He disagreed
witlh the statement made in the report that measures
for tlle treatm-ent alnd prevention of tuberculosis were,
to a large extent, identical. He had seen better re-
sults from sanatoriuml treatment in certain bad cases
wlhen they lhad comne from the industrial group than in
certain good cases coming fromi a. higiher social class. Tlle
inidustrial patient somiietimes got a better chalnce because
lhe got a bigger chbalge. Sanatoriunn treatment could not
be carriecl out in the rmlajority of bomnes. Too mlluch lmliglht
soluetimiies be claimed as the result of the institutional
training, andl tlhe lessons learnt were, mnore often tlhan not,
largelyforgotten-afterleaving. He tlhought that efficient
treatmiient at lhomie was more expensive than that at a
sanatoriuiii. The after-history depended largely upon
opportunity. Few patients would or could clhance their
environmeint- afterwards. He askei 'whether the value
of the sanatoriumii mluethod- was increased by using
any of the derivatives of the tubercle bacillus, and
if so, vhat were its uses in the many cases of 'mixed
infection and tlle relatively few cases in which a
pure infection could reasonably be inferred? Tlle asso-.
ciatioln with tuberculin of vaccines for mixed infection
wvas difficult, costly, and complicated. Such metlhods were
better carried otut in sanatorium-s und-er full control, -but
were only adappted for a very small proportion of tlle total
miss of cases -in institutions, so that the value of sana
torium treatment -could be little affected by tlhem. The
carefully planned scale of diet of -the sanatorium,
witl- general attention to digestion, rest and exercise
adjusted to meal tinles, mighlt in some proportioni of
patients be sufficielnt to turn the scale in the rigllt
direction, but there were solmie in whom improved nutri.
tion and consequent formation of immunizing bodies
was impossible because of an or'ginal fault in their bio.
chemistry. The maniner in which a family resisted. or
succumubed to tuberculosis was of great importance in
prognosis; diet was often a matter of family traditiona,
and a type of bio-clhemistry was readily inherited.
Tlle results attaineed by tllose wvlio gave much or little
medicinie by mouth or in other ways did not seem to differ
greatly. Creosote was still variously used. Nascent iodline
treatmiient clid lnot seem to give all tlle results lhoped for,
and latent syplhilis slhould be excluded bcforc ascribing
aniy imuprovemllenit to the effect of tllis method on tubercle.
Tlle aradlual fall of the total deatlh-rate was, lie tlhoghlt,
due to the creation of a race resistalnt to tuberculosis by
tlle ruthless miietlhods of nature, andl if nature was to be
assisted there was perlhaps m-ore to be said for prophylactic
inoculation than for increased institutionial treatment.
The real value of the sanatorium was that it demonstrated1
how resistance was regained, and inferentially, therefore-
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.*fficer to the Bendigo Hospital, wlieie hie was responsible
for a large amiiouniit of surgical wvork ancl was lheldl in hiigl
esteem as a surgeon. Failinig lhealth comnpelled hiis retire-
melnt in 1912. He leaves a widow, t\vo sons, andl a
daugh1ter.

DEPUTY SURGEON- GENERF\AL JOHHN'.DAVTDGF, Army .Medical
Staff (retiredl), died at Hove oii October 23rd, aaed 86.
After taking tlle diploma of L.R.C. S.I. lhe entered tlle armily
as an assistant suirgeoni on August 5th, 1858, nearly sixty
years ago. He becamie siurgreon on Au-gust 5thl, 1870,
surgeon-major onl March1st, 1873, anid retired as brigade
surgeonl, wvith an hlonorary step on retiremenit, on October
4tlh, 1886. He served on the North1-east Frontier of ludia,
in tlle Bhiutani camipaign of 1865-66, receivincg the miiedal
and clasp, andl in Egypt in 1882, receiving the- medal anid
thle Khedive's bronze star.

M.JOr-GENErAL T. ROSATJ, surgCon-geCIeral of the
Italian niavy, recently died at the age of 57. 1le was
formnerly professor of diseases of the ealrand thiroat in thle
U.niversity of Naples.

UNIVERSITY OF LONDON.
IMEETING of the Seiate was held onl October 24tl.

EJX011ihers..The following were appoinlted examiners for the
second-exanifnation for miiedical degrees, Part II, in the session
1917-18: Anatomyv: Professor J. E. S. Frzer (St. Mary's
Hospital Mledical School), together with the external examniner,
!Professor R. W. Reid (chairman). Pharmacology: Dr. -E.
-Mlellanby (King's College for Wom-eni), together with the ex-
.ternal examiner, Professor R. B. Wild (chairmnan). Physiology:
1)r. J. Mellauby .St. Thomas's Hospital Mredical School),
together with the externial examiiner, Professor D. N7. Paton
'(chairMn&).

Rcie,lations iM MlIedicie for ITntoe)rnal St(le?Ctt, (W17ar).-The
regulations (September, 1917) were amiiended to provide
that durinig the continiuanice of the war interlal studenits
who at the first examiination. for mnedical degrees -in
Decemnber comnprete that examilnatioll by passing in, the
aubject in whicih thiey have previously beeni referred, anid
students who, havinig obtained exemiptioni in two subjects of the
first exalmiination for medical degtrees in December, will l)e
admitted to the secolnd examliination for mnedical degrees,
Part I, in the following March, provided that they shall, after
the date of reference or ex.emption, havNe atten(led as inte'ral
stutdeiits for the prescribed nlumiiber of hours couIrses of.lectures
anid practical wvork for that examinationi.

Comnmittecs.-Sir Frederick Taylor has been elected clairmianii
of the Committee of Medical M[embers of the Seniate, and
Mir David Ferrier chairmaln of the Laboratory Commllittee.

ST. THOMA$S's HOSPITAL.
The Grainger Westimnonia1 Prize of 30 guineas at St. Thomas's

Hospital, given for a series of specinmens illustrative of recenit
anatomical and physiological research, has been awvarded to
3R. S. Foss.____ ___

IUNIVERSITY OF GLASGOW.
AT a graduation ceremolny held in tlle Randolph Hall of tile
University oin November 10th, Principal Sir Donald MacAlister
conferred the following medical degrees;
M.D.-*R. T. Leiper. I-J. L. Boyd, W. H. M'Iiinstry, -!D. Smiiitlh, S. H.

B3einett.
WVith honours. f WVithl comminiendation.

ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONXS OF EN1GLAND.
Ax ordiniary Counicil was held on Novemiber 8tlh, when Coloniel
Ch'arters J. Symiionids, A.3M.S., Vice-President, w'as in the clhair.

Diplom-ias of nmemibershiip wi-ere granted to eiglhty-seven canidi-
'fates found qualified at the recenit examinations.
sir Herbert Waterhouse was elected to represeuit the College

on the 'Managing Comninittee of the Schiff Homle of Recovery
and Sir George Makins and Sir Johni- Bland-Sutton to represen;t
the College oInthe Board of Scientific Societies.

COXNJOIN-T BOARD IN ENGLAND.
Tnap diploimas of L.R.C.P. anid X\R.C_.$.. have been coniferred
upan the following>. candiidates. whlio lhave passed, the final
cxamlination:
Esawy Ahnled, E. B. Aslh, Ruth Balfouir, N. A. H. Barlow, G. E.

Birkett, J. A. Birrell, A. Blackstock, Numa Sylla Bonard, G.
Bouirne. J. W. Brash, A. Bulleid, H. B. Bullen. F. Cameron,
W. A. Clements,B. S. Collings,J. D. Constantin, G. WC.Coombes,
.J. R. Cox, E. H. T. Cnnminfgs, D. R. Curnock, W. L. Dandridge,
Hari Das, T. Davies,L. P. de Abrew, B. G. Derry, W. L. de
Silva, J. D. Dirnock, J. S. Ellis, M. WV. Geffen, Satyapriya
GOlhosh, E. A. Gibb, J. C. Gie, C. H.. Gilmouir, I. P.: Goument,
Lilian-Mi- rGiffiths, I?.-V. Hclstead-, E. C. Hinde.- W. l.: HoIs.
P. G. Horsburgh, R. Hunter, J. WV. D.H,de, C. V. -Isard-, G.
James,.-. R. Jenkins, M. H. Jupe, N'Nai laminhorn, D. J. A.

Lewis, Emilly C. Lewis, T. P. Lloyd. Alice r,. Lloyd-Willia-mg,
A. V. Lopes, J. CT. McCann, J. S. Mattlhews, 1.. C. Moore, A. R.
MAorris, WT. P. Nelson, J. WV. McKi. Nicholl. W. D. Nicol, 1P'. C.
Odhlig, D. F. Panton. C. S. Parker, R. W. Payne, C. F. Rainer.
H. RataLraiah, F. N. Reynoldes, H. B. Rhodes, Helen Roth4
H. 13. Russell, lKhan Sahib. J. J. savage, S. C. Shaw, 4'. SlIaw-
C'risp, C. E. A. Shlepherd, Charlotte A. Shields. M. 0. Simpson.
Barnl Sihaa. 3. rL. Skeggs, R; C. WV. Staley, H. raylor, H. G.
T'aylor. . S. Tlhompson,.J. F. Twort. P. Ward, C. H. Warner.
A. W. Wells, A. Winfield, iR. M1. C. Woodruff, E. B. Woolf, I. H.
Zortn3au.

DR. CARRELT being detained in AnmeriCa by' oth)i ial
duties, the Harben lectures he was to liave (eliver-ed at
-the end of this iniontli have been1 postponed.

SIR WILLIAMAI MACEwEN, C.B., Dr. Robert Kennedy, anid
Dr. John -Machltyre lhave been appointed Deputy Lieue-
tenants of the county of the City of Glasgow.
SIR ARTHURR NEWIEVSTI-0LAIE Will giVe the. Lady Priestley

Memorial - Lecture of the N'ational Healtlh ;Society o0l
Wednesclay noext at 3 p.m., at the lhouse of tlhe Royal
Society of M1eCedicine. The suibject is t Tile chiildl and the
homue " ; MXr. Hayes Fishier will presi(le.
AT tlhe quarterly mneetingac of the Medico-Psychological

Association on Tuesday, Noveember 27tlh, at 3-pa.m, at tlle
rooms of the Medical Society of -London, Chandos Street-,
Cavendish Square, Drs. David Orr and R. G. R-ows will
contribute a paper, illustrated by lantern slides, on experi-
nmental toxi-infections of the central nervous systenm.
CAPTAIN KEYWORTH has brought out a third edition of

hiis little pamnphlet Etasy Italian and? 1cmZ to Pronountce ItR
in the expectation that it will be found useftl by British
troops noow in Italy. It- contains a slhort vocabulary and d
few simple phrases. It is puiblished (price 3d.) by Coin-
bridges, 56, Church Road, Hove, and can be obtainiedl at
many of the principal stores aud shops in Londoll.
ALDERMAN A. MAcCGREGOR S;INCLAIR, M.B., C.M.Aberd.,

Sturgeon to the Victoria Hospital, -Burnley, hlas been
electedlMayor of Burvuley for the third year in succession.
No previouS, m-ayor of Burnrlley lhas served for mazote than.
two yeirs in succession. Dr. MacGregor Siniclair has, tlle
confidence of all parties-. - His work as chairmnan of the
tribRunal has been arduoLus alnd has been carried oult faiti-
fully and julstly to all coicerned.
THE Royal Society has awarded tlhe Copley medlal to

Dr. E. Rouix, Director of the PasteLr Instittute, Paris, for
his services to bacteriology and as a pioneer in serum-
therapy, the Buchanan ilme(lal to Sir Alniroth Wrigllt for
his contributions to preventive medicine, and the Hughes
medal to Professor C. G. Barlla for Illis researches in x-ray
raliation.
T1HE Inew% schieme for v-oluntary rations coutains the

statemiienlt that tlhe constumption of mnilk aild celeese should
be restricted as far as possible, these foods being reserved
for persons for whliom they are indispensable. As it is
clifflcult to think of a person for wvllom cheese is inidis-
pensable, it may be assumed that the last clauLse has ini
view the needl of clhildreni for milk. In Paris steps are
I)ciflg talkei to eisure that childlreln under thlree years of
age alcId tile sick shiould hlave prefereliee in obtaining miilki.
Persons desiring to take advantage of tlle systemn must
obtain a ticliet aflil hland it in With a ma-edical certificate
at the miayor's office, wlhcnl the qulantity of milk to be
delivered dlaily will bje- fixed.
As already announced, Dr. Cllristopher Addison, Minister

of Reconstruction, will dleliver an addrtess on11 "lealtl
problems and reconstruction," at tlhe Central IHall, WVest-
Minster, on Saturday, November 24th, at 12 nooni. Mr. H.
Kingsley Wood, L.C.C. (Chairmnan, Facuilty of Insurance),
will be in the cliair, and anmongl those who intend to ho
present are Dr. Alfred Cox, Dr. H. B. Braclkenlburv, andl
Messrs. W. A. Appleton, C.B.E. (Genieral Federationi of
Trade Uliions), 1,dNvin Potts, LL.B. (National Associationi
of InsuLiance Comnittees), W. Edwards (RefLAueAssuranice
Co.), William Marlow (Ancient Order of Foresters),
C. Ttuckfield (National Deposit), FE. Coysh (HolloWay
Union), alndI P. Rockliil (Londoni Insurance Commnittee).
Tickets can be bbtained free onl application to 3 anid 4,
Sicilian House, Souothampton Row, W.C.1; 112, City Roadl,
E.C.1, or to the office of this JOURNAL.
DURING their visit to Bath on November 9tlh, t-lhe Kinig

and Queen made a brief inspection of tlhe (ombe Park W,ar
Hospital, which niow has accommlllodation for 1.200 patienits.
Thle pr1incipal hatilling establishmuents wree also visited,
anld Their MIajesties w-ere showni s;ome of tile Inletilods of
treatnlenlt, mlore e.specially tilose whlichl are applicjable
to wt-unidedW anid invaiid&I soildiers. At the oultbreakl
of w-ar the Bath Coriioration offered the Government free
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treatnment for all woun(led and invalided officers and( men
sent by the naval and militatyautlorities. This offer was
accepted, and tlhouisanids of the military cases have been
treated witlhout interferinig witlh the accolllmlodationi for
civilians. Includilg liydrotlherapeutic mneasuires at the
Royal Mineral Water Hospital, which lhas admllitted 2,275
militayar patients, the conitribtution of the hot springs of
Bath towards the cure anid relief of soldiers of all rankls
consists of treatmiienlts nuimbering nearly 160,000.

J. L. BAKER an(d H. F. E. Hulton reported to a recent
mceeting of the Society of Public Alnalysts the resuilt of the
anialysis of peeled chestnuts and peeled acorns. Thle per*
centage of starch in three specimiiens of chestutits averaged
44.2, but in a fourth specimieniwas as low as 21.9. The
amlount of cane sugar varied frolml 8.1 to 17.5. possibly in
ielation to the degree of ripenttss. Diastase presenlt
behaved like the diastase of an unigermilinatedl cereal. The
percentage of starch in two specimnens of peeled acornss was
57.1 and 55.7 respectively. There was very little cane
sugar in either specimen, but some re(ducing suigars. No
diastase could be found in the acorn eitlher before or after
germination.
THE fifteentlh annual report of tlle Gordon Memorial

College at Khartouim, for 1916, states that the researclh work
of the college, which is one of its most valuable features,
has, unfortunately, had to be curtailed, and the staff has
for the tirme being confined its energies almost solely to
.matters of immediate practical application to Stucdan prob-
lem-is. The paramount claims of various wvar services upon
the staff, together with the growing shortage in the supply
of reagents and other cheimiicals, have brotuglht imiany
branches of worli practically to a standstill. Dr. Chalmlers,
in his report on the worlk of the Welleomie Tropical Re.
searelh Laboratories, expresses the hiope that some arrange-
miient will be miiade for the resunmption of the publication
of full reports,on the lines of those issued by Dr. Andrew
Balfour. The research work of the bacteriological section
has beeni maintained, but the routine exanminations were
nlany less than in 1915, wlhen there w-as an epidemiiie of
cerebro-spinal m1]eningitis. W1 ork on streptococcal infections
include(d an inquiry into the puerperal fevers of the Suidan.

aitfter, @JioIrZ,_n""n5IlIUtf5.
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LETTERS, NOTES, ETC.

HOMES FOR INCURABLES.
A CONSIDEIIABLE numnbler of requests are r1Ceived for the pllblica-tion of inquiries for homes for persons sufferingi fromi- variOus
chronic crippling con(ditions, especially chronic- nervous a.,nd
rheumatic disorders. Twvo recenlt inquiries refer to a womann,aged 28, able to pay 5s. a week, and to a y'oung man sufferingfrom specific cerebro-spinial 'disease, able to do figh1t ouit-of-
door work.
The publication of su1chi req(uests, often accomipaniied( bv) a

description of the symptoms, occupies space whlicth cai; ill be
spared, very rarely elicits alny reply, seldom or never anyv
satisfactory reply. The accommo atiorn provided in h1om0uesfor incuirables and other charitable iustitutigns is limilited andadmission to ;he large' institutions is usuially by electioni(subscribers' Vxates), with all thlat that enitails. Other smnallerinstitutions lmit by payment. These are mostly for
womene. If the annual income available is sufficJeitX thebest course seems to be to set ul) the sufferer in a localcottage with ai attendant. If only+- a small weekil payrmentcan be provided, a respectable cottager may be found in theneighbourhood willing to take the caise. Tlhe- clergy aniddistrict visitors are usually willinlg to exercise some super-vision. If the patient has no resources, there-remains only
the 2eor Law infirmary or workilouse. '

TREATMENT OF PEDICULOSIS PUBIS.
MAJOR 'WALTER BAPTY, C.A.MI.C. writes to condemn the
treatment of pediculosis pubis by shaving anid application of
mercurial ointnielits. The discomfort of the shaving, he
says, is great, p)articularly wheni the armpits and hairv parts
of the chest, arms, and legs, are covered with parasites, asoftenl happenis with patients inlfecte(d from blankets. He
reconmmenids in its place the application to all parts of the
body of petrol (gasoline) which he has seen employed for
years. It gives inistant relief and appears to destroy the lice
and the niits almost immediately. It canses nio discomfort
anid the odouir quickly disappears. When petrol is not avail-
able, paraffin (coal-oil or kerosenie) may be employed in the
same mannier. This, lhowever, causes a burning sensation
and miay even. take the skin off in the fork and over the
scrotum so that the excess sbould be quicklly wiped off or
bathed off witth soap and warm water. He adds that the
usual precautions must be taken with the clothing, but wvhereordiniary sterilization is impossible the free use in them of
petrol or paraffin will be found quite effective.

POISONING.BY LABURNUM SEEDS.
DR. G. F. SYDENHAM (Dulverton, Somerset) writes: I saw two
cases of poisoninlg by the seeds of laburnum on October 22nd
a.t 7 p.m. in children aged respectively 5 and 3. They had
been very sick and vomited up both lhusk and berry. They
were uniconscious, with very dilated pupils, which did not act
to light. The temperature was not raised; the puilse, so far
as it could be counted, was very feeble. The heart sounds
were feeble. There were no convulsions and no diarrhoea. The
treatment was expectant. Botlh children were com-paratively
well next morninlg.
In this connexion I may say I hal-e a cuirious freak in my

garden. Twenty y-ears a-go I planted a small bush of lilac
laburnum. Tlis y-ear the tree as it now is hlia(d three distinct
coloured flowers on it-lilac, a deep purple, and yellow.
The different colours were on separate brancches. Each brancl
was a distinct colour.

*According to Wynter Blvth's Poisons: Their Eflects anid(a
Detectioni, the active principle is an alkaloid (cytisinie) whichl
occurs in many; plants belonging to the Leguminoseac, but is
best obtained fromi the seeds of laburnum. The same alka-
loid, or one nearly allie(d to it, occturs iws the flowers, bark,
wood, and root of laburnum (Cytisuis laburnulim). The sym-
ptoms of poisoning by cytisine are mainly referable to the
gastro-intestinal tract, aand( consist of acute pain in the
stomachl, vomitilng, an(d (liarrlloea. In 155 cases, 120 of which
were instances of accidental poisoning of children, collected
from the medical literature by Falck, there were only four
deaths-2.6 per cenit. The symptoms produlced by eating the
root, wlichl, like other parts of the tree, is sweet, are more
severe, vomli tinlg being followed by niarcosis, convulsive
movem-nenlts of thle limbs, and dilatation of the pupils.

AN INQUE.ST ON A LEG.
LIEUTENANT W. A. -MEURR:AY, MLB., D.T.M., R.A.M.C. (London),'writes: The note by Mr. Norman Porritt in your issue of
October .13th re'minds me of an incident, tllat. occurred to ie
last year when 'I was acting as civil surgeon of Chittagong,Bengal. I received a notice froth the police t,o perform a post-miortemn examiniation, and onl going to the morltuary found asolitary leg on the table. A glanice was enough to show that
it had been amputated by a surgeon, and on further exami-nation I recognized it as one I had myself ampu-tated in hos-
pital the day before for disease (I forget inow what). The ex-
planiationi was this: Amputated limbs, ttlmours, and otherstuch prodlucts of hospital activity .were put into a receptaclewhiich. was emitied and the contents renmoved daily by themunicipal sweepers, :to be taken with the niight-soil to be duig
in at the trenichling ground outside the town. On the day in
quegtioif a heavy rainstorm lhad occurre(d while the sweepers
were on their way to the trenchinlg grounid, so,-in order to
save themselves furtlher trouble, they had emptiecl their carts
into the nearest ditch an(I made off; the niight-soil and other
m&tters had beeni waslhed away by the heavy rain, but the leg
being heavy had remained and been found by the police, who
solemnly sent it to the nmiortuary for examination. The storyis interesting or amusing according to the way it is regarlded.
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