
112 TxD1CALOUTrqz MEMORANDA. [4UG. 3, 1to8

developed more or less tvpical lobar pneumonia; of these
seven died. So tllat, altioughi the incidence of pneumonia
was low, tlhe case deatlh-rate for pneumonia was higlh.

Preventive Meas8ures.
As soon as tlhe epidemic declared itself measures to

prevent its spread were adopted.
All cases, when they reported sicl witlh a temperature

of 990 or over, were immediately sent to hospital. Tlhe
wlhole of the contacts of tlhree units were passed througl
the Levick spraying chamber. No reduction occurred in
tlhe number of admissions from thiese units, there being a
greater incidence after than before the use of this method.
In other units gargling with permanganate solution (1 in
5,000) was tried, but no effect was noticed.

In one unit spraying the nose a-nd throat witlh acro-
flavine solution (1 in 1,000) seemned to have a distinct pre-
venLtive effect. In many lhuts wlhere it was used after the
occurrence of tNvo or tlhree cases no furtlier cases de-
veloped. The results lhere would seem to warrant further
trial of this metlhod.

Bacteriology.
Tlie bacteriological investigations comprised the ex-

amiiination of: (1) Smears and growtlh fromii nasophlarynx,
(2) smears and growth from sputumn, (3) blood cultures,
and (4) growtlh from cerebro-spinal fluid.

Forty-three cases were clhosen at random and examined
on differenit dates, witlh the following results. Out of the
43 cases onaly in 16 was the nasopharvnx swabbed.

1. Nasoplewrynx.-(a) Siiears. Amongst other organisms
preseint there was a predo.inPuce of a Grarn -positive
diplococcus. Pfeiffer's bacillus was absent in all cases.

(b) Cutltiure. The same organism-nomely, f dram-positive
di?lococcus-was obtainied, Pfeiffer'sbacillus being absenitinall.U. Spiat ll.-(a) Smears. Forty-one sputa were e Amiped,iu
32 of whlich Gram-negative bacilli were found, oftn in clumps,
as well as (4ram-positive diplococci. In the repxpaiuig 9 cses
there was ani abun4ancee of Gram-positive diplococci.

(1)b4 Cidture. The media used were agar, trypsin blood agar
with rabbit's blood enirichmenit, and trypsin agar withl human
blood. The s r!e sputa were used.

(1) Agari.-Ihiute transparent circular colonies alout the
size of a pill's hd were obtained at the enid of forty-eight
hours. The coloy was sliglhtly granular towards its centre.
On stainingtihe culture by Gram's method the organiisms
were seenl to be Gram-positive (liplococci.

(2) r'i-ypsin Agjar wvith Rabbit's Blood En tiehiten t.-After
forty-eight lhours two distinctly different colonies were
visible. The one was a thini semi-transparent colon)y a!out
tihe size,of a pin's head, nd presented as9mewhat granjular
appearanice. Oin staiuin] by Gram's method the organisms
were identical with the Gram-positive diplococci found in
pimear of sputa and of grovyth Qbtainod in agar.

T1he other colony was a minute discrete transparent colony
witli a smooth rounided edge, with no evidenice of stipplinigs
on the surface. These organisms did not take 'up the staini
readily by Gram's method, so a modiflcatio'n of Gram's (as
regards time) was a(loptedl. The lelgthi of time for counter-
staining with 1 in 20 carbol-fuchsWi was increased to three,
five, and teni mijiutes respectely; the period of tell
miinutes was founid to be th;e most satisfactory. Tihe
organism was a small cocco-bacillus with rounded el)(ns,
slighitly larger than tilat foulnd ill smears of sputum, feebly
stainied towavrds the cenltre, an,d was Gram-negative.

(3) Trypsin Agar with HIlptuit Blomd.-GGrwph wvas ilpore
luxurianit oni this medium than onl " trypsin agar wvith
rabbit's 4lood earichmeit," bqt preiented the same cdqltnral
appearauce. this org6nism-Wrahi-iiegative bacillus-was
ohfy feebly stained by basic anilinie dyeA, and bad no action
Onl the sugars. Plates gave the followiiig results:
32 plates slhowed a mixed culture of Gram-negative bacilli
with Gram-positive diplococci.

9 plates showed Gr4m-pe,sitive dip1pcoeci anld uip Granm-
)pegApiy l4aciliJ.

3. Blood.-Ninie cases witlh warked syniptoms were chosen for
blood cultures. Of these all were sterile.

Tlhe twvo organism-ls found in the sputuImi were in every
respect idenitical with the Pfeiffer's bacillus and thle
pneumococcus.

THE National Medical Institute of lIexico, which was
founded in 1890 for research on the flora, fauna, climato-
logy, anld geography of Mexico, and for tGhe exploitation
of 'these resources, has by a recent decree been trans-
formled inltO the Institute of General and Medical Biology.
The institute hlas been 'engwaged in the study and
cil'ssifictVtion and action of nat;iv-e plants.

MIJ3DICAL, SURGICAL, OBST-EsT'RJC4.
LARGE DOSES OF SALICIN IN INFLUENZA.

IN 1891 I published the results of the treatnaent of
250 cases of thle then so-called "Russian" influenza yith.
Jarge doses of salicin. During tlhe contin0unceof that
particular epidemic, and duLr'ing those wlhich fol)Qwpd
in the next five or six years, I treated upwards of
2,000 more cases in exactly the sai4e way-namely, by
20 grains of salicin given every hour-with exactly t!ie
samie result-namely, tllat of rapid recovery obtained in a
average of one day and a half xwitliout any qomplicatiqns,
sequelac, or with the loss of a 'single life. At the corn-
mencem,ent of this epideMic of "Spanisl" influepza' wliicl
is now porning to a close, I started' treating the cases I had
to attend in tlhe same manner, witlh the result that 'in
every case recbvery has taken place within twenty-
four hours. The first two or three doses removed
all pain and diicolnfort, While the tompera-Wrq was
Materially reduced. Also, as happened in tw 1q91 and
otlher epidemics of about that date, 'tlhe result of
saturating the system witlh salicin was to do away
withl the inlfectivity of the patient. Twenty-seven years
ago I rarely h_d more tlh4n one case at ga time in a house-
lhold, witlh perhaps the atte,ndant who looked after tlle
patient, wlho took it before he or she was thoroughly under
the influence of tIie dr-g, apd during this present epidemiic
I have been looking aftr 120 young ladies wlho, beig in
Government and otlher employment, lIve' in a large liostel.
Among all of these only nine cass have occurred, aid
each one of these could be traced to infection outside thie
lhostel, in the office in wlichl the sufferer had been wo'rkiilg.
Not one sil`gle case caused it' to spread amnong the otlher
inm,ates of tle lhouse, salicin in every case being
admipistered aijd pressed at once. It seemissto me tlhat
by admninistering these large doses of the drug fear)essly
we lhave a m-ethod botlh of cutring the disease rapidly and
preventing the spread tlhereof. It is needless to; say that
in no single case liave I comne across the sliglhtest ill effects
f-omii the large doses of tlhe drug given.
London, W. E. B. TURNER, F.R.C.$.

REDUCTION OF DISbOCATION OF hIEAD
OF' HJJMERUS.

ROCH3R'S metlhod of reduction causes pain, and in My
experience frequently fails. Traction on the armn witlh the
foot in the axilla gives excruciating agony. Reduction
under paesthesia necessitates two'surgeons, and, in joyopinion, chloroform is nrt without extra danger.
The following manipulation is probably not original, but

I find no account recorded itn tlhe ordinary textbooks.
The surgeon requires thle assistance of two men. ThJe

patient sits in a clhair witlh the sound arm over the back.
On3ie assistant sits in a cllair on tlle injured side, botlh hi.s
hands are placed on the axillary border of thje scapula
(fingers towards tlhe- vertebrae), and lhe is told to press the
lshoulder- blade towards the spine. The otlher assistfant
st4pds on a clhair behind the 'patient, takes lhold of the
wrist aild forearm, and is told to pull the arm up, thie tips
of the fingers of the injured limb pointing towards the
ceiling, tlle elbow extended, thle' palm of tlhe lhand lookiigo
forwards, the biceps parallel wit I tlle ear of the patient.
The surgeon supports the lhead of the bone by gentlE
pressure withl hiis tlienar eminence. This procedure ii
continued until the muscles are felt to relax, usually less
than five mllinutes. The armn is gradually lowered, and, if
everything lhas been done slowly-no sudden mnovement-
the humerus will be found in position wlheni the arm is
brought to the side.

I claim for this method the immediate cessation of paini
froml' tlle moment 'thie nianipulation cominences. Tlhe
vertical position corrects the slhortening of the muscles by
-taking away pressure fromu the nerves of the braclhial
plexus, the fixation of thje scapula rendering suchl ex-
tension complete.

I lhave had no difficulty by this metlhod in reducing
;variou.s kind.s of dislocation, but the subspinous variety
has not comle under my observation.

Mor W. H. COSENS,
Mo R.A.M.C * Medical Officer in Oharge
Dorchester Auxiliary Hospjttis and

Prisoners of W7ar Ifospital, Dfo'rchser.
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ill. Having done so he.was asked to explain his conduct by
the Central Division of the Birminghani Branch, and did so.
It was a dying case, and he followed the rule of the Associa-
tion. He got a letter from Dr. Davidson, the Secretary of the
Coventry Division, which was practically a censure.
Mr. McCall objected to the letter being referred to as it

was not produced, and as 'e was told there was no such
lett6t.
Witness said he destroyed it. As to itS contents, the writer

said,he was told to see tho case if the case-although dving,
mnind you-is transferred to alother doctor. He subsequently
received Rule " Z."
In cross-examinition he said he wrote to Dr. Burke on April

24th, 1914, saying that he considered he had to deal with canting
liunluXngs; thlat he had done with the Coventry Division of the
British Medical Association. Rule 26 contained this exception:
"In circumstances of great urgency, affecting the life of the
pationt, a member may accord such professional recognition to
a prictitioniSr whom he otherwise would not meet, as the neces-
sitieO of the case require." He had acted on that. iEe could
not say Whether the wotds " eVen in a dying ctse, bind you"
were in the letter referred to in his evidence in chief, or were
an interjection of his own.
Dr.'David Holmes, M.B.Ed., L.B,C.S.Ed., who was examined

by Mr. Schwabe, sai I that from 1W8 to 1885 he was on1 the staff
Df the Birmingham Geueral Dispen-sary, and then practised at
Aston,. Birminigham, for twenty years. F,'or reaso-nss of lhealth
lie sold his practice and went to LowestofL In 1910 he becaame
medi¢al officer of a medical institute at Radstock iear Nath,
and in 1912 he accepted a.position on the staff of the Coventry
Prorvideiit Disgpensary. He left Radstock bectuse lie was boy-
cotted. He Uas tiot anid never *6uld be a, member of the
British Medial Ass6ciation. Before taking up the post &t
CoVentry }se r ived a. warning letter from Dr. Vaughan
Pendred,.in-which it was stated thlt the boycott had been
conBistently. and successfully enforced. He, however, f6td
nothiNg der6gatory in the dcuditions at the dispensary ekcept
tha:t thete was a notice ouitside the door bearing the tames
of the medical staff. That was removed by the dispensary
authorities alter the General Medical Council ha.d been
consulted.
By the Court: The dispensary had never, so far as he knew

been otherwise brought to the notice of the General MedicAi
Couftcil. As to lay control at the dispensary, he sw nothing
wrong in that, because the medical matters were regulated by
the medical committee. As to the boycott, the main thing ws
the dificulty of getting a consultant; it was like a solicitor not
being able to consult a barrister. He also found it difficult to
obtain, a locumtenent, and was refused attendance at the
Coftentty and Warwickshire Hospital. E3xcept for the boycott,
be knew no reason for the refusal. He had algo found it difficult
to get pstienits admitted -to the hospital. When the ban was
reamoved peading this action, at the suggestion of the Lord
(Thief Justice, the difference was enormaous. The boyeott
began about ten years ago. He saw the article in the BiIITiSX
MiEDICAL JOURNAL of April 4th, 1914, and took it- to refer to the
officers of the Coventry Disensry. He had never been
suniimoned by the Coventry Division to explain Isis conduct, nor
to the Central Ethical Committee.
By the Court: Neither the Coventrv doctors nor any Branch

of the British Medical Associationi had ever annotmced in a
concise form their reasons for the boycott so that the public'
mlight understand it.
Cross-examined, witness said lie left Radstock because of a

boycott. He lhadl known o$ the dispute at Coventry since 1907.
He agreed that a dispensary failedl of its purpose if it gave
meical attendance and care to those Who were able to pay
the ordinary cost of nmedical attendance in any considerable
nlumbers. He thought it ridiculous to ma,ke it a fondarmeXftai
prirciple for a dispeniary that every medical practitioner in
tl.d district who wished go to act should be a m6dical officer of
the dispensary, provided he carformed to the rules thereof.
He, saw no objectilon to the medical staff bering in a minrity
ohi the committee. There were fouT out of twenty-eight in
thiis case. A competent anid qualified medi,ail man might
properly entertain the opiniion that there should be a vage
limit. The qtiestion of eliminating members earning miore
thsri £2 a week was never discussed in committee.
ly the Corurt: The question upon the wage limit did not touch

pArofessional conduct in the orcdinary sense, but the question of
remunieration of one or more medical men. Here there was
only a amtall number with more than £2 a week. Some of his
dispensary patients used to pay him 2s. 6d. a visit, and there
waa no mrle of the di'spensary to prevent his accepting it. He
believed the five medical officers had resigned from the dis-
pensa;ty owitg to the c-oercion of the- ritish Medical Associa-
tio'n. He did not think he camnTe within any of the four classes
mentioned in the alleged Ilket, lnt he thought the defendants
were r6terring to him when they spoke of the failures of the
profession. In his opinion all the Coventry men except Dr.
Harman Brown were animated by spite aii ill-will towards
him, although, apart from the dispensary question, he had had
ilo quarrel with them.

15r r'-fe&nitation, he aid tW1 ill-will against him hmd been
sp4ri6caway expressed in a letter om Dr. Lwman to Dr. Cox
where lie said, "tThe feeling in the Division isXquite una.nimons
andfecli atirst the men wiho hd tke posts inv o:pios1
tioFe to thseir wist,e Prsaticaly all the oWies med-ical men in
Co^nfry' belogd to son ote instituti-on:.X.

lWr Justice McCardie: What is the d:if'erence between K
'rAate -chl5 ana a PPoviden1t institutiqe -A pri,ate clul3!is

where a medical man simply has books of his own and they
pay to him or to his collector. That is a priv-ate medieal clilb.
Ernest Camden Pratt, L.S.A., examined by Mr. Schwabe

said that before he came to Coventry in 1912 he had practisea
tnaily in conniexion with friendly societies. He received
a letter from Dr. Pendred on his appointment to the dis-
pensary, and he replied, saying that ie thought it was con-
ducted more to the advanitage of the medical man than the
general run of sucll institutions. He had joined the British
Medical Association in 1911 becausa of the Natioinal Insuranace
Act. On June 6th, 1913, he wrote a long letter to Dr. Cox,
pointing out thatt lie considered the British Medical AssoOiation
were making a mistake in the matter of the dispensary, but
saying that he agreed hiis membership of the Association was
inicompatible to his then position, and offering to resigD from
the British Medical Association. ]His resigination was refused-.
He subsequently saw Dr. Kenderdine and reftised to resign from
the dispenisary. On Juine8th,however, having previouslyattencded
a meetiIng of the Covenitry Division, he did say he was willing
to resign at the end of the year on the ground that, though he
was satisfie(d with the work and remuneration at the dispensary,
it was detrimental to the interests of the medical men at
Coventry. By thlat lie meant financial interests. Before he
took up his appointment at Coventry, Dr. Kenderdine had told
him lie would be boycotted, even if he took it on trial for a
short period. He found nothfing which he cnsidered detri-
mental to his honour as a medicat man in occupying the
appointment at the dispensary.
In cross-examination, he adtnittedhe knew the Coventry inen

objdeted to the dispensary before he joiid it. eo did not
thiink it right that medical men should have complete control
although they should take part in the management. He agreed
that the medieal man slioild have the right to choos hi
patients and the patIents §hotld be entitld to choose their
nmedical attendant. He quite admitted that when he wrote -the
letter alreedy referred to he thought his position was ikurmn-
patible, and would not blame other medical men for taking the
same view. In October, 1913, be was anitious to return to the
British lsedical Association. Ilis wife lhad urged him on sQial
grounds. The Association had refused to let him climb down
iiifact, lmSbesigned front the dispensary late ini917. He did tot
admit that IYr. Kefiderdine came to him merely bs a friend, but
he did say that as an old friend he desi-redto ss*e him frm the
bid opinion o the profession. It wastrue thaton February 4th,
1918, he wrote that be had quarrelled with his oolleagues at the
dispensary, and that in his opinion they bad proved themselves
rank outsiders, but be had since ohanged that view. Difficulties
had arisen because the other mediqal officers had taken over hiis
patients white he was away. He iad not gone fully into the
facts before fdrming an opinion, tut he could not saiyhe had
ever apologized.

(To be continued.)

UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE.
THE degree of Master in Surgery is now known by the initials
M.Ch. inste-ad of M.C. as heretofore, and the initials tised in
abbreviation for the degree of Bxchelor of Surgery have corre-
spondingly been Ghanged from B.C. to B.Ch.

ROYAL COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS OF LONDON.
AT an ordinary comitia on July 25th, the President, Dr. Norman
Moore, beirng in the chait, the following gentlemen, having
passed the required examination, were admitted Members
the College:
Geoffrey Fourne, L R.C.P., Francis Henry Mosse, L.R.C.P..

Ffrangcon HobetEr, M.D.Camb., L.9 OP., William WilIis
Dazisel Thomson, M.D}.Belfasti John Grattan Wilson, M.B.
Lond., L.R.C.P., Cecil Denyar Wood, M.B.Oxon.

Licencea to practise physic were granted to 73 candidates,
and diplomas in public health were granted, in conjunction
with the Royal College of Surgeons, to 6 candidates:

S. L. Baker, T. F. Brown, Gnanayudarn Mangalanathan Dominick,
R. Isaac, E. D. Richardson, E L. WhiLe.

Officers were elected for the enuing year; they included as
cernsors lDr. Newton Pitt, Dr. P. W. Mott, F.R.S., Sir Hlumphry
Rolleston, K.G.B., Dr. Raymond H. P. Crawfurd. Dr. T.
ArnoldChiaplin was elerted Harveian Librarian, in succession ta
Dr. Norr*n Moore, who had held the office for matny years and
resigned it on his election as president. Dr. Leonard Guthrie
and Dr. P. Hoston-Smith were elected members of counci;l.
A copy of the revised edition of the ANomewlatutre of Diseases,

1918, waa received. The thanks of the Ctilege were presenited
to Dr. Leonard Guthrie- for his work assecretary of the com-
mittee and editor and he was asked to accept an honorariumTf
two hun.dred guineas.
The Moxon medar was sarded to Dr. P. W. Mott, F. R.S. On

t-he re-crmendiAtion of the adjudicitors it was'deci'dfd not to
award thre Weber-PAIrkes prize this year.
The foll;owing u*iverstfies and medical colleges were* adtded

to the fiit- ot institutions whose grkdnaAse iIE meddcin& are- ad-
mimible- to the Final. Examination of the BEamaiing Board in
ngl:and, aader the conditions of jaragraph iv, Sec-tionII, of

the Regulations-namely: Univerity o Veront, Burlington
tniversity of AIsEbama, tQiele, Ata.; Womeu Medical Clege
of -1enusyTrvbXt1a; Union tnvritrslty; Albanu, N.Y.; JUnivtrsity



126 BCLJBRu=L a LETTERS, NOTES, AND ANSWERS. [AUG. 3, 1918

of Louisville, Ky.; St. Louis University School of Medicine,
St. Louis; Long Island College Hospital, Brooklyn, N.Y.;
Unih3rsity of Pittsburgh; Medical College of State of South
Carolina; Syracuse University, New York.
The following schools were recognized for instruction in

chemistry, physics, and biology, or in one or other of these
subjects: Leeds Grammar School, Downside College, Royal
Alasonic School, Bushey; Shrewsbury School, Merchant
Taylor's School, Crosby; Barry Intermediate School.

ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS OF ENGLAND.
AN ordinary council was held on July 25th, when Sir George
Makins, president, was in the chair.
Diplomas of membership were granted to 70 candidates found

qualified at the recent examination.
A further donation of fifty guineas was made to the Belgian

Doctors' and Pharmacists' Relief Fund.
Mr. R. Lawford Knaggs was elected a member of the Court of

Examiners in Dental Surgery in the vacancy occasionled by the
retirement of Mr. W. G. Spencer.

Juhtbial drus.
DR. A. LINNELL of Paulerspury has been unanimiously

elected chairman of the Northamptonshire Insurance
Committee.
CAPTAIN MORRIS JONES, M.C., R.A.M.C., of Colwyn

Bay, has been appointed to the Commission of the Peace
for the counity of Denbigh.
AT the instance of the Ministry of Food, arrangements

have been imade by the Local Governipent Board and the
Board of Agriculture conferring on local authorities power
to make rat destruction regulations, and to supervise their
execution. It is proposed to rely chiefly on poisoning, and
the Treasury is to contribute towards the cost, which it is
believed will not be great.
OWING to a recent improvement in the situation the

Ministry of Munitions of War is now in a position to
release quantities of calcium carbide for public purposes
on a somewhat more lenient basis. The Department
therefore considers it unnecessary to continue to refer
applications from medical practitioners to the British
Medical Association for recommendation, and has thanked
the Association for the very valuable assistance which it
has rendered in this matter. Medical practitioners who
experience any difficulty in obtaining suppliep of calcium
carbide should now communicate direct with the Controller
of Non-Ferrous Material Supplies, Ministry of Munitions of
War, 8, Northumberland Avenue, London, W.C.2.
AN Officers' University and Technical Training Com-

mittee has been appointed by the Boards of Agriculture
and Education, the Minister of Labour, and the Minister
of Pensions to advise as to what courses of education and
training it may be desirable to arrange for the beneflt of
officers and ex-officers of his Majesty's Forces and men of
like standing, particularly with a view to fitting them for
suitable eemploymeInt after the war; it will consider anly
general questions arising in connexion with such educa-
tion and training, and, when neces3ary, will advise indi-
viduial offlcers as to suitable courses of training. The
chairman of the committee is Lieut.-General Sir Alfred
Keogh, G.C.B., and among the members is Sir William J.
Collins, M.P.
THE Food Controller has announced that he is prepared

to grant licences for the purchase and sale of milk of
greater purity than the ordinary supply at prices higher
than those fixed in the milk Order for the time being in
force. Two grades of this higher quality have been
arranged by the Local Government Boards for England
an(d Wales and for Scotland respectively. Grade A is milk
produced under exceptionally clean and bygienic con-
lItions from a herd free from tuberculosis, and immedi-

ately bottled in sterilized bottles on the premises where
it is produced, in such manner that the lip of the bottle is
entirely covered. Grade B is milk produced under specially
clean conditions from a herd free from tuberculosis. In
the&ease of GradeA the price, wholesale or retail, in excess
of the maximum prices permitted by the milk Order
shall not exceed 4d. per imperial quart bottle and 3d. per
imnperial pint bottle. The price in excess of the milk
maximum prices permitted by the Order in the case of
Grade B must not exceed 4d. per imperial gallon when
sold retail, 3d. per imperial gallon when sold wholesale
by the producer, and 3id. when sold wholesale by any
person other than the producer. A full statement of the
conditions can be obtained from the Secretary, Milk
Section,- Ministry of Food, London County Hall, West-
minster Bridgc Rload, S.E.l1

3IEetter5, g1otes,_aiEtt5ItSUer.
IN order to avoid delay, it is particularly requested that ALL letters
on the editorial business of the JOUBNAL be addressed to the Editor
at the Office of the JOURNAL.

The postal address of the BRITIsH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION and
BRPITIsH MEDIOAL JOURNAL is 429, Strand, London, W.C.2. The
telegraphic addre,sses are:

1. EDITOR of the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL, Aitiology.Westranid, London; telephone, 2631, Gerrard.
2. FINANCIAL SECRETARY AND BUSINESS MANAGER

(Advertisements, etc.), Articulate, Westrand,London; telephone,
2630, Gerrard.

3. MEDICAL SECRETARY, Medisecra, Westrand, Lontdon;
telephone, 2634, Gerrard. The address of the Irish Office of the
British Medical Association is 16, South Frederick Street. Dublin.

The address of the Central Medical War Committee for England
and Wales is 429, Strand, London, W.C.2; that of the Reference
Committee of the Royal Colleges in London is the Examination
Hall, 8, Queen Square, Bloomsbury, W.C.1; and that of the Scottish
Medical Service Emergency Committee is Royal College of
Physicians, Edinburgh.__

LETTERS NOTES, ETC.
INCOME TAx.

J. A. inquires as to the legal authority for claiming to have
allowances for life assurance, abatement, etc., set against
civil income instead of against "pay" taxable at the reduced
"service " rates.

*** This is provided for specifically by Section 11 (a) of the
Finance Act, 1917, and is continued by the current Finance
Act; for the years up to and including the financial year
1916-17, the allowances had to be made from the "pay" first
and the civil income next, and, as our correspondent realizes,
the reversal of that rule for 1917-18 and future years carries an
appreciable benefit. We may add that the rule extends even
to civil unearned income in preference to " pay," the order
for the allowance being, civil earned, civil unearned, and
lastly "pay."

G. R. P. inquires as to the position of civilian medical practi.
tioners in receipt of army pay for work on medical boards,
V.A.D. hospitals, etc., with regard to the special service
rates.

* Section 30 (1) of the Finance Act of 1916 restricts the
application of the special service rates of tax to " any person
who has served or is serving as a member of any of the naval
or military forces of the Crown, or in service of a naval or
military character in connexion with the present war for
which payment is made out of money provided by Parlia-
ment, or in any work abroad of the British Red Cross Society
or the St. John Ambulanee Association or any other body
with similar objects." As regards the V.A.D. hospitals, the
work referred to by our correspondent is presumably not
" abroad," and so far as medical board work is concerned it
would seem that the authorities regard this as of a civilian
rather than of a military character, probably because it does
not carry liability to military discipline.

MEDICAL SICKNESS AND ACCIDENT SOCIETY.
DR. A. WITHERS GREEN (Wardrobe Place, E.C.) writes: For
the past few weeks letters have appeared complaining of the
action of the Medical Sickness, Annuity, and Life Assurance
Friendly Society in deciding to withhold, after the end of
1918, the bonus from members reaching the age of 65. From
inquiries at the office it can be learnt that this action has'
been due to war conditions and appears to be quite wise and
necessary. It would be much more reasonable if members,
instead of complaining in a public journal, were to obtain
first-hand information from the office of their society, 300,
High Holborn, London, W.C.1.

All members received the thirty-fifth report and statement
of accounts before the annual meetinjg was held, in wbieb, at
the last paragraph, the actuary (Mr. S. G. Warner) definitely
recommends that the remaining Sickness Fund surplus
should be left untouched after the end of 1918, on account of
the entirely exceptional eircumstanices brought about by the
large number of war inijuries and sickness whieb may become
claims on the Sickness Fund on the return of the invalids to
this country.

SCALE OF CHARGES FOR ADVERTISEMENTS IN THE
BRITISH ME:DICAL JOURNAL.

A s. d.Seven lines and under ... ... ... ... 0 6 0
Each additional line ... ... ... O o 9
Whole single column ... ... ... 4 0 0
Whole page 9.... ... ...) ... ... ... 12 0 0

All remittances bY Post Office Orders must be made payable tothe British Medicd Association at the General Post Office, London.No responsibility will be accepted for any such remnittance not sosafeguarded.
Advertisements should be delivered, addressed to the Manager,

429,Strand, L;ondon, not later than the first PostOn Wednesday morning
preceding publication, and, if not paid for at the time, should be
acvompanied by a reference.
NOTE.-It is against the rules of the Post Office to receive poate

restante letters addressed either in initials or numbers.


