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of kala-azar in Mesopotamia is negative. Perhaps wlhen
the Mosul area has -been more opened up we miay obtain
some positive evidence: from that direction; but mean-
wlhile thie matter must be consi7 ered unsettled.

j1temloranltn:
MEIDICA1L, SURGICAL, OBST ST RICAL.

TREATMENT OF CHILBLAINS.
As chiilblains are now prevalent I sund pre,-riptions for
applications which I lhave used for. many years, witlh or
witlhout the internal administration of calcium chloride,
according to the state of the patient.

For Unbroken Chilblains.
;$Tinot.oapsici .................5s

Lin. camph. co. ... ..
Misce.

To be painted frequently over the affected area.
For Broken Chiilblait s.

Ung. reFjinae ................ ...s
Ung. acidi carbolici ... . . ss
Zinci oxidi ... ... ... .. i
Vaselini...i..; ... ... ad t ij

Misce. Ft. unig.
London, W. T. MARK HOVELL.

*SEVERE ANAPHYLAXIS: RECOVE.Ky.
THE fatal case of anaphylaxis after diphtheria antitoxin
recorded in the BRITISHi MEDICAL JOURNAL of November 8th
(page 596) prompts me to record an equally severe case
with recovery.
The patient Was a man suffering from compound fracture of

the tibia. He had the usual doses of antitetanic serum, and
had been rendered sens tive to horse serum. When seen tby
me on August 23rd, 1919, he was suffering from erysipelas
spreading from the wound and spreading bronchopneumonia.
kis condition was oritical, and it was lecided to give hir
30 c.om. of polyvalent antistreptococcal serum intravenously.
This was diluted in saline, but the mistake made was that no
effort was made to desensitize the patient before administrA-
tion. Within a minute after the injection he complained that
he was choking, grasped his larynx, and breathed jerkily and
spasmodically. He became cyanosed at once, his lips, clheeks
and neck almost assuming a black colour, and the pulse was
flickering ; breathing ceased In full inspiration.
The foot of the bed was raised immedliately, and artificial

respiration commenced by forcibly pressing in the lower ribs,
whilst the mouth was cleared of much mucus by the nurse.
I decided to try and relieve the spasm by making him take
in any air which could be got in through a chloroform mask.
A nurse held the mask, fairly well saturated with chloroform,
over his mouth and nose whiltItcontinued to try and force in
his chest, thereby getting a little air in with a mixture of chloro-
form. At the same time he was given 30 minims of adrenalin
solution and atropine gr. rl subcutaneously. Very soon
chloroform began to have its effect, for in about five minutes
the patient breathed, and when fully under the anaesthetic
breathed normally. The cyanosis disappeared and the pulse
rreturned; when counted it was 150 to the minute and of very
low tension.
About one hour later the patient was comparatively well, and

the next morninig the desired effect from the serum was
manifest; the general condition was much improved, and
the temperature and pulse only a little above normal. He
eventually mnade an excellent recovery.

The decision to try chloroform in- a man whio was
apparently dying seemed, a bold one, but when it is
remembered that death occurs from anaphylaxis with the
chest in full inspiration, and that the condition appears
to be a spasm of muscle fibres in the fine bronchi, there
seemed only one -thing to be done, and that was to try and
relieve the spasm by an anaesthetic. It should also be
remembered that it is not possible to produce anaphylaxis
in an animal while it is under the influence of etheir.
The death recorded on November 8th was after the

administration 'of diplitheria antitoxin given as a prophy-
lactic. Is this advisable? (1) May not this first dose
render the child' sensitive to. horse serum, and risl'a
eatastrophe :sh1ould it require a horse serum at any future
date ? (2) Dpi$itheria; antitoxin is antitoxic, and not anti-
microbic.
Cochbester. WM. T. MUNRO, M.D., D.PMH.

- Jteports of 2wietie,.
WAR LESSONS IN SPINAL SURGERY.

AT a meeting of the Section of Neurology of the Royal
Society of Medicine, held on November 13tlh, the presideit,
Dr. W. 'ALDREN TUrNER; being in :the chair, Mr. PERCY
SARGENT read a paper on some lessons of the war applied
to spinal surgery.'
In some6 respects, he said, gunshot injuries of the is-pnte

differed' from those' tusually met with- in civil pradtice.The primary outstanding difference was that of ';Nnd
infection. The gunshot wouind was invariably compound
whilst tihe fracture dislocation was not. The majority
of woutnds in wlhich Vthe cord was directly or indirectly
implicated did not lenld themselves to early radica"
incision. Whether or not a patient withi a gunslhot injury
of thle spine died of meningitis depended almost wholly
apon. whether or not the dura mater had been torn, and
in no circumstances was it justifiable to' open the intact
theca in the presence of a septic wound in order to ascer
tain the state of its contents. It became evide-nt'i
tlhe earliest days tllat tlhe escape of cerebro-spintlI fluid
almost certainly meant deatlh from meningitis un1&W- the
leak could be stopped, and tlhis, in an otherwise- favp'rable
case, lie always regarded as one of the few definite. indica
tions for 'early operation. In many cases the-thecsi bad
been punctured by a fragment of bone wlhiclh, remalnibg-i
situ, plugged the hole whlich it had made, and prevented
botlh tihe escape of cerebro-spinal fluid and the ingress of
micro-organisms. An operation which uncorked the theca
in the presence of a septic wound enormously decreased
the 'clances of recovery. Mild infections of thie spinal
membranes from whiclh the patient 'recovered might pro-
duce intratliecal adhesions such as gave rise later to thlat
loculation of cerebro spinal fluid which so closely resembled
the meningitis circumscripta serosa described by Horsley
The second outstanding difference concerned he manner

in which the cord was damaged. Most of the injuries' of
civil life were produced eitlher by the m' ssive 'displacement
of one part of the vertebral coluilin upon another, or by a
crushing fracture of the vertebral bodies, whereby part of
'the comminuted bone was squeezed backwards so as to
contuse and compress the cord. Momentary displace6etits
of the two vertebrae upon one anotlher, witlh immediate
rebound, miglt also injure tle' cord. In any case the
damage was most commonly produced by direct violence,
and thle result miglit vary from a slight contusion up to a
complete shearing across of the cord. The cases of gun-
shot injury comparable witlh these were' those' in which a
spent bullet or shrapnel ball, impinginig upon some part of
the spine, entered the vertebral canal, driving fravments of
bone before it. 'But wlien a missile of highl velocity struck
some part of a vertebra without entering, or'- directly
violating the contents of, the vertebral canal, 'effects were
commonly produced whiclh were less often seen in the
spinal injuries of civil life. The resulting changes in tbe
cord were usually described as concussion phenomena, anid
the lesions varied from transient oedema up to t6tal 'dis-
integration of the cord at thle point of maximum intensity.
Molentary 'or very short-lived loss of function had been
observved many titnes, not only from actual hiits, but also
as the resuilt of the buirsting of a hiigh explosive shell close
to the patient.

Morbid Anatomy of Cord Lesions.
After referring to the description of the morbid anatomy

and histology of, the damaged spinal cord given by Dr.
Gordon Holmes in his Goulstoniaxi Lectures (1915), Mr.
Sargent said that in the light of thiese observations the
pre. war conception of haematomyelia needed revision.
Minute haemorrliages were present in every cord which
lhad been at all severely damaged, and were relatively un-
important, but in fracture-dislocation haemorrhages of any
size were ivery rare. Similarly, wlhilst a sliglit extra-
medullary and extrathcail haemorrhage was comnozly
inet with in recent examples of gunshot wounds, ahiaemorrhage of sufficient extent to ca,u symptoms of
compression was rarely encounltered. On' thIe other hatid
a small amount of effused blood 'ilitethec mighit
perhaps give. rie later to ad:hesions' and 'lolation of 'the
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THE' R.AX.C AS A CAREER.
SIR,-In the JOURNAL of October 1ltl one may read' an

address given by Sir Jole roodwin, K.C.B., C.M.G., D.S.O.,
Director-General A.M.S., on " The R.A.M.G as a Career,"
and in. the same issue appears an articl in which attention
is drawn to the fact thlat tlhe recent appeal of thie War
Office to medical practitioners to accept temporary coin-
missions in the 1.A.M.C. has met with a poor response,
notwithistanding the pecuniary inducernents offered.
The Director-General appears to believe tlhat his service

offers great attractions to young medical men as a perma-
nent career, and lhe. naively asserts.-tljat were lhe startinig
life again as a newly quailified man he wkId unlhesitatinigly
choose it for hiimuself. A very' pleasing picture is drawn of
his ideal commang officer of a hospita;l, but one eannot
lhelp wondering if such a iDan would be likely to find
favour in the eyes of the powers tlhat be, aand in a service
in which proved inefficiency, even in war time, may be
followed by aippoin: ment to the highest posts.
Wlien I was a imiedical student the R.A.M.C. was hliiefly

weruited from tljose whiose professional qualifications were
below the average, and one of the ironies of the past few
years is that ui;vilian p-ractitioners of repute lave lhad as
thuic' "superior," officetrs somne men. for wlhoin tlhey could
have bu- soant respect; but, neverthe-less, they were
expected to bee* witl patience ami due humilty the
ineptitudes of these officials, wlho knew full well that they
could look to tlhe great Whiteliall red-tape machine for
support.
My advice' to any newly-qualif&ed medical man who com-

templates enteriog tle R.A.M.C. is to ponder well before
bie puts lhis ntuure welfare an the grip of a soultess machine
in which if at somxie time or-under certain circumstances
he slould show symiptoms of independence, indiividuality,
or initiative, lhe will be' in danger of being "'crushed,'T and
his call for ju.,tice will be as the voice of one crying. in the
wiiderness.

Surely it is a better fate to wear out retaining one's self
respect than to rust out as part doctor part soldier, but
ehiefly clerk, eveni though weighed down by tle burden
of s-'called "llonours." How great must be a peoplo
who could win the war in spite of ne1anifold handicaps I-

OardiW! Nov 7fth W. IL S.

THE SERVICES.
Siu,-As an old- naval surgeon and temporary major

R:A.M.CG, I bave read the letters of.your corre.4pondents
concerning tlhe navAl and. military nmedical services with
gveat ititerest. Except in tlhe hour of dire necessity, both
the Admit alty and War Office treat tlje medical profession
wit1h scant ceretumony andl absolutely no sympathy. This
IL can; voucIh for from painful permonal experience after
eig*it and a lhalf years in the one anmd- four years in the
oether service..

I wouldt seggest tAat instead of the separate naval,
militry, and air force, medicalH services, thie wlhole three
he aimaigaated into a genera war: medical service.
A broken leg is a broken leg and a case of measles is
a case of measles, whether ashore or' afloat. Moreover,
naval medical officers have, oftenr served on land and;
lPA.M-.C. officers in sljips before now. Tlere are many
minor difficulties and sotne major to be met witlh in miy
schemne; but, after all, " difficulties were made to be over-
come," and I believe a solution to many legitim-ate
grievances wouild be found in imy suggestion, wlhich is-
uot made witliout due consideration.-I am, etc.,
Sevenalks, Oct. 18th. GMRALD SICHEL, F.R.C.S.

MEDICAL APP0INTMENTS UNDER THE
MINISTRY OF PENSIONS.

SIR,-Wo,uld it not be possible to classify medical officers
who wish to attend medical boards in thle following way ?

(ao Discharged and demobilized doctors who have nothing to
coze.back to.

(i), Discharged or demobilized doctors. wlow have, to rebuild
Iieir practices

(C) Dcharged or demobilized doctors wlho are in partnership.
(d)} Medics men who have lhad experience on medical boardt

but have never served in the Forces.
Prefbrenee should be-given tW medical meu who fall

in '(a) arnd (b). The reans for e-mpioying those in (a)
are obvious-nameIy, that their whole attention and

nubiassed opinion can be given both for the good of tlhe
pensioner and of tlhe State; also it is a means of obtaining
for them a living. It is not possible for- all medical men
to purchase practices.
Those in class (b) should come next according to the

size more or less of tlaeir practices In class (c) one must
consider the number of nmedicalme.w¢ who are- in partner-
slhip, for it is quite possible for two or more men to, be in
partnershlip and for eaclL to be emnployed on Uedicail Board
ex.iminations, and thius taking from tlwir less fortunate
brotlher practitioners. If medical mnen wlho are in partner.
slhip wishl to sit on the boards, oniy one of the firm sliou4d
be allowed to do so.
The last class (d): these doctors have had the satisfaction

of increasing- their practii-es owing to other medical men
being called ap, and in thle majority of cases have not
endured the hardships of serving abroad; in fairness to
tlhose who have returned, tlhey should voluntarily deAline
to accept any more boards, as medical men whio have been
dmelubilized. and lhave noth-ing. to do: wouli only be too
thankful for the opportunity of taking their places as an
only means of their fivelihood.

During, my experience of Medical Board work I have
noticed thlat tlhe- busy generali practitioners- are constantly
consulting their timepieces, presumably wondering how
manjy more cases tlhere are to see before tlhey, are free
tocontin:ue tleir private,visits; thjerefore their attention
is divided, and thiat generally means. neglect of proper
examination,- resulting in injustice to the pensioner or to
the State.-I am, etc.,
November 17th. DISCHARORD MEDICAL OPErCa.

GERAJ MlED.TI GCUNIaa-.EL_E(lIOIN
.(SCOTLAND).

Su,-Will you allow me tlwrough your courtesy to thank
the registered medical practitioners of Scotland for again
electiug me as their representative on the General Medical
Council, and to say that I shall spare no effort- to merit this
renewed expression of their confidence?-I am, ete.,
Edinburgh. Nov. 18th. NORMAf WALKR.

Itnrhrsitits antL. Colletz..
UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD.

MR. T. B. HEATONj B.M., B.CG., has been appointed Lee's
Reader in Anatomv.
At a congregation held on November- 15th tile degree of

doctor of medicine was conferred, upon W-. J. Perseon and F. M
Gladstone.

UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE.
AT a congregation hield on October 31st the folibwing medicat
dvgrees. were conferred:
M.D.-W. 0. Hodges., R. G. OAnti.
M.B., B CH. - L. P. L. FirmanoEdwasdra. W. WilHams.
M.B.-F. N. V. Dyer.

ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS OF ENGLAND.
MEETING OF COUNCML.

AN ordinary Council was held on November 13th, when Slit
George Makins, President, was in the chair.
Diponta of Memnbership.-Diplomas were granted to seventy'

eight csndidates foundtlquahifiedf at the recent examinations.
Dissectionl.h-Thle Council passed a, resolution expressing the

satisfaction with which it. had learnt that the control of
unclaimed bodies of deceased persons in England and Wales
had been transferred to the Ministerof'Health, and urging that
the-question of the shortage of "1-subjects"- for the education
andtexamination of medical and dental students in London anu
the provinces should engagp the sympathetio attention of the
Minister at an early date. It was determined that the regula-
tion that candidates for the Licence in Dental Surgery should
have performed dissections at a recognized medical school
durixgpnot iess tha-rrsix monthsbe suspended.
The vacancies in the-Court of Examinerm anrd in the Board of

Examiners is Dental, Surgery, occasioned by the-retirement of
Sic- Herbert F. Waterhouse, will be, filud up a& the, ordinary
Council on: December l1th.
Bogard of Slientitfic. Societies.-Sir George- Makins and' Sir

Charles Ballante were re-elected- as representatie of the
College-on thisBbar&

A.NMWIh GERsat.L M1wxG; or Fr.4w muMi:
The_anml general -meeing, ot- Fellwws.ad: nM bee will

take place at the College on Thursday next, November 27th, at
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3 p.m. The honorary secretary. of the Society of Members
informs us that the following resolutions will be sent in:

1. That this thirty-fourth annual meeting of Fellows and Members
again affirms the desirability of admittin Members to direct
representation on tl)e Council of the Clollege. wh ch as now con-
stituted only represents those Members who also hold the
Fellowship; and that it does so in order that the constitution of
the Council of the Royal College of Surgeons of England shall be
in keeping with uiiodern ideas of true representation.

2. .hat as the Royal College of Surgeons i composed of about
19,0CO persons, of whom nearly 18 OCO are engaged in s:eneral lvrac-
tice. this annual meeting requests the President and Council to
nominate at least two Members in general pr etice to represent
the interests of general practitioners in the management of
College affhirs.

3. That the President is hereby invited to make a statement to this
meeting aq to t.he views of his Council on the subject of the
second resolution. -_-__

CONJOINT-BOARD IN ENGLAND.
THE diplomas of L.R.C.P. and M.R.C.S. have been. conferred
upon the following seventy-nine candidates who have passed
the flnal examiination in medicine, surgery, and midwifery, and
have complied witli the necessary by4awe:.
W. J. MoB. Allan, F. T. Allen. G. F. Baxter, Grace M. Beaven,W. H.

Benniett, E. J. BilcIlife. C. M. Billington., Alice B16iiifeld.
M. B. BWe, J. V. C. Beaithwaite. P. C. Brett, Hf. Brookaah, A. R.
Campbell, J. D. M. Cardell, Marjorie C. Chal pel, 0. T. J.
C. de H. (layre',Enid M. M. Cobb, H. Cohen. H N. W'. Collins,
R G. I)ansie, Sarah H. DH.vies, A. K. Day-Leowis, J. P. De Silva.
W. H. Dixon. H. Donovan, K. M. K. Duff. G. P. Evans, V. N.
Fenton. W. D. Forrest. Dorothy W. Gowers, C. Griffith-JQnes
E. A. Hardy, H. W. Hardy, W. G. Fay. H L. Heimann, Z. P.
Hicks. F. B. Hobbs, H. C. Hopkinson, Mabel M. Ingram. J. A.
Iswariah, Sban-kar Ramehandra Joglekar, R. B. P. Lansdown,
L. Lavine, It C. B. Ledlie, H. T. Le Vieux, F. G. Lewtss, N.,J.
Macdonald. J. S. Mo re. G. Y. Oliver, Si.,yl G. Overton, W G.
Owen. J. C Pauiw. W. W. Pa' ne. H W. Pigeon. Eleanor M.
Reece, A. H. Richardls, S. Rose, M. Harkies. E R.Rarra, Rutb M.
Scutt. o. G. D. Siggs, J. V. A. Simpson, D. F. Standiing, C. M
Strong, W. S. R. Thomas, R. Thursz, W. G. Titleke, Rutb C:
Townshend. G. M. Trist, D. L.. Tucker, W. Walshant, W. E. M.
Wardill, ilifie A. Whb rton. A. C. S. Whiteway-Wilkinson,
Marga,ret A Williams, T. Williams, C. B. Wilson, M. L. Young,
T. F. Zerolo.

f~~~GENERAL ituarq li

INSPECTOR- GENERAL ADAM BRUNTON MESSER, R.N.
(retired), died at Eastbourne on October llth, aged 81.
-He was-the youngest son of tlje late Adauii Messer of
Blainslie, and was educated-at Edinburglh Academy and

-ait :Edinburgh University, whlere lie graduated M.D. in
1858. He entered the navy as surgeon in 1859 -As
surgeon of the Curacoa lie served in the New Zealand
war of 1863-64, wlhetn he was in medical charge of the
Naval Brigade at tlhe battle of Rangariri, was mentioned in
dispatclhes for gallantry in attending the wounded un-der
fire, specially promoted to staff surgeon, and received the
medal. In May, 1867, le was appointed to the Melville
hospital ship at Hong Kong, and in 1873 to tlhe Pearl, the
flagship of Commnodore (3oodenough on the Australian
station; in 1875 lie was present-when tlhe Commodore was
?illed by a native with a poisoned arrow, on a small
Pacift island. He received tlje thanks of the Director.
General for a report on tbe poison used in arrows, which
was published by. the Admiralty. He also wrote a valuable
report on the Fiji islands, which led to the annexation
of these islands by Great Britain. In 1877 he joined tle
Temeraire in the Mediterranean, then commanded by
Captain (afterwards Admiral Sir) Michael Culme- Seymour,
and in 1881 the Northamiipton, flagship of Sir Leopold
MeClintock on the North American station. As D.I.G.
be was in charge of the naval hospitals of Plymouth;
and Malta successively. He was appointed Inspector.
General in 1892 and retired in 1896. He became lhonorary
physician to the Queen in 1899, and held the same appoint.
ment to King Edward and King George, and received the
two coronation medals. On February 8tli, 1904, he was
awarded a Greenwich Hospital pension. 'He also had
gained the Sir Gilbert-Blaine Gold Medal.|

COLONEL ALFRED HENRY ANTHONISZ, R.A.M.C. (retired),
died at Coonoor, Nilgiri Hills, Soutli India, on October
27th, aged 74. He was born at Colombo on December
22njd, 1844, educated at Aberdeen, where he graduated
M.B. and C.M. in 1867. and entered the army as assistant
sulrge9n on April 1st, 1871, being posted first to the staff, and
th"en, i 1873, to the 108thFoot, now the 2nd' Bat.lonof
*he. Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers. He became colonel in
&899. and retired--in1904. He served in th-eEg.ptianu war
4Ui1182, receiving 'Vh6 medal and the KlideW'eI bbiizse

star; in the Sudan in 1885, at Suakin, gaining a clasp,
and in the South African war in 1899-1900.

CAPTAIN M. P. BHARGAWA, I.M.S., was reported as killed
in action, on the Indian frontier, in a casualty list pub.
lislied on October 25thi. He took a temporary commission
as lieutenant on October 5tli, 1916, and was promoted
captain after a year's service.

As a memorial of Professor J. Dejerine, Madame ind
Mdlle. Dejerine have placed a fund at the disposal of -the
Paris Society of Neurology for research in neurology.
COLONEL A. H. TUBBY, C.B., C.M.G., will read a paper

on some surgical experiences of the war in, the Near Easb
at the meeting of the' Hunterian Society to be held ab
the School of ,Oriental. Languages, Finsbury Circu,s, on
Wednesday, November,26th, at 9 p.m.
THE annual dinner of past and present student` of

St. Mary's Hospital, postponed owing to the rpl,way
strike, will be held, a, the Connaught Rooms, onir W,January 9tb, 1920, when' S'ir Almroth Wright will taked. he
chair at 7.30 p.m.
WE are informed that the British Federatign-of 1a

and-Allied Societ,ies (late Medical Pal liamentaryComnltee)
has secured permanent offices at 5, Vere Street, Cavendish
Square, London, W.1.,
M. DE LANESSAN, formerly Governor-General of Indo-

China and Minister of Marine in the Waldeck-Roussean
Cabinet in 1900, who has died at the age of 76, was
originally a mlember of the me(lical profession.
THE Chadwick trustees will award in the year 1920 a

Chadwick'gold mle(dal and a prize of £100} to the naval and
military medical offlicer respectively in the British service
who during the past five y'ears of war has most dis.
tinguished himself in promoting the health of the navy
and army. The prize vll be awarded- on the nomination
of the Directors-General of the Naval and Army Medical
Services respectively.
SIR MALCOLM MORRIS presided over a luncheon on

November 7th, at the Criterion Restaurant, in cornexion
with the private representation at the Alhambra Theatre
of a cinematograph film, entitled " The End of the R'oad,"
approved by the National Council for Combating Venereal
Diseases. The speakers included Lord Downhain, Chair.
man of the London- Counby Gouncil and fotmerly Presi-
dent of the Local Governnment, Dr. Mary Scharlieb,
Mrs. A. C. Gotto, General Secretary of the Council, and
the Chairman.
IN aid 'of the appeal to the general -public on behalf of

St. Bartholomew's Hospital, which was inaugurated at a
luncheon at the Mansion House, Mr. George Robey,C.B.E.,
is organizing a concert, to be held on Sunday, NMovember
30th, at 2.30 p.m., at the London Coliseum. Contributions
towards the People's Peace Year Commemoration Fund in
aid of St. Bartholomew's Hospital may be sent to Viscounb
Sandhurst, Treasurer of the Hospital, London, E.C.
THE United Slales Public Health Service is calling on

medical practitioners to volunteer their services for an
effort to prevent a iecurrence of last year's epidemic of
influenza. A conference, was recently held at New York
at which a nunmber of bacteriologists agreed to unite in a
collective study of the causative agent of the disease. This
conference marks, the beginning of a Federal, State, pandmunicipal effort.
MR. JOHN D. ROCKEFELLER has given to the General

Education Board founded by him in 1902 the sum of
£4,000,000 to be used- for the improvement of medical
education in the United States..,
DR. W. 0. BEDDARD, of the Inner Temple, has been called

to the Bar.
THE war library and museum in Paris (39, Rue du

Colis6e) owes its origin to a gift made to the French
Government by M. and Mme.- Henri Leblanc. The
library comprises books, periodicals, maps, and manu.
scripts relating to the war; and the museum, models,
pictures, photographs, medals, and so forth. Contribu.
tions of medical' interest are invited. The secretary in
M. P. Fontana.
A 'kP'w burnal 'of nmilitary 'surgery-, La Revista deleThzttagz ( leview of l att es bhas 'been founded- i&--lyk.

The address is 16, via dietaitaren6,i}Rni "
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A QUARTERLY meeting of the Medico-Psychological
Association of Great Britain and Ireland will be held
at 11, Chandos ttreet, W.1, under the presidency* of
Dr. Bedford Pierce, on Tuesday, November 25th, at
2.45 p.m. Papers will be read by Dr. C. Hubert Bond,
commissioner'of the Board of Control, on the need for
schools of psychiatry, and by Major W. S. L. Shaw,
I.M.S., on the treatment and administration of mental
diseases in India.
A NURSE discharged or demobilized from any of the

services and in receipt of retired pay (or a gratuity) for a
disability due to or aggravated by war service is entitled
to assistance from the Ministry of Pensions, and any nurse
suffering from a disability she believes to be due to or
aggravated by war service who is not'receiving retired pay
(or a gratuity) is entitled to have her claim to retire(d pay
anq4 medical treatment considered, Applicants are advised,
where possible, to furnish evidence of the causation or
aggravation of the disability by service, and to obtain
medical evidence of the present condition. Communica-
tions shotuld be addressed in writing; to the Secretary,
M.S. 2 (Offlcers),' inistry of Pensions, 14,' Great Smith
Street, Westminster, S.W.1. A nurse who merely requires
advice on these mattersu should apply to the Officersi
Friend, Ministry of Pensions, Westminster House, Mill-
bank, S.W.1.
AT,a preliminary meeting of medical officers of infant

welNre centres, held recently in London, it was resolved to
ask, the Association of Intant' Welfare and Maternity
Centres (which is a section of the National League for
HeWlth, Maternity, and Child Welfare) to convene a meeting
with a view to the early formation of a permnanenit organi-
zation of such officers. The association willingly agreed
to this, and a meeting has been fl xed for Tuesday,
November 25th, at 5 p.m., at the Royal Institute of Public
Health, 37, Russell Square, W.C.1.

DRa. GUTHRIE RANKIN left £54,362. Among the legacies
was one of £500 to his old friend, Sir William Babtie,.
V.C. In memory of his wife the testator bequeathed
£1,000 each to the Provident Fund of Epsom College, the
Samiaritan Fund of the Dreadnought Hospital, and the
Samaritan Fund of the Royal Waterloo Hospital for:
Children and Women.
THE annual meeting and dinn'er (lOs. 6d. without wine)'

of the Old Epsomian Club will be held in the Oak Room of
the Trocadero Restaurant on Thursday, December 11th,'
1919, Mr. S. Maynard Smith, C.B., in the chair. As there
is important business to be transacted before dinner, the
annual meeting will be held at 6 p.m., the dinner following
at 7.30 p.m. The list of addresses of members of the club
is to be reprinted, and it is- desired that members will
write to Mr. E. M. Corner, 37, Harley Street, W.1, or Mr. R.'
Farrant, Westminster Hospital, S.W.1, signifying their
present address and whether they intend to be present
at the dinner.
A MEETING of the Lancashire and Westmorland Tuber-

culosis Society will be held at the Public Health Labora-
tory, Manchester, at 3 p.m., on November 27th, when it'
will be proposed to extend the society to include
Cheshire. Professor Sheridan Del6pine will open a dis-
cussion on infection and predisposition in relation to
tuberculosis. Further particulars can be obtained from
Dr. G.' 'Jessel, County Tuberculosis Dispensary, Leigh,
Lancashire.

Tlhe Times correspondent telegraphs that excavations
adjoining the portico of the temple of Aesculapius at
Epidaurus have brought to light a portico (stoa) with
mosaics. Near the great reservoir two other buildings.
have been discovered, with columnns, pedestals, and a,
statue of Hermies. The excavations at Epidauirus were
begun by the Greek Archaeological Society in 1881. The
reservoir lies about 500 ft. north of the portico which
adjoins the temple.
A MEETING of the Supreme Economic Council is to be

opened in Rome on Saturday (November 22nd). Among
the subjects to be discussed, in addition to co-operation in
the purchasing of food and the economic situation in South
Russia, is a proposal for the establishment of an Inter-
national Scientific Food Commission. The English depu-
tation is headed by the Food Controller. As will be seen
by the account given elsewhere in this issue of the annual
report of the Medical Research Committee, a proposal to
'establish a Human Nutrition Research Board in this
country is now under consideration, and we observe that
among the delegates to Rome is Mir. A.. W..Flux, a memberI
of the commnittee which has been appointed to draw up ai
scrhemne. Mr. Flux,> howvever, is, an econ!op4st. -.It wo.uld,
we think,, have been. 'welll.-.Iat 'the .tv,itiAh 4l,~gation,
shoulld have inqlude~a p)hysiologwb.:~. ;, ;. q' , l

3Jerftr5, ga~tes, nitb AnInevS.:
AUTHORS desiring reprints of their articles published in the BRITISH
MEDICAL JOURNAL are reqtuested to coummunicate with the Office,
429. Strand, W.C.2, on receipt of proof.

IN order to avoid delay. -it is particularly requested that ALL letters
on the ediLorial business of the JOURNAL be addressed to the Editor
at the Offlce of the JOURNAL.

THE plostal, address of the BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION and
BiT IIH MEDICAL JOURNAL is 429, Strand, Lond6n, w.C;2. The
telegraphic addresses are:

1. L)ITOR of the BRITIBS MEDICAL JOURNAL, Aitiology,
.JV'estrand. Lontdon; telephone, 2631, Gerrard.
.2. FINANCIAIi SECRIITAIY AND BUSINESS MANAGER

(Advertisenments, etc.), Arttculate, West rand, London: televhone,
2630. Gerrard.

3. MEDICAL SECRETARY, Mfetlisecra, Westrand., Louitlos:
telephone. 2634, Gerrard. The address of the Irish Office of thie
British lMedical Association is 16. South Frederick Street, Dublia.

QUERIES AND ANSWERS.
"C." asks -for experience in the treatment of inoperable cancer
by the method recQmmended by the late Dr. Lovell Drage.

DR. C. W. BRANSON (Bournemouth) asks for experience in the
treatment of epilepsy by silver niitrate, and an estimate of the
clhances of success in a case of almost lifelong duration in
a younig man who also has albuminuria.

TREATMENT OF PRURITUS.
"SUBSCRIBER" asks for advice in the treatment of obstinate
pruritus of axillae and breasts in-a woman aged 48. The con-
dition, which has now lasted some years, becomes pronounced
on rise of blood pressure from any cause, or even when the
patient becomes warm on exertion. Uncontrolled scratching
follows and an attack leadls to comple nervous exhaustion.
OIne or two small nodules in axillary glands have lately
appeared. Ordiniary uniguents and lotions have throughout
failed to modify symptoms. Is the condition a menopause
phenomenon likery to subside if the patient's health can be
sustained ?

INCOME TAX.
"P. H. B." inquires whether repayment can be cbtained in
respect of tax paid at the "earned " inistead of at tihe
special " service " rate of income tax.

*,* The special service rate would not apply to payments
made to him by a serving practitioner for whom lie, was
acting as locumtenent, but in so far as he has paid tax on
emolunments issued to him. by the War Office for military
hospital work at a higher rate than the appropriate service
rate he can claim repayment.
The statement of claim sbould be sent to the inspector of

taxes for the district in which the excess.ive tax was paid,
and can be made within the three years following the year for
which the payment was made.

"Z. Y. X." has been left a small estate in Chili, in trust,
consisting of shares and house property. What should be the
basis of his incomie tax declaration?

*,* The Itncome Tax Act, 1918, Sch. D, Case v, Rule I, pro-
vides that " income arising from stocks, shares, or rents in
any place out of-the United Kin,gdom shall be computed on
the full atnount thereof . . . whether the income has been or
will be received in the United Kingdom or not. . .," but in
our opinion this rule does not apply to "Z. Y. X." "Income
arising " must mean inicome arising to the person assessed.
"Z. Y. X. " does not directly derive lhis income from stocks,
shares, and rents but from his " foreign possession," wlich
is his right as a beieficiary in the trust estate. He is
therefore entitled to base his return oli thie amount actually
received in this country-for tle past year on the receipts of
that year, for the second year OIi the same figure, for the
'third year on the average of the two first years, a&nd there-
after on the average of the three years prior to the year of
assessment.

*'G. F. 0. ".inquires whether he is entitled to deduct the cost of
removal from one town to another as a professional expense.

Apparently not. Our correspondent is assessable in
respect of each practice separately, and the expense of
removal is' not strict.y incurred in the working of either
practice.

LETTERS, NOTES. ETC.
AVANAESTHESIA IN TONSIL AND ADENOID OPERATIOAS.

DR. W;ALTER GRIPPER (Wallington) writes: Dr. H. L. Hamilton
'may care to know of a method whbich I have used for a long
time vin giving ethyl chloride, especial-ly to 0hihdren for dental

'wortk. lThe' bag anld face-piece of a-Clover or other inhaler
;.r,e po t and into the bag is dropped a ts,bloi41teibe sof


