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EXPECTANT TREATMENT OF UTERINE SEPSIS.
IN view of the current correspondence on puerperal sepsis
the hiistoiy and treatmeiit of the following case will prove

interesting to the advocates of immiiiediate uterinie inter-

ference in all cases of pulerperal pyrexia of uterine origin.

A woman, aged 37, 6-gravida, all previous labours having been

normal, was admitted to hospital on August 28th as an urgency

case. She had been subjected to sever-al vaginal examinations
outside the hospital. On admission the pulse was 84, respira-

tions 20, and temperature 980. The uterus was the size of

a thirty-eight to forty weeks' pregnancy. A face presentation was

diagnosed, the os uteri admitting four fingers. As the woman was

having good pains and the pelvic measurements were large, it was

decided to do nothing until the cervix was fuilly dilated. The

foetus was born practically to the perineum; low forceps were then

applied and a living child was extracted without any complication.
Fourteen hours after delivery the patient had a rigor lastinig

thirty minutes; the temperature went up to 103.60 and the pulse
to 140. A swab was immediately taken from the uterus and a

blood culture made.
The temperature continued to swiing daily from 1000 to 1030;

the pulse was 120 to 140. On the third day thie pathologist's report

was received: the uterine swab had yielded prolific colonies of pure

streptococci of a virulent nature; the blood culture was negative.
On the sixth day the temperature became normal and for the

remainder of the puerperium remained so, apart from four
occasions, when it rose above 1000. From the fifteenth to the
twenty-third day it remained normal and the patient was

discharged to her lhomiie.

The treatment of this case was entirely expectant and

consisted of fluids in largp quanitities, Fowler's position,
ergot, and polyvalenit antiStrel)tococcus serumii 60 c..cni. per
diem. I cannot lhell) tllinkinig that disaster would lhave
followed the introdiuctioni even of a finger, muchl miiore of a

curette (blunt or slharp), into the uiterus. Dissemination
into the blood streamii of these myriads of stireptococci woul(d
inevitably have follow-ed anly breaclh of Nature's barrier of

protective leLucocytes.
May I suggest, in conclusion, that a careful nmicroscopie

examination of the urinie in mnany cases tlhouglht to be

puerperal sepsis woould frequently reveal the plresenlce of

pus cells and the niecessity of curettage thus obviated by

large doses of p?otassium citrate?

I am indebted to Mr. Bourne for perm-iission to publisl
details of this case.

London, N.W.1.

A. MORRIS JONES, M.B., Ch.B.Vict.2
Senior Resident me,lical Officer, Queen

Charlotte's Hospital.

ACUTE INTESTINAL OBSTRUCTION CA%USED BY

DENSE ACCUMIULATION OF RXOUND-WN'ORMS.
THFE following case of acu-te initestinal obstrucetion due to a

massed collection of round-worms is of inter;est.
Mrs. S., aged 24, was admitted into the General Hospital,

Colombo, under my care at 5 p.m. on April 14th. She gave a

history of acute abdominal pain, vomiting and nausea, and con-

stipation of three days' duration. She also said that she had

vomited four round-worms. The abdomen was distended, but

moving well witlh r-espiration. On palpation there was slight
rigidity of the abdominal wall, and a doughy mass was felt in

the left half of the abdomen, and this lumnp was movable from

side to side. Her pulse was 104 and feeble, the temperature 970,
and extremities cold. A high glycerin enemila was given, but with

poor result. An operationi was decided upon, and at 7 p.m.-that

is, two hours after admission-the opeiration was done. The

abdomen was opened by a median incision, and distended coils of

intestines presented themselves. Pus and two worrms were found-
in the peritoneal cavity. The intestines from the jejuinum up to

the iliac colon were packed with round-worms, and in three places

of the intestines, each for a lengtll of 18 iniches, the worms were

very tightly packed togetlher, and the itli:estines here were solid

and looked like a well filled sausage, the gi'th of the intestines

being about that of one's arm. The lumen of the intestines in

these three places was entirely obliterated by this massed collection

of worms. It was evident that a vermifuge would not reach the

worms, so a longituidinal incision was made in each of these three

places, and I began the unpleasant performance, together with my

house-surgeon, of pulling out the wormis with for-cops, and each

forcepsful would pull out ten to twenity io'ms. This took .alf an

hour. The worms were of varying size in length and 1hickness.
It was impossible to remove all the w ormIs : 547 worms were taken

away, and I think quite another 500 must have been left behind

in parts of the intestines wlhere they wer nnot so (denselv massed

toogether. The threc iiltestinal wvoulnds were closed in ilte usual

way, and the abdominal wound closed after providing for drainage
for the peritonitis whiieh was yres"nt, and which wars due to the
passage of wormns through the intestinal wall. Th.. patient wa:-,
nursed in the Fowler position and salines oidered ihv the rectum.
Next day her puilse was 110 and temperaturc. 1'030, and she

vomited three more worms. In the evening her albd(oimen became
distended and rigid, due probably to the increasing peritonitis.
The following day she grew worse and died, deathhbeing due to
peritonitis. EX. C. AI .FS, F.R C.-S-,

Surgeon, (Gur,el.d Hospital, Colombo.

DIFFICULTIES IN DISTINGUISHING BETWEEN
FREE AND ENCYSTE1D FLUID IN THE

ABDOMINAL CAV'ITY.
IN most cases it is a comparatively easv matter to dis-
tinguish between free and eneysted fluid in the ahdomen.'
The following case illuistrates the great difficullty experienced
somiietimes when the signs are misleading.

Mrs. X, aged 71, had been suffering from diabetes for two years,
but had kept in fairly good health by careful dieting. Slhe noticed
that her abdomen, legs, and feet had become miuch swollen, so that
she was unable to walk, and she suffered from breathlessness even
when at test. This swelling and oedema came on in about a week.
The abdomen was much enlarged and projecting, more so on the
right side. Great oedema of the abdominal walf wmas present, also
more marked on the right side, but there uas no bulging of the
flanks. The buttocks, legs, and ankles were also oedematous.
The abdomen was dull to percussion, the fluctuation test was nega-
tive, and the liver could not be felt. Vaginal examination revealed
nothing abnormal. The urine, except for a race of albumin, was
normal. She was seen by two of us, wlho diagnosed ovarian cyst
with a certain amount of torsion of ilhe pedicle. This diagnosis iias
made on account of the rapid appearance of the enlargement and
its prominence on the right side, the greater oednma of the
abdominal wall on that side, and the absence of buLlging of the
flanks. A third confirmatory opinion was obtainied. Operation was
decided on, as the only means of relieving the patient, who was
now suffering from the effects of compression of lungs and heart.
Op(ratiooi.-The abdomen was opened and aboult two gallons

of serous fluid escaped. The uteruis and ovaries were normal, the
liver was enlarged and studded witlh noduiles evidently malignant;
no other growth was souight for as the patient was not doing very
well. Slhe made a good recovery, however, and the abdomen has
not filled up again.

If an accurate diagnosis had been possible it would have
saved the patient fiom the danigers enitailed by a major
operation, since relief could have been g,ivell easily and
safely by a trocar and canli-ila.
Montgomery, Wales. S. J. STEWART, M.B., D.P.H.

PARATHYROID EXTRACT IN SPRUE.
SOME notes have been r1eceived fronm Dr. D. HENNESSY, the
General Hospital, Penanig, Straits Settlements, relative to
the treatment of a case of spine by parathy-vroid extract.
He was led to make a trial of this by the reading of artileJes
by Dr. H. H. Scott, published in the BRITISH MEDICAL,
JOURNAL of December 15th, 1923 (p. 1135), and in that of
August 23rd, 1924 (p. 305). Tlie case affords a good
example of the rapidity with which the condition cleari-s
up when treatment is undertaken in the early stages of the
disease.
The patient was an American, a school teacher, aged 28,

who had been in Malaya four and a lhalf years. The
disease started in June, 1924, with diarirhloea, whiichl was
checked, but not cured, by initestinal antiseptics. There
were sometimes as many as six motions daily, bnit usually
two or three; they were liglht in colour, frotly, large, anid
bubbly. She had lost 16 lb. in weight in ten weeks before
coming to hospital, and the tonguie was sore and red at the
edges and tip. On September 3rd she passcd an " enormous,
almost white, stool." Tlhe followinig day+ slie was piut to bedl
and given milk 6 oz., with lime water 2 oz., every six
hours, and parathlyroid extract gr. 1/10 twice dailv. On
September 9th " all diarrhoea an(d discomiifort lha(l ceased:
the stool was formed and regaining colour." Six dlah-s later
(September 15th) the tongue was no lon-ger sori or red,
there was only one (normal) motion daily, and the patient
was taking chicken, eggs, milk, milk pudlding, bread-and-
butter, and tea. On the 23rd (ninleteen days after coni-
mencing the treatmenit) she left lhospital at her own request
to resume work; she was " taking a fair amouint of exercise
without fatigu,e; stools were nolrmal anid she ha(l regaine(d
weight." Shbe was told to contin-ue taking the parathivroid
once daily for an-other ten days.

I
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As it has been unable to obtain any more virulent material
the investigations of the commission have now been discon-
tinued. In their reply Frosch and Dahmen added little
that was new to the discussion. They pointed out that
the negative results of the commission could not be accepted
as anniulling their own positive results, that their own
conitr'ol cultures always remained sterile and unaltered, and
that they had had nine successful series of inoculations into
animals, two having been made in the presence of the
commission. As they were of the opinion that the situa-
tion could not be altered by mere discussion, they were
placing their material, photographs, and full details of
their technique at the disposal of the members of the
commission and any other persons interested in the
research. They themselves remiained entirely unconvinced
by the report of the commission. The high standing both
of the members of the commission and of the investigators
render " not proven " the only possible verdict for the
present. We hope that the situation will in the near
future be relieved by the work of the British committee
which, under Sir William Leishman, is investigating the
disease.

TREATMENT OF MENTAL DISEASE IN THE
EIGHTEENTH CENTURY.

IN a recent study,' mainly based on hitherto unpublished
documenits, Dr. Paul Serieux, the well known Paris
alienist, maintains that Esqiiirol's statement, made in
1835, that the insane in tihe eiglhteenth century were
regarded as inicurable and never received any rational
treatmenit, was not only erroneous but also served to lead
subsequent Wr1iters astray. In point of fact, as Dr.
S6rieux proceeds to show by quotations from Baglivi,
Boerhaave, Dionis, Morgagni, Tissot, and other contem-
porary writers, numerous works in the eighteentlh century
were devoted to the treatment of the insane, the remedies
proposed including methods still employed at the present
day, such as baths, douches, purgatives, hypnotics, electro-
therapy, etc. The necessity for the treatment of mental
disease was also realized by admiinistrators and othier
members of the educated lay public, as we learn from the
reports made by D'Argenson, head of the Paris police,
and Voltaire's Dictionnaire Philosophi.que. A great many
places for the reception of the insane were in existence in
France during the eighteenith centurv, and, although their
exact number cannot be given, they were certainly more
numerous than at present. In the majority, hlowever, the
number of inmates barely exceeded thirty, and in some
were not more than ten. In a few establishments, such
as those at Senlis, Saint-Lazare, Avignon, and the H6tel-
Dieu and Petites Maisons in Paris, their number ranged
from forty to one hundred, while in a few places the
insane population exceeded one hundred. The places
for tie reception of the insane in France during the
eighteenth century are classified by Dr. Serieux in
the following categories-namely: (1) special hospitals
for mental diseases; (2) general hospitals with special
quarter's for the insane; (3) workhouses with special
departments, as at Soissons and Beaulieu; (4) religious
establishments and houses of detention, such as those at
Senlis, Saint-Lazare, and Mont St-Michel; (5) fortresses
and State prisons, such as Vincennes and the Bastille.
Philanthropy, Dr. Serieux remarks, was never nmore highly
lhonoured, or, ilndeed, more fashionable, than at the end
of the eiglhteenth century. Between 1772 and 1785
iiunuerous planis were made for the reconstruction and re-
origanization of the Holtel-Dieu in Paris, includinig a
department for the curable insane, and the Government
appointed physicias of repute to report on the organization
of asylums andl the treatment of the insane in foreign
countries.

Asre) iLrna de, Neurologic. October. 1924.

THE JUNIOR RED CROSS.
THE junior branch of the Red Cross movemenit is said to
have had its origin in the schools of Canada in 1916, and
so popular has it proved that it now boasts a memibership of
over six million children scattered in thirty-six countries
where a Junlior Red Cross Society has been organized. The
British Red Cross has established a junior section, which
this year launiched out among schools as a movement to
promote health, to furnish help to sick and suffering
children, and to establish " a chain of service linking the
children of all lands." In his annual report for 1922 the
chief medical officer of the Board of Education, Sir George
Newman, said that " the proper way of teaching the
subject [hygiene] to children is by tlle encouragement of
healthy practices and habits," and this is one of tlle main
objects of the Junior Red Cross. Schools are enrollinig all
over the country, and educational anid medical autlholities
already testify to the value of the movement. Seven
simple health laws have been devised, wlhich members
promiso to observe; in some schools-as, for example, in
Birmingham-classes elect " healtlh officers," and courses
of lectures are alrianged on first aid, health, and home
nursing, followeed by examinations, witlh Red Cross " junior'
certificates " for successful candidates. In coninexion with
the latter schemo thlree manuals lhave beeni prepared,
following the plani of tlle well knowin Red Cross manuals
for senior students. No. 1 is on " First Aid," by C. Max
Page; No. 2 on " Nursing," and No". 3 on " Health," both
by Beatrice Agar. Mr. Max Page's book' contains a
preface by Sir George Makins, anid it forms a successful
introduction to the subject of first aid for the school child
of between 14 and 16 years of age. The theoretical aspect
is treated as simply as possible to eniable the student to have
a sound understandi.ng of the priinciples oni which practical
work is based. The nianual is divided inito two sections:
the first gives the rudiments of anatomy and iphysiology,
and the seconid describes the usual methods of dealing witl
emergencies. These manuals will be useful niot only to
Junior Red Cross members, but also as guides to those whlo
have to instruct children in hygiene.

1 British Red Cross Maniials. No. I, Junior Fiaist-Ait Mlanual. By
C. Max Page, D.S.O., M.B., M.S., F.R.C.S. London and New York
Cassell and1 Co., Ltd. 1924. (Post 8vo, pp. xii+±6; 52 figures. Is. 6d. net.)

GENERAL MEDICAL COUNCIL.

ELECTION OF DIRECT REPRESENTATIVES.

ASSOCIATION'S CANDIDATES RETURNED.
THE result of the voting in the election of four direct
representatives for England andl Wales to be members of
the General Medical Council was anniounced on November
25th as follows:

Dr. HENRY BRITTEN BRACKENBURY (Hornsey) ... 11,486
Dr. ROBERT ALFRED BOLAM (Newcastle-on-Tyne) ... 10,087
Sir THOMAS JENNER VERRALL (Leatherhead)... ... 9,620
Dr. JAMES ALEXANDER MACDONALD (Taunton) ... 9,143

Mr. Frederic Hibbert Westmacott (Manchester)... 3,310
Dr. Henry Jasper Cardale (London)... 2,953
Dr. Robert Fielding-Ould (London)... ... 2,833
Dr. Gordoni Reginald Ward (Sevenoaks) ... 2,685
Dr. Harry Frangois Devis (Bristol).... 2,580
Dr. Edward Andrew Gregg (London) ... ... 2,125
Dr. John Brown (Blackpool) ... ... ... ... 1,089

The first four-the candidates supported by the British
Medical Associationl-will be direct repr-esenitatives for five
yea lS from JanuLiary 1st, 1925. On behalf of their fellow
memnbers of the Association we congratulate Dr. Bracken2
burY, Dr. Bolam, Sir Jenner Verrall, and Dr. Macdon,,ld
on thleir success.
The direct representatives for Scotlanid (Sir Norman

Walker) and for Ireland (Dr. Leonarid Kidd)' have been
re-elected unopposed, as recorded in our issue of November
15tli.
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ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEON'S OF ENGLAND.
ANNUAL MIEETING OF FMLOWS AND MEYrBERS.

THE annual reeting of Fellows and Members of the PRoyal
College of Surgeons of England was hleld on November 20th

under the presidency of Sir JohN BLANi -SUTTON. The atteiid-
ance was larger than oIn any ocasion in recent years.

Thie first half-hour of the meeting was devoted to questionis.
Dr. RE:DMOWn ROCHEr asked how many Fellows had attended the
annual meeting in recent years. The PRESiDEN-T replied th-at
only three or four Fellows, other than members of Council, had
atten4ded on the last two occasions; it was evident that the
Fellows were so well satisfied with the management of the
College that they did not think it necessary to attend. Dr.

H. M. STRATFReD asked whether women Fellows had the same
rights and privileges men. The PsuPSMENT said that womeni
Fellows had not the right to vote, nor were they eligible for
seats on the Council. Mr. C. E. WALLIS asked whether ainy
bona-fide general practitioner holding tihe Fellowship of the
College had ever been a member of the Council. The
Pi.siaExT said that Mr. S. W. Sibley, a general pracitioner,
was a member of the Council from 1886 to 1891. There was,
however, another side to the question. Until some twenty-five
years ago surgeons in provincial practice were general practi-
tioners as well, and &ome so engaged had seats ou the Council.
The distinetion between the pure surgeon and the gen-eral
practitioner practising surgery was not then so sharp as now.
Mr. WALLIs asked further whether the Council had received
any complaint of advertising, direct or oblique, on the part of
Fellows or Members, and, if so, whether it had taken action
under Rule 16 of the College. The PRESIDENT said that iso

complaint of this nature had been received during his presidency,
nor, he tlought, during his membership of Council. The
General Medical Council, how-ever, was the more competent boldy
to take up any such cases, and tIme Coun-cil preferred to follow
the lead of the General Medical Couinicil, wh-ich had the pow-er
to call witnlesses. The College had a discipline committee w-licih
hiad dealt witlh cases of professional misconduct, thouglh not
with cases of advertising. Mr. WALLIS poinited out thlat thle
General Medical Council could not proceed without a comnplaiJnt
from an outside body, and it seemed that the Council of the
College was an appropriate body to make such a complaiint.

Dr. WV. E. A. WORLEY then moved the usual resolution,
affirming the desirability of admitting Members to direct repre-
sentation upon the Council of the College, and requesting the
President to state whether the Council had considered any
means whereby the collective views of Memibers of the College
might be ascertained oni matters affecting their iuterests. He
urged that the Council need have no fear of what would follow
an enlargement of the franchise. He could not believe that a
Council wvhich represented over 17,000 Mdembers would have le-s
(lignity than the present Council, which represented one-tenth
of that number of Fellows. On the previous occasion the
President had pointed to the smallness of the number of
MIembers attending the annual meeting as indicating the albeence

of an-y wide popular demand. But that was a wrong dedut-tion.
Members camne to the meeting from 'long distances and at coni-
siderable sacrifice of professional time; moreover, they had been
discouraged by a long successioni of official rebuffs.

Dr. M. 1. FINUCANE seconded the resolution. He declarod
thlat the CoIlege was not keeping up witlh thie times. Even the
curriculum and the standard of examination Nwere Inot all that
might be desired. He also referred to the rece-nt electilon of
direct representatives to the General Medical Council. Onlys
four such representatives were permitted on that body. h1ui
the CAuncil of the College, without any (onsultation of tlihe
Mfembers, nor probably of the Fellows either, selected its own

i epresnta±ive on the Generail Medical Council. He maintained
that the Members should have a voice in that selection, mole
especially as it was a funetion of the General Medical Coun-cil
to take disciplinary action against ainy piacti-tioiner.
Dr. REDMOND ROCHE Complained that the Council had taken

a mistaken view of the function of the College. That function.
according to the President. was to protect the public from
inefficient practitioners. The speaker submitted that any
iunction which it had in this respect in earlier years had been

supesseded by the General Medical Council. MNxly thiInigs had
happened since the Charter of 1848 was granted to the College.
The Council shielded itself behind the difficulty of altering tite
clharter when it was faced with this demaand of the MAembers.
But the charter could easily be altered if the Council wished it;
indeed, not ninny years ago, t.he Council did alter the charter
in order to allow one very distinguished person to receive the
Fellowship. In the speaJker's view the autocracy of the Council
still persisted as in Thomas Wakley's day, and although the
expressions of protest now used might be less violent, thie
feeling was just as deep-seated.

Dr. F. W. COLLINGWOOD, Dr. C. W. HAYWAkRD. and Dr. F. G.
LLOYD also spoke in support of the resolution, Wheliclh w-as put
anid carried, wiitlh onie dissentient.
The PRESIDENT said that he had no iintention of tiaversing

the statements made that day. Helhad istened most attenitively
aiLd carefullyto everytlinogthat hiad hecrii urged in favoutr of thle
resolutioni, aid be still renmained unconvinced. His views onathequestioin were set out last year, and xvere in harmoniy wvith those
of his predecessors. He did, however,ewishto reiterate that it
was onie of tlie difliculties of the Council that the Society of
Members did not disloce particulars of its membership, and
therefore the Council was unable tojudge as to the feelinig of
the Members apart from their presence at the annual meeting.
The Council did not know how far the forty or fifty who were
present at the ainnual meeting could speak in the name of a

colUNctive body of 18,000. Those present had no mandate,
apparently, from the general body of members, and the Society
of Members furnished nsostatistics.

Dr. RoclE said that he was not aware that the President or

Council had ever asked for information of that kind. The
PRESIDENT said that it had been asked for repeatedly. Dr.
ROCHE said that attentioni had already been drawn to the fact
that there was a disposition in official quarters to use statistics
ulnfairly. It wvould be idle to suppose ihat the Society of
Members included all the Members of thie College. In the van

of every movemenit there were energetic men who gave time
and trouble to its furltherance, and hi.s Society claimed to
embrace tlhose.
The PRESIDENs ; What we really want to know is the numiber of y-our

srembeis.
Dr. ROCHE: It excee&s the number of Fellows who toted in the Council

eleetion-it runs into four figures.
The PRSW.=N: Wec do not get it even now.

The President added that he could assure those present that
the Royal College of Surgeons was never in a better position
numerically or financially than to-day, and therefore the Society
of Members need be unider no misgivings as to its welfare.
Some of those present desired to put further questionis, anid

one made a protest, hut the President declared the meetinig
closed.

We h-ave received the following letters with reference to the
meetinig reported above :

Sit,-The annual general meeting of the Fellows and Menberlsof the Royal College of Sutgeons was attended by about sevenity
Merbers and tao Fellows (not countinig the President and four
members of Council). There were also about half a dozen lady
members, who were relegated to a lofty gallery and not allowed
to -speak or vote.
The case for thie Membe-rs, who claim the riglht to seats on tlle

Council, was forcibly and unanswerably put by several of them.
Of whlat use was it? The President stood firm for the status qeuo
and twitted Members on the small attendano last year. What
wonder? Why waste time and money on such a farce? Tie
unlinited -control by the Fellows, who only provide about onie-fiith
of the income, was gaim-ed, about eighty years ago, by fraud,
according to the Laoct of tihat date. Cannot the British Meclical
Associationi do sometbing to help the agitation for commoni soeie
aiid justice, which an easily ma-le chanige in the charter would
bhing about?-! am, etc.,
London, WV., Nov. 20tl. S. F. LLOWA'.

SIR,-May T pui-t before you a few reasons wlhy it wouild be
advisable, botth in the interest of the public and of the medical
professioin, for the 17,000 Members of the Royal College of Surgrons
of England to have some representation on the Council of thri'.
College?

1. Menmbers of the College in large numbers are doing both rriajor
and minor suigefy in the provincial and cottage hospita'I of Great
Britain and also a comiderable amount of the surgery in our Over-
seas Dominis. They know the diffieulties that c4onfrout them in

their different spheres, and it would be a distinct advantage, both
to the public and to tlie science and art of medicine, that tihey
slhould be giveni a voice o(n the Council of the College.

2. The National Health Insurance Acts came into being som-

ten years ago, but no word of guidanee or advice came from tie
College; but it is hilh1y probable that within a short time we

shlall have t4e surgical staff of teachiVg hopitals being offered paid
positions under those Acts. The workings of these Acts are well
known to maniy inembers of the College, aud it would be of great
assitanee to the College anid to the healtb of the nation if their
special knowledge was at the service of th' Council.

3. The F'ellowship Examinationi has been opeied to women, but,
lhaving obtainied the diploma of Fellow, they are not permitted to
vote or allowed a seat on the Council. This is both unfair and
unsuortsrnanlike: either exclude them from the diploma altogetker
or, if admittinig tbem, grant them the same advantages ihat are

alIowed to men.
4. The Council does not appear tO take any action against those

of its FellJowxs oro Mlgembers who may suppor-t or encouriiage the
,various classes of uinqualilied persous, bonie-setteirs and tile like
who, trading upoi this ssupport and recogniiion, and being fre,e it
advertie, are placed in a inuch motr advantage.ous positjion for
obot.aining clients than theolrthodox registered medical prattitioner,
wlho com,es un-lei the strict supervision of tbe General Mefienl
Counicil. Incidentally it is becoming increasingly mcire difficult for

I
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thle public to distinguishi between thle qualified practitioner and

the unquialified.
Surely, Sir, it is high time that a few level-headed, common-

sensed general practitloners lhad seats on the Council, and an

oppoitunity of exercising some control over the affair s of their

College.-I am, etc., T O T -

London, Ni., 'Nov. 20tlh.
HOWARD M. ,STRATFORD, FR.C.S.Edin.,

M.R.C.S.Eng.

SIR,-Year after year I liad received intimations fiom the

Society of Fellows and Membeis," iiotifying the aniiiiial meetiig,
and year after year say it to my shame) these notices, as they

came, had been dropped into my waste-paper basket. Wlhat

need was there," said a pliable conscience, '*to make any clhange
in the Couniicil of the College?" " Was it iiot composed of Fellows

who kniew their business well and could be depended on to carry

out theii- duties in the most efficienit manner?" "Most certainly,"
was the i'eply. " It is quite true that some of the Members (not

being graduates of any university) miglht suffer disabilities in com-

parison with graduates of provincial, Welsh, and Scottish univer-

sities, but, after all, this doesni't affect me, as laappen to be a

graduate of one of our oldest universities." Suich is the selfish way

we arc-ue. If we happen to be top-dog, let the uinder-dog take hiis
clhanice. Is this twentietlh-century moiality'

I attenided the meeting for the first time this year. Speeclhes

were delivered, many of them distinguished more by their earnest-

ness tlhaii their eloquence, but they all lhad one tlhing in common-

namely, tlme elemental pi'inciple of justice. Was it might that some

16,000 Membeis, whose fees mainly supported the College, rhould

hlave nio voice whatsoevei' in its governanice? S;hould the rights of

goveinmenit be solely vested in some 1,700 Fellowss? What ould

democratic Britain tbink of this if she kniew?
lThe President of the College did not, in m)y hearing, answer

tliat part of the resolutioni-as to wlhetlher hlis Couincil had seriously
considered anly means w-liatever whleieby the collective views of

Membeis of the College might be ascertainied, on matters affecting

tlieii' iiiterests as Members. He aimply stated in a few words that

tlhe College was well, managed and floui'ishecl in a N-ay it had niever
done befor-e aind he could see nio iieed foi' any alteration. Tlhere

wsas niothing niore to be said. Time guillotitie lhad descended. Auto-

ciacyv was sn pireme.-I amii, etc,.
London, N.8, Nov. 21st. T. WILSONs PARaY.

SIR,-The very inadequate reply of the President of the College

at the recent aiinual meeting of Fellows and Members was

apparently based upon the assumption- that time meeting was com-

p)osed of members of the "S ociety of Members," whereas but a
fraction of that society was present, and in spite of that fact

the resolution was cari'ied n'im. cwn. in the largest meeting since

the waar. Tihis shows clearly that the opinioin of those Members

of the College who were present at this meeting is absolutely in

favoour of the representation of Members' interests on the Council
of the College. The President made much of the so-called small

number present, approximately seventy, but said nothing of the

thlirty-six years of discouragement that undoubtedly keeps down

the attendance and leads the less persistent to think that the

Council of the College will never consent even to consider their

jtust claims.
It should be noted that oni the postcard sent out bv the

Society of Members " it is stated that the said society ls not

out for itself in any way whatever, and that it does not seek

representation for itself, but does claim that Membem's of the

College, as such, should have reasonable irepresentation upon the

Council of the College in order that their interests may be safe-

guarded and advanced.-I am, etc.,

London, Nov. 25th.

C. E. WALLIS.

UNIVERSITY OF LONDON.
AT

a meeting of the 1ienate, held on November 19th, with the

Vice-Cliancellor (Proressor E. A. Gardter, Litt.D.) in the chair,
Dr. F. L. Hopwood was appoinited as from October1st, 1924, to the

University Chair of Physics teniable at St. Bartholome-"'s Hos-

pitalMedical College. The title ofReader in Human Embryology
in the University was conferred on Dr. R. J. Gladstone in respect
of the post held by him at King's College. Dr. G. V. Anrep,
D.Sc., was awarded the William Julius Mickle Fellowship, of the
va.lue of£200, for 1925 in respect of the work which he has carried

out duritng the past five years in experimental physiology. MIr.
H. L. Eason, C.B., C.M.G., M.D., M.S., was appointed to represent

thie University on the General Medical Council.
A public lecture by Sir Gregory Foster on" The University of

Londlon: what it is and what it maybe," has been arrauned by

the XXth Century Society of London Graduates. By permission
of the director, Sir William Beveridge, the lectpirewill be delivered
nt the London School of Economics and Poiitical Sc ence, Kings-
wvay, on Thursday, December 4th, at 8.15 p.m. Admission is free
anadno tickets are reqiniired.
The following candidates have been approved at the examination

indicated:
DIPLOMA IN PSYCHOLOGICAL MEDICINE (with special knowled7ge of

P8ychs itrp).-W. McWilliam, T. P. Rees; (with special knowledge of

MetntalDeficienc-) G. F. Cobb, Anne Fairweather.

UNIVERSITY COLLEGE.
Fifteen entrance scholarships and exhibitions are available for

award to students entering University College, London, in October,
1925. Three are tenable in any of the five College Faculties-Arts,
Laws, Science, Engineering, Medical Sci*wnces-or in the School of

Architecture. Two are tenable in the Faculty of Arts only, one in

the Faculty of Science, one in the Faculty of Engineering, one in

the Faculty of Laws, tbree in the Faculty of Medical Sciences, two
in the School of Architecture, and one in the School of Librariani-ship. Most of the scholarships and exhibitions are of the value of£40 a year for three years, but the value of any scholarship- or
exhibition may be increased by the grant of a supplementary
bursary if the circumstances of the scholar or exhibitioner make
such a grant necessary. The Bucknill Scholarship (Medical) is of
the value of 160 guineas; the two medical exhibitions are of the
value of 55 guineas each.

LONDON INTER-COLLEGIATE SCHOLARSHIPS BOARD.
THIRTEEN medical entrance scholarships and exhibitions of anl
aggregate total value of £1,473, tenable in the Faculty of Medicat
Sciences of University College and King's College, and in the
medical schools of King's College Hospital, University College
Hospital, the London Hospital, and the London (Royal FreeHospital) School of Medicine for Women, will be offerel.
The examinations for medical scholarships will commence on
April 21st and June 30th, 1925. Full particulars and entry forms
may be obtained from the secretary of the Board, Mr. S. C.
Ranner, M.A., the Medical School, King's College Hospitil,
Denmark Hill, London, S.E.5.

SOCIETY OF APOTHECARIES OF LONDON.
THE following candidates have passed in the subjects indicated:
SURGERaY.-A. J. Fraser, L. Freeman, C. H. Mason, K.'Samaan, Y. S.

Wan, H. Winstanley,
MFDICINE.-A. J. M. Davies, M. Murad, Y. S. Wan.
FORENSIC MEDICINE.-S.W. Cuff, L. Freeman, Y.S. Wan, D. Winstanley.
MIDWIFERY.-C. L. Copeland, B. Davis, J. Dywien, L. Freeman,

A. Kaplan, C. H. Mason, C. C. Taffs, Y. S. Wan.
The diploma of the Society has been granted to Messrs. A. J.

Fraser and Y. S. Wan.

THE annual Sheffield medical dinner will be held at the
Royal Victoria Hotel on Thursday, December 11th, at 7.15
for 7.45 p.m. Itis open to members of the profession to bringmnedical guests. Dr. H. B. Brackenbury, Chairmlan of the
Representative Body of the British Medical Association, has
accepted an invitation to respond to the toast of the medical
profession. It is hoped that all muedical practitioners in the
district will be able to be present. Application for ticklets
(price 12s.6d.) should be made immediately to the honorary
secretary, Dr. J. Eric Stacey, 2, Durham Road, Sheffield.
THE Scottish Women's Hospitals' Association of the Royal

Free Hospital, Gray's Inn Road, will hold its annual meetina
at the hospital to-day (Saturday, November 29th), at 3 p.m.
The spealiers will include Sir John Lynn-Thomas and Six
Jamies Purves-Stewart.
A FESTIVAIL dinner in aid of St. Thomas's Hospital will be

held under the patronage of the Lord Mayor at the Mansion
Houise, London, on Wednesday, December 10th, at 7.30 p.m.
THE aunual dinner of the Medico-Legal Societysvill be held

at the Holborn Restaurant, London, on Friday, Decemnber
12th, at 7.15 p.m.

SIR STCLAiR THOmSoN has been appoiuted Emeritu.s
Pirofessor of Laryigology at King's College, London, and
consulting surgeon for diseases of the throat and nose at
King's College Hospital.
THE Finlayson Memorial Lectures of the Royal Faculty of

Phlysicianis and Surgeons of Glasgow were delivered on

November 20th and 24th by Sir Leonard Rogers, F.R.S. His
general subject was " Pathological evidence bearing oi

disease incidence in Calcutta," the first lecture dealing withl
disease in general and the second with simple anid mialignant
tumiours.
THE Royal Commission on Lunacy and Mental Disorder

w-ill meet at 5, Old Palace YardL, Westmiinster, S.W., on
Tuesday, December 2nd, and Wednesday, December 3rd, at
10.30 a.m.

THE consulting and active staff of St. John's Hospital,
Leicester Square, together with the staff of lecturers at the
London School of Dermatology attached, have subscribed for

a lecture desk, with a suitable inscription plate, which has
been placed in the theatre in memory of their friend and
colleague Sir Malcolm Morris, wlho was a member of the
consulting staff at the time of his death in February last.
A COURSE of five lectures on modern bacteriological tech-

inique will be giveni by Mr. F. W. Twort, Superintendent of
the Brown Institution, in the theatre of the Royal College
of Surgeons of England,. Lincoln's Inn Fields, W.C., on

December 11th, 12th, 15th, 16th, and 17th, at 4 p.m.
Admission to the lectures is free without ticket.
AT the meeting of the Institution of Sanitary Engineers on

December 3rd, at 7.30 p.m., at Caxton Hall, Westminster,
a discussion on house drainage, with special reference to the
intercepting trap,will be opened by MLr. H. A. Roechling.
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THE Hunterian Society of London will hold a dinner
meeting at Simpson's Restaurant, Cheapside, on December
15th, at 7.30 p.n., when a discuission on headache will be
opened from different aspects by Dr. C. 0. Hawthorne, Mr.
Wilfred Trotter, and Dr. Bernard Hart. The prograimme for
1925 includes Hunterian lectures by Mr. G. Grey Turner on
"Perforation of gastric and duodenal ulcers, and after," and
by Dr. H. Letheby Tidy on IAngio-haemic anaemia" ; and
a discussion on the use and abuse of drugs to be opened by
Professor W. E. Dixon and Dr. H. H. Dale.
THE eleventh lecture on cancer, open to mnembers of the

profession, and arranged by the Fellowship of Medicine, will
be given at 5.30 p.m., at 1, Wimpole Street, on December 1st,
by Mr. H. J. Paterson, on cancer of the stomach. The Royal
Northern Hospital, jointly- with the Royal Chest Hospital,
has arranged a two weeks' intensive course in medicine,
surgery, and the special departments, which commences on
December 1st. On the same date, at the Infants Hospital, a
two weeks' course in diseases of infants begins, and also at
the Hospital for Diseases of the Skin, Blackfriars, a fortnight's
course in dermatology, including venereal clinics. The courses
arranged for January relate to cardiology, neurology, ophthal-
tnology, psychological medicine, and urology; there -will be
also another two weeks' intensive course In medicine, surgery,
and the special departments. Copies of the syllabuses of these
zourses and the programme of intensive and special courses
from January to June, 1925, may be obtained from the
Secretary to the Fellowship of Medicine, 1, Wimpole
Street, W.1.
PROFESSOR BERGONIB has presented to the Bordeaux Faculty

of Medicine the sum of 100,000 francs for the construc-
tion and installation of an institute in connexion with the
cancer campaign. It is reported that Professor Bergonie is
gravely ill as the result of cancerous lesions resulting from
x rays. Two years ago amputation of the right arm was
performed, and subsequently three fingers of the left lhand
were removed. The disease has, however, steadily advanced.
MR. LEWIS MACKENZIE, F.R.C.S., has been made a freeman

of the borough of Tiverton and presented with a substantial
cheque, in recognition of his long public service to the town,
where he has practised as a medical man, and to the county
of Devon, of which he is a councillor. The vellums embody-iug the freedom were beautifully illuminated.
DR. JOHN B. DUFF, on his retirement after more tlhan

thirty years' practice at Helensburgh, has been presented by
his friends and patients with a silver casket containina an
illuminated address together with a cheque for £150.
THE council of the R6ntgen Society has decided to present

the Rontgen Award for the session 1923-24 to Mr. L. H.
Clark, M.Sc., Physics Department, Middlesex Hospital, who
contributed to the society during the session papers on a
clinical x-ray balance radiometer and on the measurement of
x-ray intensity.
THE secondcl Pan-Russian Congress for Combating Venereal

Disease will be lheld at Kharkoff in December.
A NEW bi-monthly journal, the Radiologic'al Reviewv, has

been published in Quincy, Illinois, and is devotd to the
progress of radiology, with special' reference to the require-
ments of the general practitioner. The first number includes
original articles on the x-ray diagnosis of endocrine diseases
and the x-ray treatment of whooping-cough. A considerable
amount of space is given to abstracts from various medical
journals.
THE first number of the Indian Veterinary Journal, the new

quarterly publication of the All-India Veterinary Association,
containas a review of the presidential address delivered at
the second All-India Veterinary Conference in March, and an
account of the subsequent proceedings. Among the articles
in this number are papers on rat-bite fever in dogs, spiro-
chaetosis in fowls, and diropsy in elephants.
THE Japanese Governmnent has decided to allot £200,000 for

the establishment of aa Institute for Natural Science inShanghai. The research work in the instittite vill include
several branches of pathology, anatomy, bacteriology, para-
sitology, serology,' and Chinese pharnmacology. 'A yearly
grant of £50.000 is to be made. It is hoped that the institute
will be completed within three years.
THE part of the Annual Report of the Ministry of Health

for 1923-24 which deals with town planning has been pub-
lished separately. Copies may be purchased, price 6d.,directly from the Stationery Office at Adastral House,Kingsway, London, W.C.2; 28, Abingdon Street, London,S.W.1; Yo-k Street, Manchester; 1, St. Andrew's Crescent,Cardiff; or 120, George Street, Edinburgh; or through any
bookseller.
MWALARIA shows an increasing tendenlcy to spread in- the

Caucasus. According to recent returns, out of two and a half
million inhabitants in the Republic of Azerbaijan, one and a
half million are suffering from the disease.
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QUERIES AND ANSWERS.

INCOME TAX.
"J. H. A." is a salaried officer and inquires what allowances are
due (a) for use of his car, (b) for purchase of instruments, and
(c) for subscription to the Mledical Defence Union.

*** (a) The sum allowable is the amount actually expended on
the running and upkeep of the car and attributable to the neces-
sary and exclusive use of the car in the performance of the duties
of the office. The best way to deal with the matter is to keep a,
record of expenditure and also of mileage, distinguishing in the
latter case between private and professional use of the cart
Where such figures cannot be produced the matter is one fot
such estimates as cad be reasonably substantiated. A mileage
rate is, we believe, rarely allowed-so much depends on local
circumstances, etc.; but "J. H. A." might come to some arrange.
ment at from, say, 4d. to 6d. a mile on giving an undertaking
that future claims shall be based on carefully kept records.
(b) The original cost of instruments is capital outlay and cannot
be allowed; if he is required by the terms of his engagement to
provide his own instruments, the cost of renewvals is allowable.
(e) The subscription is allowable if the above-mentioned terms
require him to be a member, but not otherwise.

Change in Nature of WVork. Instruments.
"G. W." was in general practice but doing also a fair amount of
general surgery, but has now restricted his professional work to
that of a consulting surgeon ; he did not sell any portion of his
general practice. - He inquires also as to the treatment of
expenditure on surgical instruments..

+** The question is whether now that "G. W." hag ceased to
do general practice work he can eliminate from his receipts those
relating to such work and return his surgical fees only. The
matter is not entirely free from doubt, but in our opinion that
would not, be correct, aid -a claim-on those linles-would not be
likely to succeed. It is not as if hie lhad changed his profession
on the facts stated he has onily changed from one branch to
another of the same professiol- anid that without, apparently,
changing his professional address. With regard to the instru-
ments the position is that; a surgeon is entitled to charge as a
professional expense the cost of replacinig worn out or obsolete
instruments, but not of improving or enlarging his equipment,;
if, for instance, an instrument costing£5 is scrapped and replaced
by a bctter one at a net cost of £7 10s., then only £5 can be charged.

MEDICAL SUBSCRIPTIONS AND INCOME TAX RETURNS.
DR. JAMES NEAL, General Secretary of the Medt ical Defence Union,
49, Bedford Square, W.C.1, writes: It was stated in your issue
of August 30th last (p. .91) that deductions were allowed in the
case of subscriptions to various medical societies, but that the
position of the Medical Defence Union in this respect had not
been actually determined. I am directed to in:orm you tihat at
the last meeting of the council of the Medical Defence Unio-n
a letter was received front the Board of Inland Revenue sitating
that the Board will offer nO objectionl to the allowance or the
annual subscriptions to the Union- as anl expense in the com-
putation of the professional profits foWr income taxr purpoxses of
members who are assessable under Schedlule D of the Inc:ome
Tax Act, 1918.


