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BATH AND BRISTOL BRANCII: ANNUAL MEETING. f
THE annual meeting of this Branch was held at the Philosophical In. ai

stitution, Bristol, on July i ith, at 4-50 I.m. The chair having been
taken by J. S. BARTRUMX, Esq., P'resident for the past year, the mintutes of u
the last annual meeting were read by the Bath secretary, Mr. Fowler,
and confirmed. MIr. Bartrum then resigne(d the chair to R. WV. Cox, .
F.R.C.S., P'resi(lent for the ensuing year, who delivered an address.

Dr. DAVEY proposed, and Mr. SKEATE seconded, the following rso-t
lution, which was carriedl by acclamation :-" That the thanks of this t]
meeting be given to Mr. Coe, for his address."

Reps't of Co'uncil.-The Bristol secretary, Mr. Steele, theni read the
following Report of Council:- I
"The Council of the Bath and Bristol Branch of the British Medical

Association have again the pleasure of meeting their fellow associates, t

and of reporting that this Branch continues to carry out efficiently the
purposes, professional and scientific, for the furtherance of which it was
originally formed.

" The Branch has during the past year sustained the loss of seventeen
members; sixteen by removal and resignation, and one from the lament-.
able deathl of Air. Shirley E. Voolmer, who fell a sacrifice to typhus
contracted in the discharge of his duties as a Poor-law meclical officer.
Although lie had been but few years among us, he had gained the high
esteem of miiany professional brethren, and won the confidence and
affection of the neighbourhood in which he practised. Fourteen new ,
members lhavc been elected during the past year; and ouir niumnber yowy
is 149.

" The plan of holding six ordinary meetings during the year gives
perfect satisfaction ; the attendances have been large, the papers abui-.
dant and valuable, and the discussions and remark-s well sustained."
(Here followed a list of nineteen papers read during the year; the

titles of which have been already given in the JOURNAL.]
" The followin'g statement of accounts shows a balance still dute to the

secretaries:
Intcottme.-Subscriptions and arrears, 424: 6: o* due to secretaries on

December 31st, i866, Z3 : 19: I I ; total £28::5. 1.

Expenditure.-Due to secretaries on December 31st, 1865, £4, 9 8;
hire of rooms, etc., 1to: iS; printing, Z6 : 12 ; postage, £5 : 3 3
sundries, £1 :6 ; total 28 : : 1 I.

"I The members will observe, from the present statement of accounts,
that, in consequence of the number of meetings having becn increased
from four to six, the expenses of the Branch have proportionally in-
creased ; and to meet the deficiency youir Couiicil recommend that the
annual suibscription should be raised from 3s. 6d. to 4s. ; a small addi-
tion to wlhich they feel the members will readily accede.

" Your Council rejoice that the present Government, in introducing a
Bill to amend the Representation of the People, had recognised the
claims of the universities of the kingdom to a more extended re resenta-
tion. As the universities to which it is proposed to give members con-
tain a large number of medical graduates, there is some prospect that
the profession will eventually be better represented in Parliament than it
is at present.
" In accordance with the resolution passed at the first ordinary meeting

of the past sesion, a memorial to the Government, signed by the pre.
sident, retiring president, and the two secretaries, has been sent, urging
the claims of the sisters of the late Dr. Snow to ani annuity on account
of the great beiiefit arising from his investigations in cholera and
chloroform.
" At a special geiieral meeting held on January 24th, 1867, the rule

determining the mode of election vas altered to the following: ' That
any gentleman wishing to join this Branch shall be proposedl and
seconded at any ordinary meeting; his christian and surname, residence,
and professional titles, being givels in writing to the secretaries. The
circular convening the subsequent meeting, at which the ballot shall take
place, shall contain the above particulars, together with the names and
residences of his proposer and seconder, and shall be circulated at least
ten clear days before such meeting. If one black ball in every ten votes
be found, the chairman shall declare the candidate not elected. The
ballot-box slhall be so placed that no person shall know how another
person votes.'

"Your Coutncil cannot lose this opportunity for urging the great
claims of the 'Medical Benevolent Fund upon your consideration * and
with pleasure record the kind act of one member, who forwarded,
immediately on receiving it, his portion of the balance of the AMedical
Provident Socicty's funds ; and hope that other gentlemen may be in-
duced to follow his excellent example.

" The scrutineers appointed by your Council to examine the ballot
apers for filling up the vacancies in the Council, report the following to
ave been electedl: Bath: WV. J. Church, Esq., F. Mason, Esq., T.
;. Stockwell, Esq., R. N. Stone, Esq., and James Tunstall, M.D.
Irisho?: F. Brittan, M.D., J. G. Davey, MI.D., C. Leonard, Esq.,
1id C. Smerdon, Esq."
Resohitions.-The following resolutions were proposed, and carried

nanimously.
i. Moved by Dr. HERAPATH, seconded by Mr. C. H. COLLINS:

'That the Report of Council now read, be received and adopted."
2. Moved by Dr. TUNSTALL, and seconded by Mr. MASON: "That,

he finances of the Branch not having been sufficient for the payment of
the expenses of six meetings during the year, the contribution to the
Branch expenses be in fiuture 4s. instead of 3s. 6d."

3. Moved by Dr. FAI.CONER, and seconded by Mr. MORGAN: "That
Robert N. Stone, Esq., be elected presidlent-elect for the ensuing year."

4. Proposed by Dr. E. L. Fox, and seconded by Mr. GAINE: "That
the best thanks of the Branich are due, and be presented to Mr. Bar.
tmm, for his able conduct in the chair, and to the members of the
Council of the past year, for their management of the affairs of the
Branch."

5. Proposed by Mr. BARTRUlI, and seconded by Dr. MARSHALL:
"That the best thanks of the Branch are due, and be presented to
Messrs. R. S. Fowler, and C. Steele; anid that they be requested to
continule their services as honorary secretaries for the ensuing year."

Representatives in thte Genteoal C'rnncil.-The following gentlemen
were electel representatives of the Branch on the General Council of the
Association: J. Beddoe, MA.D., W. J. Chuirch, Esq., W. Mitchell
Clarke, Esq., R. WV. Coe, Esq., J. G. Davey, M.D)., H. Marshall,
AL.D., Horace Swete, Esq.

Aineudment of the Akdical Act.-A resolution was moved by Dr.
FALCONER, seconded by Dr. HERAPATH, and carried unanimously, to
the effect that a committee be appointed to draw up a petition to both
Houses of Parliament in support of the amendment of the Medical Act.
Mr. BARTRUM proposed, and Dr. TUNSTALL seconded, that the

committee consist of Mr. Coe, Dr. Falconer, Dr. Herapath, Dr. Davey,
and Mr. Bartrum.

Ameudmienti of &wifitry Ltws.-It was proposed by Dr. FALCONER,
seconded1 by Mr. FOwIEF;R, anid carried unanimously: " That the com.
mittee appointed in Mlay 1866, to consider the resolution of the com.
mittee of council with reference to the sanitary laws, be reappointed, to
draw up a petition for the amendment of the sanitary laws." The
name of Dr. Falconer vas added to the committee, which consisted of
I)r. Brittan, Dr. Davey, Dr. Martyn, Dr. lIerapath, Mr. Davies, and
Mr. Steele.
Diinner.-The annual dinnier was held at the Voluniteer Club at half.

past six o'clock, R. V. Coe, Esq., President, in the chair. Nearly
forty members and visitors were present, includiing the mayor of Bristol.
Dr. Symonids, vice-president of the Association, Dr. Falconer, treasurer
of the Association, etc. The usual loyal and professional toasts were
given anid responded to.

YORKSHIRE BRANCH: ANNUAL MEETING.
THE annual meeting of the Branch was held at the Aledical Institution,
Sheffield, on Thursday, July 26th, when the President, J. C. HALL,
M.D., Sheffield, presided. There was a large attendance of members
and visitors.

AWtw AIcenbers. -The following new members of the Association and
of the Branch were elected:-F. T. Griffiths, M.D.; K. Wilson, M.D.;
C. Elam, M.D.; J. Walker, Esq.; W. F. Favell, Esq.; R. Hewer,
Esq.; (. 'Moseley, Esq.; W. H. Booth, Esq.; A. Jacksoni, Esq. (Shef-
field); T. C. Allbutt, M.D. (Leeds); T. G. Smith, Esq.; V. Staw.
man, Esq. (Barnsley); J. B. Pritchett, Esq. (Huddersfield); W.
Pritchard, Esq. ; Dr. Saville (East Retford): Dr. Wilson (Clay Cross);
J. Crowther, Fsq. (Rotherlham); \V. Haxworth, Esq. (Kirkby Over.
blow); G. Browning, Esq. (Outbridge).

Rqtort of Couneil.-The Secretary read the following report:-
"The Council of the Yorkshire Branch of the British Medical Associa-

tion desire to congratulate the members on again, after an interval of
four years, assembling in Sheffield. The value of their annual gather.
ings in different towns in the county, not only as a means of promoting
social and friendly intercourse amongst the members of the profession
practising in the counitry, but also as a means of strengthening the Asso.
ciation and increasing the number of its members, is evidenced by the fact

that, on this occasion, we have to record an addition of nineteen new
members to our ranks: and, although this is no doubt mainly due to
the exertions and good-will of our President-elect (Dr. Hall), yet we
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must feel that in all probability that energy would not have been evoked
had it not been for the fact that the meeting was held in his own
neighbourhood.
"Your Council have for many years felt that the number of York-

shire members of the Association is not equal to that of other counties,
when the extent and population of the county is considered, an(d they
desire to suggest to the meeting as a fit subject for discussion the best
means of increasing the number of Yorkshire membersm The adlmirable
manner in which the JOURNAL is conducted, and the extent anid variety
of information contained in it, ought to be a sufficienit inducement to
members of the profession to seek admission into our ranks.

"There are few, if any, topics of professional interest calling for obser-
vation from your Council; they have noticed with satisfaction the passing
of Mr. Hardy's Metropolitan Poor Bill, and they tnrst that the improved
position of the Poor-Law Medical Sciencc in London will speedily be
followed by like reforms in the provinces.
"One other question may be worthy of consideration: many members

of the profession feeling that in the Mtedical Council but few interests
are represented but those of the medical corporations, and. feelinig that
these are not always identical with those of the great body of the pro.
fession, have set on foot a movement whereby it is sought to obtain for
the profession at large a representation in that body. The question is
still in its infancy; but, nevertheless, your Counicil feel that it involves
many grave questions affecting the welfare of the profession, and they
deem it well worthy of the coissideration of the Association.
"Your Council desire to record their thanks to Mr. B. Dodsworth for

the services he has rendered to the Branch as its President, and their re-
gret that ill health has deprived them of the benefit and pleasure of his
presence.
"Your Council cannot conclude their report, assembling as they do

in the town of Sheffield, without again expressing their regret at the
loss they have sustained br the death of Mr. H. Jackson, and their
sympathy with their professional friends in Sheffield.
"The Council would recommend that Dr. Heaton of Leedls be elected

President for the years I868 and 1869, Leeds being, in accordance with
the accustomedl rotation, the next place of meeting."
NextAnnual Aftingh -It was resolved, that the next annual meeting

should be held at Leeds, J. D. Heaton, M.D., being the President-elect.
The Medical Cozincil.-The following resolution, moved by Mr. Iius-

nAND (York), and seconded by Mr. J. WALKER (Sheffield), was, after
some discussion, ado pted-" That this Branch approves of the efforts
now being made by the Committee of Council to procure a fair repre-
sentation of the profession in the Medical Council, in the amended Bill
now under consideration."

Council of the Branch-. The following members of the Association
were elected to form the Council of the Branch for the ensuing year:
B. Dodsworth, Esq.; WV. D. Huisband, Esq.; H. Keyworth, Esq.; W.
Matterson, M.D.; G. Shann, M.D.; C. Williams, M.D. (York); C.
Chadwick, M.D.; J. D. Heaton, M.D.; WV. Hey, Esq.; S. Hey, Esq.;
T. Nunneley, Esq.; S. Smith, Esq.; T. P. Teale, Esq. (Leeds); J. H.
Aveling, M.D.; W. Favell, Esq.; J. C. Hall, M.D.; J. Haxworth,
Esq. (Sheffield); J. Ness, Esq. (Helmsley).

Representatives in the General Coureil.-J. C. Hall, M.D.; J. D.
Heaton, M.D.; W. 1). Husband, Esq.; X. Matterson, AMD.; T. Nun-
neley, Esq.; T. P. Teale, Esq.; C. GL. Wheelhouse, Esq.; S. WV. North,
Esq. (secretary); were clected.
Seeretar).-Mr. S. WV. North of Yorkvwas re-elected Secretary.
Cormmunnications.-. Dr. GREENHOW (Leeds) read a paper on Vac-

cination, in which he advocated the claims of vaccination, and com-
bated the various objections that had been, and were, urged against it.
The author also made some observations on the most efficient methods
for carrying out public vaccination.

2. Dr. AVELING (Sheffield) exhibited several new an(d modified Ob-
stetrical Instruments; and introduced for discussion the question, Is it
expedient for medical practitioners to patent surgical instruments ? The
author disapproved of the practice; and, after some discussion, the fol-
lowing resolution-moved by Dr. CHADWICK (Leeds), and seconded
by Mr. NORTH (York)-was unanimously adopted-" That this meet-
ing condemns the patenting, by any medical or surgical practitioner,
of any instrument or medical preparation of which he may be the
originator. "

3. Mr. T. P. TEALI., jun. (Leeds), described the Endoscope, anld re-
ported several cases where the diagnosis had been materially facilitated
by its use.

Votes of Thanks to the retiring President and to the authors of papers,
etc., having'been passed, the meeting separated.
Dinner. -4Nearly forty members and visitors sutbsequently dined toge-

ther at the 'v ictoria Hotel.

REPORTS OF SOCIETIES.
OBSTETRICAL SOCIETY OF LONDON.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 5TH, I867.
JOHN IIALL DAVIS, President, in the clhair.

NINETEEN gentlemen were elected Fellows of the Society.
Specimens. Dr. BIRUNTON exhibited a Placenta, the subject of ex-

treme fatty degeneration. Parturition had occurred shortly after the
end of the seventh month.

Dr. F. WEBB exhibited a specimen of Hydatiniform Degeneration of
the Ovum.

Mr. ROBERT ELLIS exhiibited a new Expanding Spectlum for opera-
tions on the cervix uteri. It was, he said, a bivalve speculum of the
ordinary figure, and lighter, shorter, and handier to use than any of the
present instruments. Its peculiarity consisted in an extraordinary
capacity for dilating the external parts without injury, so as to give the
surgeon completc command over the vaginal canal and the cervix and
lower part of the uterus. This was effected by the separation of the
blades by means of a rack and pinion, while at the same time there
was the ordinary power of expansion at the distal end of the instrument.
The instrument was manufactured for the autlior by Messrs. Meyer and
Metzler, and had, Mr. Ellis said, in his hands proved most successful in
a variety of difficult operations; in its command over the vaginal canal,
moreover, and in the full viewv of the cervix it afforded, it far sur-
passed the duck-bill speculum, while it dispensed with the need of an
assistant.

Mr. ROBERT ELLIS also exhibited a self-holding Tenaculuii, for
operations on the uterts. This instrument consistedl of a double hook
of a peculiar curve mountel on a metal handle. In a slot up this
handle a blunt hook, intended to catch over the edge of the speculum,
moved to and fro by a milled screw at the bottom. The double hook
was fastened into one of the lips of the cervix, and the blind hook in
the handle was then screwed gently up and down until it had caught in
the e(dge of the speculum. The cervix was thus held perfectly steady,
and might even be drawn down some distance inito the speculum if
the screw were carefully and gently workeed, without the least injury or
pain.
RETENTION IN UTEIRO OF GREATER PORTIoN OF SKELETON OF A DEAD

F(ETUS FOR FOUR YEARS. BY A. IIALLEY, MN.D.
Mrs. E. H., aged 35, always had goodl general healtht up to the time

of her marriage, six years ago, with the exception of suffering from some
dysmenorrhlwa aiid occasional leucorrhcea. Three months after
marriage slhe miscarried, and suffered from more or less uterine honmor-
rhage abouit every fortnight for four or five months afterwards. In
November I86o, she again became pregnant, and suffered from a con-
stant discharge for six weeks; she quickened in March i86 i, and was
delivered of a dead child in July. She became pregnant for the third
time in May 1862; quickened in August, and over-fatiguing herself at
that time in the Exhibition, a discharge occurred which continued for
about a month, when the membranes gave way, and fleshy masses and
offensive discharges came away daily for two months more, bones occa-
sionally passing. Slhe now sufferedl for some two months from a slight
discharge, but had no return of the catamenia. Tlie discharges were
occasioiially offenisive, and sometimes portions of bones were passed;
this at last ceasing for several months. In May I863, she consulted
Dr. Churchill, of Dublin, who considered that she had probably passed
all that had to pass; but in two or three imonths more a rib came
away, with much offensive discharge, which continiued up to the time
of her coming under the author's care, in February i866. She had
had slight shivering on one or two occasioiis before passing the bones,
but otherwise her health had been goodt. On digital exnmiiiation the
uterus was found large, anteverted, with shortened neck; the os slightly
open; the whole giving the idea that there was some abnormal sub-
stance within. On AMarch 9tlh Dr. fHall Davis saw her in consultation
with Dr. Halley, aiid injected some warm water into the uterus, which,
how,vever, brouight away only stringy shreds, with coagula of blood, and
the conclusion arrived at was that without fully dilating the os nothing
could be done. She subsequently returned home to the north of Irelanid,
and again consulted Dr. Churchill, who approved of the proposed plan
of dilating the os and exploring the uterine cavity. She then came
back to London to place herself under the care of Dr. Halley and Dr.
Hall Davis. On May ioth, i866, chloroform was administered, and a
laminaria tent introduced and left in for twenty-four hours, a sponge

Itent being then substituted for twelve hours. The os being then
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chase condemned properties at prices to be ascertained under the Land
Clauses Consolidation Act. In the end, the resolution was withdrawn,
and the first nineteen clauses of the Bill were agreed to in Committee.

Mfonday, August 5.iil
GREENWVICH HOSPITAL.-Mr. SEELY called attenition to the expen-

diture on Greenwich Hospital; contending, from a minute examination
of the accounts, that the manaement was more costly now than before
the reform under the Act of 865S-being considerably in excess of the
Duke of Somerset's calculations at the time-and amounting to £33,06i
(for Hospital and School), aS against £28,911 for the actual maintenance
of the men and boys. Hc asked why the audited accounts had not been
laid before Parliament as required by the Act of i865, and what had
been done about the sale of the advowsons; and, in reviewing seriatim
the establishment charges, he complainied that the Conitroller's office was
a sinecure; that there was no necessity for a Captain-Superintendent an(I
two Lieutenants as well; that the medical establishment was too large,
and the expense of repairs excessive; concluding by a resolutioni con-
demning the general expenditure of the hospital as too great, and pledg-
ing the lIouse to reducc it.-Mr. CORRY replied that the largeness of
the vote had attracted his attention when he canme into office, and he had
appointed a Committee, which, under the conduct of the Civil Lord,
Mr. Du Cane, had been inquiring into the possibility of reducing the
expenses of management ever since, but had not yet reported. Going
through the various items of Mr. Seely's complaint, he admitted that in
many of them the expenditure was too large, though by comiiparison of
the chargs he showed that it was not rateably highler than the cost of
Haslar Hospital, anid poin1tinlg ouit that the actual expenditure would not
be as great as the estimate which was hased on the assumption that there
were five hundred in the hospital, whereas there were only three hundred
and seventy inmates. Expressing complete confidenec that it would be
possible to cut down the expenditure considerably, and assuring the
House that the Admiralty would take care that the Hospital was man-
ged as economically as possible, he requested Mir. Seely not to press

his motion.-Mr. CIILDERs agreed that the establishment charges couldk
be greatly reduced, though, with regard to the schlool, redulctioII coul(I
only be obtained by lowering the clharacter of the education, anid sug-
gested that the Admiralty should clear out the Hospital of alt inmates
but those who were only fit for an infirmary, and that those shoulc1 be
senit to Haslar.

Tiuesday, August 6t/h.
THE METROPOLITAN PooR-LAw ACT.-Lord C. BRUCE asked the

Secretary to the Poor-law Board whether the Poor-law Board initended,
on or before the 29th of September next, to put into operation the 73rd
section of the Metropolitan Poor-law Act, by issuing their order to
every unioni or parish in the metropolis which was governed by a local
act, so that from and after a day to be stated in such order the relief of
the poor should, in every such union or parish, be administered by a
board of guardians elected according to the provision of the Poor-law
Acts ; and if any such parishes or unions were not brought under the
oeration of the 73rd clause on or before the date mentioned, would
they be entitled to share in the benefits of the metropolitan common
poor-fund.-Mr. SCLATER-BOOTH said that the Poor-law Board had
already issued orders constituting boards of guardians, under the new
law, in five of the largest parishes in the metropolis which were under
local acts. They were about to issue a single order, anid the remaining
five or six cases were under consideration, and it was expected that the
arrangements would be completed by the 29th September next. But in
the event of any unforeseen circumstances intervening to prevenit the
completion of the arrangements, such delay would in nlo way affect the
claim of such parishes or unions to participate in the common poor fund.
TimE COLLEGE OF SCIENCE IN DUBLINN.-Mr. LEADER asked the

Vice-President of the Committee of Couincil whether, in the offer to Sir
Robert Kane of the post of Dean of Faculty of the Collegc of Science
in Dublin, any conditions were mentioned as to the time he was to de-
vote to the duties of the office.-Lord R. MONTAGU said it was pro-
posed by a minute that Sir Robert Kane, if he would devote the neces-
sary time for constant attendance, should be appointed permanent Dean
of the Faculty, and should receive an honorarium of £Ioo per annum.
Sir Robert hane accepted the office on those conditions, for, in his
answer on the igth of July, he said, " I trust that by zealous and assi-
duous attention to the duties of the office, which I niow accept witt
pleasure, etc." This evidently had reference to the terms ofthe minute.
MORTALITY AND MARRIAGFS (SCOTLAND.) Mr. CANDLISH move&

for ani address for retuirns of the rate of mortality in the several countics
and shires in Scotlan(d in the two decennial periods of 1841-5o and
1851.60; also in the years 1855 and i865. Of the rate of mortaliti
in the boroughs of Scotland for the years 1855 and I865, and also o
the districts not containing Parliamentary boroughs, and of the propor.
tional nuimbers of men an(d women that signied the marriage registei

with marks in the several counties and shires in Scotland for the years
1855 and z865 (in the sanie form as and in continuation of Return No.
445 of the present Session, so far in each case as the information can be
Dbtained. Agreed to.

MEDICAL NEWS.
ROY.AL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS OF ENGLAND.-The following gen-

tlemen, having undergone the necessary examinations for the diploma,
were admitted members of the College at a meeting of the Court of
Examiners, on July 25th:-

Baylic, William Edward, Poole, Dorset 'Charing Crocs\
Blenkinsop, Frederick Henry, Bedford (St. George's Hospital)
Da Cunha, Joseph Gerson, Goa (lSombay School)
Daniel, John Waterhousc, M.D., Bellevue, Ncw York, Nova Scotia (London)
Davies, William Richard, A. 3. Lond., Carmiartihen 'University College
Dunne, James, Dunshaughlin, co. Meath (Dublin School'
Evans, Lewis Evan, Granville Square St. Bartholomew'%'
Gomes, Antonio Simplicio, Hong Kong Bombay School'
,ayakar, Atmaram Sadashiva, L. R. C. P. Lond., Ioinbay nonmbay Scho:l
loyd, Kenrick Morton, Holywell, Flintshire ZSt. Mary's)

Lovegrovc, Thomas Henry, Notti;lgham St. George's
McClean, Edward Henry, Barbadoes (St. Bartholoinew's)
MTannings, George, Downton, near Salisbury (King's College)
AMay, George Thomas, Burslem, Staffordshire 'King's College'
AMills, Walter Herbert, Cape rown (King's College'
Pottle, Edgar George, City Road (St. Bartholomtew's)
Richardson, Charles, Leeds (Leeds School)
Robertson, Donald William, Thornton, Yorkshire `Fdinburgh Scho'slw
Saunders, Laurence, 51 D., Kingston, Canada ( Leeds School;
Stride, John, King William Street, E.C. (St. TI'homas's
Wallace, Frederick, L.S.A., Hackney Road (Guy's'
Worsley, Henry, Golborne, Lancashire (Dublin School)
Yulc, John Strelley Carslake, Bury, Lancashire 'University College)

It is stated that only nine, out of the seventy-four candidates who pre-
sented themselves for examination during the week, failed to acquit
themselves to the satisfaction of the Court, and were consequently re-
ferredl to their hospital studies for the full period of six months. The
examinations for the present session at the College are now clobed.

BIRTIH.
BROWSE. On August 8th, at Kew Green, Surrey, the wife of Charles W'illiam
Browne, Esq., Surgeon, of a daughter.

'MARRIAGES.
ON August 2nd, at St. Mlary's Church, Little Brickhill, Bucks, by the Rev. Thomnas
Pym Williamson, Ml.A., vicar, assisted by the Rev. John Dent Fish, AM. A., brother.
in-law ofthe bride, ctirate of St. Scpulchrc, Northampton, lliZoosMV PiNNmocIt, Esq.,
of Newbtiry, Berks, to Harriet Amine, secuiid dauighterof SIHEARMAN CHESTERsIAN,
Esq., Banbury, Oxon.

ON Attgust 7th, at Mloreton Pinkoney, Northants, the Rev. W. H. RonBERTsos, MI.A.,
elder son of W. H. Robertsoln, Esq., Ml. l)., J.P., of Buxton, to Frances Henrietta,
daughter of the Rev. F. JONKS, AMA., imncumibeil.

TIIE ALLEGED MURDER AT BEvERLEY.-At the resumed hearing
of this case, a woman named Stones, brotught from Lonidon, and wbho
formerly resided at Beverley, dleposed to havingh once bouight tartar
'emetic at the shop of Mir. Luden, chemist, butt that she used it all her-
self. Superintendent Hopkinson handed to the bench a report he had re-
ceived from Dr. Letheby, professor ofchemistry, in London, who had been
employed to analyse certain portions of the bodies of the latcJohn King and
Mrs. King. The report stated that lie had becen unable to discover poi-
son in either of the bodies. The mayor asked Mr. Sollitt, who was
present, how he reconciled his opinion that death was the result of poi-
son by antimony with that of Dr. Letheby. Mr. Sollitt stated that it
was often found that men of eminence differed, and lie was still of the
opinion, as before, that antimony existed in the stoniachl, which had
heen sent to him for analysis. The benich, after a consultation, on the
faith of Dr. Letheby's report, discharged the prisoner.

ST. NIARY'S HOSPITAL SWINMMING CLUI. The first competition of
this recently formed club took place in the Serpentine, on Tuesday, July
23rd. The distance was 500 yards. The prizes were, first, a silver
cup; second, a set of studs; third, a gold pencil-case; and the fourth
was composed of the entranice-fees. They were won in the following
order: Mr. Grindrod, Mr. Harrison, Mr. Millson, and Mfr. Butler. Mr.
McKerrell, gentlemani chamnpion of the Thames, acted as umpire.

ST. ThlOMAS'S HOsPITAL. -The ten(ler of Messrs. Perry forthc building
of the newv St. Thomas's Hospital, at Stangate, for the sum of £332,748
if constructed entirely of stone and red lbrick, and £356,780 if con-
structedl entirely of stone, has been acccptcd. There were fourteen
competitors, the highest tender being £382, IOo for a building of stone
and brick, and £400,400 for one entirely of stone. The tender of
Messrs. Perry and Co. was the lowest in amount. The foutidations of
the buildii)gn arc aircady laid. The architect is Mir. Harry Currey.
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DIMINUTION IN THE MORTALITY OF BOMBAY.-Native Opinion

ascribes the diminution in the mortality of Bombay to the Vehar water,
the establishment of dispensaries and hospitals, and the increase of
native medical graduates. The natives now welcome the Vehar water,
and are glad to tise pipes in their houses. The writer states that the
practice of bleeding regularly, at least once a year, and also for every
trifling ailment, has nearly disappeared; whilst the application of
blisters, which the Parsees in partictular looked upon with peculiar dread,
is nowimade with great benefit. The most marked improvement has;
been in the treatment of women during and after labour. The belief in
ghosts and goblins, and their influence in disease, is fast disappearing.
The great obstacle to this improvement is the increase of liquor shops
and drunkenness.
HOSPITAL FOR CONSUMPTION AND DISEASES OF THF CHEST,

BROMPTON.-A quarterly special court of the governors of this charity
was held in the board-room, of the hospital on Thursday, the Rev. Sir
Heniy Foulis, Bart., in the chair. After the usual preliminary business,
the secretary read the report of the committee of management. From
this it appeared that all the 2IO beds in the hospital had remained fully
occupied, and the out-patients' department continuecl to be as useful as
ever. Reference had been repeatedly made in the annual report to the
great increase from year to year in the number of out-patients, the new
cases having risen from 3971 in I858 to 8625 in i866. In order to dimi-
nish the detention of the patients consequent on such large attendances
many alterations had been made, and to a certain extent with an advan-
tageous result; but the committee feeling that the only effectual remedy
for the inconvenience, which was still growing, was to increase the medi-
cal staff from three assistant-physicians (as it had been since the year
I848) to "not more than six" assistant physicians, the committee there-
fore recommended ani alteration in the standing rules accordingly. Dr.
Hamilton Roe having been appointed consulting-physician, on resigning
the post of physician, which he had so ably filled for more than a quarter
of a century, Dr. Burdon Sanderson had been elected to the vacancy
thus created, and Dr. C. Theodore Williams had been elected to the
vacant assistant-physicianship. The number of in-patients admitted
since May 30th was 214; disclharged, many greatly benefited, I90; died,
2I; new otit-patient cases, I317. The report was unanimously approved
and adopted, on the motion of the Rev. William Niveni, BR D., seconded
by John Colebrooke, Esq., after which, it was moved by the Rev. Sir
Henry Foulis, Bart., seconded by Charles Few, Esq., and carried ncem.
coll.: " That in pursuance of the recommendation of the committee of
management, the number of assistant-physicians be inicreased to not
more than six, and that the necessary alteration be made in Standing
Rule, No. 4, l)y substituting the words 'not more thani six,' for the
word 'three' in line five." A cordial vote of thanks to the chairman
was then passed, and the proceedings terminated.
DISEASES PRODUCED BY VEGETAI,LE ORGANISMS. Professor Hannon,

of the University of Brussels, has lately proved that the spores of some
species of fresh water algx, at the period of their fructification, are
capable of producing intermittent fever; and the observations and re-
searches of several eminent medical authorities lead to to the belief
that many other diseases to which the husman frame is liable have
their origin in the vegetable organisms whicli abound in water. Some
of the spores are probably thrown off inito the atmosphere, and, being
drawn into the lungs, are absorbed by the blood, but by far the larger
portion doubtless find their way into the stomaclh, and so give rise to
disorders of the alimentary canal. Their tenacity is said to be so
great, that the temperature of boiling water is insufficient to destroy
their vitality, and eveni beer and bread, notwithstanding the heat to
which they have been subjected, in many cases show abundant evidence
of the existence of these algx. These facts furnish a strong proof of
the necessity of filtering water, whether required in large quantities for
the manufacture of food, or in smaller quantities for domestic pul-poses,
and we have much pleasure in calling the attention of our readers to
a mode of filtration which appears to furnish the best possible safe-
guard against the evils above described. The Main Service Filter,
manufactured by the Silicated Carbon Filter Company, can be adapted
to the supply-pipe of a brewery, distillery, or manufactory of any de-
scription, and thus purify aIl the water before entering the building.
The value of such a method of purification will be appreciated by
those who have ever seen the inside of a large cistern after having
been used for some time without cleaning. The quantity of vegetable
matter which covers the sides of such a cistern is astonishing, and
onie cannot wonder at disease being propagated by water kept in such
a receptacle. Mere straining of water through animal charcoal is not
sufficient to stop this vegetable matter, but the principle of the
Silicated Carbon Filter is the employment of a porous slab cemented
into a filtering vessel, an arrangement which effectually prevents the
passage of any extraneous substance.-Artizan.

OPERATION DAYS AT THE HOSPITALS.

MONDAY ...... Metropolitan Free, 2 P.m!.-St. Mark's, 9 A.m. and 1.30 P.M.-
Royal London Ophthalmic, II A. M.

TUESDAY...... Guy's, 1.30 P.s.-Westminster, 2 P.M.-Royal London Ophthal-
mic, I I A. M.

WEDNESDAY.. St. Mary's, 2 P.s.-Middlesex, I P.M.-University College, 2 P.Ar.
-London, 2 P.As.-Royal London Ophthalmic, aI A.ms.-St. Bar-
tholomew's, I.30 P. si.-St. Thomas's, I.30 P.PM.

THURSDAY.... St. George's, I P.ms.-Central London Ophthalmic, I P.m.-Great
Northern, 2 P.M.-London Surgical Home, 2 P.M.-Royal Ortho-
pmdic, 2 P.M.-Royal London Ophthalmic, Is A.ms.-Hospital for
Diseases of the Throat, 2 P.M.

FRIDAY ........ Westminister Ophthalmic, 1. 30 P. si-Royal London Ophthalmic,
II A.M.

SATURDAY .... St. Thomas's, 9.30 A. SI.-St. Bartholomew's, I.30 P. s.-King's
College, I. 30 P.m. Charing Cross, 2 P. M. -Lock (Clinical Demon-
strations and Operations), I P. m.-Royal Free, '.30 P.M.-Royal
London Ophthalmic, Is A. M.

NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS.
All Letters and Communications for the JOURNAL, to be addressed to the EDITOR,

37, Great Queen Street, Lincolnt's Inn Fields, W. C.
CORRESPONDENTS not answered are requested to look to the Notices to Corre-
spondents of the following week.

Comtmtunications as to the transmission of the JOURNAL, should be sent to MR.
RICHARDS, 37, Great Queen Street, [V. C.

CORRESPONDENTS, who wish notice to be taken of their communications, should
authenticate them with their names-of course, not necessarily for publication.

EAR-PIERCING BY JEWELLERS.
GRADUALLY the public is coming to acknowledge that educated skilled labour in me-

dicine and surgery is cheaper in the long run than hap-hazard empirical uninstructed
performances, whose cures, if not romances, are exceptional flukes. The old prac-
tice of ear-piercing by the vendors of earrings has often given patients to the doc-
tors, owing to the clumsy process adopted. A cold needle is screwed through the
lobe of the ear, giving much pain at the time, and invariably exciting inflammation
and suippuration. " Pride must feel pain," is at the same time instilled into the ears
of the unfortunate victim, and the poor adolescent has to cultivate the spartan vir-
tiles. Thinking nothing too trifling for our consideration where pain is concerned,
wve have recently persuaded some of our fair young vestal friends to let us take the
place of the jeweller; and by simply heating the needle to a red heat, it has passed
almost painlessly through the lobe into the cork behind; and the earring having
been adjusted and occasionally rotated, neither inflammation, suppuration, nor in-
convenience of any kind has ensued. W. C.

MR. ASHTON.-The communication has been duly received, and shall be dealt with
as decided.

Sir,-Is there any way to ascertain who, among the medical men in one's neighbour-
hood, are members of the Association? I presume it is desirable they should be
enabled to recognise each other for purposes of consultation, when required.

Birkenhead, July I867. I am, etc., L. F.
t* Each Branch has its local list; and the list of members, arranged in counties,

is published annually in the JOURNAL.
LIEoIG's FOOD FOR INFANTS.

SIR,-The remarks on the above subject in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of Aug..
,rd (p. 9i), induce me to suggest that some inquiry-should be undertaken respect-
ing the value, if anv, of this food, before the medical journals take any part in re-
commending it. A great effort is being made on the part of its promoters to intro-
duce this composition into this cotuntry; and its merits, as a substitute for maternal
milk, are so doubtful, that in the interests of hand-fed children it appears to me
desirable that investigation should be made, and the results reported on, in order
to satisfy the public one way or the other. I am, etc., M. A. B.

SIR,-Much injustice is done the profession and imposition to the public, by chemists
and dentists writing after their names the term surgeon-dentist, which may be cor-
rectly read in its simple and not its compound sense, as if they were both surgeons
and dentists, thus imposing on the public. This should be met by an amendment
of Clause XL of the Medical Act, by inserting after "implying", the words "or ap-
pearing to imply". I am, etc., L. E.

MFI WYATT.-The Chairman of the Lunatic Asylums Committee of the Metropolitan
Asylums Board is Chairman of Colney Hatch Asylum.

COMMUNICATIONS, LETTERS, ETC., have been received from:-
Dr. J. Braxton Hicks (with enclosure); The Registrar-General of England; The
Registrar-General of Ireland; Mr. J. Z. Laurence (with enclosure); Dr. Pirrie,
Aberdeen; Mr. Southam, Manichester (with enclosure); Dr. Kirkpatrick, Dublin
(with enclosure); Dr. Falconer, Bath (with enclosure); Inspector-General G. R.
Dartnell, Henley-in-Arden (with enclosure); L. F., Birkenhead; Dr. F. Bagshawe,
Hastings; Dr. H. MacCormac, Belfast; Dr. Edward Waters, Chester; Mr. T. M.
Stone; Mr. Ashton; Dr. Hermann Weber (with enclosure); Mr. A. B. Steele,
Liverpool; Dr. J. B. Nevins, Liverpool; Dr. G. H. Philipson, Newcastle-upon-
Tyne (with enclosure); Mr. J. Horne Payne (with enclosure); Mr. F. G. Hodgson,
Brighton (with enclosure); A Fellow of the College of Physicians; Dr. George
Johnson; Mr. Henry Lowndes, Liverpool; Dr. G. G. Rogers; Mr. R. L. Bowles,
Folkestone; Dr. Septimus Gibbon (with enclosure); Mr. Chesterman, Banbury;
Dr. Robertson; Dr. H. Barnes; The Secretary of the Royal College of Surgeons
of Edinburgh; Mr. Wheatley; Dr. Stokes, Dublin (with enclosure); Sir Dominic
Corrigan, Dublin (with enclosure); Dr. Rogers.
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