
310 AUG. 18, 19281 MEMORANDA.
_E

frequently tlhan1 rur1al cliildren; whllile a hiigher rate of in-
cidence of the dIsea1tse in chIildren givinig a p)ositive reaction1
was seen in the? counlltrv.

Dr. CAMERON, in lhis reply, deplored the lack of hospital
accoiinmoa(ltioi foio a(dvance(d cases of tulberculosis.

SECTION OF MEDICAL SOCIOLOGY.
I+'11(1/?, .I8Jo 27th.

THE FAILING BIuTm RATE.
THIs veal's discllssioll, o0n the fallinig birtlh rate, in the
Secti'oI * f Medv.fical Sociologv raised 1iianyv inter'esting ques-
tiolls. Wlhait are( the causes of the fall'? The openiers of
the disculssioni were hardly agreed. Professor WV. J.
RoHBETS (Car11diff), onl the ecoiionoic side, ha( n1o belief ill
Maltlitus's laws of po)ulation. He thiouighit the iiiiportanice
of tlhle economlio'c miotive should always be borine in miid.
Inquiry sliouhl he iia(le more closiely inlto the lives andi
economic C(iiditIoios of var1iouIs classes, an1d lie suggested
that the miedical 1)ractitionmer minghit tender iimportaint help
by inquiiiing of hiis m)atienits what th1ey th1ouight an1d what
were tite 111tit iVes for their conduiect. People coniducted
themIselves mule(letIthe liiiitationis of tlheil social positiolani(l of tlheir knowledge. Some wi-er-e miore inclline(d or
better able tio follow ned(li(al advice on tlhei mnatter. Tii lhis
op)iliolln velcrovero ing was all ar1gniiiielnt which migltt be
use(l to prove too mi-ucl. 'r'liere wvas nio evideiice of real
overcrowding in this cotmnttrv, anid oni halviig tlhe popula-
tion of Cardiff it miiglt he'fotiinol that the apl)arenit over-
crowding was. int twlieve(l. Simiilarlv the old solutioni of
the P)rob)lelmi lbY eniigratit)l wa(ts not validd; anid economiic
doginatisin on thle Ibl-atter w,as not possible.

Dr. F. A. E£. CREw (Ediniburgh) elaborated opinionsw-hich he lhad formied1 fromii his biological ilivestigatiomis
of mice, drosolhbila, anid otlher organisms. In drosoplhilathere wi-as ani oPtimulm(Iensity of pioplu)lation, above andbelow wllicll thlere wvas a lower reproductive nato. The
hatrimoniy betweven a liniite(dl area and its supplies was
imiainitainedi by restricting fecunditv. The humlizan being, hethotught, was ntow approaching the enid of a birtlh rate cycle;buit the distinction if thte, factor s inl pr odlciiig it was
difficult. A lisisl;g birtlh rate lheralded an extension ofthe conquiest by niiai over hiis onvironmenit; a falling rate
indicated tlhat ill a particuflar area lie was permianently
or temiiporoarily imprisoned. The birth rate w*ould niot rise
agaill ulntil thle factors overridiing the inhlerent tendency
to increasev were recogniized anid renovved. Among factors
making for itieucease, Dr. Crew menitionied the presence in
a commminiity of " mnutltiple birth " stocks; the possibilitythat nutittetlsdthmerz in femiiales nlight inidicate more intense
sexual life; and(I lelngth of life, which was ani inheritedcharacter. A fall occurred in disconitented anid discouraged
populations, in wvhom it was interestilng to note a degeneia-tioll of the maternial instiniet. Immigration among droso-
phila led to a fall of populllation. The root of the matter
in tlhe humani 1einig was probably to be founid in social
conditions. Among the socially unsuccessful the onlyoutlets of nervous release welre excessive drinikinlg and
sexual over-indulgence. In such classes the reproductiverate w-ould be high; social advancelnent imlplied otlher
outlets anid a lower reproductive rate. But birtlh controlwhlile preventing the birtlh of indivi(dual babies, did nothave miuchl effect on the gross bilth iate.

Sir THOMAS HORDER doubted whether the fallin1g birth
rate cane withini the hprovince of tlle liiedical practitiolel,though greatly concerninig the biol6gist and the econolmlist.These two, together with the physiologist, the biochemist
and the eugenist, Imu1st solve manyv pr oblemiis before the
doctor could prescribe appropriatel ill the matter for his
patients. He should not lend himi-self as an ally to tihe
eugenist until maniy of these problems hiad been; solved.The doctor had a sanction for individual tlerapeusis; buthitherto he had not sought to influence men anid womenl onmatter-s of principle. He had kept clear of propaganda.
Lady BARRETT WIas of opinion that the falling birth rate
was a matter wshich should conicern genleral practitiomlers.It w-as important that they sho3uld take a waider view of
matters which affectsd the health of their patienits, anid be
in a position-.to tell them the real fRets about birth- conltrol,

tlhe average frequenicy of births to married couples, anid
other similar matters. In some cases it was their duty to
teach the advantages of niormal marital relationiships; in
others to do all in their power to help patienits to avoi(l
pregonancy. If it was thouight that medical practitioniers
were uinfit to deal with the quLestioni, arrangemenlts shouild
be made for teaching medical students the subject and
theirl responsibility therein. Dr. WILLIAM COLLIER
(Oxford) suggested that tlhe medical professioni lhad lhelped
to mla'intaini the pol)plation by savin1g m11Chiii fanit moI-
tality-, buit he was ehieflv concerned that the profession
shouIld give advice in bhirth con-trol; for whichllci purpose he
advocate(d the establishment of birth coitrol cliniics. Dr.
LETITIA FAIRFIELD thouiglht that the falling birtlh rate was
due to wi(le causes, and not to individuial actionl. These
catuses might be classified as voluntary and inivoluntarv.
She objected to the eugenist puittinig upoIn the (loctor his
so-called laws. She emiphalsized ihe importance of motiva-
tionl, and the lhumani beinig's view of life. Jews anid Roman
Catlholics wer-e fertile because of their ouitlook on life.
Dr. BINNIE DUNLOP expressed the opinion that coul)les in
the poorest classes should be enicouraged to lhave niot imiore
thani twi-o children. lin these har-d times, witlh manii adults
ouit of work or on insufficient wages, a very low birth, rate
was esp)ecially desirable. Mrs. NEVILLE ROLFE 1regarded
emigrationi as a cure for- many social diffinculties; buit pro-
tested ag(ainlst the failure of local autlhoriti.es to train anid
eqip) ani equial number of girlls w-itlh the boys. Dr. N. E.
AVATERFIELD pointecl ouit that the medlical muan lhad some
responsibility in the m.atter, anid some influence in
in1dividual cases in which he was consulted. Ab-solute
sterility was, in hiis opinion, always involuntary, hut smnall
faitiilies w-ere uisually the result of contracelptive mllethiods.

PIrOfeSSor ROu3RTs, Dr. CREW, And Ladyv B.ARRETT replied
to some of the (citi(ini s wlhich had bcen miade.

4J;rnrnranota:
MEDICAL, SURGICAL, OBSTETRICAL.

DIATHERMY FOR CANCRUM ORIS.
CANCRUTM ORIS is fortunately now a rare conidition, at 1east
in this part of Einglan-d. Nevertheless examples tuirii up
from tlime to time renewing interest and arouisiing respon-
sibilitv. A close association witlh a considerable number of
cases during the last thirty years has taught me how very
serious the prognosis usually is, and lhow inefficient most
of the methods of treatment. On March 30th of this year,
a chiild sufferinig from this condition was admitted to the
Royal Victoria Infirmary under my care; she was a light-
hiaired little kiddie, 4 years of age, anld looking as though
of verv poor resisting powers. There was a large black
patch of gangrenouis tissue about the size of half a crown
over the horizontal ramnus of the lower jaw on the right side,
anid this was surrounided by a zone of acute inflanmmation,
with swelling of the side of the face and nieck. At one point
the -edge of the gangr-enous area bad separated, and there
was a small amllouIIIt of very offensiv-e discharge. The buccal
cav-ity was not infected. The tenmperature was 102.80, a-nd
the child was toxic and profoundly ill. While ponderinig
over the best method of treatmeent, it siuddenlv occurred to
me that complete excision b- the methiod of diathie-rmny
might cut short the infective gangr-enous process, and
I determined to try it. Under a genieral anaesthetic thp,
diathelir-my kiiife w,as applied about lialf an inch from the
edge of the black mlass to include the spreading edge, anid
a free circular excision was carriecd out. To remo-e all th6
dead tissiue it was niecessary to go right dowrn to the
bonie, and when the mass was separated from the latter
the lhorrible sickeninig odour of the roasted gangrenious
tissuie almnost overcame me. After this com-plete c-xcision
about 12 in. of the bodv of the jaw lay exposed at the
bottomii of the 'wound and suibsequently niecrosed. The area
was packed withl gauize anid exteIrn;al dressings applied.
The coniditioin of the patient unider the anaestlhetic gave
muchl cause for aiixiety, bmjt she sooin. picked ulp, aind almiost
froom that moment commenced to make a satisfactory
recovery. -The temperature fell at once anid remained at
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normal, with the excel)tion of one o0 two days at the enid
of a foitniighit, wlheni there was a miiild outburst of suirolund-
ing inflanimation, but witlhout any of the characteristics
associatedI with inifective ganigrenle. During tlle sixhl week
the l)atient wa-s able to leave hospital, and progress coii-
tiniued uninterruptedly afterwards. Ga July 18th the
sequestrunm was obviously loose, and was lifted out by the
family doctor. Afterwards the area soon healed, leaving
a sulrprisingly small scar. This is the fir-st occasioii on
wlhich I have used diatlhermy for acute gangrenious niecrosis
of this kinid, but the result has beeni so satisfactory as to
enicourage me to employ it in future. It is because I think
that the method is well worthy of extended trial that I
senid you this brief record of a single case, and in the
lhope that others may have a similar fortunate experienice;
but whatev-er the results, it is well that they shlould be
knowni to the professioni.

G. GREY TURNFR, M.S., F.R.C.S.,
Newcastle-on-Tyne. Professor of Surgerv, University of Durham.

DRY CUPPING IN CHRONIC EMPYEMA.
THE following is, I lhelieve, an originial method of dealing
wiith relapses fromi wlicll most chronic empyema cases suffer
from tilne to time.
A man, aged 32, witlh a sinus of the chest wall following three

operations for empyema, consulted me because the discharge had
ceased for some days, and he had symptoms of toxaemia. X-ray
examination lsevealed an encysted collection of pus, with marked
pleural fibrosis. I introduced sinus forceps and a probe into the
sinus to a depth of 5 inches, but pus could not be found as the
sinus was tortuous. I then inserted a fine rubber tube into the
sinus to the same depth, and, having vaselined the skin, I applied
a dry cup in the usual wav. About five seconds later the patient
felt something give in his chest, his dull pain there immediately
departed, and the cup was filled with pus.

In this manner about 200 c.cm. of pus was evacuated, and in
a few houis the patient felt better in every way. Subsequent
clippings for the next two days exhausted the supply of pus; the
symptoms of toxaemia rapidly abated. Direct suction on the tube
with a syringe was useless, as, being of necessity a fine one, the
tube would have collapsed.
The treatment is simplicity itself, notably dramatic, and

efficacious, and the l)atient was discharged from lhospital
after six days, quite fit, and intensely grateful for having
been saved the ordeal of a further operation'.

I am indebted to Dr. Lind Walker for permission to publish
this case.

ROBERT A. CAMERON, M.B., Cih.B.
Senior House-Surgeon, Royal Infirmary, Doncaster.

AN UNUSUAL CASE OF A RUPTURED ECTOPIC
GESTATION.

TIIE following case is of unusual interest, sinice it illustrates
that rupture of the tube in an ectopic gestation may occur
(1) as late as the fourth monthl of pregnancy; (2) without
the slightest evidence of external (vaginal) haemorrliage;
(3) witlhout the characteristic features of initelrnal haemor-
rhlage save a slightly raised pulse rate (84); and (4) witlh
the gradual developmiient of peritonitis with equivocal
physical signs.
A primipara, aged 20, had had amenorrhoea for four months,

and at 6 o'clock on the evening of June 20th was seized with
sudden pain in the back and right lower abdomen. She managed
to carry on for about an hour, but was ultimately compelled to
talke to bed. I was called to see her about 10 p.m. The patient
was pale, her pulse was 84, she had nlot vomited, there was norospiratery distress, and no sweating, but the patient bore an
anixious expression whiclh did niot seem to fit in with the cliniical
findings. There was abdominal tenderness distributed all over
the abdomen, but particularly in the right flank. The patient was
mentally alert and capable of answering any quiestions asked.
A somewhat tentative diagnosis of ectopic gestation was made

on the grounds of amenorrhoea, the pallor, the slightly raised
pulse rate, and the abdominal tenderness.
On opening the abdomeii at the Merthyr General Hospital the

peritoneal cavity was filled with blood and blood clot, the left
tube was ruptured about midway between the uterus and the
fimbriated extremity, and a foetus about 8- c.cm. was lying freely
in the abdominal cavity.
The case illustrates certain poinlts which are against the

recognized texthook descriptionls of this not uncommon
ca]tastrophe, ande should: be kept inl mind by pilactitionleis
when (lealinlg withl anl aculte abdolmen."

I wish to thank Mr. S. C. Cresswell for permission to report this
case.

HENRY A. SEIDFNBERG M.R.C. S
Dowlais, Clam' i'gan. L.R.C.P.

CLINICAL AND SCIENTIFIC PROCEEDINGS.

STAFFORDSHIRE BRANCH.
The Fallacies of Negative Findilngs.

AT the annual genelal meeting of the Staffordshliie Branclh,
lheld onl July 19th, the President, Dr. G. H. SowRy, readl
a paper on " The fallacies of n-egative findings."

Dr. Sowrv showed the pitfalls into which one might fall
by arlivinig at a pur-ely negative diaginosis, anid emnplhasized
the importance of assessing, as accurately as possible, the
pathological condition actually present. In this conllexioll
he mentioned a consultationi which lhe had recenitly attende(d
regarding a case of suspected ssmall-pox in wlhich the con-
sultanit had stated his belief that the case was not siiiall-pox,
but, lhaving gonie thus far, said that as well as airriving
at a negative diagnosis they miiust also ]niake up tlheir minds
as to the disease from which the pati-ent was in fact suffer-
ing. Only thus, by arriving at a positive ditigincsis, w*ere
they justified in beinlg sure that the case was niot small-
pox. Dr. Sowry instanced cases of tonsillitis in hliclh tlme
negative diaglnosis of " niot diplthelria " was reached, but
whiclh investigations pushed to the length of arr'iving at
a positive finidinig would have revealedl as cases of scarlet
fever miluch sooner than the true diagniosis was, in fact,
niade.
In the case of sputums yielding negative resuilts witlh

regard to tuberele bacilli, Dr. Sowry poinited out that one
negative examiinlationi, ol, indeed, five or six such examina-
tiolnS, did not entitle one to say that the case was not one
of pulmonaly tuberculosis. In instances of suspected pleural
effusion the failure to find fluid on one puncture miight he
due to the smallness of the amount of fluid, or to thle
needle being introduced into the lung or even into the
liver; so that a negative result of a pleural puinctur'e did
not exclude pleural fluid. With regard to the Wassermann
reaction, Dr. Sowry mentioned several cases in which this
reaction had been negative, but the clinical picture being
that of specific dlisease, and the cases reacting (Iramatic-
ally to antisyphilitic treatment, they were almost certainlv
instances of syphilitic disease. Many diabetics might at
particular times of the day pass urine in which there was
no sugar; oIne could place reliance upon the negative
results of an examination for sugar only if the sample
examined had been taken from a mixed specimeni of *a
twenty-four-hour output. Dr. Sowry reiterated the well-
known fallacy attaching to negative results in the e-xamiiina-
tion of throat swabs taken from suspected cases of dliph-
theria, and he also indicated the fallacies attaclhing to
negative results (achlorhydria) obtained in the examiination
of fractional test meals.
The lecturer next discussed examinations by x rays, and,

while he paid a tr ibute to the extreme utility of sucl
examiiinationis, he emphasized the pitfalls which had become
apparent to him personally. Thus a gastric or duoden'al
ulcer, though present, might not show ulp on an x-ray
photograplh representing anl antero-posterior view, particu-
larly if the ulcer were situated, in the case of gastric ulcers,
at some distanice from the anterior or posterior curivatures.
In order to show gastric ulcers situated at places other than
in the neighbourhood of the curvatures it was niecessary
to take 'a lateral view. In cholecystograplhy, after the
exhibition of an opaque dye, a negative result might be
due to faulty absorption of the drug-, and nieed not neces-
sarily be associated with the gall-bladder conditions which,
if present, woulld give a similar result. Dr. Sowry instanced
the accidents which might arise in cases of suispected
malignant disease of tlle lower alimentary canal in whicI
the negative result of a digital examination had led to
a reassurinig diagnosis, and lhe emphasized that the disease
could lnot be excluded in the absence of a sigmoidloscopli
examination, anld, if that should parove negative, of an
x-ray investigationl of a barium enema.

Dr. KING ALCOC:E moved, and Dr. MENzIEs seconded, *
vote of thank,s to Dr. Sowry for his excellent paper.
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1861, anid afterwar ds conitinuinig his professional studies
at St. George's Hospital, Lonidon. In 1865 he obtained
the dip)loma M.R.C.P., aiid graduiated M.B.Oxon., pro-
ceeding M.D. six years later. He was for a time lhouse-
physician at St. Geoirge's, anld later was appoiilted
physiciani accoucheur anid plhysiciani forldiseases of women
and childreni at St. George's and St. James's Dispensary.
Subsequently he became seniiolr physiciani to the Hospital
for Womeni, Soho Square, and to the Bi itisli Lying-in
Hospital, and was for a l)eiiod civil medical officer to the
Chiclhester Military Hospital. Dr. Smith was amiionig those
associated witlh the British Gyniaecological Society in its
early days; this body was subsequienitlynmerged in the
Royal Society of Medicine, of which lhe A-as a Fellow. He
was also an honiorary correspondin-g Fellow of the Gyneco-
logical Societv of Boston, Massachusetts, a vice-president
of the Society for the Study of Inebriety, and a member
of tlhe British Medical Association and of the Brighton
anid Sussex Medico-Chirurgical Society. His contributions
to medical periodicals were numerous, and he was the
autlhor of P1'actic(al 6ynaecology: A Handlbook of Diseases
of Waonen. Two of his sons are members of the medical
p)rofession.

Mr. FREDERIC DURHAM, .who, died oln July 16tlh at the
.dvancda ge of 87, was a native of Noitlianiptoi aind
(eceived hiis miiedical education at Guy's Hospital, in wlhcich

hiis brother, the late Arthur Edward Durhlam-l, occupied
a place of distinction. Frederic Durliham obtained the
diploma M.R.C.S. in 1869, graduated M.B.Lonid. in 1871,
and was admitted a Fellow of the Royal College of Surgeons,
a year later. He occuplied a succession- of ninloi apl)oint-
miienits at Giiv's Hospital anid ultimately was appoijited
surgical registrar. During lis tenure of this office lie
(leveloped a keeni initerest in pathological histology, a
subject to w-hich lie gave muitich time and atten-itioni in later
years. He was for somiie years surgQoo, anid later coni-
sulting surgeon, to the Nortlh-AWest Lond(ioni Hospital, but
dlevoted him-self very largely to assistin-g li,s brotlher in
his wolrk. He wI,as a Fellow of the Royal Societv. of
Medicine and of the Medical Society of Lonldoii, and was
gieatly interested in the work of the Royal Medical Benie-
volent 'llund, being a miiember of tlie committee of maniagemiieilt
uniitil his death. In the old-established " Our Club " of
Guy's men he was vell known, and for somIe thiity years
wowas a familiar figure at the Bath Club, wlhere he made

his home, althouigh sufferiiig iniereasinigly fromii osteo-
arthritis.

The British Medical Association has lately lost a valued
servant by the deathl of Mr. TREVER LAPWORTH, who had
been Head Priinter of this Jour'rnal sinice tho beginninig of
1911, anid liad spent the wlhole of his workinig life (somiie
forty-four years) in. the service of the Editorial Depart-i)lent. All who came into personal contact w ith Mr.
Lapworth were impr-essed with his extremie conscientiousness
anid his devotioni to the welfare of the Rritish Medical
Jourtal. He was a loyal anid rmost obliginig fellow worker,wlho grudged nio time or trouble in carrying out the responi-sible and exacting duties that fell to his lot week by week
and year by year. Although his health anid strength had
beeni gradually failinig for several years past, he remained at
work ill the Printing Departmenit unitil within a week of hisdeath on August lOthi. Mr. Lapworth was in his sixtietl
year aiid unmiiiarried. The funeral, at Finielhley on August
14th, was attended by the Editoir of the *Journc,l an-d other
members of the headquarters staff of the Associatioll who
wished to pay a last tribute to their old frielnd anid faithful
colleague. Me. F. Martin of the Laoicet was also present
on behialf of the printing staff of our contenmporary.

The followiing well-kinowni foreign miieclical meni lhaverecently died: Inispector-Genieral J.ACOB, formi1ierly directorof the Val-de-GrAce Military Hospital, Paris, anid Com-
mander of the Legioni of Honour; Dr. LEON DUFOURTof F&camp, the founder in 1894 of the first " Goutte deLait," and Professor E. BOSTROEM, a Giesseln pathologist,aged 76.

UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD.
THE Theodore Williams scholarship in physiology for 1928-29 has
been awarded by the Board of Managemenit, oll the recoimmenda-
tion of the Waynflete Professor of Physiology, to It. A. Beaver of
New College.

UNIVERSITY OF DUBLIN.
SCHOOL OF PHYSIC, TRINITY COLLEGE.

THE following appointments have beeii miade:-Lecturer in Bio-
chemistry: William Fearoi, Sc.D. Iecturer in Biopihysics: James
Bell, Sc.D. Lecturer in Applied Anatomy: Arthlur Chanice, M.D.,
M.Ch. Lecturer in Saniitary Construictioni and( Plannl)ilng: Alfred D.
Delap, B.A.I. Lecturer in Chemistry and Public Health: W. C.
Ramsdein, M.A. University Professor of Chenlistry: Emil A.
Wernier, MI.A.. Sc.D.
The ainnual post-gradtuate course in inedicine, surgery, anid allied.

subjects will be held this year from Septemhlber 17th to October 6th.
Paxtictnlars cani be obtainie(d on applicatibln to Professor A. F. Dixoni,
Deani, Faculty of Physic.

TERRITORIAL DECORATION.
THE Kiingflhas conferred the Territorial Decoration upon the
following officers of the R.A.M.C. (T.A.): Majors R. I. Dacre,
A. Young (ret.), anid W. T. Briscoe.

ROYAL ARMY MEDICAL COLLEGE.
THE following prizes have been awarded at the coniclusion of the
summer course for lieutenants on probation, Royal Army Medical
Corps aind Ilidiani Medical Service: Herbert Prize (about £20),
highest aggregate marks, Lieutenant F. McL. Richardson,
R.A.M.C. 1st Montefiore Pr ize (£20 and bronze medal), military
surgery, Lieuteniant A. McMillan, R;A.M.C.; (2nd) Lieutenanit
S. S. Bhatnagar, I.M.S. Parkes Memorial (medal and £5),
hygiene, Lieutenant F. McL. Richardson, R.A.M.C. Ranald Martini
(medal and £5), tropical medicine, Lieutenant F. McL. Richaird-
soin, R.A.M.C.. Tulloch Memorial (silver medal), patlhology, by
R.A.M.C. officer, Lieutenant G. T. L. Archer. Fayrer Memorial
(bronize medal), pathology, by I.M.S. officer, Lieuteniant C. J. F.
Cropper. De Chaumont Prize, second highest marks in lhygiele,
Lieutenant S. R. M. Mackay, R.A.M.C.

THF old students' dinner of St. Thomnas's Hospital MNedical
School will talie place on Friday, October 26th, at St. Thomias's
House, Lambeth Palace Road, when Mr. Edwin Francis
White, F.R.C.S., will talie the chair.
THu, Fellowship of Medicine and Post-Graduate Medical

Association announces that a fortnight's all-day course begins
on Monday, August 27th, at the Queen MIary's Hospital,
Stratford, E., in general medicine, surtlery, and the specialties.
From September 11th to October 5th, on Tuesdays and
Saturdays each week, there will be lecture-demionstrations
in psychological medicine at the Bethleima Royal H1ospital
at 11 a.m. Four courses will be given from Septemnber
17th to 29th, one being an intensive all-day course in
diseases of children by the staff at the Queen's Hospital,
Hackney Road, where luncheon and tea will be provided by
the hospital authorities. In the same period afternoon
lecture-demonstrations in ophthalmology will be given by the
honorary staff at the Royal Eye Hospital, and an all-day
course in orthopaedics by the staff at the Royal Natiojial
Orthopaedic Hospital. The fourth course, undertaken by the
staff of the Westminster Hospital, consists of instrtiction
in medicine, surgery, and the specialties. From September
25th to October 17th a series of lecture-demonstrations in
electro-therapy will be given at the Royal Free Hospital.
Copies of syllabuses anld information regarding the general
coursie may be obtainied from the secretary of the Fellowship,
1, Wimpole Street, W.1.
THE Sir Charles Hastings Lecture by Sir Georg,e Newmnan

on "The foundations of national health," delivered at the
British Medical Association House oni MIarch 21st, has, with
the Association's consent, been published in pamnphlet formii
by H.Ml. Stationery Office (price 3d. net). The lecture was
printed in full iil the Supplemzent to our issue of March 24th
(p. 93).
THE1 Royal Coimmilission on Local Government, now engaged

upon the second part of the inquiry entrusted to it of con-
sidering the relations between the various existing local
authorities, has Issued Part XI of its minutes of evidence
(obtainable from H.M. Stationery Office or through any book-
seller; price 6s. net). This contains evidence given on behalf
of the Association of Municipal Corporations, the Urban
District Councils Association, the Westmorland -County
Council, and by Mr. E. D. Simon, formerly Lord Mayor
of Manlchester.



326 Auo. I8 !Q28] LETTERS, NOTES, AND ANSWERS. TFM BRNsm
THi Water Polluition Research Board of the Department of

Scientific and Industrial Research has issued a summary
of cuirrent literature relating to water supplies, sewvage, trade
waste waters, river pollution, and other related subjects.
This surnmary has been placed in the Library of the Associa-
tion, where it will- be available for the use of memnbers.
A SUBCOMMITTEEL appointed by tho Heart Committee of

the New York Tuberculosis and Healtlh Association has been
investigating the criteria of the diagnosis and classification
of heart disease, and its report-whllch takes the form of
a textbook-will shortly be publislhed by Messrs. Paul B.,
Hoeber, Ino., of New York. It comprises a uniform nomen-
clature and diagnostic criteria.
IN connexion with the sixth international congress for com-

bating tuberculosis, to be held at Rowtie iti Septernber, arrange-
ments have been made for visits from September 20th to the
24th to various tuberculosis and social hlygiene institutions in
Naples and the neighbouring to6vus. A descriptive book is
being prepared for those attending the congress, who are also
invited to the openinig ceremony of two newv pavilions for
tuberculous patients in ttie Ospedale Provinciale Psichiatrico,
Naples, and to other functions. For information about
lodgings and the journey application should 'be made to
the Compagnia Italiana Turisto (Cit), Piazza Trieste e
Trento, 45, Naples.
A POST-GRADUATE course on cancer organized by Dr.

Guusett, director of the anti-cancer centre of Strasbourg,
will be held at tlhe Strasbourg faculty of medicine fromn
October 16th to 31st, when lectures and demonstrations on
cancer will be given in the various departmnents of the faculty.
The fee is 300 francs. Further informnation can be obtained
from Dr. Gunsett, Hopital Civil, Strasbourg.
SIR C. J. MARTIN, dlirector of the.Lister Institute, has been

appointed by the Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries to be
chairmijan of the departmental cornumittee which will report
on .the reconstruction of the Royal Veterinary College with
reference to the cost, the acconmmodation to be provided, the
site- of a new building, and arranigemtients to bo made in
respect of the Animat Pathology Research Institute now
situated at the college. The otlher miiembers of the comn-
mittee are: Dr. 0. Ciarnock Bradlley, Sir Merrik Burrell,
Mr. H. E. Dale, Sir Walter Fletchler, Mr. J. R. Jaclson, Sir
E. Cooper Perry, Major-General H. T. Sawyer, and Lieut.-
Colonel Sir Archibald Weigall. The secretary of this com-
niittee is Mr. V. E. -Willkins of the Ministry of Agriculture
and Fisheries.

IdUrst, 'flott, at118 tnf1urs
All commtinications in regard to editorial business shlould be
addressed to The EDITOR, British Medical iiournal, British
Medical Association House, Tavistock Square, W.C.1.

ORIGINAL ARTICLES anld LETT:ERS forwarded for puiblication
are understood to be olfered to the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL
alone tinless tlhe cortltLar y be stated. C(orriesponidents wilo wish
notice to be takeni of tiheir corruu-ianicatiotis sliotild aut}enticate
them witih thieir namies, not necessarily for publication.

Authots desirinig RE!'lPRINTS of theit articles ptiblislhed in the
BaITISIH MEDICAL JOURNAL mtlst corrlinrutnicate with the Financial
Secretarv and Buisitness Manager, Br itishi Medical Association
House, Tavistock Square, W.C.1, on receipt of proofs.

All comnmuinications witli reference to ADVERT1SEMENTS, as well
as orders for col)ies of thle JOURNAL, slhouild be addr-essed to the
Financial Secretarv and Btusiness Manager.

The TELCPHONE NUMBERS of tihe Brtitislh Medical Association
and the BRuTiShI MEDICAL -JOURNAL ar-e MIUShKUAI 986!, 9S62, 983
and 9S64 (interTial exchange. fouir lines).

Thie TELEGRAPHIC ADDRESSES are:
EDITOR of the BRITISIi MEDICAL JOURNAL, Aitiology Wcstcent,Lotndon.
FINANCIAL SE-CRETARZY AND BUSINESS MfANAGER

(Advertisernen ts, etc.). Articntlate We.xtecnt, Loit(lono.
MEDTCAL SECRETARY, AMedisecra festeent, London.

The address of the Irishl Office of the Britisji Medical Association
is 16, Souitht Freder ick Street, Dtiblin (telegrani: BacillutsDublini; telephione: 62550 Duiblini), and of the Scottishi Office'
7, Drtiumsleugh Gardens, Edinburgh (telegrams: Associate,Edinbur-gh; tel eplione 24361 Edinbuirgh).

QUERIES AND ANSWERS.
MEDICAL TREATMENT IN CHINA.

DR. J. JONES (Bromley, Kent) writes in answer to Fleet Surgeon
Home's in(juiry in the British Jlledicaul Journal of August 4th
(p. 228): Thouigh I have been a medical missionary in China from
1905 to 1927 (excltulding fuirlouighs), an(d have served in four of
China's provinces, I cannot recall atiy Chinese telling me of the
system of retaining fees for patients, which are discontinued
during periods of ill-healthi. Neither has my ivife, who has lived
in China longer than I, hleard of that practice.

DR. MARGARE-r E. MCNEILL writes from Belfast: I can spealk onily
for Manchuria, whtere I lhave beent a medical missionaty for
twenty-seveii and(l a hisl f years. I a(gree wvith the Chinlese
informants thiat it is -not true that patients pay retuininig fees
to their doctors, wlichli are (liscontiniue(t (I1uirng uilness. Chinese
" (loctors " ofteii guarantee " cures " an(l extract mlonley. from
patients in a(lvanlce. Th'e "cures" are njot always satisfactory.
I canniot spealk withi auithority for otier parts of China, hut do
not think it likely tiat there is mticih tihith in thie oft-repeated
story.

MfATE.RNITY WORK IN RUSSIA.
DR. F. EDGEI (Birminglham) asks lhow hie may obtain a copy or

translationI of the rll1es for mi1atern1ity celses in Ru1ssiat. He
particuilarly (lesires information about ally anite-niatal work.

INCOMJE TAX.
TTJife's Mledical Eanhings.

S. D. T." is marriedi aniid resi(les witth lher husband. Since
November, 1926, sle las had a plate up at their residenice,
bbiut so far there las beetn nio (lilnancial returni from l)atients."

Wliat shioul lbe (le(lucte(l in her hmusband's returni of tiheir total
joinit inicomle in respect of expenises ?

* * * Apparently there has beeni nio niet cash income yet, bni
presuimably fees are or will be duie for professional services, so
that oni the basis of "bookiugs "-appropriate toa nelew practice-
tihere wvoul( be n1o real " loss." Wlat expenises cani be (leducted
in arrivimng at the hook profit, or the loss if thiere shioulld be one,
niulst (lepend(I so mIulchI on1 the precise facts that giuidanice is
(lifficult. A clergyminat is conisidere(r to l)e enititle(d to one-eiglth
of tile general cost of remIt, etc., for the uise of hiis stuidy for his
clerical office, and(l perllaps some fractioni between that anid the
omle-lhalf comnmoiily appl;ied to provincial practitioniers migiht be
reasoniable.

Tax Patyaible after PIetirement.
"E. E. AM." conitempllites retirillg from the Colonial Service anid

iniquiires wlhat tax will be payable by llini on £900 penlsion plus
£1,100 itnterest.

* * * Tlhe calculation is as follows:
Total incomie .£2,OCO
Deduct: Ear-ned income allowance.£250

1'ersolial allowance (tmarried). £225
Children (3) ... ... 1160

£535
£1,465

of wlhich £225 cbargeable at 21-, tax, ... ... £22 10 0
and the balance, £1,240 chargeable at 41-. ... ... £&48 0 0

__£270100

LETTERS. NOTES, ETC.

SUNSPOTS AND SUDDE-N DE.ATH.
SOME montbs ago (April 16tlh, 1927, p. 750) ve mentioned the hlvpo.

thesis stubmitte(d to the Acadl6urie (le M6decine by -Dr. M1. Faulre,
associating the appearance of thie occurrence of aculte crises' jn
variouis cliro1iic jllIesses witli the passage of spots over time solar
meridiant. Dr. li'aure, wlhose a(diress is: La Malomi, -l6rault,
Franice, nowv intvites ally interested to commu-nicafte (Iirectly with
hyim, witlh a view to the collectioni of clintical evi(lenice. He
iundertakes also to notify in advantce tile tramlsit of these sulnspots.

ST. THOMAS's DIRJeCTORY.
A NEW e(lition has been prepared of the Alphabetical and Loc'7l Li-.i

of Old Students of St. Thomitas's Hospital. 'T'me greater part of tlhis
directory is arrange(d in twvo sections, the first being an alpha.
betical list of names anid the seconid a locail list. 01(1 St. Thiomallas's
mieni will welcoinie this compilation, 'vhichl is, ve uniderstaid,
largely due to the illdustry of Mr. Robert Ho)kills.

BARLEY FOR INFANTS.
ME.SSRS. KEEN, ROBINSON AND CO., ILTD., of Norwich, lhave revised
the inifanit fee(digi d(lirectious and recipes oni time container of
their patenit barley for inifalts andi( fom- making barley watter antd
pud(lings, bringing lip to date the feed ing recip)es and sinmplifying
tlhe process of preparinig feeds.

THiE REPORT OF THEiCOMMITTEE ON VACCINATION.
Correctiont.

WE liave been aslce(d to correct two errors wlhichl appeared in
the stimmary of the al)ove report ptublished in thie dournal of
Auguist 11th. On page 267, line 21 from foot of the first coltmnn,
"majority" shouldI)e" miniority "-; on page 268, line 10 from top
of the first colnimlu, "revaccinations" slhould be "'vaccinations."

VACANCIES.
NOTIFICATIONS of offices vacatnt in nutiversities, medlical coHlees,
and of vacanit resident and otlher app)ointments at hospitals, wiii
be fouind at pages 36, 37, 40, 41, and(i 42 of ouir advertisement
columns, and advertisements as to partnerships, assistantships
and locumtenetncies at pages 38 and 39.
A short summary of vacant posts notified in thle advertisement

columnis appears in the Supplemient at page 108.


