
OCT. I3, 1928] MEMORANDA. . THE Bumm 6

DIAGNOSIS AND TRtEATMENT.
The diacrnosis of sterility rests on the examiniation of

the patienit and of the semen. If necrozoospermia is
found a searelh must be made for signs of infection in the
genital tr act. Azoospermia means either that there is
a blockage in the ducts or else that spermatozoa are not
being formed'. 'To ditferentiate between the two conditions
the testes mulst be p)unctured with a hvpodermic needle
and the e'tracted' flilid examined microscopically. Should
spermatozoa be present 'a searching investigation must be
niade to -discover the site 'of the obstruction. Most fre-
quenitly tlisis-situated -either 'in'the epididymal canal or
in the ejaculatory duct's. A history of epididymitis and
the peirsistence of a thickeniing in the lobus minor are
'stronmgly in favour of the former. If neither is found,
posteriouriietlhroscopy shouild be carried out with, when-
;ever possible, catheterization of 'the ejaculatory ducts.
Additional information may be obtained by inje¢ting a
dye into the vas at the neck of the scrotum' and watching
for its appear-ance in the urethra.

Unfortuniiately surgery as yet offers little helpl for the
treatment of stenosis, whether it 'be in the epididymis or
in the ejaculatorv duLcts. 'Ntmerouts operations 'have been
devised for effectinig a freslh anastomosis of the vas with
the epididvmis so as to overcome any blockage that may
exist in that situation. Successes, however, are of the
greatest riarity, owing chiefly to the difficulty of ensuring
that the anastomosis remains patent. Obstruction in the
ejaculatory ducts may sometimes be overcoiime bv catheter-
ization anid by energetic treatment of a residual infection
in the prostate by means of massage.

If sterility be the riesuilt of aspermatogenesis a careful
search must be made for its cause. The history of past
illn-esses, the habits, mode of life, and diet of the patient,
must all be reviewed anid everv effort ma(le to improve
the reneral laealth. The fact that conception frequently
ocCUrs at the end of a long summer holiday is an indica-
tioni of the close relationslhip that exists between general
plh-ysical efficien-cy and fertilitv. Veterinarv s&mrgeons 'deal
withl sterility in stalled aniimals by letting them run wild
in the fields. If bank clerks and othelr followers of
se(lentary occupations coutld be treated similarly their
fertility would unidoubtedly be iniereased.
The importance of infections, whether in the geniital

tract or elsewbhere in the body, has already been
emphasized. All septic foci must, therefore, be dealt
with, however remote may seem the conuiexion- with the
patient's sterility.

Endocrine tlherapy is worth tr-ing in cases of aspermato-
genesis even- when the ductless glands do not appear to
be implicated. Anterior lobe pituitarv extract is by far
tlhe miiost uiseful of the endocrine products, and shiould
be persevered witlh for six months. At the end of this
time the testes should again be examiined for the presenice
of spermatozoa. Drugs, except wlhen giveni as toniCs,
are, so far as I know, useless. It has been said that
testicular grafts have a stimulating action on the patielnt's
owni glanids, but as I have nlot used them for this purpose
I can nieither conifirmli nor refute this statement. If signs
of hypothiyrioidism are present treatm-ient with thyroid
extr-act is likely to have a stimulatinig action on the tubules.
In viewv of the part plaved' by sunlight in the seasonal

growth of the testicles of birds I am tempted to think
that smiiall doses of ultra-violet light might exert a favour-
able action oln some cases of aspermatogenesis. However,
as et I have no observationis of this to report to you.

CONCLUSION.
In this paper I have laid emiplhasis on the type of

sterility that is uniassociated with aniy obvious physical
defects. I have done so deliberately because I feel that
in the past we have occupied our selves too much with
questionls of aniatomy, too little with the physiology' of
reproduction. We have searched for displacemelnts of the
Mwomb ain.d abniorm-nalities of the cervix, and having cor-
rected these have felt satisfied that we have done all
that is within our power and that the rest must be left
to Nature. But it is not enough that the spermatozoa
should enlter the uterine cavity and that thle OVUm1 should
be thrown into the Fallon)ian tube. For the meeting anld

fusiqn of these two cells certain conditions are necessary,
concerning which we at present know little or nothing.
Wolbarst's insistence on the importanlce of examining the
behaviour of spermatozoa when in contact with the female
secretions is a move in the right- direction. But more
than this is necessary. We must understand more fully
-the part played by the secretions of the secondary glanids
of sex. We must stuidy the reaction of the spernmatozoa
to the variouis fluids it meets in its perilous journey
from the seminiferous tubules to the ovum, the secretions
of the ep)ididymis, the vesicles, the prostate, the cervix,
anid the uterius. We mulst discover the reason of ourl
failure to; i-iseminate a hbealthy womani with wlhatl are
apparently healthy spermatozoa.
We are struggling to treat *sterility with an utterly

insufficient knowledge of the physiology of im-lpregniationi-
shooting arrows haphazard into the air in the hope that
one p)erchance may reach its mark. If we are to obtainl
the exact kniowledge on which a scienitific treatment call
alonie be based we must work, not apart, as people viewing
the problem from the p)oint of view of the gynnecologist
or the genito-urinary suirgeon, but together, as colleagiues
engaged on a single task. Only then cani we hope to fill
ill some of the gaps in our knowledge an-d to establish
our treatment on a scienitific basis.
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ACUTE IDIOPATHIC DILATATION OF THE
STOMACH.

THE following case may be worthy of reeord oii accounjit
of its comparative rarity, th-e unusual plhysical signs pre-
sented, and the nature of the fiindings at niecropsv, which
were iniconisistent with the commonly stated etiology.
On July 18th, 1928, the patient, a girl 24 years of age, with

no previous history of ill health, was suiddenly seized with vomnit-
ing, which persisted until shortly before her death three days
later. Duriing thei previous week her appetite had been deficieiit
anid her general coiidition somewhat below its usual standard.
For three days there was absolute conistipationi.

Coniditioni on Admaissioni to Hosp)ital, July 21st, 1-928.-The patient.
was collapsed; she complainied of abdominal pain and suffered fromti
thirst. Moderate quanitities of brown fluid were vomited at short
initervals. The abdomeln was not distended, though it was a little
fulter in the hypogastrium than in the epigastrium. A wave
synchronous with the cardiac systole passed from the left lhypo-
chondrium to the 1hypogastrium, anid a splashing and gurglinig
sound, also synchronious with systole, was distinctly audible without
using the stethoscope. On auscultationi with the stethoscope sounidds
were heard resembling those described as Hippocratic succession in
the chest. The apex beat of the heart was visible in the mid-
axillary line, and was diffuse anid slappinig in character. The
right border of the lheart was one inch to the right of the
sternum, but there was no visible epigastric pulsation. A t the
ncrciopsy the most noteworthy features were: (1) The stomach
was so enormously distended that the greater culrvature sat on
the brim of the true pelvis, where it bent on' itself, a portion
returning towards the duodenum; 12) the distenisioni extended
alonig the elntire duodenium and did niot cease abruptly-Lhat is to
say, thle distended gut gradually gave place to the collapsed
lesser bowel about a foot from the duodeno-jejunal qexure; (3) a
ring of lesser dilatation inidicated the position of the pyloric
sphincter; (4) the whole of the small initestinie was collapsed aiid
pirolapsed in the pelvis miiior; the mesenter y was longer tlhani
normal. The thymus gland weiglhed 1/3 oz., and the thyroid
gland 114 oz. In the suprarenal gland there was no depletion of
the cortical lipoid. There was iio other relevanit pathology.
From a consideration of the facts it wouLild seem jtustifi-

able to stuggest that, although there was in fact a prolap)se
of the small guit into the pelvis, thec iineseuiter-y was not
the constricting agent,. Again, becatse of the absence of
a definite delimiftation of the distension., it may be suig-
gested that the cause, rathel than being an affair of
simple mechaniics, miiay be related in some way to tile
nervous mechaniism for the control of tonus of the glit.

I am indebted to Dr. W. H. Thompson for permission to publislh
this case.

FRED GRUNDY, M.B., Ch.B.Leeds,
Bradford. M.R.C.S.Eng:
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FOUR CASES OF GLIOMA RETINAE IN ONE
FAMILY.

GLIOMA retinae is a rare condition; in the course of the
last five years only 11 cases have been treated at the
Ro4)yal Eyo Hospital. During this time 114,764 patients
wero seen; this hospital, being the only Lonidon eye hos-
pital soutlh of the Thames, draws its material inot only
from Soutlh London, but from the suburbs and a large
area of the country. The occurrence of four cases of
gliomnla retinao would seeni to be worthy of record; the
ni-otlier of this family has had fivo children, of wlhom one
died at birth and one is sound. The clinical histories of
the other three childien are as follows.
Leonard was born in 1919. In August, 1921, he was found to

be suffering from a gliorna of the right eye, which was
enucleated. In January, 1923, he was readmitted witlh a glioma
in the left eye. The white mass was quite evident by focal
illumination, although he could still see to play with his toysin his cot. On removing this eye I found a mass of growth as
big as a hazel nut projecting through the sclerotic. In spiteof the orbit having been eviscer-ated, the growth recurred in situ
in the following May, and he did not long survive.
Walter was born in 1921. At the age of three months the righteye was removed for glioma. He remains healthy.
Ernest was born in March, 1928. I saw him in May with a

glioma in the right eye, which was enucleated.
This remarkable family history thereforeo shows four

children surviving their birth; three have been affected by
retiinal glioma, two losinlg one eye each, and one losinig
botlh eyes and subsequently succumbing to a recurreiice.
We can trace this terrible misfortune for the mother to

an operation which was performed in May, 1897, when the
lright eye of a child aged 2 years and 3 months was removed
for glioma; this patient became later the father of the
family here reported.
For one who has seen a child dying from glioma there

cani be no alternative but to remnove the eye, even if it
be time only one. From the individual point of view-from
that of the child perhaps, from that of the parent
certainly-it is the right and only course; but wlhat a
(lisaster for the communitv and the welfare of the race!
I fear this is only one instance of what tlie progress of
sturgery and medicine is capablo of doing for man by pre-
serving individuals suffering from an hereditaiv tainit, who
would, in the ordinary course of natu:;e, be eliminated.

T. W. LETCHWORTH, M.B., F.R.C.S.,
Surgeon, Royal Eye Hospital.

PHTHISIS AT THE AGE OF 85.
THE following case of pulmonary tuberculosis in a wooman
aged 85 seems worthy to be recorded.
A widow, aged 85, whom I have known for several years, butwho has never previously consulted me professionally, sent forme in November, 1927, for a slight sprain of the ankle. Her

mother and father had been healthy and had lived to old age.Her brother and two sisters were healthy also. The patient hadbeen a widow for forty years. She had had five children, ofwhom four were living and healthy. She had always had verygood-health, and could not remember having seen a doctor sinceher last confinement.
While attending her tor the sprained ankle she mentioned thatshe had "wheezing" and a slight cough. The cough had com-menced in June, 1927, and had continued off and on, She felt

very annoyed that she should be troubled with it, and couldnot understand why she should be ill, since up to then she hadbeen very active, taking long walks and frequently visitingtheatres and amusements at night. I examined her chest andfound a general bronchitis which is common in old people. Thetemperature was normal and the sputum scanty, but difficult toexpectorate.
During December she became worse, with pyrexia up to 1010 F.,but mostly between 99.20 and 1000. In January, 1928, the leftupper lobe began to break down and night sweats commenced.-The sputum became muco-purulent, and on examination tuberclebacilli were found in large numbers. In February she had a briskhaemoptysis lasting three days. Since then. the disease hasadvanced rapidly, and now practically the whole of the left lungis involved and the right apex in addition. I have had the sputum

examined on three separate occasions, and it has always beenstrongly positive. She is rapidly losing ground and the pyrexiais constant.
I can trace no reasoni for the disease coming on so late

in life; she has not lived with anyone wlho has had similar
trouble. The only thing I can find is that she has always
had in the house a nulmber of animal pet,s, especially cats,
but these, she declares, have always beenl healthy.
East Sheen. D. A. CUAM:BERLA\IN, M.R.C.S. , L.R{.C.P.

MEDICAL AMBITIONS AND IDEALS.
PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS TO THE MEDICAL SOCIETY OF

LONDON.
AT the first meetinig of the session of the Medical Society
of Loiidoli on October 8th, Dr. WALTER CARR, the president,
delivered his addlress from the chair. At the preliminary
business meeting of the Society it was announced that Johi
Ward's diary, onie of the valuable possessions of the Society,
lhad beeni sold for £10,000, of which sumii £9,000 hlad beeii
invested and £1,000 devoted to improvements in the
library.
Dr. Walter Carr, who mentioned that he had been a

Fellow of the Society for just upon forty years, took for his
subject " Medical ambitions and ideals." Medical men, he
said, were necessarily moved by the same impulses as others,
although their ambitions might be somewhat more altruistic
and less directly selfish than those of the majority of their
fellows. Three motives in particular influenced those who
aimed at becoming leaders or rulers in any department of
life. The first was the love of power and influence, whiclh
really meant the desire to rule over other people; even the
acquisition of wealth was generally coveted, not for its owni
sake, but as a necessary step towards the attainment of
such authority. The second motive was the desire to bring
about uniformity. Here man differed from nature, for
whereas the keynote of nature was diversity, uniformity
w-as always man's ideal, and the more capable a man was,
and the more convinced as to the rightfulness of his views,
the- more determined was he likely to be, especially as he
got older, to make others think, talk, and act as he did
himself. Finallv, a mali liked to convincp himself and
other men that in exercising power he was not acting from
selfish motives, but was really anxious to benefit others.
The most typical and successful example of the exercise
of these three motives on a large scale was afforded by the
Catholic Churchl in the Middle Ages, wheni it attained
supreme power over practically every department of humani
life, establishled uniformity of belief by ruthlessly extir-
pating every form of heresy and schism, and justified
all its deeds of tyranny and cruelty on the plea that
ilt was acting in the best interests of its victims. Now that
the power and influence of the mediaeval Church lha(l
declined, it would seem that the medical professioni might
aspire, perhaps, to replace it I

A Mledical Bureaucracy.
The speaker then, adopting a tone of gentle irony, indi-

cated how medical men might attain these ambitions.
Power over their fellow men would, of course, be gained
through a State medical service, at the head of whlich
would be the chief medical officer to the Ministry of
Health-not the Minister of Health himself, who, to his
chief medical officer, would be as king to cardinal. Indeed,
thle position of the chief medical officer would be like that
of Pope in the mediaeval Church; under him would be
inspectors and consultants-at :present 'called regional
medical officeris-who would correspond to bish-ops, while
district medical officers, to each of whom would be allotted
the care of a certain number of people, would be like parish
priests. Separate staffs of doctors would be trained to take
charge of the State and municipal hospitals, to act as
medical officers of health, and to be responsible for the maniy
departments of preventive medicine.
The question of health entered in some way into practi-

cally every part of a mian's life and being-fromii the moment
of his conception to the final disposal of his remains after
death. Therefore the State, through the medical profes-
sion, would nob only provide ante-natal care, would ensure
that every baby was born in a suitable institution, and¢
would look closely after the individual through infancy,
childhood, and school life, but would havo the final voice in
settling his vocation (this would be determined by thle schlool
and family doctors in conlsultation with the p)sychlologrist),
his hours of laboulr, lenlgth of h1olidays, age of retiremlent,
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deceive himself by a mere play of words, and he was never
ashamed of admitting his ignor-anice. He might have
theories, huit lhe frankly admitted that they were theories
aaid merelv signposts for directions of inquiry. He was
also undoubtedly possessed of the rare faculty of imagina-
tioni, which is not surprising when we recollect that both
hiis father and uncle were distinguished artists.
As well as being a searcher after trutil himself, he had

the gift of inspir-ing others with the same ambition, and
no man ever attr acted a larger hand of wvorkers round
him. His department was always olpen to anyone who
needed facilities to work at a pr-oblemi, and wlheni once
a nman or woimani gained enitranice to a cor'nei in hiis work-
shop Patonl gave of his advice anid hiell) in no stinted
fashiton. His w\as tlhe department to wh\'ich all those eager
to cngage ill comparative medicine anid surgery turned.
Not only was he ani excellenit director, but he was at the
same timle ani ideal co-worker. He was a stimulating
colleaguie; he always took a big share in the work of any
investigation with whiIich lhe was associated; and he gave
anid took criticism ini the freest maniner, so that at the end
of the task onie's a(dmirationi for his mental powers anid
regard for his genuinieness were enhanced.
That Paton -was. a big an-d generouss man there is no

qtuestion. He had a great presence; h-e wasr tall, with
regular, almiiost beautitiful, features, and a kindly expression.
He w as Ol)li as The day; in fact, his frankness and his
loyalty to fiends and hiis ilntolerance of dishonesty must
often have broought trouLble to himself. With the utmost
tr uth it may be said that his is a memory which will
remain as a great stimu-tlus to a vast number of students
a-nd co-workers. L. ,

[The phiotogriaph reprodutced is by J. Russell and Sons, Ltd.,
London.]

Dr. JAME,,s THOMAS CURRIE LAING, who dikd in London on
October 7th at tfle age of 57, received his medical educa-
tioni at Edinbur18ghi, where lie graduated M.B., C.M. in
1892. He was a memnber of the British Medical Associa-
tion. W'e are indebted to Sir James Pir-ves-Stewartt for
thie following appreciation: The death of Dr. J. T. C.
Laing, or " Jimmii Laing," as he was affectioniately called
b' hlis friends, colleag-tues, and patients, conmes as a shock
aitd an irrel)arable loss to all who knew him. Jimmv Laing
was tlhe filnest type of Scot, a man of strikingly handsomne
physiq-Ue and athiletic build, tallI, lean, and muscular, in his
youth a fine boxer and throughout his life a keen slpwts-
mani. After gradTuating in Edinburgh in 1892 he was for
a timOe hlow)-sulvgeon to the late Professor Annandale.
He tllea livedt several adventurous years, first at tle
Klontdvke gold rush, wlhen he held the post of assistant
sur11gea0Sn at the Gool Samaritan Hospital, Dawson City,
anid later as a surgeon attached to the Canadian Scouts in
the South Africian war. Subsequentlv he was induced to
settle in London, w-here, by sheer force of persanality, he
speedily built up a practice of ever-increasing importAjnce,
not confined to London, but uiltimlately exteniding far
beyond it. -During the late waar lie didl vraluable work in
LondOn as physiciaii to various hospitals for officers, aiid
was nmenitioned in disp.vtches. o'oi- many years he Was the
popular1 secretary of the Edinburgh Ulniveysity Club of
LondoIn, and later its vice-president. Up till abotut a Year
ago he suistained t-he burden of a large practice, apparently
witholt eff ai-t. It theii becae evident to his friends that hi's
physical stArength was flaggling. Destpite a, voyage to Sloth
Afr-ica early in the presenit year, he founlid Iminrself uinable
to continue his wark in LonCdoni, anid accor-dlingl5sp)ent tlhe
sunmer quietly in, Scotlaiid until a few days aggo. He then
returned to. his home in Lonidon, w^he-re lhe rapidlv suc-
cllimbed to a putlmonary affection at the age of 57. Suceess
never spoiled him,, nor did he ever waver in lo-alty to his
friends. There was a singular charnm abouit him which
seemed automiatically -io attract the affection- of his fellow
meni. His loss leaves a gap in the wiide circle of his
frienids throughout the country whlich cannot be filled. If
it be true of the good manl that his works do live after lim,
thIeni surely Jimmy Laing's memory will remain mwarm in
the hearts of all wlho had the privilege of his frienidslhip.
Gay, debon-air, humorous, modest, kindly, and wise, every-

one who knew him will agree that he possessed all these
qualities. He leaves behind him a widow and youthful
daughter and son, to whom the deep sympathy of his
friends will be extended.

We regret to ainnounce the deathi, at the age of 73, of
Professor HOLGER RASMUS EMIL MYGIND, who wa.s a
l)ioneer of otologv and larynigology in Denmark. He was,
the autihor of works on congenital deafiness anid deaf-
mutism, anid of a small textbook oni diseases of the upper
respiratory tract. An English translation of lis work on
deaf-niutismII alppearecd in 1894. He had mnaniv frienids iin
Englanid, anid his widow is the daughter of Mr. S. Nash,
formerly Danishi consul at Cardiff.

The following well-known foi-eigii miaeclaieii live
died recently: Dr. PROKOP ISFREIHEIIR VON ROXITANSKY,
professor of medical pathology and theleal)eluties at
Innisbrnck; Dr. GuSTAV VON SCHLEICIH, professor Of
ophthalmology at Tiihingen; and Profe8sor H. VON
BARDEILEBEN, a Berlin gynaecologist, age(l 54.

UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE.
THE outgoing Vice-Chancellor, the Rev. G. A. Weelkes, in the
course of his valedictory address in tlle Senate House oni October
lst, referred to the recent offer by the International EdIucation
Board of the Rockefeller Foundation to contribute £250,000 to the
University Library Btilding Fund, and explainied that this nuinifl-
cent offer fermed part of a larger proposal to provide for new aInd
much needed developments in the plhysical aind biological studies.
of the University. The offer in its entirety a-mounted to a gift of
£700,000, on condition that the University should raise the balance
of the sum required for the completion of the whole schemne. The
offer had been considered, with approval, by the Council, the
General Board, and the Financia,l Board, but had not as yet been
laid before the University. Mr. Weekes referred also to the loss
sustained by the University throuighi the death of Mr. G. E.
Wherry, consulting surgeon to Addeiubrooke's Hospital, and for
many years university lecturer in surgery. The btuilding in Tennis
Court Road, wihich has been providied for the departments of
pathology and animal pat-hology by a grant from the trustees of
the Rockefeller Foundation and by the Gates Beqt;est, is niow in
cecupation, and will be ready for -the formal opening cereimony
n-ext term.

UNIVERSITY OF LONDON.
AT the September matriculation there were 100 successful candi-
dates in the first division antid 373 in tite second division; 27 others
tok the supplementary certificate in Latilu

UNIVERSITY OF LEEDS.
THE following candidates have been approved at the examiuation
indicatedl:
FIrAL M.B.. Car.B. (Part n.-J. Kak, H. T. Knowles, J. Loofe, and

G. J. Marks. __=

UNIVERSITY OF LIVERPOOL.
THm following candidates have been approved at the examina-
tion indicated:
D.P.H.-Enid Baile, C. A. Birch. Margaret W. Blackwoocl, B. T.

Chadwick, A. Wahid.

UNIVER1SITY OF GLASGOW.
THE following candidates have been approved at the examination
indicated:
FINAL M.B., Cu.B.-T. Andlerson, T. H. Anderson, J. Barr, N. Bernstein,

D. Camern, I. Canmpbell, H. Chapman, T. L Chapmnan, W. J~
Christie, Mary C. Clark. J. E. H. Cogan, E. Collier, B. cordiner.
W. L. Cuthbert, N'. Dougltas. G. S. Easton, T. Elliott, J. Fergusot).
W. J. L. Francis, .J. B. Gaylor, D. Glen, H. F Gl}en, Christiina A.
Greenshields, Elizabeth Grierson, B. Gyer, D. M. Hart, T. A. Haslett,
J. B. Hendersofi, J. A. Hill, J. Jam-iieson, Elizabeth P. Macadamn.
D. MAcartney, W. G. T. Macfie, A. M. Macgregor, A. A-acInnes.
C. MacKenzie, W.M,lackie, G. MacKinnon, H. R. MacLeanast, J. S.
M'MilIan A. Macnah, W. H. NV. 'lWhirter. * A. Miller, J. G. Miller,
R. G. Miller, * G. L. Montgomery, J. V. Ogilvic, W. L. Read, W.r
Robertson, J. A. loughead, D. Russell, T. S. Sco-tt, -J. Simpson.,
C. E. Stewart. Ntariaret 0. Temlpfeton, A. G. Thonson, ,J. Tidd,
J. Trotter, A. Weir, Bessie L. M. Weir, C. H. Wilkie, W. J. Wood-
ward, * J. Yonace, D. K. M. Chalm,ers, D. M. Haugh, Mary E.
Minihan, E. A. Robertson.

* With dlistinction in midwifery.

ROYAL COLLEEGE OF SURGEONS OF iNGLA.N n.
THEianual meeting of Fellows anid Members will b3 h>eid at tk*
College, Lincoltn's Inn Fields, W.C., on Thursday, November 15-h,
at 3 p.m.
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THE fourteenth annual conference of the National Associa-
tion for the Prevention of Tuberculosis wvill be held in
the Great Hall of the British Medical Association House,
Tavistock Square, W.C.1, on October 15th and 16th. Sir
Arthur Stanley will fornmally open the conference. The flrst
day's discussion will be on the occurrence of tuberculosis
among primitive people, and the speakers will include
Dr. R. C. Ferguson, Director of Medical Services of the
Saskatchewan Aniti-Tuberculosis League; Dr. J. J. Vassal,
ex Director of Health for French Equatorial Africa; and
Professor S. Lyle Cuinmins. On the second (lay the subject
for discussion will be the principles underlying a national
anti-tuberculosis scheme, and the speakers will include Sir
Robert Philip, Dr. Howard Holbrook, medical dlirector of the
Mountain Sanatorium, Hamilton, Canada, and Dr. G. Lissant
Cox, tuberculosis officer for Lancashire.
A DINNER of the combined Yorkshire Associations of Scottish

Graduates will be held at the Queen's Hotel, Leeds, on
Fri(lay, Oclober 19th, at 7 p.m. The guests of the evening
will be the three parliamentary representatives of the
Scottish Universities, Sir George A. Berrv, M.B., LL.D.,
Mr. John Bubhan, LL.D., and Mr. J. M. Cowan, M.A. The
chair will be taken by Dr. J. B. Baillie, Vice-Chancellor
of Leeds University. All graduates of these universities
resident in Yorkshire, whether members of the various
associations or not, are invited to attend and to bring guests
(including ladies) if they so wish. Tickets and any further
informiation mijay be obtained from the houorary secretary
of the combined dinner, Dr. William MacAdam, 40, Park
Square, Leeds.

THFl St. Thcmais's IHospital annual old students' dinner
will be held on Friday, October 26th, at 8 o'clock, at St.
'T'homuias's House, Lamnbeth Palace Road, S.E. The chair will
be taken by Mr. E. F. White, F.R.C.S.
AT the aninual festival service of the Guild of St. Lulue in

Westmiiinster Abbey on Sunday, October 21st, at 6.30 p.m.,
the preacher will be the Rev. Canlon C. S. Woodward. No
tickets for admllission are required, and medical practitioners
are invited to attend.
THE Loug Fox Memaorial Lecture will be delivered by Dr.

J. Odery Sytnes in the Physiological Theatre of the Univel sity
of Bristol on Taiesday, October 3016h, at 8.30 p.an.; the subject
is thie relation of erythema noaosum to tuberculosis and
otlher diseases.
A MEETING of the Tuberculosis Associationi will be lield at

the hotise of the Royal Society of Medicine, 1, Wimpole
Street, W.1, on Wednesday, October 17th, at 5.30 p.m., wien
Proressor R. H. Plimmer will read a paper oe recent work
of vitamins. At 8 p.m. there will be a discussion on artificial
pneumnothorax-treatment frorn different aspects.
THE first meeting of the neNv session of the West Kent

Medico-Chirurgical Society will be held at the Miler General
Hospital, Greenwich, to-day (Friday, October 12th), at 8.45 p.m.
After the routine business a series of clinical cases will be
shown.
As already announced, the secon(d international conference

on light an(i heat and medicine and surgery will be held
in tile University of London buildings at South Kensington,
fromii October 29th to November 1st. Sir Hentrv G-auvain will
discuss light therapy in relatiou to surgical tuberculosis,
Dr. M. Weinbren its use in pulmonary tuberculosis, and
Dr. W. J. O'Donovan its application in skin diseases. Dr.
W. Kerr Ruissell will speak on apparatus fox the production
of ulhra-violet rays for. medical purposes and Dr. C. B. Heald
the development of new electro-therapeutic apparatus.
Several speakers from foreign countries wvill take part in thie
conference. Dr. Frauz Nagelschmidt (Berlin) will describe
a newv 'itethod of applying heat by diathertniy and will open
a dliscussion on foamu treatment;- Dr. W. Flaskaun)p (Erlangen)
will discuss li,,ht and heat in gynaecology, Dr. A. J. Cetnach
(Vienua) will give an address on ultra-violet thierapy in oto-
rhinio-laryngology, and Dr. M. J. Dorcas (Clevelandl, U.S.A.)
will readl a paper on tile distribution of energy from various
types of arcs. An exhibition to be held in counexion with
the contference will be opened on October 29th at 2.30 p.m.
by Sir Johu Snell, chairman of the Electricity Commiissioners,
with Dr. F. E. Fremantle, M.P., in the chair.

Thie British Institute of Philosophical Studies has arranged
for two courses of lectures during the forthcoming Michaelmas
term: (1) Four great philosophers an(d the modern outlook,

by Professor L. J. Russell; (2) Contemnporary philosophy, by
the director bf studies, Mr. Syduey Hooper. A syllabus can
be ladl on applicatiouto thetemnporaryoffices of the Institute,
88,Kinosway,W.C.2.

A COURSE of nine lectures on "The indebtedness of industry
to pure science," under the auspices of the Faculty of Scielce,
will be given at King's College, Strand, W.C., during Lbe
Michaelmas term on Wednesdays at 5.30 p.m., beginning oi
October 17th, when an introductory address will be deliveredl
by Sir Oliver Lodge. The succeeding lectures will be given
by members of the staff; among them will be an address, cn
November 7th, by Dr. F. A. P. Aveling on "The humsan
factor," while a week later Professor R. J. S. McDowall
will speak on "Physiology and national efficiency." Adm is-
sion is free, without tickets.
AMONG the public lectures to be given at University

College, Gower Street, W.C.1, during the winter monthis of
the year is a course of three by Dr. John Owens on " Stmiolke
pollution of the air and public health." The first lectute vill
be given on Friday, November 2nd, at 5.30 p.m., with Sir
Napier- Shaw In the chair, and the others on FriWaN,
November 9th, and Wednesday, November 14th, at the saimie
hour.
THE Fellowship of Medicine and Post-Graduate Medical

Association announce that the opening lecture of its newv
series will be given by Mr. C. Max Page, on Monday, October
15th, in the lecture hall of the Medical Society of London, 11,
Chandos Street, Cavendish Square, W.; the title of the lectutie
will be "Somre points in the treatment of fractures." On
Wednesday, October 17th, clinical demonstrations will be

given by Mr. Jefferson Faulder, at the Golden Square Throat
Hospital, at 3 p.m., and by Dr. G. B. Dowling at the St. Johln's
Hospital for Diseases of the Skin, at 4 p.m., and at the samiie
hour will be the second demonstration of the series un(lertalke
by Dr. S. H. Daukes, at the Wellcome Museuim of Med.ral
Science, 33, Gordon Square, W.C.1, his subject being Tine
transmission of helminthic diseases." The above lectures
and demonstrat!ons are open to the medical profession withl-
out fee. A fortnight's morning course by thie honorary stall
of the Hospital for Sick Children will begin on October 15i0',
and Professor Louise Mellroy will give four lecture-demijon-
strations on ante-natal treatment at the Royal Free Hospital,
beginning on Friday, October 26th. There will be a genrial
practitioners' course at the Hampstead General Hospital froii
October 29th to November 10th, from 4.30.to 6 p.m. dailY.
Special courses will be held during Noveniber, in medicine,
surgery, and gynaecology, at the Royal Waterloo Hospital for

Children and Woomen, in neuLrology at the West End Hospital
for Nervous Diseases, in ophtthalmlology at the Royal West-
minster Ophthalmic Hospital, in proctology at St. Mark's

Hospital, in urology at St. Peter's IIospita', and in veneical
diseases at the Londlon Lock Hospital. Copies of all syllabtises
and other infornmation may be obtained from the Secretavy
of the Fellowvship, 1, Wimpole Street, London, W.1.

THE Marquis of Reading presided for the first tinme as
Chairmaan of the Gran(d Council of the British Empire Canceur
Campaign at its quarterly meeting held on October 8th. Tlei
proceeditngs opened with a vote of condlolenice on the dleatlh of

Dr. Robert Kniox, oue of the founeders of the Camlpaign and a

memnber of the Grand Council. The following grants were

approved on the recomiimendations of the appropriate com-

umittees of the Campaign:-£500 as a supplemilentary giant
towards the maintenance of cancer research wvork at th1e
Middlesex Hospital; £630 to the Cancer Research Comumnittlee
of the Lon(don Association of Medical Women's Fedeerat,ion
for the salary of its research officer for one year; £200 to

Mr. Nevill Willmer of Manchester University for the con-

tinuation of his research work; £50 to the Clinical Researel
Comumittee of Guy's Hospital towards the cost of an investi-

gation on organic compounds of I ad with a view to thieir
therapeutic use; and a sum of £1,500, spread over a perio(d of
three years, to the Middlesex Hospital for the salary of au
assistant histologist. A donation of £3,000 was announcedI
from an anonymous donor, in addition to a previous sumIl of

£10,000 from the same benefactor. A letter was received

from the newly formed International Cancer Committee,

which has been set up to deal with the organization of

International Conferences on Cancer in future years, au(l the
Grand Council nominated Mr. W. Samxipson IHandley, Dr. R. G.

Canti, atnd Professor Archibald Leitch as its representaLive.4
ou this International Couimittee. Approval was given to thle
propoSed scheme for setting up a special comlimnittee to investi-

gate and report upon the data anA restilts that liadl becomeo
available throuigh the [uternalioual Confereuce on Cancer

hell in July. Th'e Granl Council elected Sir Thotiiasliorder
as its reprei6utative on the Scieutiflc Advisom;y Couituittee,
nominated jointly by the Royal SoJiety, tlie Medical Researel
Council of the Privy Council, aunl thle Campaigu.
THE post-graduate courses of in-truction at the Nation'al

Hospital, Queen Square, Bloomsbury, recoiumeinceel on

October 8tlj, and will be conitinued on succeeding Mon(das
Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Frida3 s, terminatinig otn Novemlier
30th. The cour'se consists of out-patient clinics, clinical
lectures and demonstrations, lectures 'on the patLhology of
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the nervous system, an(d on the anatomiy and physiology
of the niervous system, toge!ther with clinical demonstrations
on methodls of examination. Any part of the course may be
taken sep)arately. Thie fee for the course, includling pathology
demonstrations, is £5 5s.; for tho-se hokLiing perpetual tickets
£3 3s., and clinical clerls £4 4 .*.
THE- Ceintral Alidwives Boar(d for Eng(land and Wales, at a

meeting on October 4th, lhad nuldler consideration a com-
munication froma the Associationi of Municilpal Corporations
enclosinig a letter to the Ministry of Healthi in regard to the
cond(luct of cases bel'ore the Board. In this letter the Associa-
tion urgetd the Mlinistry to give effect to a resolution adlopted
by the City Council of Cainterbury expriessings tlhe opinion
that the conduct of case.s. befoxe the Central Midwives Board
should be leit in the hiands of local autlhorities, that the
attendance of vittiesse-i should bh-. mua(le coinpulsory, and
that all evidence in such cases sshould be given on oath.. The
Boar(d approved Nether Edge Hospital, Sheffieldl, as a train-
ing sclhool, subject to certain con(litions, alnld also granted
approval, pro tern., as a lecturer, to Dr. W. B. Wishart.

TimHE fifth interlnationial conlgress for thle treatmnenit of indus-
trial accidents ancd inidustrial hygiene, which was hield at
Budapest during the first week in September, was opened by
Professor Kaufniann of Zuiriclh, who (dolivered a lecture on the
differentiation of trauma and disease. Sir Thoimias Oliver
read a paper on the influeuce of induLstrial poisons on the
different orgaus, with special reference to lead, arsenic, and
mnercury. Amiiogl tlhe other subjects considered were: the
phiysiological response to the vapours of nethyl and etlhyl
salts, the nervous sequels of accidents, pulmonary asbestosis,
and the medico-legal aspects of occupational disease. Thle
concgress %vas visited by a large number of delegates from
maany countries.
As ou several previous occasions the Soci&t6 Medical diu

Littoral Mediterran&Lnlias arrangied an international miiedical
tour of tlhe Coto (d'Azur to take l)lace just after Christmias.
Assemnbling at Mlarseilles on tllcchvening of Decemnber 26th,
the party will spend two days in visiting that neigshbourhood
aud Toulon, proceedling afterwards to Ilyres, Cannes, Juan-
les-Pins, Autibes, Nice, Mentonie, Monaco, and othier places,
where sclentift denoustrations, therapeutic discussions, etc.,
will be arranoed, Visits will be inade to various centres of
interest, iniclu(ding Dr. Yoronoff's laboratory an(d the oceano-
graphic uijuseurn at Moiaco. At thle colnclusion of the' tour,
on January 5th, miiembers of the party inay proceed on an
excur.sion to the Alps or ol anl exctursion to Corsica, or may
spenid somne days at Nice. Particulars nmay be obtained fronm
Dr. M. FauLre, 24 rue Verdi, Nice.

JXetttrs, AbttS, mOt itwinurs.
All communiications in iregard to editorial business slhould be
addressed to The EDITOR, British Medical Journal, British
Medical Association House, Tavistock Square, W.C.I.
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QUERIES AND ANSWERS.
TREATMEFNT OF POSr-NASAL CATARRII.

A. X."' asks fbr advice with regard to the treatment of an other-wise healthy man, aged about 60, wslo has suffered fiom post-nasal catarrh for two years. No benefit has resulte(d from acoutrse of anticatarrlhal vaccines or the use of an atomizer.There is a copious, viscid, antd sometimes lpuruleut.secretionfrom thje pharynx and back of the uiose, with occasional dribbliingfrom thr postrils.

INCOMI3lE TAX.
Fee, P-aid by Practitioners.

"W. J. M." has beenl requested by the income tax authiorities to
supply the names an(d addresses of medical men to whom hie lhas
paid fees of £10 and(I upwards during 1927-28 for assistance at
surgical operatioins.

* The relative statutory provision is Sectioln 105 of the
Income Tax Act, 1918, under whicli an- " employer " can be called
upoin to give such particulars in respect of persons " employed "
by himn. The objection which, as it seems to Is, our corre-
sponident may very wvell be etntitled to imzake is that the medical
men in question are niot in his employment, buLt both are in the
positioin of joinitly earning fees for work done for a lpatienit. The
question raises a somewhat diffictlt poinit of general law, but
the. normal case would, we thinlk, fall outside thie statutory ruile.

LETTERS, NOTES, ETC.

MIa. FRANK ROMEIn (London, W.) asks our help in regaining touch
with the secretary of a medical society with whom hie hias been
in correspondence about the reading of a paper. His dilemma
arise3 from the accidental destruction of letters and mtemoranda
daring a hioliday.

MALIGNANCY AND THE ENZYME.
DR. W. C. MAINCHIN (Sheerness-on-Sea), in reply to Lieut.-Colonel
V. N. Whitamore's iuquiry (september 15th, p. 514i, writes to
suggest a simpi¢le exp4anation. While Mutrphy andl his fellow
workers are satisFied that cancer is due to a ferment, Gye tins
shown by filtering cancerous material that neither the filtrate
nor the imatevial left oni the fitter was active, though, when they
wvere again mixed, activity was restore(l. Dr. i1linchin suagests
that thiese results are more similar thani might appear at tirst
sight, and lie quLates Chastoti Chapmatn's book oni brewinig, in
which, after a review of some of Pasteur's work upon yeas,ts,
referenice is made to Buchlner's discovery in 1897 that the liquid
conitenits of the yeast cell, wheni tidded to a fermentable liquid,
could excite fermenitationi in the absenice of any cells. Bucliner
concluded that fermu-enitation resulted from the activity of an
enzyme secreted by thie yeast cell, to whicl lie gave the iname
"zymas6." Hardenl fotund by passing yeast ju;ce tlirough) a
Chamberland filter impregniated witlh gelatini that nieitlher
the filtrate nor tle resi(lue could brinig about fermenitationi
separately, though by miximg, the two portions activity was
restored. Hardeni recognized, thus, that the enzyme wlhich
remaiiied on the filter required contact with the filtrate, tlle
active constituenit of wvhicii he designiated thie co-eiizyme ; the
true chemical iiature of this is still undeterminied. Dr. Mincllii
adds: I have sliown in my book oln the tubercle virus, published
by Mlessrs. Bailli&re, Tinidall an(d Cox, that y-easts are always to
he found in canlcerous. and tubercutlous material, even in; the
filtrates andl disaseed tissues. A direct l)hotoilnicrograph ini my
possession of a sectioni of a caiicer growth of the tonguie plainly
slioNvs budding yeasts wheni stainied by the Zielil miietlhod.

EXAMINATION OF tHE FAECES FOR TUBERCLE BACILLI.
DR. C. E. GALLsGIIER (assistant medical officer, Leavesden Mental
Hosital) lhas contributed to the atnnual report of tle Mletro-
polisan Asyltums Board for 1927-28 ant account of an investigation
inito the examination of the faeces for tllbercle bacilli in the
case of m-nental patients. Ile concludes that the direct smear
examiniation of faeces is wortliy of employment in all cases; in
the event of ab inegative result being obtained the concentration
method with ligroini miay be tried. In some cases of febrile
sy,mptomiis occurring in lowv-grade imbeciles such inivestigation
of the faeces has beeii found to be helpful in clearing up the
dliagnosis, sinice these patieiits catinnot, as a rule, be taught to
expectorate tlheir sputum, which they swallow.

FALLING BIRTH RATE AND CRUMBLING EMPIRES.
DR. GEOlIGPE JONES (Downe, Kent) writes: Dr. Stephenson,
(October 6th, p. 634) refers to the fall of the West itonian Empire
tinder- Hotnorius in 410. He thinks it was due to the increase
of the parasite cl&ss which demanded paimen et circenses, both
free and at the expenise of the provincials. Now the East Rioman
Empire sutrvived for anothier thousand years. Conistantiniople
wAs no better thiau Rome. W\hat does seemii to liave been thie
immediate cause of tIe fall of Rome was tle murder of Stilichoat
the instigation of tle cowardly Emperor Honorius, who slkulked
in the marshes at ltavenia whiIl the barbarians etntered Htome.
We onght to remember that uiider Jutstinlai Africx anid Italy
were largely freed from barbarians, but the civilization of the
WestEnvpire was never recovered. There mttst have beeni other
cantses in o0kAtion; wh-at they were Gibbon lhas hiinted onily too
clearly to tho3e wvho reai between his sonorous lines. The utter
misery of the West under the barbarians mav be gathered
from Salvian's De Gubernatfion& Dei or from Cardinal Newman's
University Studies. Not even Ruisia has gonle thisough worse
experiences.

VACANCIES.

NOTIFICATIONS of offlces vacaut in uaiversities, medical colleges,
and of vacant resident and other appointments at hostpitals,.will
be fotind at pages 48, 49, 50, 51. 54, and 55 of ouv advertisemenb
columns, and advertisements as to partnerships, assistantship%.
anjd locumteneticies at pages 52 and 53.
A short summary of vacant posts iiotifled In the advertisemenb

columins appears in the Supplement at page 163.


