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A eicidl. Plitter also wrote two medical tleatiseCs: A1 'ood(l
T'ief Tr (t.sc of the Pestilence, and The ifeqitmenl of Healthl,
a popular malnual of hygiene of the type of Elyot's Castle of
lhcalth._
Thbe Welsh grammarians were many, and althoughlsome

of themn seemi to have been Catholics, their work culminate(t
ill W ales, as in Enigland, in translations of the Scriptures,
which b(calue niot only theological canons, ibllt canonsiis
also of literari style and diction. Several of these Welsh
granunari airs wveie physicians who sought relaxation from
the cares'. of l)ractice in the study of what o01e of
thCem1 (ch1lAracteristically elnough termed " the anatomry of
lnguagae.''

Sil Thomwas ap Williams, curate and couitry lphysician,
whi-lo was onie of the many medical advisers of Sir John
iWvnn of Gwvvdir, compiled a Welsh-latin dictionary.
Henry Saleshury of Dolbelider, in Denibighlshire, published
a Latin1 gramtmlrlllllz of the Welsh language in 1593. Salesburv
was a gra(luate of Oxford and a physician. of some e('ilnlnce
in North Wales. He also compiled a Latin-Welsh
dictionary, buit it was never published.
The most 1)icturesque, the most typical, and the mio-st

learnied of thle Welsh grammarians of the Rellaissanoe was,
however, an other physician-Doctor Rhys.. John Dafydd
Rhys was born at Llanfaethlu in Anglesey. He studied at
Oxford, but dild not graduate at that iuniversity. InI 1555
lhe went ahr-oad-perhaps as a recusant, for ANWood stated
that lhe liv-d and died a Catholic. However that mnay have
beell, his wanderings brought him at last to I taly, thle
homaeland of the Renaissance, where hie studied medicine at
the ancient university of Siena in Tuscaniy. He gumiaduated
as doctor of physic and then became moderator of the
school at Pistoia. While ia Italy lhe acquired a pro-
found kniowledge of Italian, and wrote two granunatical
treatises ill that language which were pIblishe(l at
Padiia. - Onie was an introduction to the study of Latin;
the other was a guide to the pronun(iation of Italiin,
w~hich b)ecame a favourite textbook folr Englishmen visiting
Italv.
After ma.ou rears, however, the exile felt again the call

of his native hlls. He left Italy, that land of light and
warmitlh, alld returned to WXTales, where he practise(l as a
plhysicianl1 amwid the sombre environment of the Breckinock
Beaconvs. He died in Brecknockshire in 1609.
During thlis last pleriod of his life he wrote a scholarly

Latini treaitisCe onl Welsh g1ramminar and prosody, and it is
by this work of massive learning that he is best remlemi-
bered by Mis conilmatriots. He also publislhed a Welsh tran1s-
lation of Aristotle's Metaphysics, but tIhe m18anIuscript of
that work. lhals been lost.
His elnielivie in two lands as a granmmarian has over-

sha-idowed John1 Dafydd- Rhys as a physician, but Ieo
described hiniself in. the preface to his Welsh grammair
as a*lmam of harassed years ill the care of the sick aiid
thle worries of business."
In the introduction to the same work, too, H1111IumphreyPrichard referred to himr as having gained thle title of

doctor '" for his eminent studies in imedicine."
The annllsls of the Renaissance in Wales would be the

ploorer if tilel had iiot preserved for us, at least ill
silhouette, the likeness of this insatiable okl sellchlol. He
was just such a personality as Browninjig has por'-
traved so vi vidlr in-lThe Grammarian's Fteic ral. Halduvt
describhed his contemporaries as " men full (of acti-itv,
stirrers albroad and searchers of the most reniote parts of
the earth." John Dafydd Rhys was jmist such a one,
but adventuring for learning as others of his titmle and
generation adventured for spices alld gold moidores.
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MIEDICAL, SURGICAL, OBSTETRICAL.

RE11'TROPHARYNGEAL ABSCESS SECONDARY TO
FOREIGN BODY IN HYPOPHARYNX.

A RETRtOPHARYNGEAL abscess, the result of injury due to
the swallowing of a foreign body, is rather iinusual; the
condition was found in the following case.
A man, aged 45, was admitted to the aural department of the.

Manclhester Royal Infirmary with the history of having swallowed,
two day-s previously, a piece of chicken bone. He was unable to
swallow any solid food, and liquids only with pain and amirculty.
There was some obstruction to free breathing.

Thie senior house-surgeon examined him with the mirror and
also with Jackson's laryngoscope, but was unable to find any
foreign body, although an x-ray report indicated a small elonirated
one at the level of -the sixth cervical vertebra. Six hours later
he was examined under general anaesthesia by Mr. F. W. Vri-alev.
no foreign body being
seen. The dysphagia
and pain now increased,
with rise of tempera-
ture to 100.40 F., and
two dayws later he was
referred to me by my
colleague. On examina-
tion with the mirror I
fo u n d very marked
l)ulging forward of the
left posterior phar-yn-
geal wall, partially
hiding the left aryte-
noid from -view; the
left arytenoid and left
a r y t e n o - epiglottidean
fold were very swollen
and oedematous; much
frothy saliva and mucus
was collected about the
swelling and larynx.
The act of swallowing
was very painful, and
on pressing the larynx
over from the right to
the left towards the
tender site, as indi-
cated by the patient, a
sharp pain was caused.
This sign Dr. Gabriel
Tucker regards as

A r w ch.e A;.X#-M~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ .x-.-'F.. A. . ..
Arrow~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~chicken~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~...sneAre.ee .an

tinluoui aiisl (loltt~ed line_ bwoli I] )rd o~r
pIhars ngeal wall. O' ci hlak( k h larlos
bismuth.

definitely indicating the presence of a foreign body. A radiolrani
taken that day showed a small spicule of bone ermbiedded in the
retropharyng-eal wall at the level of the sixth cervical vertebra
and marked bulging of the wall; the passage of barium paste had
been seen obstructed at this point. As the patient was not ready
for an endoscopic examination this was postponed until the follow-
ing morning. During the night he brought up an ounce or mole
of pus and much mucus with a trace of blood. In the morning,
after injection of morphine and atropine, under cocaine anaes-
thesia, I passed the short Jackson's oesophageal speculum. Thto
larynx was still very inflamed and oedematous, but the plkaryngeat
swelling was much less. No foreign body was seen, but a tear onl
the posterior wall was found from which pus was expressed as
thlet iiistrunient moved near it. It was thought dcsilirable not to
open the abscess further, and the patient was givull an adrenahliue
spitay (1 in 10,000) and bismuth carbonate powdeus. Hih tempera-
turee lem-ained at 100.20 F. for two more days, then the laryngeal
oederma and post-pharyngeal swelling rapidly subsided, andl in
three day-s lie was discharged, swallowing normally.
A subseuent radiogranm showed no sign of a foreign

body. and it seemis certain that this was either -vomnited or

swallowed viRien the abscess --broke -duiriing the niit after
this, p)ressilng the thyroid or cricoid cartilage over to the
left 11O loiiger elicited any pain or increase in tlhe tenderness
-it the -site complained of by the patient. T3iis sign must
be regard(led as a very -valuable one i1 cases of suspected
fore ig bodies which are non-opaqutie to x rays.

D. LINDLEy SEWELL,
Honorary Autrist and Laryngologist. to the

Manchester Royal kinfirmary.

LOCAL ASPHYXIA IN A YOUNG CHILD.
SucH a case as the following seems to be simicientlv r'are
to mnerit recording.
A girl, agedl 2, was wheeled several miles in a ptushl-chair on a

chilly evening,. When she was taken out on reaching home it was
found that she was tunmable to stand, and that her feet were blue,
swollen, and painful. On the next morning (Thursday) hlie left
foot was still affected, but the right foot had recovered. Ini the
evening both feet were normal, and the child- was able to trot
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about as usual. On Friday morning the left was healthby and the
right was affected; in the evening botlh were normal. On the
miiorninigs of the following Saturday, Sunday, anid Monday both
feet were affected; each evening they became niorimal again).
After Monday there was no recurrence.

I -was called to see the child on Saturday morning, wheni I founiid
bothl feet deeply cyanosed (especially the planitar surface,), swollen,
and extremely painful, so that she screamiied withI apprehen-
sion if any attempt was made to handle them. I was informed
that on the first eveninig the lower third of both legs lhad becii
blue and swollen, but that after this the trouble was confined to
the feet and ankles.
Two bowls were filled, oine with hiot and the other witlh cold

water. For ten minutes I plunged the feet first inito onle, thlenl
inlto the thelr, and the conidition markedly improved. The
cyanosis quickly disappeared, giving place to ani appear anice of
hyperaemia. The mother continued this treatmenit every two
hours, anid reported considerable improvement.
On the Moniday morning I exposed the legs anid feet to irradia-

tion by a mercury vapour lamp, but only five exposures were tried,
the child being so well that her motlher did not bring- her to me
againi. This was four moniths ago, and tlhere has been nio recur'rence.
The abrrupt onset and paloxysmal niature of the attacks

leaves little doubt as to the diagnosis. With regard to the
treatment I am under iio illusion, althoughl it imiav lhave
lhelped matters. Ther e appeared to be nio blood in the
urine, but this was niot examiined microscopicallv.

Grays, Essex. F. F. WHEELER, M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P.

SELF-REDUCED DISLOCATION OF THE FlBULA.
THE following accident may be worth record(lil) becauise
of its rare niature.
A boy, aged 18- years, was playing (forward) in a rugger match

between two public schools. In a rough-and-tumble ieaai the liine
he somehow fell with his left leg twisted, felt suddeni paini below
the knee, and could niot get up.

I saw hiim immediately oni the ground (being only a few yardsfrom the accident), and found a hard, roughly oval swellinig oni
the outer side of tho leg below the kuee-joiiit. It was, witiiout
doub,t the head of the fibula, dislocated forwards anld outwards
from behind the head of the tibia. I tried to reduce it then anid
tlhere, and so did two other doctors who were presenit; but thoigh
our efforts gave him no pain, even the hardest pressure, together
with alternate flexion and extension of the knee-joint, was entirely
unisuccessful, anid subsequent efforts in bed also failed.
Later in the eveninig lie got out of bed and put hiis foot to the

ground, witli slight pressure, heard a click with sliglt paini, and
found that the lump lhad vanished, anid that his leg felt perfectlynormal. X-riay .pictures were takeni befole and a tei (unifortunii-
ately the expostures were very poor), and show quite clear ly the
difference -in angle made by the heads of the tibia and fibtila on
Cie two sides.

Presum1lably the lhead of the fibula w-as forced tlhrouiglh
a narrow rent in tlhe strong ligamenlt biindinig it to the
tibia, wlhihel became tiglht anid riigid behlinid it, anld anlv
effort to reduce the heald failed, and was bounid to fail,
iiiiless the exact l)lace of teariniig was relaxed sufficientlv
to let tlle lhead slip back.
There .was no fracture of the fibula, no inivolvellmelnt of

the knee-joint, antd no subsequent swelling of tlle Surrounlld-
illg tissues, anid the patienit was able to walk normnially as
soon as the self-accomiiplislhed reduction was effected.

L. R. LEMPRIERE,
Medical Officer, Haileybury College.

CLINICAL AND SCIENTIFIC PROCEEDINGS.

STAFFORDSHIRE BRANCH.
GC'nerutl Paralysis of the Inssane.

A MEETING of the Staffo1dshire Br1anehl was hield at the
North St-affordshlire Royal InfirnmarV on Decem1ber 6th, wvith
Dr. G. H1. Sowi1Y, the l)resident, in tle chair.

Dr. WV. F. MEN%ZIES, whlo opened tlle proceedings wvith
SOilie niotes onl genceral paralysis of the iinsanie, stated that
lie would emphasLize p)oilLts w-hllich were not genlerally stressed
in textbooks and(i curre'cnit literature on1 the subject, anid that
lhis ruemarks wou-ld apply particularly to hiis experience iii
-Nouth Staffordshire. He discussed the place of lead as
aet etiological feature in tlhe causatioin of demeiientia para-ly'tica;, anid concluded thalt, while this miietal lhad probably
some causative sigu!iflcance, the miiannel of its actioni was
entirely unkn1own1l. E.le inext touclhed upon. the thor ity

questioni relating to the possibility of there beinig two
strainis of Spir7chaeta pallida; in thle event of there beinig
onily onle strain, the possibility of that one havinga two
stages was discussed. In this connexion the speaker miien-
tione(l the efficacy of the metals in the treatmenit of inter-
stitial syphilis, in contradistiiiction to their comiipaarative
uselessness in parenchylmiatous sypllilis. He poinited out
that this relationship was reversed in the case of malaria
therapy, this form of treatment being extremely usefull in
parenichymatous syphilis, but of no value in initer.stitial
ssyphilis. Passing to the symptomatology of the disease,
Dr. Menizies miientioned the almost con'stant presence of
eut)horia anid tlho extreme diagnostic significance of this
sympitom. With regard to physical signs, the speaker
emiphasized the great reliability of double miosis as a signi,
anid the corresponding unreliability of a bilateral dilatation
of the pupile. Referring to malaria therapy in dementia
paralytica, Dr. Menzies pointed out that the foundation
of tllis form of treatment lay in the observationi, mliade a
lonig time ago, that an acute disease occurrinig in a genieal
paraltic usuallv improved the condition to a very ilmarked
degree. Much work on this subject had been done ill
Vieinnia, and(I malaria had been selected as beilng tlle most
suitable acute infection to produce in a paralytic, for the
reason that it was easily controlled by the exlibitioni of
quinine; in this connexion it was interesting to niote that
induced mnalaria was more -amenable to quininle than was
natulral malaria. The rationale of the treatm-ienit was
nknowni. Dr. Menzies stated that while, originalv, twelve

rigors had been allowed to occur before thle disease was cuit
sholrt by quinin-e., it was now considered the best pr-actieo
to allow only one rigor with three days or so of fever. It
appeared that thLs niethod retained all the good points of
mnialaria therapy, but eliminated all the danger.s inlherent in
allowing the patient to have a more or less prolonged series
of rigors. Tlle induced malaria havilng been cutt shliort by
quininie, tr-yparsaiiide was administered, all(n thlis, if
necessalry, was followed by a further induction of malaria.

The Sequels of Gastro-enterostoiny.
M1r. F. NESFIELD COOKSON read notes utlponi ani inlquiry'

inito the after-history of gastro-enterostomy, anld recounlted
the results which he had obtained from this operation in
twvenity-four cases operated uponi by him between 1£20 an(lI
1924. The cases, were divided inito the following groups:

Chlronic gastric ulcer. 5
Chronic pyloric ulcer withl obstruction ... 4

without obstruction ... ... 2
Chronic duodenal ulcer with obstruction ... 1

witlhout obstluction ... 6
Perforated uilcer (gastric and duodenal) . 3
Malignant disease ... ... .. 3

Mfr. Cookson discussed in detail the resuilts which he lha(l
obtainied in tlle cases of non-malignant ulceration. Tllo
results were extremely good in the majority of inistancevs,
beiiig least favourable in the cases of perforated ulcer. Tlho
speaker exl)lained his operative technique, alnd mnentioned
unusuial anatomical relations which might be met witlh in
the cour'se of the operation. In the three instances of mialig-
nant disease the opeeration was uindertaken for the rielief
of pain and vomiting, and in these cases the girowtli u-as
imot removable.

Routine -Radiogrpaph y.
Dr. BitoMrLEY read a paper on some questionis and expe-

rienices in routine x-ray work. Dr. Bromley explained that
thie interpretation of x-ray plhotograplly was really ani
initerpretation of relative densities, and that it was only by
recalizinig this that x-ray photograplhs could be conistrued
to tIme best advantage. He emiiphasized the gireat imiipor-
tanee of routille in techlnique, and stated hlis belief that
alterations in technical rouitinie should be madle oilv after
tIme nost careful conisider'ationi anid in tlle liglht of acculmlu-
lated experience. The speaker slhowed oni the screeii a large
nu.lmber of x-ray photographs.. In those showing ban)kes and(I
joilnts lhe indicated the niecessity of eliminating the possi-
b)ility of unlusulal bonly formzationls before arrliv imi' at .a
dliagntosi.s of fracture. Inl this connlexionl lie shlowled
imistances of the tw-o small ossicles occasionlally 1)1 eseelt, OneC
nlear thec base of thle fifth moetatarsal bonle, ande theC othler inl
thle nleighbllourhoodl of thle joinlt betwteemm thle tarlsal scaphloidl
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System of Gynaecology, anid oIn " vaginial operatiolns " to
Cheyne and Burghard's- Operatire SuLr-gery. His book,
entitled Outtlines of the Diseases of Women, reached its
fourth edition in 1906. Amiiong his contributions to miiedical
journals* may be mentioned papers on the maanagement
of the pregnant, l)artuirient, and lying-in woman suffering
from caridiac disease; oni rupture of the vagina during
labour; on hepatic toxaemias complicating pregnancy and
labour; and on the therapeutic influence of x rays on
female l)elvic disorders. For some years lie acted as joint
editor of the King's College Hospital Reports.
As an obstetriciain hie was noted for thoroughness anid

remarkable dextel'itv, and these qualities, combined with
dignity andl clharm of presence, brought him a large pirivate
l)ractice. His miiethod of lhandling a case fromii beginining
to end was an object lesson to the youngf accouclieur. In
the gynaecological theatre his technique was maIrked bv
scrupulous attention to detail and uI-lnhurried p3recision
at every stage of the operationi.

Sir Johll Phillips miar-ried in 1890, and leaves a son and
three daughters; his first wi-ife died in 1917. He married
again in 1926. His later years w-ere clouded by progressive
failure of sighlt, leading to almost total blinidness.

THE LATE DR. MICHAEL DAVITT.
Wi. lhave received from Dr. John Mills, ho'norary secretary
of the Connaught Br-anch, the following appreciation.

rTIle tragically sudden deatlh of Dr. Michael Davitt has
evoked the wvidest sympathy of his professional brethren and
the general public, not alone in Galway, but throughout
Ireland. As a student he had had a career of distinctioll
rarely equalled in the annals of the National University of
lIreland, of -which he was a graduate, and he achieved a
unique place in the affection and regard of his fellow students,
beincg with them in the social and athletic life to the fullest
extent. The son of one of the ablest and most disinter-
ested men wvho has contributed in a very largle degree to the
making of recent hiistorv in Ireland Davitt was very thorou(gi
in anytlhing lhe undertook, and especially made his mark in thie
devoted ivork he gave to the organization of the Central
Hospital in Galway and its remodelliing into a modern hospital
fronm the form of a workhouse, an undertaking begun some
fev -years ago, and entailino a vast amount of thought and care.
For tlhe accomplishment of this wvork Davitt was appointed
plhysician to the Central Hospital, and fulfilled his task so fully
and completely that -the hospital which now replaces the old
Uinion Hospital is a modern structure which can very favour-
ably challenge compalison with similar ones in much larger
areas. He wvas unremitting in the discharge of his duties,
seeking only and always the good of hiis patients, by whom he
was greatly esteemed. His professional colleagues regret a
coturteous, kindly gentlemani, wlho was always helpful and
considerate, and wvlho took a real pleasure in assisting a
professional colleague. With suclh a character, alert intellect,
and keen interest in the profession he was frequently engaged
in consultation.

UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD.
AT a coIigregation hiel(d onl December 17th the followiiig medical
degrees wvere conferred:
D.M.-A. Q. Wells.
B.M.-J. C. Neely, G. G. Hill, Joyce MWright, Margaret A. L. Herbertson,

UNIVERSITY OF LONDON.
THE following candidates have been approved at the'exaluination
iudicated: p
THInD AM.B., B.S.-*§G. W. As res, *'Elizabeth Cooper, * + IT. P. Rims.

vorth (University Medal). *FC. A. Ke'sle, f§t -. W. Rake, *I§R. W.I2eicl, S. I. Abr-lhamiis, G. T. Allerton, Sophia Antonovitcli, H. Avery,Olwen R. Binyon, G. W. lBlack, G. N. Box, Marjorie EF. Brierley,
E'mily E. Cass, S. Craddock, W. P. M. Davidson, J. Davies
-S. J. M. De Navasqctez, Irene Dixon, Mariorie- M. Dobson, C. P.
Donnison, Elsie M. Douglas, D. Ellis, Alexandra G. H. English,M. R. Ernst. H. Evans, Geraldinie W. Everett, A. P. Farrmer
A. MlcK. Flemiiing. G. G. Gillam, HelentM. Hierbert, Alice D. M.
Hodge, Muriel S. Ifulke, P. Inwald. I. J. Jones, R. M. Jones,
D. F. ia'iaar, E,. M. Lourie, ;-4. McGladdery, M. Mackenzie
H. Mannington, WV. H. Miller, M. B. Mody, C. Ei. Moore, G. E. B:Payne. Mary E. Pease, D. Preiskel, M. Bothkopf, Clarice A. Skid:
more, C. F. J. Smith, Edith J. L. Sm-iith, E. R. Smithard, Eileen R. B.

Snow, J. G. Thwaites, Phyllis D. Towell. Scott-Russell Trick,
Gladys M. Tullidge, A. G. Watkins, A. R. N. Whitlow, P. C. Wick-
remesinghe, L. A. Willmott, Jessie Wiltshire. Elsie E. Wright,
Winifred M. Wright. (Grooup 1): Nancy M. Badeley, S. W. Barber.
Annie G. Busher, Beatrice A. Butterworth. K. J. H. Davies. Hilda C.
Dean, C. J. Donelati, M. Footerman, A. P. Gaston, H. N. W. Harley,
Kathleen Borne, P. Kaplin, (G. H. Livingstone, J. F. Mackenzie.
K. W. Mackie, Hermia M. Mills, M. L. Mistri, Doreen G. C. Nixon,
Jean M. Oldatker, S. A. Wickramasinghe.: (Group 11): Lucy E.
Arthur, Julia C. H. Avery, E. C. B. Butler, E. 0. Harris, Dorothy P.
Hytch, J. V. Macgregor, Joyce Morgan. D. T. R. Morris. C. B. Picken.
H. W. A. Post, H. G. G. Robertson, E,lizabeth H. Scurfield. E. J. J.
Smith. P. A. M. Souttor, Frances J. Vinter, N. H. S. Wallace,
A. J. Watson, J. W. Wigg, E. A. Wood, B. A. Young.
* Honours. § Distinguished in Surgery.
f Distinguished in Melicine. 11 Distinguished in Midwifery.
S Distinguished in Pathology.

UN1VERSITY OF BIRIVINGHAMI.
AT a congregatioin held on Decemiiber 14th the following medical
degrees were coniferred:
M.D.-H. P. Jameson.
M.B.. CH.B.-T. C. Dance, L. WV. Downie, A. H. J. Jackson, T. NV. Masters

M. K. Omar, Elizabeth S. Smiith, K. A. Thllomias.

UNIVERSITY OF LIVERPOOL.
DR. J. E1. DIBLE, Professor of Pa thology antd Bacteriology, Welsh
Nationial School of Medicine, Cardiff, has been appointed to the
George Holt Chiair of Pathology.
Dr. Warrington Yorlhe, Professor of Parasitklogfy in the Uniiver-

sity sinice 1914, is appointed to the Alfred Jonies Chlair of Tropical
Med ci tne.
The following candidates have been approved at the examinfation

indicated:
M.D.-T. A. Clarke, R. WV. EIdridge, J. E. Howie, D. U. Owen, Helen

Standring. A. G. Wilkinson.
FINAL M.B.. CH.B.-*fElizabeth B. Robson, *fE. L. Rubin. (Part IrL):

A. E. Adams, N. J. Crawford, J. H. 'it. B. Crosby. A. Dala, .J. . Jones,
L. de Jongh. Hilda AI. C. MacMahon-Garry, *J. S. MIather, C. T.
Mercer, G. W. liolyneux, E. E. Prebble. Ivy H. Rowlands, G. A.
Talwrn-Jones. F. J. Welton. (014 Isegulations, Part I): A. Gardner,
Teresa Lightbound, R. G. Walker. (Part II): F. J. H. Crawford,
A. M. Russell.

* With distinction in Surgery.
f With honours. Class II.

UNIVERSITY OF MANCHESTER.
THE following candidates have beenl approved at the examination
inidicated:
FINAL M.B.. CH.B.-Aliee M. Butterworth, I. M. Hughes, E. P. Johnson,

J. S. Mtiller. J.-V. Murray, Evelyn I. M. Sheppard, it. F. Stubbs,
R. Whitehead, It. T. Wimmwer, F. Wrailth. (Forensic Mfedicane):
L. Bold, Christobel M. Hall, E. Z. Levy, A. S. McGowvan, A. Taylor.
(Qygiene and Preventive Medicine): L. Bold, (<hristohel M. Hall,
E. Z. Levy, A. S. MIcGowan, J. H. Pattyson, E. J. B. Sewell, A. Tavlor.
<Obstetries and Sutrgeru): Mary I. C. Mackintosh, Marian M. Reekie.

UNIVERSITY OF EDINBURGH.
A GRADUATION ceremllon'y was lheld in the Upper Library Hall of
the Uniiversity on December 14th, wvheu the folloivinig dL- ee;, wvere
conferred:
M.D.-A. M. Affieck, H. Bu st, A. H. Campbell, J., L. Chisho'm,

fE. C. Ellis, *A. M. M. Grierson, S. E. K irk (in absentia), D. R. Lewis,
fN. Macleod, LRosemary 0. Alorris. H. A. Murray (in absenttia),
;B. R Nisbet, *D. H. Paterson, tA. Ritchie, A. Ronald, *Jessio C. Bt.
Symi, iA. B5. Walker. 1-J. Ware, Alexandra A. Warnock (int absentia).

M.B., CH.B.-C. P. Beattie, L. Begleman, P. Beinart, G. M. Bell,
B. H. E. Bell, D. 1l3atchley, Matilda F. Correa, LB. Cutmming,
tI. A. G. L. Dick, P. K. S. Guplta. I. Karro, Anna M. M. Kerr,
E. T. Low, C. MacGaffey, J. M'Lean, W. More, J. H. Paton.
C. Bamdeholl, A. Ramsay, B. S. Rtitson, I. R. W. Sumith, C. J. S. 0.
Taylor, W. P. WVallace.

M.A.-Dr. R. T. G. Aickin.
* Highly commiiended for thesis.
f Comimlliended for thesis.
I Passed with honours.

UNIVERSITY OF DUBLIN.
TRINITY COLLEGE.

AT the first winiter commenicemenits, held ou December 11th, the
following degrees were coniferred:
M.D.-A. B. A. O'B}yrne.
M.A.O.-A. A. Shafik.
M.B., B.CE.. B.A.O.-G. C. Dockeray, Mollie Finegan, J. Horwich,

W. J. E. JessoP, J. E. AtcMahon, C. M. O'Brieti, J. WV. Pigott,
U. .J. G. Reid, J. Sayers, Nora A. Stack, A. A. Thomp3on, D. F. Walsh,
I. F. Ratthaus (in absentia).

LICENCE IN MEDICCINE. SURGERY, AND OBSTETRICS.-E. du P. Meiring.

ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS OF ENGLAND.
AT the recenit primarY exanfinatioII for thle Fellowsipi), vlIen
168 candidates preseuted themselves, the followinig 45 cau(lidates
were approved:
A. Ali, R. M. Alderton, M. A. E. Anous, E. T. Bannister, J. H. B. Beal.

F. Bicknell. G. H. H. Booth, G. N. Clark, A. C. Copley, D. Davidson,
J. R. Dogra, L. P. J. Evans. F. G. Fenton, M. L. Formiby.
R. L. Forsyth, F. Forty, A. C. Frazer, T. Giblin, A. J. Bs. Goldsmlith,
B. Grainger. J. I. Griffiths, H. E. Harding, C. H. S. Halrris,
A. Helmy, T. V. Jacob, E. F. King, R. J. C. Alaxwell. S. JT. Mehta,
J. G. Milner, R. W- C. Mutrray, J. E. A. O Connell, WI. C. Xw. O)dfleld,
J. H. Peel, G. Ml. Phadke, A. S. Rajasiughama, A. de Wr. IRanken,
J. H. Saint, J. G. Sandrey, C. Ml. Smlithies, C. V. Stephlenson,
N. C. Tannler, T. Thornton, J. B. Tracey, J. G. XVigley, J. W\. XVilson.
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ACTION AGAINTST MATERNITY HOME TRUSTEES
AND COMMITTEE OF MANAGEMENT.

THE hearing of an action before Mr. Justice Avory and .

special jury in the King's Benich Division, in which oine of the
three plaintiffs, David Ross, an inifanit suing by his father,
claimed damages for personal injuries received through the
alleged negligenice of the defendants as trustees of the Crayford
M!Vaternity anid Nursing Home, the conmmittee of managemeint of
the hone, and Nurse Campbell, a member of the staff,
terminated, after proceedings extending over several days, on
December 10th, whten the membsers of the jury found them-
selves unable to agree, and were accordiniglv discharged without
a verdict. The mother of the iinfant also clainmed damages for
personal injury and alleged breach of conitract. anid her husband
claimed special damages by reasoni of tlhe intjries to hiis wife
and child. The defendants deniied any breach of conitract or
negligence, or that thie plaintiffs suffered aniy damages as
alleged.

It appeared that the inifanit was borni in the home on Novenmber
25th, 1926. Eight or ninle days later, following the usual practice
in the establishment, he was taken from hiis mothet at 9 p.m. aild
placed in a cot in a basement kitchen. The cot, it was stated,
was not protected or enclosed, and the kitchen floor was about
3 feet below the level of the grounid. At abotut 1.30 a.m. Nurse
Campbell, who was on night duty, heard the infant cry, and on
going to the cot saw a rat emerge from it and disappear through
thze window. It was found that the child's face lhad been bitten.
Mrs. Ross, giving evidence, said that she was awakened at
6 a.m. and taken downi to the kitchen, liaV-iing been told that
lher baby had met with an accident caused by a cat. She fouind
that the baby's face was bleeding terribly, anid this gave her
so great a shock that her sleep was brokeni. Slie anid herlhusband
-omplained that the authorities at the lhome were negligent
in niot protecting the cot, it beintg well kinowii that the place was
inifestec4 by rats. In cross-examiniation, Mrs. Ross agreed t,hat, but
for the accident, she had nio fault to finid with the vay itl whicl
the home was conducted. Shc stated that when hie- doctor visited
hier he told hier she had had a severe shock to hier nerves, but
shle did niot tell the matron of the horm-e. After shie left the home
shie was under treatment for two inouitlhs, anid hiad to einploy a
daily lhelp alnd a housekeeper.
Dr. W. R. Murison, Eri}th, said that his partletn attenided Mrs.

Ross in her' confiniement. He visited the home oni the day of tlle
accident and saw the nurse, who told him of it, and said that they
lhad told Mrs. Ross that a cat inflicted the inijurl ies to save her
feelings anid prevent her being shocked. He saw the baby, whose
wounds had been dressed with iodine. The-iiglht side of the face
from the forehead down to the chinl had beeni cut £nd scratched
and bitten in many places. The worst woun1s were just below
the riglht eye and a little farther downi tlhe cheek. Those were
bites; the other inijuries were scratches. At presenit the worst
deformity was that part of the right eyelid was pulled downi by
a scar. The scratches were low better, but the deformity was
bound to be permanent uniless something was donie. The effect
of the accident anid the sight of the child oni the mother was
what it would be on any woman: it had upset hel niervous system
considerably. Mr. Ross, giving evidence, stated that, whein motor-
ing witlh his wife, she had twice fainted wheni rats rani across the
moad. A gardenier formerly emiployed at the home avetrred that
during 1923 and 1924 rats were often seeni running along the baiiks
of the River Cray, by the home, anid across the lawns, anid a rat-
catcher said he had seeni rats emerge fromln out-buiildings and run
acr oss the lawii.
Dr. W. A. Rogerson, Bexley Heatlf, said that lie was hoiiotary

medical superintendenit of the home at the time of the occurreniee.
He had attended his own cases there for four or five years, aiid
lhad sent his wife there for convalescenece. The home was in every
way a fit and proper place for niursing; it hlad a most efficient
matron anid staff. He had never seen a rat in the hoine. Answer-
inig Mr. Meville, for the plaintiffs, Dr. Rogersoii said that he had
no recollection of havinig read a letter senit to the home from the
cleik of the local urban council complainiing that a report of thIe
occuriXrence had not been senit to the counicil. Miss C. E. M.
Campbell, givinig evidenice, stated that she had beell night nuIseC
at the home for the last four years, anid described the occurrence
of the inicidenit, after which, she stated, she at once picked up
the baby and sani with him to the matron, who was in bed. The
inifant plainitiff's face was washed anid dressed witli sterile gauze.
It was niot true that wheni Mrs. Ross was takeil to the kitchen
the infanit's face was covered with blood.

Dr. C. F. Knight, Dartford, wlho was medical superinitenidenit, of
the lhome till September last, said that the babies were put inito
the kitcheln witlh his approval; lie did iiot thlinik it was a daiigerous
tlhing to do. Dr. C. M. Ockwell, one of thle defendants atnd the
medieal officer of health for Crayford, said that lie and his
co-tr-uistees bad nothing to do with the maniagemenit of the home.
He was inedical superintenident for the first two years, amid it wasdurinig that time that the practice was iniitiate'd of puttiiig the
newborn babies into the kitcheii for the night. Evideiice wasgivenl by a surveyor that he had examiiied the honie iii October
last, andthlat there were Iio rat-holes inl the kitchen, andl by
a sanlitary inspector that he had seemi iio signl of rats iii the houlse
amid grounlds.

Onl December 10th the matronl of thle home, Miss Miiia Walker,
gave ev7ideiice to thle effect that she had neirer seenl or hecard aboutL
ally mats ili the house before that occurrlenlce. ;She afterwards

described the evenits wlhich followed the accidenti, savitig tlat
there was no inidicationi while the iniotlhet was in the home that
she was suiffering firom shock.
Dr. H. W. Barber said that lhe examinied tlhe' infanit plaintiff

oil April 11tlh, 1927, wheni hle was brought. by lhis parenits to th1e
witness's conisulting roomn. There was a scar- overI the bridge
of the nose and onie from the innier cornier of the riglht eye; al].o
two otlhers beneath the eye and two punctate scars ot i lie
forehead. The chief ones were oni the area of skini below tfle
right eye. The healing of the scat's appeared to be quite soui(ml.
anid there was no pullitng downi of the lower eyelid.
His Lordsliip asked Mr. Melville lhow lhe made aniy case againist

the trustees. Mr. Melville replied that he and Inis frienid lhadl
discussed the matter, aind hie did niot thlinik hiis lot'dslhip woti Id
be troubled with that point. Couniisel addressed the jury, anld lli,
lordship summed up. TIse juty, after beinig absenit aboutt two
hours, initimated that they were uniable to agtee, and, as alread(lv
stated, were discharged.

THE Royal College of Physicianis of London w-ill be closed
from Saturday, Deceniber 22nid, till Saturday, December 29tl.
both days iuclusive.
THE Christmas lectures at the Royal Institution this year

will be on -" Sound -Waves aind their Uses," by Mr. Alexan(etr
Wood, lectuLrer in physics in the UTniversity of Cambridtge
they will be given at thie Institultion of Electrical Engineer'4
Victoria Embankment. The general courses of lectures to
be given before Easter at thie hlouse of the inistitution (21,
Albemarle Street), include six lectures oII "Evolution ani(i
the Problem of Species," by Professor Julian Huxley; ad(l
three lectures by Sir Williami Bragg on "Th'1e Early History
of X. Rays." The Friday evening- di-scourse on Marchl Ut
will be by Sir Robert Robertson oni the " Infra-red Spectra,"
and on March 22ncl by Sir Ernest Rutherford on "Pene-
trating Radiations. "
SESSIONAL ineetings of the Rooyal Sanitary Institute will bQ

held at 90, Buckingham Palace Road, S.W.1, on Tuesday
January 8th, 1929, at 5.30 p.m.. and on Friday, February 1st,
at 5 p.m. Professor Bostock Hill will open a discussion on;
cleanliness as the basis of health at the first meetinig, and
at the second there will be a discussion on, the civilians
population and chemical warfare, introduced by Dr. F. Ii.
Humplhreys.
THE nineteenth annual exhibition of the Physical mnd

Optical Societies will be held from January 8th to 10tth, 1929.
at the Imperial College of Science, South Kensington. The
exhibition will be open in the afternoon from 3 to 6 p.in.,
and in the evening from 7 to 10 p.m. Lejtures will be giveil
at 8 o'clock each evening. On January 8th Professor F. fJ.
Hopwood will describe experiments wvith high-frequency
sound waves; on January 9th Mr. Conrad Beck w\ill (leal
with lenses; and on January 10th Mr. A. J. Bull will speak
on sonie colour problems in photo-engraving. Tickets, wlic
are required for the first two days, miay be obtained from the
secretary of the Physical alnd Optical Societies, 1, Lowtber
Gardens, S.W.7.
AT the annual meeting of the Mletropolitan Hospital Sunday

Fund at the Mansion House, London, on December 17ti, it
was reported that the amount collected last year was £85,414,
showing a decrease on the previous year of £1,520. Collec-
tions in the churches amounted to £35,089, this being the
smallest total since 1914. The distribtution committee re-
ported that 227 institutions, 4 miiore than in 1927, had applied
to participate in the Fund, and recommended the distribuLtion
of £81,310.
THE fifty-first annual meeting and dinner of the 01(1

Epsomian Club was held at the Trocadero Restautrant oni
December 13th, and attracted a "record" attendance. The
new president, Dr. H. C. Pretty of Kettering, was in the
chair, and proposed the toast of "Floreat Epsomia," comii-
menting on the value of the influence of the masters at
Epsomn College on the character of the boys in the earlier
years of thie history of the school. In responding, the head-
Inaster, Mr. A. C. Powell, mentioned the great services
rendered to the club by the late president, Sir Cecil
Armitage. He referred to the excellent progress maade by
the club in the last few years, and then related the motce
salient schiolastic and athletic successes achieved by the
school in the previous months. Mr. A. C. C. Parkinsoni
proposed the health of "The Guests" in an entertaining
speech, and, in replying to it, Dr. J. W. Carr told various
witty stories. Mr. G. E. Waugh, in a highly amusing speech,
waxed reminiscent over the earlier connexion of Dr. H. (.
Pretty with the school, and proposed the toast of his health.
The president suitably tesponded.
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X THREE months' course of lectures and demonstrations
oni clinical practice and on hospital administration for the
(liploimia in public health will be given at the North-Eastern
Hospital, St. Aun's Road, Tottenham, N.15, by Dr. F. H.
Thomson, medical superintendent, on Mondays and Wednes-
(lays, at 4.45 p.m., and alternate Saturdays at 11 a.m., corn-
iuenciug on Monday, January 7th, 1929. The fee for the
course, which complies with the requirements of the revised
regulations of the General Medical Council, is £4 4s. A
course under the old regulations inay be taken for £3 3s.
The fees should be sent to the Clerk of the Metropolitan
Asylums Board, Victoria Embankment, E.C.4.

All communications in regard to editorial business should be
addressed to The EDITOR, British Medical Journal, BritISh
Medical Association House, Tavlstock Square, W.C.I.

ORIGINAL ARTICLES and LETTERS forwarded for publication
are understood to be offered to the British M[edical Journal
alone unless the contrary be stated.. Correspondents who wish
notice to be taken of their communications should authenticate
them with their names, not necessarily for publication.

Authors desiring REPRINTS of their articles published in the
British Medical Journal must communicate witlh the Financial
Secretary and Business Manager, British Medical Association
House, Tavistock Square, W.C.1, on receipt of proofs.

All communications witlh reference to ADVERTISEMENTS, as well
as orders for copies of the Journal, should be addressed to the
Financial Secretary and Business Manager.

The TELEPHONE NUMBERS of the British Medical Association
and the British Medical Journal are MUSEUJI 9861, 9SG2, 9s63,
and 9864 (internal exchange, four lines).

The TELEGRAPHIC ADDRESSES are:
EDITOR of the British Medical Journal, A itiology Westeent,

. London.
FINANCIAL SE;CRETARY AND BUSINESS MANAGER

(Advertisements, etc.), Articulate Wcstcev t, Londons.
MEDICAL SECRETARY, Medisecra Wcstccnt, London.

The address of the Irish Office of the Britislh Medical Association
is 16, SouthiFrederick Street, Dublin (telegrams: Bacillus
Dublin; teleplhone: 62550 Dublin), and of the Scottish Office
7, Drumsheu gli Gardens, Edinburgchi (telegrams: Associate,
Edinburgh; teleplhone 24361 Edinburght).

QUERIES AND ANSWERS.

INCOME TAX.
Replacement of Car.

J. K." hns been iniformed by the inspector of taxes tlhat tlhe
allowatnce is" eithler the cost of the new car less thie amiiount
receiveed for the ol0( car, or the cost of the old car less the amount
received for thie ol(d car, wlichever is the less." Is this correct?

* ,' Yes. Thiere are, in effect, two (ifferent limits to thle
amounit of the allowvance; the first is that a taxpayer cannot
claim to deduct more tlhasi the out-of-pocket cost-the former of
the above alterniatives-atnd the second limit is that the allow-
asice must niot extend to the lprovision of a better car; it ImlUst
iot include ftirtler capital ontlay. WVe may perlhaps add that
the secon(d alternative would not necessarily aptly if the cost of
oars generally were rising.

Payment under Superannuation Scheme.
F. J. B.'.' lhol(ls ant appoinitmenit andl pays £100 a year iinder
a superannuation schleme. What is the appropriate allowaance?
Cain lie claim deductionjs in respect of subscriptions to medical
societies ?

The.quiestion is (lealt with in 3ectioni 32 (3) of tle Income
Tax Act, 1918, as amplified by Sectioni 26 of thje Finanice Act of
1920. Thie result of a somewhlat complicated provisiou is to give
payrnments made in coinnexion witlh such. a superaninuation~schleme anl allowance equivalent to that given formerly for
)ayments made to life assurance comiipaniies under policies to
secture deferred anniuities. Possibly the regulationi whlich
"F. J. B.' hlas in mind is that relatingt to compulsory deductions
by Act of Parliamiient. The appropriate allow'ance, thjerefore, is
£10O at 2s., if "F. J. B.'s " total income does nlot exceed £1,000,
an,d 3s. itn the £ if it exceeds £1,000, but not £1,500. Thje
subscriptionis cani be deducted if memberslhip of tlhe societies
in question is a coindition of the employment.

Allowance for Children during Education.
Wr. 1."1 has 'two sons nidergoing medical and (lenital training
as hospital stuldenits. The inispector of taxes demurs to thie
usuaIl irebate, On tse -gronutd that they are receivinig vocatiounal,
as distinct from e(lucationlal, traininig.

* We assume that the studenits in question have not yet
qualified-special p)ost qnalification trainingt miglht raise (liffictlt
questioins. On that assuimlption we are at a loss to uniiderstanld

the inspector's attituide in this case, as it seems at variance with
general practice elsewhere. If he adheres to hiis view we
suggest that "W. M." miglht place the facts before the Board of
InlandA Rteveutle, sendinig his communiication to their Secretary
at Somerset House, W.C.2.

LETTERS, NOTES, ETC.

TREATMENT OF UTERINPE SEPSIS.
DR. MURIEL KEYES (Harrodate), in the course of a letter on the trent-
menit of septic uterine coiidition1s (puerperal atnd non-puerperal),
writes: By a slight mo(ification of thie Remingtoni Hobbs methtod
of preparing the patienit andtusinig a bivalve speculum, I have
been able to treat these cases siugle-handed. The patient lies
across the bed, on a mackinitoslh, wvith lher buittocks well over
the edge and towards thie light, aud keeps lher kniees on to her
clhest. Tthe legs are covered from foot to groin with wvarmed
towels or a slheet, and 11 pints of antiseptic solutioni are poured
over the vutlva. Th'e inner labial surfaces, etc., are cleanised bv
widely separatinig the labia, pouring oni antiseptic lotion, and
flnally placingJ a sterile pad at the vaginal orifice in suchi a way
that tbe labia, whlen released, will keep it in position. Tliree
bowls (flamed) are required, otne for swvab -forceps anid swabs
soaked in antiseptic (but squeezed fairly diyr),auother contaitling
the bivalve speculum anid Hobbs " introduicitng " forceps in aniti-
septic lotioli, anid the tlhird coutahriug a syringe (with.a cattheter
attachred) filled with warmed glycerin. The third bowl stanids
inl a basiti conltaining very liot water, to enisure that the syringe
anid glycerini shall remain warm. The opierator, after preparing
his han(ds, klnocks downt thje vulval swab, initro(duces the specu-
]am, and cleanses the cervix. He niow lifts the syrinige fromn the
bowl, expresses ait from the syrinige anid catheter, and by means
of " itntro(lucinig " forceps raises the free endi of the catlheter and(
passes it to tihe exterinal os. 'lTie glycerin is expelled slowly to
facilitate the passage of the cathieter withint the canal and to
cleanise thie canal from below npwards aa little to-anid-fro play
oni thie catheter allows for tle return flow. While the patient is
beinig irrigated she is asked to breatlhe deeply anid regularly,
with ler mothtl wvide open. IF she is in severe pain before the
treatmentler knees should not be dr-awn up to the chest, but
her feet placed on two chairs wi(delv separated. The operator
theu kneels between the chairs anid needs a lhead light. I utse
mousol for sterilizinig thie vulva, etc., and for my ownI hlads,
swabs, and inistrumenits.

INITIALS IN THE "MEDICAL REGISTER.."
TiIE, General Medical Council recenitly had au application from
a medicatl mlani whlose seconid Chlristiani name is " 11annahll " to
hiave this niame substituted in tlhe Mledical Register 'by the
initial " H." Presumably he found a female niame occasionally
gave rise to confusion, aItthough thiere have been many instances
in hiistory of distinguislhed men, who generally wvere godsons of
quteenis or great ladies, bearing female Christian names. But it
has never been thie culstom to allow iniitials to talke the place or
iiames in the Medical Register. There were a few such cases
mauy years ago, and there is still on the Register onie practitioner
whose seconid name-not initial-is "(." This gentlemani, on
being writteni to by the Registrar, replied that "C" was his
second name, so writteni on his birth certiftcate and on)his
diplomas, and in these circumstances the Counticil ha(l no optioll
but to eniter it as suich oni thie Register. The applicanit whto
vanted to (liminjish the niame "s Haninah " to its first letter,.
lhowever, was iniformed that the Council could not allow the
inittal to appeear, but that on complyinig with the prescribed
requiremeuts the second name could be deleted.

AN APPOINTMENT BOOK.
WE havte received from Messts. Jolhn Bale, Sons, and Danielsson,
Ltd., 83, Great Titclhfleld Street, W.1, a copy of thveir Dental
Suargeon's Daily Diary and Appointment Book for 1929, whtichi
eniables appointmenits to be booked for each half-honr (duirinig the
day; every page openiing slhows onie week. The diary also
conitainis pages for cash etntries and an almauack, etc. The price
is 7s. 6d., or interleaved, 9s. 6d.

MIRROR-WRITING.
MIiss. MI. L. SPACKMAN (Clitheroe, Lancaslhire) writes: Youir
readlers may be interested to hear, apropos tihe article publishe(d
oni December lst, that mirror or lookitng-glass writitng is prac-
tised more commonlly thlat is ukuallY supposed. OccsiollallY
thie more lharuim scarum of schloolgirls learn it deliberately as
a "1 secret society " mnethod of commtunicatinig with each otlher-
andl I knlow a womani of 40 who learned it in this manniier, anid
still uises it oni postcards, even to friends who can read it only
through a mirror.

CHRISTM&S MOTORING.
THE Antomobile Associatiou road patrols will not be oni duitv in

Eniglanad, Wales, and( Ireland ont Chiristmas Day. Durinig the
rest of the holiday seasoni the A. A. patrols, road service outfits,
au(d niglit service outfilts wvill conitiniue as usual.

VACANCIES.
NOTIFICATIONS of offices vacant in universities, medical colleges
and of vacant resident and other appointments at hospitals, will
be found at pages 37, 38, 39, and 42 of our advertisement
columns, and advertisements as to partnerships, assistantships,
and locumtenencies at pages 40 and 41.
A short summary of vacant posts notifeAd in the advertisemuent

columns appears in the Sulpplement at page 276.


