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knowledge of these changes, however meagre such mav be
at present, controls and guides us in the treatment of this
common but really complex disorder in infaicy-.
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AN ATROPINE TEST IN ASTHMA
BY

MARJORIE GILLESPIE, M.D.GLAS.*
(Froiii the Departtment of Physiology, King's College, Londoni)

Among the drugs used in the treatment of asthma, atropine
has always held a prominent place, but its therapeutical
value has been found to be much less constant than that
of adrenaline. Atropine acts, presumably, by paralysing
the nerve endings of the vagus, and so preventing stimuli
from the vagus centre reaching the bronchial muscle.
Broncho-constriction has been shown to result from stimu-
lation of the upper respiratory tract-that is, reflex stimu-
lation of the bronchial muscle through the vagus centre.
In many cases of asthma the treatment of nasal abnor-
malities has been sufficient to abolish attacks, which would
suggest that these attacks were of " nervous " origin. It
is also acknowledged that psychical stimuli in some patients
play a considerable part in inaugurating a spasm. Since
atropine prevents nervous stimuli from reaching the
bronchial muscle,, it has been thought that it might be
used to differentiate between broncho-constriction due
to reflex stimulation of the vagus and that due to direct
stimulation of the bronchial muscle-that is, between
nervous and chemical stimulation.
By using the mnethod introduced by McDowall and

Thornton (1930) for recording the movements of the
isolated bronchi, it has been shown that contraction of
the bronchial muscle follows the injection of pilocarpine,
and that a small dose. of atropine immediately after pro-
duces complete dilatation. A second dose of pilocarpine
now produces no result, but a very small dose of histamine
still causes the muscle to contract. Histamine is supposed
to act directly on muscle, while pilocarpine acts through
the nerve endings. Similar contractions are obtained by
injectinig other substances known to act directly on the
muscle. The amount of atropine injected was small
(0.13 mg.), as larger doses may paralyse the muscle itself.
The usual method of administering atropine in asthma

is as tincture of belladonna in a mixture to be taken by
the mouth, but the unpleasant dryness of the mucous
membranes and the effect on the pupil prevent its con-
tinuous use. As a method of estimating the part played
by nervous stimuli in inaugurating broncho-spasin, a full
dose of atropine might be injected subcutaneously 'at the
onset of an attack. In those cases where contraction
of the bronchial muscle is due to direct chemical stimula-
tion of the muscle, atropine would be expected to have
no effect, whereas .in the truly nervous type the attack
would be aborted. In this way the patients whose attacks
are due to psychical stimuli alone could be differentiated
from those who owe their symptoms to a fundamental
chemical alteration of the blood.

I wish to express my thanks to Professor R. J. S. McDowall,
who suggested this method of differentiation.
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Memoranda
MEDICAL, SURGICAL, OBSTETRICAL

FOUR GENERATIONS OF HETEROSEXUAL TWINS
WITH PREPARTUM AMENORRHOEA IN

TWO GENERATIONS
The genealogical tree shown below is that of a woman
who was admitted to hospital on account of twin preg-
nancy and a mild degree of albuminuria. She was 22,
and had never menstruated. Her twins were of opposite
sex. Inquiry revealed th-at this was the fourth generation
of heterosexual twinls, and that the patient's mother had
also had amenorrhoea up to the time of her first pregnancy
at the age of 20.

GREAT-GRANDMOTHER,
(Normal menstruation)

II
Twins Twins Twins Twins

/"\ /"\ /\,'
Boy & Boy Boy & Boy Girl & Girl Boy & Girl

GRANDMOTHER
(Died in
infaley) (Normal mensthuation)

Twins
(Married, but
no family) NGirl & Boy

MOTHER

(Complete amenorrhoea uintil first
iregnancy at 20 years, after
which menses normial)

Boy Boy Boy Twins (the motheir died
I /' of heart failture

(Has twin boys) / 4 houirs after
Boy & Girl the boy's birt1,

the girl, beinig
delivered b,y
forceps J h0our
later)

PATIENT
(Complete amnenor-rhoea)

(On 167 31, at the age of 22; sbe had Twins
albtiiuintiria of p)regnancy and
one eclamptic fit after parturi-
tion) Girl & Boy

I am indebted to Dr. C. J. Penny for permission to publish
this case.

C. E. TAYLOR, M.A., M.R.C.S,
L.R.C.P.

HouLse-Physician, Roval Ilanits
Bronmley, Kent. County Hospital.

BILATERAL HERPES Z.OSTER
Since Darier has stated that herpes zoster is almost in-
variably unilateral (Precis de Dermatologie, 1918) and
Sutton (Diseases of the Skin, 1928) makes the same
observation, but notes that bilateral cases have been
described by Fordyce (Journ. Cut. lXs., 1915, 319) and
Howard Fox (ibid., 1915, 492) this case which -was
recently under my care would seem worthy of publication.
A healthy man, aged 21, consulted me on Junie 15th, 1931.

He stated that on J une 12th he felt ill, had a sore throat
and a headache, and thought that h.e had a temnperature; as
he felt no better on the following day he stayed in bed. On
June 14th he had some pain behind the right ear, and later in
the day noticed the eruption on account of which I was asked
to see him. At this time there were well-marked herpetic
vesicles on an area the size of a flormn over the right parotidl
glanld and over the outer surface of the pinna of thae right
ear;: he hadl a temperature of 1010 F. He was ordered to stay
inl bed, andl was given sodium salicylate internally and. a
dusting powdler for external application.
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On Juine 17th typical lesions of herpes zoster appeared on
a similar-sized area-over the left parotid and over the outer
and inner surfaces of the pinna of the left ear. During this
time he complained of much pain behind both ears, and felt
ill. The pains had ceased by June 19th, and the eruption
was beginning to dry up. By June 22nd the eruption was
disappearing, and he felt quite well.
In this case there was no associated facial paresis, such

as is sometimes seen in cases with this distribution. There
was no history of any contact with varicella, and the most
probable source of the troub!e would seem to have been
the throat infection.

NORMAN BURGESS, M.A., M.D., M.R.C.P.,
Assistant Physician, Skin Department, Bristol
General Hospital; Consulting Dermatologist,

B3ridgwater Hospital.

Reports of Societies
DISEASES CONVEYED BY MILK

At the forty-ninth annual congress of the National
Veterinary Medical Association of Great Britain and
Ireland, which was held at Norwich from August 22nd
to 28th, Messrs. M'ALLAN and Howix, of Aberdeen con-
tributed a paper entitled " Milk hygiene," in which they
considered the more important diseases carried to man
by milk. 0

Undulant fever had recently been given great promin-
ence, particularly as regards its association with animals.
The organisms found in animals gave rise to symptoms
in man which were so indefinite that differential dia-
gnosis was almost impossible without the aid of sero-
logical methods. Failure in diagnosis probably accounted
for the paucity of recorded cases in the past, since the
disease was now being reported with comparative fre-
quency from various countries. In Aberdeen seven definite
cases had been recorded in the last two years during the
routine examination of 250 blood samples sent in for the
WVidal test. The biological examination of milk in recent
years had revealed that about 25 per cent. of cattle were
infected in this country, yet the disease was relatively
uncommon in man. On the Continent and in America
the strain of organism most commonly found in man was
the porcilne, which was rare in Britain, and might account
for the comparative immunity of human beings. One of
the human cases in Aberdeen was traced to the milk
of a cow which had been vaccinated with a porcine strain.
Milk-borne salmonella infeQtions were not common in this
country, and were probably, in most cases, the result of
l.uman contamination; in some outbreaks, however, the
disease appeared to originate with the cow, and three
dutbreaks were cited to illustrate this. In 1925 an out-
break involving 497 persons was traced to a single cow,
the udder of which was infected with a strain of
B. enteritidis in every way identical with that recovered
from the patients. The second instance only involved
nineteen persons, and was traced to an intestinal infection
of the cow with the B. enteritidis of Gaertner. The milk
h'ad been contaminated by the faeces, and the outbreak
d,`sappeared with the removal of the infected cow. The
tl4ird case, which was similar to the last, was due to the
bacillus of Aertrycke.

Tuberculosis was undoubtedly the most important of the
diseases carried by milk. In Scotland there was in pro-
gress an investigation into the numerical incidence of
tubercle bacilli in milk, in which methods of sampling
and laboratory technique were uniform for the four centres
engaged in the inquiry. Each centre would examine
1,950 samples during a period of two years (650 samples
of raw milk, 650 of pasteurized, and 650 of retailed milk).
Results for the first six months indicated that the per-

centage of positive samples was likely to be greater than
was generally accepted. Milk was most frequently in-
fected directly from the udder, and the opinion was
expressed that bacilli might be eliminated in the milk
some time-perhaps several months-before any clinical
evidence could be found in the udder. Even when this
was present the discharge of organisms might be inter-
mittent, and might even cease for a considerable period
until a fresh focus of infection appeared. Frequent and
thorough inspection was the only sure method of com-
bating tuberculous mastitis. The bulk of this inspection
had to be conducted when the cows were housed; they
had to be examined shortly after milki?ng, for it was
a waste of time handling udders when they were partly
full. Apart from the establishment of tubercle-free herds,
the best method of control was regular clinical examina-
tion. These frequent visits had also an educative value,
and promoted the control of other diseases also. Bulk
biological testing was a valuable accessory method.
Although cows were susceptible to the toxin of diphtheria,
no true cases of udder infection had been reported. In-
fection of the milk was usually brought about by sores
on the teats being infected by some farm worker who was
either suffering from the disease or was a carrier. One
such case was reported by the authors from Aberdeenshire.
Among the general measures necessary to ensure a

healthy milk supply, it was urged that every encourage-
ment should be given to the production of the highest
grades of milk, and that all others should be pasteurized;
for this purpose the need for efficient plant was stressed.
The supply of cow's milk had never been so safe as it
was to-day, but its increasing use as a food, especially for
school children, should increase the demand for the best
grades and lead to a general, if gradual,- improvement.

Calcium and Phosphorus in Milk
Dr. R. G. LINTON discussed the calcium and phosphorus

supply of'dairy cows, and pointed out that there was
a great difference between the modern dairy cow and the
cow leading a natural life, grazing at large on suitable
food. Normally a cow secreted some 200 gallons of milk
for the sustenance of a calf; her food would be grass
and various plants which were in their most nutritious
state during the normal period of maximum milk yield.
The modern cow produced at least four times this amount
of milk, it bred at any seasonal period, and reached
maturity at an unnaturally early age. Its food- was
mostly unnatural, and often unsuitable, and it was often
badly housed and given insufficient water. Quantitatively
its total nutriment had been adequately studied ; but it
was only in recent years that serious attention had been
paid to the need for replacing the mineral -constituents
drained from the body into the milk. What this amounted
to was easily determined, but its significance in relation
to the health and well-being of the cow was not clear.
There was no definite knowledge of the actual needs of
the co,& in respect of calcium and phosphorus, either for
its body or for milk secretion.

Tuberculosis in Swine
Mr. D. J. ANTHONY, considering some common diseases

of pigs, stated that the commonest was tuberculosis,
about 9 per cent. of those coming under his attention
being thus infected. In the majority the infection was
localized in the submaxillary lymphatic glands, and in
practically every infected pig the head and throat were
affected. The disease was chiefly of bovine origin, result-
ing from feeding on milk and milk products. This
accounted for about two-thirds of the cases, the remainder
suffering from avian tuberculosis. Prevenltion consistsed
in the cooking of milk foods and the elimination og
tuberculous poultry.
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Dr. JOHN O'CALLAGHAN of Pallasgreen, co. Limerick,
died on August 4th, after an illness of nine days. He
was educated at the Ledwich School, Dublin, and took
the diploma of Licentiate of the Royal College of Surgeons
in Ireland in 1885, in which year he became L.R.C.P.Ed.;
he obtained the F.R.C.S.I. in 1898. After serving as an
assistant for a short time at Hull, he was appointed to
the Grean Dispensary District, Pallasgreen, co. Limerick,
an appointment which he held for thirty years. Failing
health caused his retirement somle ten years ago. Dr.
O'Callaghan was a justice of the peace for Limerick and
a mernber of the North Munster Division of the British
Medical Association.

Universities and Colleges

UNIVERSITY OF LONDON
ST. THOMAS'S HOSPITAL MEDICAL SCHOOL

The following scholarships and prizes have been awarded:
Entrance University Scholarship: J. D. Fergusson. IHector

Mackenzie Exhibition: W. G. Q. Mills. Open Scholarship in
Natural Science: First Sc-holarship, R. R. McSwiney * Second
Scholarship, A. W. Wragg, (,. . Ilart, A. G. Moore. Open
Scholarship in Arts: First Scholarship, W. R. S. Doll - Second
Scholarship, T. H. Cliftooi. WN'illiaii 'rite Scholarship: G. W. Hearn,
F. C. Durbin.

LONDON (ROYAL FREE HOSPITAL) SCHOOL OF MEDICINE
FOR WOMEN

The following scholarsliips have been awarded for the session
1931-32:

St. Dunstan's Medical Eixhibition: Miss Olive MI. Singer. Isabel
Thorne Scholarship: Miss M. M\I. Burrton. Mrs. George M. Smith
Scholarship: Miss Grace E. Reed. Bostock Scholarship: Aliss
Marjorie F. Landau. Mabel Sharinan-Crawford Scholarship: MIiss
Ruth M. Addison. Dr. MIargaret 'rodd Scholarship: Miss J. C.
Goodchild. Special D)r. AMargaret Todd Scholarships (two): Miss
S. A. M. IHerford, Mliss J. G. Greenhalgh. Fanny Butler Schlar-
ships (two): Miss M. C. Goodlchild, Miss M. A. Powys. School
Jubilee Bursary: Miss E. C. Randell. Alfred Langton Scholarship.:
Miss J. M. Cass. Flora Murray Btirsary: Miss H. M. Brown. E4wllen
Walker Bursary: MNiss Q. I. E'. May. Helen Prideaux 1Post-
Graduate Scholarships: Mliss Ursuila Shelley, Miss Beatrice Joly.
Dr. Edith Pechey Phipson Post-Graduate Scholarships: M\iss
Gulbai P. Patel, Miss Beatrice Board.

SOCIETY OF APOTHECARIES OF LONDON
The following candidates have passed in the subj cts
indicated:
SURGERY.-L. F. Donniani, A. K. Guha, J. W. V. Sheldon.
MEDIcINE.--V. R. T. Baylis, G. B. Carter, M. Ditton, E. I. B.

Hawes, S. Lokecz, L. R. C. Rose, D. N. Ryalls, E. S. St. John,
J. W. V. Sheldon.
FORENSIC MEDICINE.-G. B. Carter, H. W. Davies, B. Dayal,

J. M. Durr, S. Lokecz, J. W. V. Sheldon.
MIDW[FERY.-O. A. P. Clark, J. M. Durr, B. N. Halder, S. E.

Paterson, D. N. Ryalls, C. F. \'ieyra.
The diploma of the Society has been granted to Messrs.

G. B. Carter, 0. A. P. Clark, A. K. Guha, B. N. Halder,
E. I. B. Hawes, S. Loktcz, E. S. St. Johli.

The Services

DEATHS IN THIE SERVICES
Lieut.-Colonel Richard Nugenit Stoker, Benigal'Medical Service
(ret.), died at Duncaas, British Columbia, OnI June 14th,
aged 79. He was born oni October 31st, 1851, the son
of Mr. Abraham Stoker of Clonttarf, was educated in Dublin,
in the school of the, Royal College of Surgeons, anid took the
L.R.C.S.I. in 1873 and the L.K.Q.C.P. in 1874. Entering
the I.M.S. as surgeon oIn September 30th, 1874, he became
surgeon lieutenant-colonel after twenty years' service, and
retired on April 2nd, 1900. He served in the Afghan war of
1879, receiving the me(lal. After the war he was appointed
garrison surgeon of Fort Attock, an appointment long ago
abolished, and held that post till his promotion to surgeon
major in 1876, when he wN'tas posted to one of the newly raised
Gurkha battalions, with which he served in the Sikkim
campaign of 1888 on the North-East Frontier of India, and
took part in the forcing of the Jelapla Pass, receiving the
frontier medal.

Medical News
The prize distribution and conversazione at the Royal

Dental Hospital, Leicester. Square, WV.C.2, will be held
on Friday, October 2nd, at 8 p.m., whein Professor
Elliot Smith, F.R.S., will preside.

It is proposed to hold a reunion dinner of officers of
the No. 3 British General Hospital, Mesopotamia, in
London, on October 23rd. Officers of the unit interested
in the matter should communicate with Dr. Andrew
Topping, Town Hall, Rochdale.
The King Edward's Hospital Fund for London has

arranged a river trip to Tilbury Docks on Friday, Sep-
tember 11th. A steam launch will leave Westminister
Pier at 9.30 a.m. and arrive back about 6 p.m. There
will be a visit of inspection of ss. Orontes, oIn board
which a buffet lunch will be served. A representative
of the Port of London Authority will accompany the
party on a tour of the port and explain its organization
and various activities. Tickets for the trip (£1 ls.) can
be obtained at the offices of the Fund., 7, Walbrook,
E.C.4.
The third annual conference of the National Smoke

Abatement Society, which will be held at Liverpool from
September 18th to 20th, opens with a reception by the
Lord Mayor of that city oIn the evening of the first day.
Papers will be read and discussed on the progress of the
electrical grid, and oIn the production and use in Liver-
pool of the new smokeless, fuel " Dryco." The pro-
gramme also includes a motor tour, during which visits
will be paid to housing estates, the new Clarence Dock
power station, and other places of initerest. Further
particulars about the conference may be obtained from the
Society's eentral offices, 23, King Street, Manchest,er,
up to September 17th, and afterwards at the conference
office, Adelphi Hotel, Liverpool.
The Fellowship of Medicine announces special courses

in September. At the Hospital for Consumption and
Diseases of the Chest, Brompton, the course will last
from September 7th to 12th, and will occupy the
whole of each day; fee £3 3s. A series of lecture-
demonstrations in psychological medicine will take place
on Tuesday and Saturday mornings at 11, at Bethlem
Royal Hospital, Beckenham, from September 8th to
October 3rd; fee £1 ls. A course on diseases in infants
will take place at the Infants Hospital, Vincent Square,
Westminster, from September 14th to 26th, from
2 p.m. each day; fee £3 3s. Lecture-demonstrations in
ophthalmology will be held at the Central London
Ophthalmic Hospital, Judd Street, W.C., from September
15th to October 8th; fee £3 3s. At the Westminster
Hospital a course in general medicine and surgery, open to
men only, will take place from September 14th to 26th,
from 10.30 a.m; to 5.30 p.m.; fee £5 5s. for two weeks,
or £3 3s. for one week. A course in general medicine and
surgery, open to men and women, will be held at the
Metropolitan Hospital, Kingsland Road, E., from
10.30 a.m. to 5.30 p.m. from September 28th. to October
10th; fee £3 3s., or £2 2s. for either week. Copies
of syllabuses of the courses may be obtained from the
Fellowship of Medicine, 1, Wimpole Street, W. 1.

An autumn post-graduate course on diseases of tie
nervous system will be held at the National Hospital
from October 5th to November 27th. The general course
will consist of thirty-two clinical lectures and demonstra-
tions at 3.30 p.m. on each weekday except WVednesday
and Saturday, teaching in the out-patient department
on each weekday except Sat':rday at 2 p.m., and eight
pathological lectures and demonstrations on Friday at
12 noon. The fee for the course will be £6 6s. A course
of eight lectures on the anatomy and physiology of the
nervous system will be arranged on Tuesda.ys and Thurs-
days at 12 noon if there are sufficient applications; fee
£2 2s. A course of ten clinical demonstrations, chiefly
on methods of examination of the nervous system, will be
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given on Tuesdays anid Thursdays at 5 p.m.; fee £+,2 2s.
Tickets enltitliing to attend the out-patieint clinic onily
may be obtained froms' the secretary ; fee £2 2s. for
three months. Applications should be addressed to the
secretary, Medical School, National Hospital, Queen
Square, W.C. 1.
A conferenice on tuberculosis, organiized by -the Davos

AMedical Society, will be held from October 5th to 10th.
JLectures oI-n the -development and course of the pulinonary
and extra-pulmonary types and on collapse-therapy will
*be given. -Those wishing, to atterld the conference should
notifv the President of the Society before Octaber 1st,
-and those wishing to take part in the discussioIs, before
September 20th. Excursions are being arranged. Further
-details may be obtaiined from the secretary, Davos
Medical Societv, Davos-Platz, Switzerland.
A special post-graduate course in the pathology of

-digestive processes will be held in the Hospital de la
Santa Cruz at Barcelona, from October 23rd until the
middle of December. The subjects dealt with will include
,the examiniationi of gastric juices, intestinal secretions,
and faeces; congenital anomalies of the alimentary canIal.
the diagnosis and treatment of gastric dyspepsia, ulcers,
anid malignant growths ; the pathology and therapeutics
of cirrhosis, constipation, anid pancreatic disease ; applied
ra(liology; and disorders of the spleen, liver, and appendix.
Therapeutic demonstratioins wil,l be given of the various
diagnostic anid therapeutic procedures emploved. Further
information may be obtained from the director of the
hospital, Professor F. Gallart MIon6s.
The second Interniational Congress on the Rat and

Plague will be held in Paris from October 7th to 12th.
Further information cani be obtained from the general
secretary, Professor Gabriel Petit, 84 bis, Rue de Picpus,
Paris XIIe.
The second Interniational Conigress of Comparative

Pathology will be held in Paris at the Faculty of Medicinie
from October 14tlh to 18th ; Professor Charles Achard will
preside. The subjects for discussion include B.C.G.
immunization ; Brucella infectionis in man and animals;
mineral salt deficiencies in man and animals ; the distribu-
tioIn of the ultra-virus agencies, and the diseases attri-
butable to them ; and helmiiithic infectionis. The conigress
is open to medical and veterinary practitioners and those
interested in the diseases of plants. Further information
may be obtained. from the general secretary, 7, Rue
Gustave N3adaud, Paris, XVI.
The King has granted permission to Dr. Douglas Erith

Derry, M.C., to wear the Insignia of the Second Class of
the Order of the- Nile conferred upon him by the King of
Egypt. Dr. Salvator Mlichael Vassallo, F.R.C.S., has
also received licence and authority to wear the Insignia
of the Fourth Class of the Order of the Brilliant Star of
Zanzibar conferred upon him by the Sultan of Zanzibar.
The Lonidoni Gazette also announces that the King granted
his Royal licence and authority to Dr. Theodore Dyke
Acland to wear the Insignia of the Second Class of the
Order of the Nile conferred upon him by the King of
Egypt. (Dr. Acland died on April 16th last.)

Professor WV. D. Halliburton, M.D., F.R.S., who died
on Mayv21st, has bequeathed, on the death of his wife,
£10,000 to King's College, University of London, for
endowment, or towards the salary of a professor in the
subject of physi-ology or-the sciences relating thereto. He
leaves, also, £300 to his medical attendant " as a small
recompense for his faithful and untiring service."
The lecture on eugenics which Colon-el C. J. Bond,

C.M.G., delivered as an introduction to the Sims
Woodhead course of lectures last February, under the
auspices of the People's League of Health, has now been
ppublished in pamphlet form, and can be obtJIned from
the offices of the League, 12, Stratford Place,
London, VI.1

William Heinemanan (Medical Bookls) Ltdl. announce for
publicationl this autumn a bookz by Dr. Bendien, entitled
Specific Chanlges in the Blood Serumn, translated by Dr.
A. Pirney.

Letters, Notes, and Answers
All CoOOlulla1nicationsr, in- regard to e(litorial butsiness slbotul,l l)e addIressed

to The EDITOR. British Medical Journal, British Med-ical
Association House, Tavistock Square, W.C.1.

ORlGN(;tN.\L.. A\RTICES and L,ETTlE1.R?S forwarded for publication
are iunerstool to b3e offered to the British Medic?al 1ournal alone
Ilu-nless the contrary be statedi. Correspondents who visbs notice to
be taken of their coinnimnications shlouLl(d authenticate them with
their names, not necessarily for publicati(in.

Auithors clesixing, TREPRINTS of their articles plmblisbed in the Brilish
,ll Yd Journal inmist ceumuhnicate with thie IFinancial Secretary
amid luisi-ness Manager, lBritish 'IMelical Association HIlouse, Tavi-
stock Square, W.C.1, on receipt of proofs.

All corni-nnications with reference to AI)VERTTSEMENTS, as well
as or(lers for copies of the Journal, shotld be addressed to the
Finacrnia ecltarv (lan luisiness a\tnager.

The TELEPHONE NUMBERS of the British Medical Associat'ion
atntd( Ith B iflih 31,'l.icl Joimi 11(11 Inre M,USEUM 9861, 9862, 9863,
,kil 98m1B (initern.al exch,ng(, i&rir lines).'

The TELEGRAPHIC ADDRESSES are:
-EISIlI (5 (&>TlE?IJBIIISII MH)ICAL JOUR.NAL, Aitiology

WVestceet, Londoll.-
FINA.\'NCIAL. SE,CRETA\RY' AD BTSINE,SS MANAGER

(Advertisements., etc.), Ar 11ir/ce lVesteent, London.
MEDTCAL SECUFCFAT ,R Medisec'a Wresternt, London.

The ad-ldress of the Irislh Offlice of the British edfical Association is
16. Sotuth Frederick Str, et, D)tblin (telegrams: BRaillus, Dublin7 tele-
plhonie: 62550 Dl}blin), arid of the Scottish Office, 7, Drumsheugh
Gardens, Edinbuirgh (telegrams: Associate, Edinburgh; telephone
24361 Edinburghi). ________

QUERIES AND ANSWERS

The Plural of Os Calcis
Dr. KENNETHT ANDERSON (Banwell, Somerset) writes: Can
any classical scholar Stait(- the correct pluratl of os calcis?
Mr. P. B. Roth, in his article on prominent heel, gives it as
os calces, w-hich scarcely seems to be riglht. Should it not
be ossa calcis?

Treatment of Threadworms
F." writes: Suggestions will be velconmed for the treatment
of a.n obstinate case of threadworms in a fe-malle child( of
8 yearkof age. The cond(lition has persisted f-or nearly three
ycars, aIndl trealmemits have includcd enemata of s-alt,
qLuassia, powdt-rs c('ntinicmg samitonin, C;ilomel, lPulv.
scammonV cn. bv- t1e mouth. and shite pro(-cipitate oint-
ment applied to the anus. Each time, .tft-r a vigorotis
course of treatmen-jt, the wornms seern to disa.ppear fronm
the stools, only to be fouiud in tlhous-ands after about aL
moiith or two. The child is \yvel. in health, and has grown
well amid put on weight during the years.

(?) A Female Bleeder
F. F." writes: A girl, aged 11, ab)out six years ago had
an attack of epistaxis, which w,as most persistent, and
laSte(d for somile time. Since then she has showin all thle
symptoms of being a " bleeder," any slight contusioni being
follow\,ed by extenisive extravasationi in the subcutaneous
tissues. There is no history on either the father's or
mother's side. Her general health has nlot been affected,
anld lher growth has been normal. About six months ago
menistruationi started-not excessive, but it has never whollv
stopped. During the last Nveek, however, she has coni;
plained of painl, andI lhas passed clots. In spite of the loss,
slhe shows Ino signs of _.na;emia or pallor, but rermiaiins a. goo(d
colour and appears otherwise wrell. So far the only treat-
ment givenihas beeni calcium lactate, as there have betein
uno urgeInt s mptoms. I should be pleased of any advice
in this case-first, as tI treatmen-t, and, secondly, as to
progniosis, wh-Iiich I look upon as. very grave. Also, as to--
hoyw loing the beneficial results of tle use of ha.emoplastin,
adrenaline, anid pituitrin wvould be likely to last.

Effect of Prolo-nged Injections of Insulin on
Subcutarteous Tissue

Dr. HA.ROLD AVERY writes: In my articlk on this subject, to
which you refer (August 8th, p. 282), 1 brought fonrard the
fact that subcutaneous fat atrophv occurs in (Irug adldicts
at the poinit of injection, as evi-dence that this conditioni
is non-specific and traumatic in origin. Injurv to the cell
envelop)e re-leases fat globu}les z~-hich, acting<as foreeignl bodies,
result in thle formation o;f histiocytes wzith lipophagic
activity. Complete^ recovery occurs in som1e cases. 1 halve
also seen this falt atrophy occutrrinlg in asthmaltics who halve
been usinlg adrenalin or ephedrine subcutane}ously alnd
frequently.


