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SOUTH-EASTERN BRANCH:
ROCHESTER, MAIDSTONE, GRAVESEND, AND DARTFORD

DISTRICT MEETINGS.-FIFTH SERIES.
THE first meetinig for the present session will be held at the Town
Hall, Gravesernd, OIl Friday, September 27th, at 3.30 P.3S.
Dinner (punctually at 5.30 P.M.) will be prepared for those who

may be able to remain.
Trains will leave for London and all stations on the North Kent

Line at 8.19; and for Rochester and Maidstonie at 8.14.
Gentlemen intendling to dine, are requested to give an intimation

thereof oni or before Wednesday, September 25th, to Dr. AlRm-
STRoGo, Gravesend; or to

JAMES DULVEY, Honorary Secretary.
Brompton, Chatham, September 11th, 1861.

SOUTH-EASTERN BRANCH:
DISTRICT MEETING.

IT having been agreed to establish scientific meetings
in connection with the South-Eastern Branch and the
East Kent and Canterbury Medical Society-to be held
at Canterbury, Dover, Ashford, Folkestone, and Faver-
sham-a preliminary meeting was held on the 3rd inst.,
at the house of Wm. Sankey, Esq., Dover, whers it was
decided the first meeting should take place at the
Royal Ship Hotel, Dover, on Thursday, September 19th,
at 3 P.M.

Dr. Loclhee has kindly consented to preside.

LIVERPOOL.
[FROMT OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.]

I HaVE already alluded to the satisfaction expressed by
our Associates here with the improvement in the JOUR-
NAL. There is reason to believe that the new feature of
special correspondence from the large provincial towns
has contributed somewhat to its increased popularity.
I take this opportunity of acknowledging the courteous
attention your Liverpool correspondent has, on all occa-
sions, received from the medical officers of our different
institutions, and the readiness with which they offer him
every facility for obtaining information calculated to
render these communications interesting. The amount
of assistance thus afforded cannot be fairly estimated
by the number of cases actually recorded; as it must be
at once apparent that, in order to furnish a selectioni
suitable for the purpose, much ground has to be gone
over of which no account is taken.

I mentioned, in a former letter, a case in Dr. Waters's
ward in the Northern Hospital, of a sailor, 46 years of
age, which was thought to be thoracic aneurism. The
only symptoms were a peculiar ringing cough and well
marked anxiety of countenance; all that the most care.
ful and minute physical examination could detect was
dulness on percussion over a small space, a little above
the left mamma; and in the same situation a slight im-
pulse could be distinctly felt; no murmur or bruit could
be lheard. The patient complained of no pain, said
" there was nothing the matter with hiim," and wished

to leave the hospital. He had, however, at intervals of
several days two very severe attacks of spasmodic
dyspncea, resembling laryngismus, which were at once
relieved by the inhalation of chloroform. He remained
irn this condition for about a month, when he was seized
with h&moptysis, whicll was soon checked; but in two
or three days afterwards he died quite suddenly, after
vomiting about a quart of blood.
At a post mortem examination, on removing the ante-

rior walls of the thorax, a tumour was discovered, rather
to the left of the upper part of the anterior mediasti-
num, which proved to be a dissecting aneurism, as large
as an orange, occupying the ascending portion of the arch
of the aorta, having made its way to the apex of the left
lung, which formed a part of the walls of the ancurismal
cavity. At this point the sac had given way, and its
fluid contents had freely permeated the air-cells of the
whole of the lung, and had evidently caused immediate
death, partly by asphyxia, and partly from loss of blood.
The interior of the aorta presented numerous patches of
atheromatous deposits. The heart was very flabby and
friable, having undergone fatty degeneration to a con.
siderable extent. The other viscera were healthy.

At the Royal Infirmary, since my last report, the fol-
lowing operations have been performed:
By Mr. Bickersteth: May 22nd. Excision of about

three-fourths of the ulna for caries, in a lad about 18
years of age, which terminated satisfactorily.
May 29th. Removal of an exostosis from the inner

side of the upper third of the tibia, in a healthy looking
female, aged 30. The tumour had been growing for
fifteen years, and caused no pain or inconvenience to the
patient until about three months ago, wheni, after a
slighlt injury, it became extremely painful, and seriously
interfered with the motions of the limb. The bony
growth closely resembled in size and form the condyles
of the humerus; the larger segment was softened, and
on section presented the appearance often seen in the
early stage of disease of the joints, the cartilage just be-
coming detached from the bone. The patient left the
hospital cured in a few weeks.
June 4th. IRemoval of an epithelial cancer of the

lower lip. The patient, a man about 45 years of age,
attributed the origin of the disease to having scalded
his lips with hot tea, producing a small blister, which
never healed, and which he said "wwas poisoned witlh to-
bacco," but which was no doubt kept in a state of irrita-
tion by the constant use of his short pipe. He had been
advised to have it removed two years ago, but refused;
and had since been under the care of a practitioner,
whom he described as a "wild wart doctor," who pro-
mised him a speedy cure, but in spite of whose reme-
dies the disease steadily progressed. The remnoval in-
cluded the whole of the lower lip, rendering it necessary
to fill up the gap with integument from the chin. After
the removal of the diseased structures, a vertical inci-
sion about an inch long was carried downwaids on eaclh
side of the chin, the integument was freely dissected off,
brought up, and secured by several wire sutures, consti-
tuting what is called the " sliding operation." The parts
healed rapidly by the first intention, and the man left
the hospital in a montb. Unfortunately, however, he
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atnd dignity to uphold. As a man and a guest, you cannot
do less than send for him. You mnight as well depreciate
your host's wine, or cast a doubt on the healthiness of
the locality in which he lives, as to decline to be niur-
-dered by his doctor." I am, etc.,

R. N. DAY.
Ilarloev, Essex, Sept. 9, 1861.

[WV,e have read the article referred to, and we are sure
our correspondent will, on reflection, admit, that he is
as unjust to the London doctors, as the Saturday Reviesv
is to the country doctors. We are satisfied that no
London physician wrote the article, for no London phy-
sician couild have possibly made so many ridiculous
errors. WNe should much rather believe that it was
written by one of our bhomBopathic friends. En.]

PROFESSIONAL SUPPORT OF NOSTRUMS.
LETTER FROM W. H. RAMSDEN, L.R.C.P.Edin.

Sir,-The letter having the signature M.R.C.S., in
your issue of September 7th, relating to nostrums, and
the support that their proprietors receive from members
of our profession, induces me to conmmunicate a circum-
stance that occurred to me a short time ago.

Having occasion to visit the house of a friend and
occasional patient of mine, the mother (an intelligent
womian) called my attention to her youngest child, and
spoke of the great difficulty that they had experienced
in finding a suitable food for her infant. She said that
she was then trying a new kind of food, that had been
very strongly recommended by a medical man in Roch-
dale, called Isle of M1)an or Manx Food. Not having
heard of any such food, I expressed a wish to see it. It
was at once takeni from the cupboard, and, very much to
my astonishment, it was the notoriouis Griffiths Jones's
" Axtra Mankaz" that they had -had so strongly recom-
mendled and even supplied to them by the gentleman
that had been in attendance.

I need not sav that I pointed out to them the charac-
ter of the individual that boasted the proprietorship of
this famous food; and they at once decided that they
would lhave nothing further to do with " Axtra Mankaz";
at the same time being very much surprised that any
medical man would recommend that of which he must
have evidently known nothing.

I am, etc., W. H. RAMSDEN.
Park Ifouse, Royton, Sept. 9,186i.

USES OF OZONE. The power which ozone is known
to possess of bleaching, effectually, substances with
whiclh it is brought into contact, has led to the suggestion
in Liebij's Annalen for May, of a simple means for re-
storing the colour of old spotted books or prints; it is
as follows: Ozonise the air in a carboy or large vessel
(the mouthl of which can be closed easily), by placing in
it a piece of phosphorus, three inches long and half an
inclh thick, and pour on it as much water at about 80°
F. as will half cover the phosphorus. Then close the
vessel and allow it to stand in a warm place for about
sixteen hours, at the end of this time the air contained
in the carboy will be found highly charged with ozone.
Without removing the phosphorus and water, the article
to be bleached is uniformly moistened with distilled
water, anld after being rolled up is suspended by a plati-
num wire in the centre of the carboy. The time re-
quired for the bleaching depends on the nature of the
substance, but is never more than three days; paper,
brown w^ith age, in two days becomes white and clean.
When removed from the vessel it should be rinsed first
in repeated baths of distilled water, then immersed in a
very dilute solution of soda; again washed in water, and
finally dried between folds of blotting paper. (E. J.
Reunolds.)

1ebxiaI baa,
APPOINTMENTS.

ANDREWS, Jolhn, Esq., elected Consulting Surgeon to the Salisbury
Infirmary.

COUPER, John, M.D., appointed Assistant-Surgeon to the Loildon
Hospital.

COURTENAY, B. H., Esq., appointed Surgeon to the Baltinglass In-
firmary, counity Wicklow.

DEVEREUX, Daniiel, Esq., appointed Resident Apothecary to the
AMiddlesex Hospital, in the room of C. H. Fowler, Esq.

FISHER, Henry W., Esq., appoitnted Surgeon to the Fever Hospital,
Baltinglass, county Wicklow.

INGRAM, C. P., M.D., appointed additional Assistant-Physician to
the City of London Ehospital for Diseases of the Chest.

*KIRKMIAN, John, M.D., appoinited President of the Association of
Medical Officers of Asylums and H ospitals for the Iisane..

SMALE, G. E., Esq., appoinited Surgeon in Ordinary to the Portland
Town Free Dispensary.

TRUEMAN, Edgar B., Esq., appointed Resident Surgeon and Apo-
thecary to the Nottingham Dispensary.

WALSH, Thomas W., Esq., elected Surgeon to the Worcester Infirm-
ary, in the room of H. D. Carden,. Esq.

ROYAL ARMY. The following appointments have been
made:-

BAWTREE, Staff-Surgeon E. W., M.D., to be Surgeon 15th Foot,
vice Evans.

EVANS, Surgeon U. W., M.D., 15th Foot, to be Staff-Surgeon, vice
Lawsoi.

EYRE, Deputy Iinspector-General of Hospitals E. V., retired Madras
Medical Department, to have the hoinorary rattk of Inspector-
General of Hospitals.

LAWSON, Staff-Surgeon-Major J. A., MT.D., retiring upon half-pay, to
have the honorary rank of Deputy Inspector-General of Hospitals.

SIMPSON, F., Esq., to be Staff-Assistant-Surgeon.
To be Honorary Physicians to Her Majesty:

FORSYTH, J., Principal Inspector-General of Hospitals, Bengal
Medical Department.

GOODEVE, E., MI.D., Surgeon, Bengal MAedical Department.
MACKINNON, C., M.D., Inspector-General of Hospitals, Bengal
Medical Departmenit.

MACPHER,SON, D., M.D., Inspector-General of Hospitals, Madras
Mledical Department.

PEARSE, G., AM.D., retired Principal Inspector-Genleral of Hospitals,
Madras Mledical Department.

ROOKE, B. P., MN.D., Prinicipal Inspector-General of Hospitals, Bom-
bay Medical Department.

To be Honorary Surgeons to Her MIajesty:
ARNOTT, F. S., M.D., C.B., Deputy Inspector-General of Hospitals,
Bombay Medical Departmnenit.

BROWN, J. C., C.B., Deputy Inspector-General of Hospitals, Bengal
Medical Department.

COLE, R., Principal Inspector-General of Hospitals, Madras Medi-
cal Department.

GRANT, A., Surgeon-MNjor, Bengal Medical Department.
GrIEEN, W. A., Deputy Inspector-General of Hospitals, Bengal
Medical Departmenit.

MOREHIEAD, Charles, M.D., Surgeon-Major, Bombay Medical De-
partment.

To have the honorary rank of Deputy Inspector-General
of Hospitals:-

BUTTER, Superintending-Surgeon D.
D1VIDS(N, Superintenlding-Surgeoni A.,M.D. Retired Bengal
GREIG, Superintending-Surgeon J. Med. Department.
MIACKINNON, SuperiIntending-Surgeon C.
EVANS, Surgeon WV., M.D.
KELLIE, Surgeon J.
KEVIN, Surgeon C. | Retired Madras
MAILLARDET, Surgeon-Major J. W. Med. Department.
SHEWAN, Surgeon A. |
NVHITE, Surgeon T.
GIBSON, Surgeon-Major A., retired Bombay Mtedical Deparment.

ROYAL NAVY. The following appointments have been
made:-

JOHNSTON, Andrew C., Esq., Assistant-Surgeon, to the Pelican.
MESSER, John C., MI.D., Surgeoni, to the Pelican.
ROSE, F. H., Esq., Assistant-Surgeon, to the Meander.
SIYAN, Edward, Esq., Assistant-Surgeon, to the Nile.
TELFER, William, Esq., Sntrgeoni, to the MIalacca.
ToMs, Francis Y., Esq., Surgeon, to the Scylla.
TORRANCE, Johni T. B., M.D., Assistant-Surgeon, to the Malacca.
WALLER, Edmund, M.D., Assistant-SurgeoD, to the Trafalgar.

VOLUNTEER CORPS. The following appointments have
been made (A.V.=Artillery Volunteers; R.V.=Rifle
Volunteers):-

ADAM, A. M., M.D., to be Assistant-Surgeon 1st Lincolnshire A.Y.
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DUNLOP, J., Esq., to be Surgeon Haddington Militia Artillery.
MILLER, C. M., M.D., to be Assist.-Surg. 12th Tower Hamlets R.V.

To be Honorary Assistant-Surgeons:-
LonD, IT., Esq., 4th Lancashire R.V.
TURNBULL, G. W., Esq., 2nd Northumberland A.V.

DEATHS.
LAKIN. On September 3rd, at Kinetou, aged 9 months, John Henry,

son of *J. H. Lakin, M1B.
PARKER. On September 0th, at Tonbridge, aged 4, Alfred E.,
youngest son of James Parker, Esq., Surgeon.

*5THOMAS, John, L.R.C.P.E., Llaneigwad, Carmarthen, aged 46, on
August 12.

ROYAL MEDICAL AND CHIRtURGICAL SOCIETY. The
library will reopen on Mlonday, the 10th instant.
THE BRITISH MAUSEUM possesses skisis of 4,200 species

of birds. The number of species described is about
8,300.
UNIVERSITY COLLEGE HOSPITAL. A gift of £100, the

eighth of that amount from the same benefactor, has
been received from Mr. John Hibbert.
ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS. The museum and

library of this College will remain closed until the last
day of the present month, for the purpose of havina the
rooms cleansed and the books and cases dusted.
THE DUBLIN JOURNAL OF MEDICAL SCIENCE. Dr.

George Kidd, of Dublin, has become Editor of the Dub-
lin Quarterly Medical Journal, in place of Dr. Neligan,
who has carried it on for twelve years.
ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS. The registration of

students will take place at the College during the first
ten days in October, instead of the last ten days, as
heretofore.
THE NEW HOSPITAL AT WOOLWICH. Her Majesty has

been graciously pleased to direct that the new General
Hospital at Woolwich shall be called the "Herbert Hos-
pital", out of respect to the memory of the late Lord
Herbert, by whom the building was established.
ENLARGEMIENT OF KING'S COLLEGE, STRAND. In con.

sequence of the great increase of students who attend
this institution, it has been found necessary to enlarge
that portion of the building that abuts on Strand Lane;
and workmen are engaged in altering the upper lecture-
hall, by increasing its height.

CIHOLERA IN INDIA. The Indian journals received by
the last mail, bring intelligence of fearful havoc in the
ranks of our soldiers in India, by that terril)1e scourge,
cholera. The Mofussilite, referring to the Meerut sta.
tion, says:-" Old and well remembered faces are mo-
mentarily passing from us. Those whomn a few hours
ago we met in fanmiliar conversation are now no more.
To convince any one that the cholera is prevalent, it is
only necessary for them to attend at the burial-ground
before daybreak and at sunset daily. Within the last
few days, several of the Europeans in this and the sur-
rounding stations have succumbed to it."

TIN FRACTURE SPLINTS. For a long time we have
beein in the habit of using tin instead of wood for frac-
ture splints. This material is so far superior to all
others used for the purpose, that we are greatly sur-
prised that manufacturers of patented splints have never
adopted it instead of wood. It is lighter, stronger, far
cheaper, and can be moulded into any desirable shape
by the surgeon. Thus, as often the case in compound
fractures, it being desirable to have some particular part
exposed, the surgeon may go to any tinner and procure,
at a very trifliug expense, the splints, with the necessary
openings, which cannot be the case with the use of
wood. Any tinman can easily make the splints; but
few workmen can make them, properly shaped, of wood.
We would particularly commend them to young prac-
titioners, who may not be able to equip tlhemselves with
the more costly appliances in the commencement of
their practical careers. (San Francisco Medical Press.)

ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS: PRIZES. The following
are the subjects of the College prizes to be adjudged at
Christmas next; viz., the Collegiate triennial prize of fifty
guineas for the best essay on " The Anatomy and Physio-
logy of the Suprarenal Bodies"; and two Jacksonian
prizes of twenty guineas for essays on " The Structure
and Diseases of the Lacrymal Passages at the Inner
Side of the Orbit, being those between the Conjunctiva
and the Nasal Cavity", and on " The Best Methiod of
Effecting the Radical Cure of Inguinal Hernia, explain-
ing the Principle of the Operation adopted". For the
ensuing year 1802, there are also two prize subjects;
viz., " The Relative Value of the Treatment of Popliteal
Aneurism by Ligature and Compression"; and " The
Healthy and Morbid Anatomy of the Tonsils, and the
Appropriate Treatment of their Diseases".

CRIM1INAL ABORTION. The legislature of California,
at the instance of the MIedical Society of that State, has
decreed that the person upon whom an abortion is prac-
tised shall be held as guilty as the abortionist. The
design of this law is thus explained by the San F'rancisco
Mledical Press:-" The design was to prevent wicked
female adventurers from attempting to blackmail me-
dical men by applying to them, even when not pregnant
at all, for the ostensible puirpose of having an abortion
produced, but who, when the doctor would, in order to
get rid of them, prescribe some inert substance, would
have a prosecution commenced against hiln for pro-
duicing a criminal abortion, and cause much trouble,
unless he would buy them off in the beginning. Or,
what is still worse and entirely unavoidable on the prac-
titioner's part, they could swear him guilty of producing
criminal abortion wrhen he had not even been applied to
at all in the matter. This occurred once in this city;
and although the perjury soon became apparent in the
case, still the idea of a respectable medical man being
arraigned as a criminal is not very palatable, even thouglh
it ultimately becomes plain to everybody that his prose-
cution is based upon perjury alone. As the law now is,
the practitioner has only to perform his duty conscien-
tiously to be free from this species of annoyance; while
these wicked adventurers, under the assumned connexion
of dear husband and wife, will have to conduct them-
selves cautiously, or otherwise find a quick way to the
State's prison."
REPORT OF THE CO3MMISSIONERS IN LUNACY. The

Commissioners of Lunacy have just issued their fifteenth
annual report, addressed to the Lord Chancellor. The
chief practical fact upon which the Commissioners in-
sist on this occasion is the rapid increase in the number
of irisane paupers requiring accommodation in county
or borough asylums. They argue, that the relative pro-
portion of lunatics to those of sound mind is not larger
than it used to be in the lower classes of the population;
but the result of modern legislation, and of the energetic
inquiries of the Commissioners tlhenmselves, has been to
bring to liglht numerous cases of insanity which would
otherwise have been concealed or overlooked. This
action is likely to continue until all such cases become
known to the proper authorities, and are placed under
fit supervision. Meanwhile, the statistics of lunacy
must not be taken, without proper abatement and
limitation, as though they afforded data for any infer-
ence as to the increase or decrease of insanity among
the poor. This result is unsatisfactory, perhaps, to the
statistician and to the " sociologist;" but it is full of
consolation to all those who know how much suffering
is spared to the mentally afflicted by a well-organised
system of treatment and systematic inspection. Rate-
payers, however, must be prepared for still further de-
mands upon their purses, until every county and borouglh
shall have provided itself with a lunatic hospital suf-
ficiently large for its proper share of insane patients.
Once more, the magistrates of " the united counties of
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Carmarthen, Cardigan, and Pembroke, and tlle town and
county of Haverfordwest," are taxed by the Commis-
sioners with neglect and supineness. The county of
Surrey has also been backward in making the neces-
sary enlargement of its asylum. On the other hand
the City of London has convinced the Commissioners
that less accommodation is required for its pauper lu-
natics than had been originally insisted upon.

DEATH UNDER CHLI.oOFORM.-An inquest was held on
Wednesday week, at the Infirmary, Newcastle, before
Mr. J. T. Hoyle, coroner, on the body of a man named
John Cassnach, who had died on Wednesday in that
institution while undergoing an operation. Cassnach
was admitted into the infirmary on the 15th of August,
under Mr. Annandale. He was labouring under scrofu-
lous disease of the left knee-joint. Amputation of the limb
was proposed as the only means of prolonging his life,
and to that operation he consented. On Tuesday morni.

ing, being operation-day, he was prepared, with others,
for operation; but, being in a state of great trepidation,
he was ordered brandy prior to being removed to the
operating theatre. On being placed on the operating
table he was still labouring under considerable alarm.
Mr. Bolton, the house-surgeon, in the presence of Sir
John Fife, Mr. Annandale, and other gentlemen, admin-
istered chloroform, and the patient was soon under its
influence, less chloroform than usual being required to
produce the effect. A tourniquet was about to be ap-
plied to the limb, when a sudden change was observed
in the patient. There was relaxation of the sphincters,
a quiver of the lips, and he was dead. Galvanism and
other measures were at once resorted to, but without
avail. The heart had ceased to beat, and the breathing
continued but a few seconds longer. Mr. Bolton made
a post mortem examination, and found the right side of
the heart distended with fluid blood. Further than
might be expected in a scrofulous subject, there was no

evidence of disease in any of the internal organs; and
Mr. Bolton attributed death to paralysis of the heart,
induced by fear, debility, and chloroform combined.
The verdict was in accordanice with the medical testi-
mony. (Newcastle Journal.)

ANOTHER DEATH FROM CHLOROFORM. On Friday week
an inquest was held at the Cuinberland Infirmary, Car-
lisle, before Mr. Carrickl, the county coroner, upoIn the
body of a young man named Carruthers, who died in
that institution on Thursday afternoon, from the effects
of cbloroform, under the following circumstances. The
young man had been a patient in the institution for
about a fortnight, and it was found necessary to perform
some surgical operation upon him. It was decided, with
his ready consent, that it should be performed while he
was under the influence of chloroform. The chloroform
was administered by the house-surgeon, Mr. Devereux,
in the presence of Mr. Page, the visiting surgeon. The
patient was soon in a state of unconsciousness, and the

operation was about to be performed, when alarming
symptoms manifested themselves. The patient ceased
to breathe, and animation seemed to be suspended. The

surgeons took immediate steps to endeavour to revive
him. Galvanism and artificial inflation of the lungs
were in turn resorted to, but they both failed to bring
the patient round. It was now evident that he was

quite dead. Evidence having been given by the house-
surgeon and Mr. Page as to the circumstances under

which the unfortunate young man died, the jury returned

a verdict that he died from the effects of chloroform,
and that no blame was attached to the medical officers.

Although chloroform is much used in the infirmary, this
is the first case in which its use has been attended with
any serious results.

THE CINCHOKE IN INDL . In our October number, we

alluded to the mission of Mr. Clements Markham in

introducing into this country the quinine-yielding plants
294

of South America. We regret to learn that the plants
brought bv Mr. Markham have all perished. They suf-
fered so much from exposure to cold, in his journey
across the Cordilleras, that very few of them survived
the voyage to England, and from thence overland to the
Western coast. Cuttings were made by Mr. AMcIvor
fromn some of the most promising looking plants, and it
was hoped that these might be propagated; but by the
latest accounts, we understand that all have perished.
A second supply of young plants of the grey and yellow
I)ark, have lately been received, as well as seeds. The
plants, it is understood, are in a very unsatisfactory con-
dition; but there is every hope that the supply of seeds
will enable Mr. Markham to establish the practicability
of growing the cinchonse in this country. Mr. Markham
has recently stated, in a letter to the Madras Times, that
a turther supply of plants and seeds is expected from
the Ecuador, and that arrangements have been made
with duly qualified agents, to continue sending supplies
of both, so long as may be necessary. Attempts will at
the same time be made to naturalise the cinchonse in
the hills of Jamaica and Ceylon. It is well knowni that
the Dutch have successfully introduced these valuable
plants into Java. They have now upwards of half a
million of young trees planted out, chiefly of the Calisaya
species; and it has been satisfactorily proved that a
higher percentage of alkaloid is obtainable from the
trees grown in Java, than from those which have flou-
rished in their native forests. So jealous, however, are
the authorities of their success in the experiment, that
Dr. Macpherson, on a late visit to the island, was pro-
hibited from bringing away with him a single plarnt or
seed. Dr. MIacpherson's description of the mode of cul-
ture practised in Java, we shall probably have the plea-
sure of publishing in our next number. (Mladras Quar-
terly Joutrnal of Medical Science.)

CONSUIIPTION OF TOBACCO. At a late meetincg of the
Societe Libre d'Emulation du Commerce et de l'Indus-
trie de la Seine Inf6rieure, at Rouen, Dr. Dumesnil read
a paper on the pernicious habit of smoking tobacco, in
the course of which he observed that the habit of smoking
is spreading fearfully-so much so, that the tobacco.
producing countries can scarcely supply the demand for
that deleterious vegetable. He said that even in America
the consumption is increasing more rapidly thatn the
production. England, which does not grow tobacco,
consumes yearly 15,0t)0,000 kilogranmmes, and the con-
sumption has increased one-fourth within the last ten
years. In Hamburg, which numbers only a population
of 150,000, there are 40,000 cigars consumed daily. The
average annual consumption in Denmark is two kilo-
grammes a head for the whole population. The con-
sumption is still greater in Holland. There are 100,000
acres planted with tobacco in Austria. The consump-
tion of tobacco throuahout the world in the year 1854
was 253,000,000 kilogrammes, being nearly 9 ounces for
each individual. Dr. Dumesnil added that, calculating
that tobacco contains on an average 3 per cent. of nico-
tine, it will appear that there are 7,500,000 kilogrammes
of that poison annually consumed, a few drops of which
cause death.-[Our readers will, of course, understand
that the consumption of nicotine here spoken of implies
destruction as well as actual ingestion of the poison. It
is evident, for example, that only the minutest quantity
of the nicotine contained in a cigar passes into the system
of the smoker of it.]

KixNG's COLLEGE HOsPITAL. The transference of
the patients of this institution from the old to the newly
constructed portiorn of the hospital took place on Wed-
nesday, preparatory to the reassembling of the medical
school on the 1st of October. The change thus effected
will be beneficial alike to the patients, the medical
officers, and students; and the success which has
crowned the efforts of the govemors and friends of this

BIRITISH INIEDICAL JOURNAL.] [SEPT. 14, 1861.MEDICAL NEWS.



SrT.14 161) EDCA NWS [urisr EDCA JURAL

noble metropolitan charity is justly the subject of deep
congratulation. The new building, the cost of which
has been £100,000 (which has been solely raised bv the
voluntary subscriptions of the charitable public), is six
storeys in height, and is considered perfectly fire-proof.
The new wards, 85 feet in length by 24 in width, will
give upwards of 2,000 cubic feet of air to each patient;
and they are supplied with every comfort and conveni-
ence which miodern science has suggested as desirable
for the alleviation of sickness and suffering. The
hospital is, to all intents and purposes, free. All acci-
dents and urgent cases are at once admitted, and no
patient is ever sent away for want of a governor's letter.
MDore than 1,500 in-patients and between 30,000 and
4G,000 out-patients participate annually in the benefits
afforded by the institution. The cost of administering
this vast amount of relief to the sick and destitute poor
amounts to between £6,000 and £7,000 a year; and the
hospital being unendowed, and the annual subscriptions
only amounting to about £1,500 per annum, the com-
mittee are dependent to the extent of about £5400 a year
upOni voluntary donations and legacies. The nursing
department, it may be mentioned, is under the direction
of the ladies and nurses attached to the Training Insti-
tution in Norfolk-street.
HoSPITAL STATISTICS. Miss Florence Nightingale's

paper on Hospital Statistics, etc.,.read at Dublin, con-
tained the following remarks,:-" Especially I wished
to call attention to the additional points of hospital sta-
tistics, agreed to by the Statistical Congress. They are
of great importance, particularly those referring to the
sanitary condition of hospital wards, and to the method
of recording fresh attacks of disease in hospital in the
" Admission and Discharge" Book. It rnust not be for-
gotten that a hospital is in a bad sanitary state before
such can appear. They are evidence of bad constructive
arrangements, or of culpable sanitary neglect, having
produced their results, rather than indices of the actual
sanitary state of the wards. All careful hospital physi.
cians and surgeons, as well as nurses, can generally tell
to what extent a ward is healthy, or otherwise, by the
manner in which cases are progressing before actual
bospital disease appears. This is the time to prevent
the occurrence of hospital diseases; not after they have
occurred. I refer to this point,because, since my papers
were read, some melancholy instances have occurred of
fatal hospital disease, arising from distinctly preventible
causes. In one such case, in a small provincial hospi-
tal, in one of the healthiest counties in England, twenty-
four poor creatures ran the gauntlet of their lives in nine
months from erysipelas, of whom eight died. And this
after very trifling accidents, or operations, none of which
ought to h-ave had erysipelss at all, much less to have
died. In this case, there were both local causes of
disease about the hospital, and there was also dlefective
structure. Especially am I anxious to recur to this
latter point. I have seen several misapplications of the
principles of hospital construction (briefly laid down in
my former paper) defende because it was said they
were adaptations of those principles; also, bad prici-
ples of construction defended, because they bad been
alreadv adopted. This is not the way to hasten human
progress. Defects, the result of want of knowledge,
must disappear., Improvements, the result of ex-
perience, must advance. Let us look forward to the
time when the necessity of providing even for the record
of hospital diseases, so much insisted upon by the Sta-
tistical Congress, will thus cease, and when the stigma
of these diseases will, be wiped out from hospital re-
cords."
A MEDICAL ACCOUNT Or T BATTLE or BuuL RuN.

Surgeon Shipman of the 17th; New York Volunteers,
writes as follows of the Bull Run run:-" About two
o'clock on Monday morning I tbrew myself ow y bed,

and slept until half-past four. When I awoke the heavens
were overcast with thick black clouds, and a cold, driz.
zling rain was falling. But the sight that met my eye
as 1 looked towards the road beggars description. Far
as the eye could see was one dense throng of flying fu-
gitives. Baggage wagons, hospital ambulances, men on
horseback, in some instances two and even three on the
same horse, with both horses and men wounded. In
some of the acmbulances were wounded men lying on
those who had expired on the route. Foot soldiers were
toiling along without hats, caps, arms, or blankets;
some limping along assisted by their comrades or alone,
makingthe best time they could under the circumstances.
Some of the men on horseback had been wounded, and
the rain had moistened their wounds, and from their
legs, feet, or hends, the bloody stream was dripping
down to the ground. Many of the men told me the
rain was quite a comfort to them, as it eooled their
fevered wounds, and assisted in allaying the tormenting
thirst which they mitigated by sucking their blankets
and clothes. I will not attempt to give a catalogue of
the- wounded which I dressed and performed operations
upon, as they were not of the most serious nature, but
simply to show how men impelled by love of life, and
stimulated by fear, will perform feats that are ineredible
to a man under ordinary circumstances. One man be-
longing to the fire zouaves had a musket ball pass
through one thigh and nearly through the other, wound-
ing the scrotum in its passage. I extracted the bullet
by an incision on the outside of the thigh the next
morning. He had walked the whole distance within the
twenty-four hours, and that too without very intense
suffering. Another soldier of a Brooklyn regiment had
a ball pass through the calves of both legs, and although
the holes were large and ragged, yet he performed the
terrible marsh on foot, scarcely stopping to rest on the
way. The distance these men travelled could not have
been less than thirty miles, at times losing their way or
to avoid the enemy. One poor fellow had a musket or
minie ball passed through both cheeks, fracturing the
lower jaw on each side, and cutting the tongue nearly
off. He came to my quarters at midnight on Tuesday
night after the battle. He could neither eat nor speak,
but communicated in writing. He had walked from Bull
Run, and had neither eaten nor drunk anything on the
route, or on Sunday the day of the battle. Another fea-
ture I observed was that the wounds were very little in-
flamed, and neither became sloughy nor suppurated in.
ordinately. This may have been from the perfect good
health of the men and the abstinence from food and
drink, or from mental and moral causes, which entirely
absorbed their minds and faculties from the time of the
injury to the period of convalescence. I never saw such
a total disregard of physical pain. It was without an
exception; all their faculties seemed absorbed in the
flight and its results, all seemed conscious of having
done their duty and having escaped the fate of hundreds
of their comrades."

ARMY MEDICAL OFFICEus. The last time we had oc-
casion to draw attention to the unfortunate policy which
is making the service distasteful to medical officers, the
Indian surgeons were the victims, and the subject.
metter of the dispute was pay. This time the surgeons
of the whole army are involved, and the quiestion at
issue is military rank. The minute points which were
discussed by the deputation of surgeons that waited
upon Sir George Lewis a short time ago we may pass
by. The gist of the case is this. A Royal Warrant was
issued in 1858, fixing, on a tolerably equitable scale, the
rank and precedence of army surgeons relatively to
other officers. To this Royal Warrant the surgeons
clina as to their charter. It has been accepted as a
guarantee of the position they are to hold, bothby those
who were in the army at the time, and by those}who
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have entered it since. Their complaint is, that their
confidence lhas deceived them. Since the issue of the
warrant, the Military authorities have let slip no oppor-
tunity of creeping out of the obnoxious pledge which
they could not decorously recall. So widespread is the
disgust that, if the deputation are to be believed, " the
professors at the various colleges and schools through-
out the kingdom are now preventing the best men from
entering the service. In the army, rank is something
real. Rank has a genuine significance, because it exists
in the midst of a community who believe in it. The re-
spect and deference of the private soldier is measured
by military rank; and upon their respect and deference
much of both the surgeon's comfort and efficienev de.
pends. It appears actually to have been resolved at the
Horse Guards that medical officers should never, under
any circumstances, receive honourable recognition of
gallantry in the field, however great that gallantry may
have been, and however strong the recommendation of
their commanding officers. Strictly speaking, they are
of course non-combatant, and are, in theory, not exposed
to danger. B ut, as a matter of fact, surgeons are very
much exposed in the field. There were surgeons who
distinguished themselves both in China and the Crimea;
and, in the earlier part of the Indian mutiny, the num-
ber killed was actually greater in proportion than that of
the other officers. But the Horse Guards have adopted
a rule that such sacrifices or risks, which they could not
as men of lhonour shrink from, shall not be recognised
by their superiors. They are treated as beings of mud.
4lier blood and lower organisation, in connexion with
whom the idea of honourable distinction is absurd.
According to the Pundits of the Horse Guards, to deco-
rate officers and surgeons with the same honours would
be a profanation almost as outrageous as to feed a
]Bralinin and a Sudra at the same table. (Saturday
lReviewv.)

uieties.
CENSUS OF VICTORIA. The gross results of the census

for tihe 1st of April, which have been issued from the
Registrar-General's office, show the population to be:-
males, 328,651, showina an increase since 1857 of
04,317; and females, 211,671, showing an increase
since the same date of 65,239. The total population,
therefore, according to the last census, is 540,322, show-
ing a gross increase since 1857 of 129,556, or about 31
per cent. (.4ustralian and New Zealand Gazette.)
A NEw BREAD. At a meeting of the Royal Society of

Victoria, Dr. Bleasdale introduced some specimens of a
sort of damper, or cake, made by the natives, from the
spores and sporangia of a masilea, a water plant called
by Dr. Mluller a trefoil fern. It was with this the na-
tives had sustained the fainting system of the Europeans
lately almost lost in the Exploring Expedition. It was
nourishing, tasteless, and agreed quite well with their
stomachs. It might be important hereafter to know of
the existence of such a resource in the wilds of the
interior. (Austral. MIed. Record.)

DR. BAILLIE AND DR. Ml. HALL. Dr. Marshall Hall,
bein)g in Lonidon soine months after the publication of
the Diagnosis, called upon Dr. Baillie, who received him
very kindly and said, " I hope your father is well; I, for
-one, am much indebted to him for his extraordinary
work on Diagnosis." When Dr. Hall modestly told him
that he, not his father, was the author of the work, Dr.
Baillie exclaimed, " Impossible! it would have done
credit to the greyest heAded philosopher in our pro-
fession." He then invited Dr. Hall to breakfast with
him." (Dr. M. Hall's Life.)
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Dn. M. HALL AS A PEDESTRIAN. He rmade the
journey from Paris to Gottingen alone, and on foot, a

distance of 600 miles, during the month of November,
1814. The tract of country which he tlsus traversed
had very recently been the seat of war, and presented
many perils to the lonelv pedestrian. As the shades of
evening approached, he frequently pursued his way
along the forest-road with a cocked pistol in his hand,
for fear of wolves. Once he missed his way, and in en-

deavouring to recover it, was benighted, and took refuge
in a lonely cottage-not, however, to sleep; for all around
were seen rusty implements of war, which lsad been
gathered in the track of the armies-that of Napoleon
flying towards Paris, and that of the Allies closely press-
ing upon his rear. His host was a maker of sabots,
and he was heard moving about through the night. The
pistol was again readiness. As morning dawned, a few
francs were laid on the table, the door gently opened,
and the free air and the track across the plain recovered.
The route now led through Verdun-too well known to
some of our heroes in misfortune-Metz, Mayence, and
Giessen. At Gottingen he made the acquaintance of
the venerable Blumenbach. (Dr. M. Hall's Life.)

OPERATION DAYS AT THE HOSPITALS.

MONDAY....... Royal Free, 2 P.M.-Mfetropolitan Free, 2 P.m.
TUESDAY. .... Guy's, 1l P.m.-Westminster, 2 P.m.
WEDNESDAY... St. Mary's, 1 P.m.-Mliddlesex, 1 P.M.-University

College, 2 l.m.-Royal OrthopEodic, 2 P.M.
THURSDAY.....St. George's, 1 P.M.-Central London Ophthalmic,

1 P.M.-London, 1-30 P.m-Great Northern, 2 P.r.-
London Surgical Home, 2 P.m.

FRIDAY........W estminster Ophthalmic, 1-30 P.m.
SATURDAY..... St. Thomas's, 1 P.M.-St. Bartholomew's, 1 30 P.M.-

King's College, 1-30 P.m.-Charing Cross, 2 P.M.

POPULATION STATISTICS AND MIETEOROLOGY
OF LONDON-SEPTEIBER 7, 1861.

[From the Registrar-General's Report.]
Births. Deaths.

During week ......... .....G..Biryls.. 891 1768 1121

Average of corresponding weeks 1851-60 ........ 1598 1162
Barometer:
Highest (Sun.) 29.888; lowest (Fri.) 29.630; mean 29.776.

Theermometer:
Highest in sun-extremes (Sun.) 127 degs.; (Wed.) 87 degs.
In shade-highest (Sun.) 81.1 degrees; lowest (Sat.) 49.8 degs.
Mean-62.4 degrees; difference from mean of 43 yrs.+4 degs.
Range-during week, 31.3 degrees; mean daily, 21.1 degrees.

MKean humidity of air (saturation= 100), 77.
Mean direction of wind, S.W.-Rain in inches, 0.11.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

*** All letters and conmmunications for the JOURNAL, to be addressed
to the EDITOR, 37, Great Queen St.,Lincoln's Inn Fields, TV.C.

CORRESPONDENTS, who wish notice to be taken of tlheir communica-
tions, should autheniticate them with their names-of course not
necessarily for publication.

FALSTAFF'S EXPLOITS.-A correspondent has pointed out to us, that
whiile the reference in the JOURNAL of Aug. 31, to Falstaff's Gads-
hill exploits is very appropriate, there is another account of the
doings of that valorous kniight which is still more to the pur-
pose. The account referred to is in the description of the battle
of Shrewsbury, in Shakespeare's King Henry IV, Part First; where
Falstaff, finding the dead body of Hotspur, stabs it, and carries it
off; and declares to the Princes who meet him, that both he
(Falstaff) and Percy had been only down and out of breath",
but that they had risen " both at an instant, and fought a long
hour by Shrewsbury clock."

M. F.-Yes.

VARIETIES. [SEPT. 14, 1861.
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INFELIx.-Look at the advertisement of the Apothecaries' lHall in
the present number. You will there probably find that you have
beenl alarmed at a name. If you are really prepared for the " pre-
liminary" of tlle Hall, youi can no donibt pass their examination in
Arts-which is, we suspect, only the "preliminary" with a new
title and a special board of examiners.

SUBSCRIPTIONS.
TIrE following Laws of the Association will be strictly enforced:-

15. The subscription to the Associationi shall be Oiie Guinea
annually; and each member on payiing Iiis subscription shall be
entitled to receive the publications of the Association of the current
year. The suibscriptions shall date from the 1st of Jantuary in each
year, antd shall be considered as due unless notice of withdrawal be
given irs writing to the Secretary on or before the 25th of December
previous. If any member's subscription remain unpaid twelve
months after it sliall have become due, the publications of the
Society shall be withheld from such member until his arrears be
paid.

16. The name of aso member shall remain on the books of the
Association, wlsose arrears extend over three years; but the omis-
sion of the name from the list of members shall not be deemed,
eitlser in honour or equity, to relieve si)y member from Isis liability
for the subscriptions due for the period during which he has availed
himself of tise privileges of mensberslsip.

PHILIPa'H. WILLIAMsS, .M.D., Gcneral Secretary.
Worcester, September 1861.

COMM111UNICATIONS have been received from:-Dr. GRASLY
HEWITT; Dr. MCWILLIAMa; Mr. A. B. STEELE; Dr. WILLIA-M
NEWMAN; MAfr. J. JAssES; AMr. R. N. DAY; Dr. DE PASCALE; Mr.
JA'MEs DULVEY; Mr. Wa. COPNEY; MTr. T. STONE; Dr. LATTIAM;
MTr. MIAUNDER; Dr. J. L. MAXWELL; Dr. KIDD; Dr. BOYCOTT;
Y. Z.; Mrr. J. B. JENKINS; and INFELIX.

BOOKS RECEIVED.
1. Notes on the Physiology and Diserses of the Pancreas. By

Assistant-Surgeoss WV. J. Moore, M.D. [From the Transac.
tiosas of the 13ombay Medical and Physical Society.]

2. Elements of Experimental and Natural Philosophy. By Jabez
Hogg. London: 1861.

ADVERTISEXENTS.

yolunteer Service Assurance
ASSOCIATIO'N.-Registered provisionally, and to be incor-

porated uinder the Act 7 and 8 Victoria, chap. 110. To be conducted
on tlle priniciple of Limited Liability.

Capital £100,000, in 50,000 Shares of £2 each,
A deposit of l ive Shillinigs per Share on application, and Five Shil-
2iings on allotment. After tisree mionths, but not earlier, a further
call of Teu Sllillings wvill be made, after wlich in all probability no
additional paynment per share will be requir ed.
Temporary Offices, 8, St. Martin's Place, Trafalgar Square, W.C.

TRUSTEES.
Marquis of Abercorn. Earl Grosvenor, M.P.
Earl Spencer. Lord Elcho, M.P.
Earl de Grey and Ripon.

PROVISIONAL DIRECTORS.
CHAIRMAN-VISCOUNT BURY, M.P.

Septimus E. Carlisle, Esq.
John Rese Cormack, M.D., F.R.S.E.
Willianm Gardnier, Esq.
Rev. William Johns, MI.A.
Lieut.-Colonel the Hon. Charles HT. Lindsay.
William Annesley Mayne, Esq., D.C.L.
.Macleod of Macleod.
J. Forbes Watson, A.M., M.D.

(With power to add two to their number.)
MEDICAL ADVISERtS.

Edward IT. Sierekina, M.D., 17. Manchester Square, W.
Prescott G. Hewett, Esq., 1, Cltesterfield Street, Mayfair, W.
William Sedgwick, Esq., 12, Park Place, Upper Baker Street, N.W.

MANAGING DIRECTOR AND SECRETARY-John Rose Cormack,
M.1D., F.R.S.E.

ACTUARY-J. B. Haycraft, Esq., F.I.A., F.S.S.
AUDITOR-William Robertson, Esq., of Robertson and White, Public

Accountants, 4, Princes Street, Bank.
STANDING COUNSEL-C. Jasper Selwyn, Esq., Q.C., M.P.

SOLIClTORs-Messrs. Meyrick and Gedge, 4, Storey's Gate, S.W.
Bankers-The City Bank, Threadneedle Street.

The Volunteer Service Assuraniee Association is established for
the purpose of granting Policies for every description of Life As-
siisanice anid Annuiiity to Volunteers and others; granting Accident
Policies, aind Sickness Policies to Voluinteers; antd also forproviding
certain special benefits for " Effective" Volunteers.
While the undertaking is based lupon strictly commercial calcula-

tions and principles, its supporters look beyond mere commnercial suc-
cess. They are conifident that the Volunteer Service Assurance Asso-
ciation will greatlv tend to consolidate the magnificent natioral or-
ganiisation fiom which it takes its name and derivives its distinctive
charaeter. The necessity of scrupulously mainitaining the voluntary
and unpaid character of the Service, arid, at the same time, of afford-
ing to the Voluniteer a pecuniiary interest in it, is generally adilitted;
anid it is believed this pecuniary interest carl best be created byfollowing the provident instincts of the masses, as shown in Assur-
ance and l"riendly Societies. It is not, however, initended to limit all
the departments of the Association to Volunteers. Assurances will
be granted suitable to the requirements of all the assuring classes.
The MAledical Attendants of Insurers will receive the customary

Fees for their Reports.
ACCIDENT FUND.
1For Voluniteers only.

Mlembers of the Accident Fund of the Volunteer Service Assurance
Association must be enirolled Members of a British Volunteer Corps.
This Funld shall be for the benefit of such of its members as may

suffer from accident while discharging military duty, or wlhile pro-
ceeding to or from any place appoilnted for its performance by the
officer commanding their corps. The distribution of the Fund shall
be adminiistered by the Directors for the time being of the Volutnteer
Service Assurance Association, who shall have power to appoint as
their assessors not more than three members of the Fund to assist
them in the managemenit of the said Fund.
Volunteers may become members of this Fund without joininig any

other department of the Volunteer Service Assurance Association.
SICKNESS AND DEFERRED A2NNUITY FUND.

For Volunteers only.
The 3Mixed Sickness and Deferred Annuity Fund is separately

established, and forms a distinctive feature in the plani of the Asso-
ciation. The conitributors to this Fuind are limited to those who, at
the date of joining the Fund, are in sound health and oni the " effec-
tive" list of a Volunteer Corps. Bly carrying out this restriction, the
lives will necessarily be of a specially select character, anid the con-
sequent advantages accruing to the members of the Fund will be
very great.
The suirplus that will arise out of the Sickness and Pension Fund

will be annlually ascertainied and applied to increase the permanenitallowances after the age of 60.

HONORARY ANNUITY FUND.
For Volunteers onily.

To enable the public to make some recognition of the value to the
country of the time which the Volunteer spends on military duty,
there is established, in conniexion with the Association, an HonoraryAnniiuit Fiund. The conjtributions to this Futnd shall be invested in
the names of Trustees, and be kept wholly separate from the general
funds of the Association.

GENERAL DEPARTMENT.
F4'or Voluinteers anid otlhers.

1. Ordinary life Assuranices.
2. Mixed Life Assurances.
3. Sinigle Payment Life Assuramtces.
4. Deferred Annuities.
5. Children's Endowmenits.
6. Widows' Annuiities.
7. Life Policies upon increasing and decreasing l)remiums, and

upon fixed premiums payable for a limited nuimber of years.
8. Loans in coninexion with Life Assuranice, oni Fr-eehold and long

Leasehold Property, on Life Interests and Reversions, anid on Real
Securities.

9. Reversions purchased.
Applications for Agencies by well-recommended gentlemen, will

at once be entertainied.
Copies of the Prospectus may be had on application at the Office.
Office hours, tenl to four; on Saturdays, teu to two.

By order,
JOHN ROSE CORMACK, Secretary.
J. B. HAYCItAFT, Actuary.

Temporary Offices, 8, St. Mlartin's Place,
Trafalgar Square, W.C.

VOLUNTEER SERVICE ASSURANCE ASSOCIATION.
Temporary Offices, 8, St. Martini's Place, Trafalgar Square, W.C.FORMI OF APPLICATION FOR SHARES.

To the Provisional Directors of the Volunteer Service Assurance
Association.

GENTLEMIEN,-Having paid to your B1Anlkers tlle sum of t
I hereby request that you will allot me shares of £2 each in
the Volunteer Service Assurance Association; anid I hereby agree to
accept such shares or anly smaller number that may be allotted to
me, and to pay the remainider of the deposit per share allotted, and
to sign the deed of settlement of the Company when required.

I ain, Gentlemen,
Name in full ..................................
Address in full ................................
Date .- ,... .
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