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INTRODUCTION TO BIOMETEOROLOGY
Medical Biorneteorology. By S. W. Tromp. (Pp. 991 + xxvii;
illustrated. Dutch florins 120.) Amsterdam, London, and New
York: Elsevier Publishing Co. 1963.

This volume, from a non-medical author, is intended as
an introduction to biometeorology, with special reference
to its medical and physiological aspects, and as such it
brings up to date the work of Huntingdon, Petersen, De
Rudder, and others before the second world war. The
meteorological sections and discussion on methods of
study and their limitations are the best features of the book.
The physiological and medical sections suffer from a con-
fusing mass of detail without adequate distinction between
well-established fact and slender evidence. The book can
be recommended for its excellent classified bibliography,
containing 4,400 references.

L. G. C. E. PUGH.

MEDICAL HISTORY ON THE GRAND SCALE
A Short History of Medicine. By Charles Singer and E.
Ashworth Underwood. Second edition. (Pp. 854+xv; illus-
trated. 63s.) Oxford: Clarendon Press. 1962.

Charles Singer published A Short History of Medicine
in 1928. Written by a medical scholar of his eminence
it received an enthusiastic reception, and in successive
reprintings he made minor alterations in the text. He
fully realized that the advances in medical history and the
phenomenal discoveries in medical knowledge of latter

years called for extensive revision of the book. This task
he entrusted to Dr. Underwood, who has accomplished it
with erudition, accuracy, and characteristic thoroughness.

Dr. Underwood's first intention was to preserve the
original form of the book, and from prehistoric times up
to the end of the eighteenth century this has been done,
though many alterations and additions have been made.
But to do even scant justice to the modern period of the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries he was compelled to
write a new historical account, so that two-thirds of the
present work is completely new. It is gratifying to know
that Professor Singer was able to read the proofs before
his death and to make helpful comments upon them.

This is a comprehensive and authoritative history of
medicine on the grand scale, and in view of its magnitude
can hardly now be regarded as a " short" history.
Some histories of medicine either ignore or briefly refer

to the great contributions public health and preventive
medicine have made to medical progress. Dr. Underwood's
past experience as a progressive medical officer of health
is revealed in his admirable accounts of the revolution in
preventive medicine, of epidemiology, and of the value of
statistics. Some factual errors in a work of this wide scope
are inevitable, but can easily be rectified in future editions.
There is a good index and a weighty list of selected refer-
ences. The torch of medical history that Professor Singer
handed to Dr. Underwood burns with renewed brilliance in
this great work.

ARTHUR S. MACNALTY.
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