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In the second half of the book the author describes his
experimental work on rats. When these animals were
treated with drugs, such as a combination of methvlchloro-
cortisol and sodium dihydrogen phosphate in low doses,
little or no cardiac damage resulted, but when they were
subsequently exposed to stress, such as forced restraint,
many developed massive focal cardiac necroses. A great
number of agents are shown either to enhance or to protect
against these experimental cardiac lesions. Potassium
deficiency, for instance, has an enhancing and sodium
deficiency a protective effect. Some evidence is given that
ischaemic and metabolic cardiac infarcts in the rat
have different histochemical and electrocardiographic
characteristics.

This is a book for the specialist interested in the experi-
mental study of cardiac infarction. It contains over 800
references but no proper index. There are many fascinating
implications for clinical cardiology, but, as the author
himself admits, complete interpretation of his experiments
would be premature at present.

C. T. DOLLERY.

ELECTROCARDIOGRAPHY
Electrocardiography. 2nd edition. By Michael Bernreiter,
M.D., F.A.C.P. (Pp. 202+ xiii: illustrated. 60s.) Phila-
delphia and Montreal: J. B. Lippincott Company. 1963.

In the second edition of this book three new chapters have
been added without affecting the simplicity which made
the first edition so popular. The text is concise, and this
is as it should be in any work which describes the cardio-
gram typifying the various forms of cardiovascular disease.
The book is liberally illustrated with schematic drawings

and electrocardiograms that lucidly portray the features
of the abnormal clinical condition under discussion.
Although seventy new illustrations have been added, none
is superfluous.

Indeed, for those who include electrocardiography in the
investigation of their patients, this book is indispensable.

WILLIAM EVANS.

ST. JOHN'S HOSPITAL
St. John's Hospital for Diseases of the Skin, 1863-1963. Edited
by Brian Russell, M.D., F.R.C.P., D.P.H. (Pp. 71 +viii: illus-
trated. 27s. 6d.) Edinburgh and London: E. & S. Livingstone
Ltd. 1963.

Every well-established hospital, general or special, must
now have its history written. The example was set by
Sir Norman Moore in 1918, when he published his History
of St. Bartholomew's Hospital, written over a period of
30 years in his spare time. Since then a number of hospital
histories have appeared and have been reviewed in this
journal, while others are in preparation.

St. John's Hospital for Diseases of the Skin attained its
centenary this year. It was founded and staffed at first
by one man, John Laws Milton, M.R.C.S. (1820-98). It
strove to teach dermatology and to treat patients, but these
aims were interrupted by staff disputes, resignations,
unjustified dismissals of able specialists, maladministration,
and litigation. For many years the hospital was under a
cloud, and it was not until 1923 that steady progress was
made. The hospital is now one of the 15 institutes which
make up the British Postgraduate Medical Federation of
the Medical Faculty of the University of London. Dr.
Russell has ably described his hospital's chequered career,
its progress and work, its school and research work, and its
eventual recognition and acceptance.

ARTHUR S. MACNALTY.
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