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PRIMER IN EPIDEMIOLOGY

Epidemiology and Communicable Disease Control. By Fred B.
Rogers, M.S,, M.D,, M.P.H, F.AC.P. (Pp. 104+viii: illus-
§|'9a6t§d. $5.50.) New York and London: Grune & Stratton.

Unfortunately my first response to this book was one of
irritation owing to two careless errors in the first chapter.
The late Dr. John A. Ryle became professor of social
medicine in 1943 at Oxford, not Cambridge. Secondly,
the quarantinable diseases of the International Sanitary
Regulations are smallpox, plague, cholera, yellow fever,
plus relapsing fever, and typhus; but not anthrax and
leprosy. Other minor inaccuracies appear throughout the
text. This is a pity, for this succinctly written book con-
tains much that is worth reading. It succeeds in its objec-
tives of emphasizing recent knowledge in epidemiology and
infection and the practical applications of such knowledge
in the field of prevention.

The early chapters deal with the background of infec-
tious-disease control and immunization procedures, but as
they describe current American practice they are of little
practical value to British readers. Immunization schedules
in the United States tend to start earlier than in this coun-
try—the first dose of triple antigen is recommended at 2
months and smallpox vaccination at 6 months. Advice is
also given on immunization for foreign travel.

There is an interesting chapter on modern concepts of
epidemiology, with a good account of the relationship of
heredity to disease. The author starts to show his real
mettle when he deals with individual diseases in the latter
two-thirds of the book. He presents a series of brief
accounts of most of the common infectious diseases, giving
the latest developments, and outlining their practical
applications. Few doctors to-day can keep abreast of
modern research and therefore tend to read about develop-
ments only in their own specialty or in those specialties
which are of particular interest. Advances in conditions
that are seldom seen, though they may be common in other
parts of the world, are overlooked. New work in diseases
like trachoma, Q fever, and the virus diseases is presented
here in a way that cannot fail to interest the general reader
as much as the specialist. Although this primer is directed
at the American reader, it has much to interest and
stimulate readers in Great Britain.

At the end of each chapter, for no apparent reason, the
author gives a quotation from the writings of various
Americans who are well known in the field of preventive
medicine. They bear no relationship to what has gone
before, but the selection is so good that it is worthy of
publication.

ANDREW B. SEMPLE.
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