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surgery at Columbus, Ohio, and has reviewed the scope
and limitations of such tests in a useful and fair-minded
survey. It will be of substantial value to those who are
concerned with the clinical evaluation of renal function
but are unfamiliar with this branch of what the author
refers to as *“ medical isotopetry.”

Written in a narrative and illustrative way, the book con-
tains a great deal of practical information and good sense,
particularly in its emphasis on broad conclusions and the
dangers of over-interpretation, even if this implies that the
treatment is less analytical or quantitative than might have
been possible. It would have bzen useful to have had, for
example, numerical data on normal ranges rathzr than
simple assertions of the limits ascribable to “ moderate >
or “ marked ” decrease in function, and a clearer definition
of the phase of th= renogram tracing (of the renal content
of labelled hippuran after its intravenous injection) attri-
buted to the “ functional segment.” For normal kidneys
this phase of increasing uptake is shown to reflect tubular

activity in concentrating the test substance, and to be
terminated by a falling count rate when excretion pre-
dominates. The pattern is characteristically altered, how-
ever, when excretion from the kidney is impaired by
obstruction, or in anuria, when the counting rate rises
abnormally.

The text is copiously illustrated with - tracings and
examples of the scope of the test, so much so in fact that
an interrupted sentence may be resumed nine pages later.
Because of this a clearer difference between the types used
for figure legend and text would have been helpful. It
would also have been useful to have a more quantitative
statement of the radiation exposures attributable to the
various nuclides employed, however small, and to any
fractional long-term retention that may be involved. The
book remains, however, a thoroughly useful compilation
of evidence as to the routine use of a clinically valuable
test.

E. PocHIN.
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