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and freshness, ignoring the repetitive pot-boilers and yet
recognizing those papers presenting a really original con-
tribution. If this could be combined with a critical comr-
mentary, a book of considerable value would emerge. One
flinches at the thought of the work involved-and where
does one find the necessary superman ?
The editors of this collection make no attempt to fulfi

these qualifications since it is not their allotted task. Yet
within the framework of their assignment they are extremely
competent. Though a number of the articles summarized
seem pointless, quite a few are valuable, and these are
usually printed in full with many illustrations. The scope
is wide, including head and neck surgery and a section on
hare-lip and cleft palate in which few laryngologists in
Great Britain would be interested. A quarter of the book
is concerned with audiology, which illustrates the growing
importance of this aspect of the specialty. The book is
very good value for money, and its compact size and clear
print make it easy as well as virtuous armchair reading.

MAXWELL ELLIS.

PSORIASIS IN THE FAROES
Psoriasis. Prevalence, Spontaneous Course, and Genetics. A
Census Study on the Prevalence of Skin Diseases on the Faroe
Islands. By Gunnar Lomholt. (Pp. 295; illustrated.) Copen-
hagen: G. E. C. Gad. 1963.

This significant and valuable contribution to dermatology
by the distinguished son of the late Svend Lomholt, of

Copenhagen, records a unique survey of skin diseases in
an isolated community. The study was conducted on the
Faroe islands over the course of a year, from 1947 to 1948,
and wras limited to the total population of the North and
East Islands. Interest centred particularly round the pre-
valence of psoriasis, its genetic features, natural history.
and spontaneous course.
The survey disclosed 312 cases of psoriasis in a popula-

tion of 10,984. The prevalence was the same in males and
cemales, and in blondes and brunettes. The median for
the age of onset was 12 or 13 years. Interesting findings
vere the low incidence of psoriatic arthritis and the absence
of diabetes in any psoriatic patients. There was a high
incidence of lesions on face and hands-25 to 30% of the
patients.
Much attention was paid to genetic factors: all pedigrees

are included in an appendix. The high rate of consanguinity
-5.1 % first-cousin marriages and 25.4%' matings of more
remote relatives-did not seem to be of notable importance
in the occurrence of psoriasis. Some eugenic guidance as
to the likelihood of the condition arising in offspring is
given from the experience of this survey.

Dr. Lomholt includes a short review of the prevalence
of other skin diseases. These were studied less exhaustively.
It is valuable to have a careful survey of this type, even
though it does no more than confirm previous clinical
observations.

J. T. INGRAM.
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