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standard set by the previous two. It consists of six
reviews of different groups of drugs and one on the
application of statistics to pharmacological and toxi-
cological screening.

The latter review deals with a very topical and
important subject and gives valuable information on
procedures that can reduce the risk of the eventual clinical
trial to a minimum, but the authors rightly conclude:
“ The decision to test a new drug in man, and the selection
of the dose to be employed, must remain with the
clinician, who can only be guided by all the evidence
available to him. His responsibility for the well-being of
the human subject is so great that it must divorce him
from any restraint imposed by purely statistical argument.”

Professor J. B. Stenlake describes in detail the various
types of compounds that produce neuromuscular block by
the two methods of prevention of depolarization and
causing prolongsd depolarization, and gives hope that the
search for a safe short-acting muscle relaxant may prove
successful. Dr. L. P. Walls reviews the field of anti-
trypanosomal drugs, showing that, though great successes
have been achieved in the diseases of plants and animals,
there is no room for complacency and an urgent need for
an entirely new and relatively safe drug. The chapter on
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antitussive drugs by Dr. Chappel and Dr. von Seeman
makes it clear that, though a surprisingly large range of
antitussive drugs with a variety of structures is available,
few are more potent than codeine.  Dr. R. A. Lucas
discusses the chemistry and pharmacology of the rauwolfia
alkaloids and draws attention both to the diversity of
species of this interesting plant and to the extraordinary
number of complex alkaloids they produce. Dr. Spinks
and Mr. Waring outline the methods of testing anti-
convulsive drugs and discuss their modes of action. They
point out that nearly all the active anticonvulsants have a
similarity of structure, and they consider that fundamental
studies of the mode of action of anaesthetic, sedative, and
anticonvulsive drugs are more likely to yield a major
advance than further variation of familiar structures or
from blind screening of thousands of compounds.
Research on local anaesthetics is reviewed by Dr.
Wiedling and Dr. Tegner, and they show that nearly 100
years after Niemann’s isolation of cocaine new compounds
with clinical advantages are being produced.

As in the earlier volumes each chapter is well
documented, and the series is proving a valuable work of
reference.

T. D. WHITTET.
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